See inside and visit www.fbcbr.com/houston-flood-recovery
to learn more about how you can help with flood relief!

a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
Ephesians 5:15-17 - Look carefully then
how you walk, not as unwise but as wise,
making the best use of the time, because
the days are evil. Therefore do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of
the Lord is.
Wisdom is something that I believe our
culture values in concept, but practically
we are often motivated by feelings or
emotions rather than godly, biblical wisdom. But the apostle Paul encourages us
to be careful in how we “walk”, or how we
live each day in relationship with Jesus
Christ, not as those who are unwise, but
as those who are living with the wisdom of
God. The reason is quite simple: We only
have a certain amount of time in this life,
so we should strive to make the most of it
for the sake of God’s great name. Living
wisely, as God’s Word commands, is one
of the keys to making the best use of our
time. What are some ways that we can
live unwisely and not even know it? And
what do we do about it so as to live with
godly wisdom? I’ll give you three ways of
living to consider.
The Offended
Why does it seem that so many people
today live in perpetual offense over every
little aspect of life? I imagine this must be
quite a miserable way to live, although
those in this frame of mind may not actually believe that they are so miserable. In
our hyper-sensitive culture, we’ve come to
think that being offended is some kind of
virtue, the same as standing up for something or doing some kind of good out of
one’s integrity. But is being constantly
offended making the best use of our time?
Followers of Jesus Christ are to take sin
and its terrifying effects on our lives very
seriously. And there will be times when
we MUST take offense at the evil that pervades our culture. But we should also be
the kind of people that are not shocked
that those who do not trust in Jesus actually live like they don’t care about Jesus.
This should not surprise us nor offend us,
since that is the state of all mankind apart
from the transforming power of the gospel (Ephesians 2:1-3). Instead of being so

offended, our hearts should hurt for others and our prayers should be for their
redemption and restoration. Let us not
live unwisely as the world does, with the
kind of prideful and perpetual offense that
simply strives to exalt one’s own selfdefined morality. We know that Jesus
reigns, and our perspective has been redeemed and our hope is firmly established
in His eternal promises. So live wisely in
prayer and service to others, and not in
constant offense.
The Dissatisfied

distant second? This is not easy for any of
us, but it is truly a wise and joyful way to
live.
The Fearful
So much of our lives are spent planning to
prevent a bad thing from becoming a
“worse thing”. For instance, we all have a
tremendous need for insurance (i.e.
health, auto, home, etc.) because of what
“could” happen. I learned this last year
when that flood insurance premium we
paid each month saved us a great deal of
stress and heartache when it was time to
put our house back together again. Had
we not planned ahead, a disaster could
have easily become a catastrophe. Yet
even with such protections, many people
continue to live in fear of what “might”
happen or what they perceive “could”
affect them negatively. Yes, planning
ahead helps us deal with unknown circumstances, but as those who trust in the Almighty God who reigns sovereignly over
all things, we should not be the kind of
people living with fear. Christians are redeemed by Jesus to be peacemakers
(Matthew 5:9) and comforters (2 Corinthians 1:3-5), and bold witnesses (Acts 1:7),
not frightened worriers (Matthew 6:2534). We are not to live in such paralyzing
fear of what we might lose or miss out on
in this life since so much is promised us
one day in the presence of our Savior Jesus. If you do live in fear, remember that
the perfect love of Jesus casts out all fear
(1 John 4:18). Ask yourself, is being afraid
making you a better follower of Jesus?
Have your fears drawn you closer to Christ
or pushed you further away as you strive
to take control of want you are most
afraid of? Live wisely, making the best use
of your time by living boldly and unashamedly for the sake of the gospel of Jesus
Christ, “for God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control.” (2
Timothy 1:7) May God bless you richly as
you surrender daily to living with Christlike wisdom and love.

One word that could describe the digression of our culture today would be
“dissatisfaction”. Every commercial and
advertisement feeds the human need to
be satisfied with something new or something else. “Get ___ and you will finally be
happy!” “Subscribe to ____ and you will
be fulfilled!” You would think that there
would be fewer dissatisfied people in our
world today due to the plethora of options
at our disposal, but the opposite seems to
be true. This is certainly NOT a new phenomenon (Eccl. 1:9), but it is one that has
had many effects on our society and even
our churches. When people long for something more in this life, we all too often
look for it in the created things of this
world rather than in the God who created
us (Romans 1:22-23). This just leaves the
human soul empty and searching for the
next thing to fill our longing. The most
disheartening aspect of such a public display of discontentment is just how bold
and unashamed people have become in
expressing their dissatisfaction with life.
So how do we live in the midst of this kind
of cultural confusion as wise followers of
Christ? If we are going to make the best
use of our time as wise Christians, then
our first step is to live as those who are
supremely satisfied with knowing and loving Jesus. Knowing God is his WILL for us
all, which is where true wisdom begins
(Proverbs 9:10). This means that your life
as a Christian should be marked by an
abiding fulfillment in Jesus that does not
In Christ,
fall prey to the voices of dissatisfaction
pervading our world. Is Jesus your all satisfying joy, making all other things a very

Pastor Oren
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During Vision Night last month, I shared where our children and
family ministry is at and where we want to go. For the First Focus this month, I thought I would share some of what we discussed at Vision Night, and go into some things with a little
more detail.

At Vision Night, I shared how we are all going to make a dedicated effort in allowing more child involvement in worship. We are
looking at ways to have kids take more ownership of their
church, allowing them to read up front, help take up offering,
giving them a chance to greet, and more.

In previous years, I have tried to have a theme to keep us focused as we go along. At first, we started with R.E.A.L. where I
encouraged us to be Relational, Experiential, Applicable, and
Learner-Based in all we do. At another Vision Night, I challenged
us to remember the three keys of children’s ministry: To Know
and Love Jesus, Bible Skills, and Serving Others.

Next year, we are on track to introduce Masterpiece Kids Music.
Like MK Art, MK Music will teach kids the basics of music, reading notes, singing in a choir, and more. We hope this be a big
outreach for us, as well as a way to give children the chance to
worship in creative ways. This is also just a small piece of a larger music focus in our children’s and preschool department.

This year’s theme is one that goes along hand in hand with what
we focused on before…buckets and pipes. On Vision Night, I
held both objects up and asked what was the difference? Buckets collect things. Pipes channel things.

While it may not be soon, at Vision Night, I shared my dream of
hosting a family retreat for our moms, dads, and kids. This
would be a weekend where parents would be refreshed and
ready to take on a bigger role in spiritually leading their children…and children would be equipped to share the gospel with
their friends.

We want to pour love into these kids. That’s great! But we have
to prepare them and give them opportunities to share that love.
We can make disciples that make disciples.

Earlier I said that part of our challenge in leading Pipes not
Buckets is making sure our kids truly understand the gospel so
they can share it with confidence. One way we look forward to
training our kids, is our very one home-made curriculum. This is
something that we have started looking at and are excited to
share more with you all soon. In fact, some of you may be asked
to help create a lesson, making this a creation of FBC as a
whole.

And this shouldn’t be a church of tomorrow thing…our kids are
the church of today. We don’t have to add new programs or
reinvent the wheel; kids make disciples the same way Jesus did.
Jesus, through His everyday life, sought to meet the spiritual,
physical and emotional needs of those around Him.
What if I told you we could put Christian missionaries in schools,
children’s sports teams, kids clubs, even in local homes. Of
course, we would love it. And that is exactly what our children
can be…followers of Jesus who share the good news in their
schools, clubs, and beyond. Most people come to Christ as a
child and who better to lead a child to Christ than another child?

Of course, there are so many other things that we have planned
or considering. In all these things, we are asking for God’s guidance and will to be done. Please continue to pray for this vital
ministry and the volunteers who help keep it running!
September is going to be a great month. We are currently working on a special family worship night, so please stay tuned to
our Facebook and weekly bulletins for more information on
that. We’re also asking that you please keep your eyes peeled
for good deals on Halloween candy. We’re making preparations
for our Neighborhood Block Party and last year we had over 500
people come. If you can, please grab a bag or two and leave
them in the white donation box by the sanctuary. Between the
candy and sharing the gospel, we can help people taste and see
that the Lord is good!

Together, we need to continue engaging kids to share the good
news so that when they are out they have such confidence to
share the hope that they believe. Part of that means making
sure our children clearly understand the Gospel, so that they
can share it with confidence. Part of that also means that we
have to give children the opportunity to serve, especially outside the church walls when appropriate.
How are we going to do this? We don’t have to dramatically
change what we are doing already…like I said earlier, this is
something that goes along side what we have previously sought
to accomplish. But, we do have some upcoming plans and
dreams for the future that will help.

David
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Wednesday, September 27

Louisiana Baptist Churches have provided non-perishable groceries, paper
products, and cleaning supplies through the annual Fall Food Roundup
since the early 1900's. In just 4 weeks, LBCH cottage dads and staff drive
across the state, stop at about 450 church collection points, and pick up
about twenty U-Haul truck loads of items. God works through these cooperative efforts to provide the non-perishable food needs for your Louisiana
Baptist Children's Home for an entire year! Money received from the
Roundup is used to purchase milk, bread, eggs, meat, and fresh produce
needed throughout the year. Thank you for giving!

You are invited to a pot luck salad luncheon Tuesday,
September 5th. Bring your favorite salad and join us
for coffee and conversation at 10:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Then, hear our guest speaker, Janie Wise,
Director of Women’s Missions and Ministries for our
state. Everyone is welcome.

$10,000

Baked Beans
Bathroom Tissue
BBQ Sauce
*Body Wash
*Bottled Juice
Brownie Mix
Cake Mixes & Icing
Canned Chicken
Canned Vegetables (Butter/Lima/
Pinto/Red Beans; Black-Eyed/
Purple Hull Peas/Greens)
*Cereal (Children’s Brands)
Chili w/o Beans
*Cleaning Supplies (Bathroom/
Kitchen/Furniture Polish)
Clorox Bleach & Wipes
*Condensed & Evaporated Milk
Cookies & Cookie Mix
*Cooking Oil & Criso Shortening
*Corn Meal (Plain/Self-rising)
*Crackers (Ritz/Saltines)
Dishwasher Detergent
Disinfectant Spray
Dryer Sheets
Facial Tissues
*Flavors (Lemon/Vanilla/Almond)
Flour (Plain/Self-rising)
*Freezer Bags (Qt. & Gal.)
*Fruit (Canned)
*Gravy Mixes
Green Chiles
Grits (Regular/Instant)
Hair Spray
*Hand Soap/Sanitizer
Hot Sauce
Instant Pie Filling (Chocolate/
Vanilla)
Jelly/Jam (Apple/Grape/Strawberry)
5 Jiffy Cornbread Mix

*Kool-Aid
*Laundry Detergent (HE-Liquid)
*Mayonnaise Muffin Mixes Mushrooms (Canned/Bottled)
*Napkins
Oatmeal (Instant)
*Onion Soup Mix
*Pam Cooking Spray
Paper Towels
Pastas
Peanut Butter (Smooth & Crunchy)
*Pickles & Relish (Dill/Sweet)
Pie Fillings (Canned)
Popcorn
*Pop Tarts
Potatoes (Boxed & Instant)
*Rice (Instant & Boxed Dinners)
*Salad Dressings Soups (Variety/
Cream of Chic/Mush)
Soy & Teriyaki Sauce
Spaghetti Sauce
Spices (Black Pepper/Tony’s/Garlic/
Onion Powder)
Stove Top Stuffing
Sugar (Regular, Brown & Powdered)
Syrup (Chocolate/Pancake/White
Karo)
Taco Seasoning Tea (Regular/Decaf)
Tomatoes (Diced/Stewed/Rotel)
Tomato Sauce/Paste
*Velveeta Cheese
Vinegar (Apple Cider & White)
Worcestershire Sauce
No gallon size cans please! Meals
are prepared in each of our
cottages, not cafeteria style.
*Much Needed Items.
THANKS!

As a youth pastor, my biggest fear is seeing students
walk away from the church. I have seen many different students who where once dedicated to the
church walk away once they got to college. According to Lifeway research, around 70% percent of students that where once active in church are no longer involved with a local body of believers. This
means if we have ten students regularly attending
our services, only three will remain once they graduate. This statistic is a very real to those active within
the church today. We all know friends and family
members that fall into this category. As a youth pastor, it is my job to help our students develop into
active church members that stay dedicated to Christ
and the church long after they leave the youth
group. The truth is, not every student is going to
stay active in church, but I believe the following
methods can lower the percentage within our own
church.
1. Discipleship
I believe the most import factor in keeping a student
in church long after they leave the youth group is
discipleship. Sadly, many different people view student ministry as a holding tank with different activities to get teenagers in the doors of the church. The
problem with this idea is it has no roots. The student
may stay around for years, but once something cooler comes along, they no longer have a reason to
attend church. Here at First Baptist, our goal is to
base everything we do on the Word of God. Events
are great, but we make sure our students know that
the reason we gather is to study the Word. We want
to see students planted in the law of God though
Bible Study, one-on-one discipleship, and worship.

According to Psalm 1, if we do this, students will
prosper.
2. Committed Parents
A second factor in keeping students within the
church is having parents who are committed to the
church. Different studies have shown that students
that have parents active in church will follow in their
parent’s footsteps and go on to be involved in a
church after they leave home. One of the biggest
tools in shaping a young man or young woman is the
parent’s involvement. As a youth minister, I only see
students a few hours a week, but as a parent, you
get to spend every day with your child. If you place a
great deal upon Christ within your home, there is a
great chance your child will do the same.
3. Purpose
The last factor in keeping a student active in church
is giving them a purpose for being there. Youth ministry is a great tool for the church, but it should not
be the only place within the church that students
are active. As a church, we should seek different
ways to involve our students. Students are very talented and should be given a chance to serve the
church in worship and other places within our
church. God has given us a great group of talented
students, but if they feel they have no purpose within our church, they will have no reason to come. We
must work hard to give our students a purpose.
Studies show if they have a purpose they will stay
active.

Mason

Mon.-Wed., September 25-27
10:30 am daily
Monday at Zoar Baptist Church
Tuesday at First Baptist Church
Wednesday at Istrouma Baptist Church
Lunch is provided at each church for $5 per day.
Joe McKeever will be our guest preacher, with
music provided by each church. Our Young at
Heart Singers will be singing, as well!

Congratulations to Hannah Robson,
who recently received her Ph.D. in
Environmental Science from LSU!

This is a great opportunity to bring neighbors
and friends. We look forward to seeing you at
each church for our Senior Adult Revival!
This is a BAGBR-sponsored event.
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We are now accepting nominations for FBC Trustees. Trustees
are elected by the members of
FBC to serve a 3-year term beginning on January 1st. Stop by the
hall table near the office and pick
up a nomination form, which
includes the qualifications required of a First Baptist Church
trustee. Be in prayer about who
you might nominate, and be sure
to return your forms to us by
October 1st!

Vision night is always an important time in our church where we
get to look back at where we have been and look forward to
where we are going as FBCBR. I always look forward to this time
of sharing and giving thanks to God for how he is leading His
church through our various ministries. In case you did not get to
attend Vision night, I thought I would share with you some of
the exciting things we have coming up in the life of our church
and music ministry. I have listed them below and given you updates on where we are going and future outlook.

our ministry to include more church members and families to
greet our guests throughout the Bible study and worship hours.
More information and training sessions will be given on September 24th at 4 pm. We will need many smiles and friendly people
who are eager to serve on this ministry in making our guests feel
welcomed!
Navajo Mission Trip
This summer, we took 7 FBC members to serve on the Navajo
Indian Reservation. Our mission each year is to build a new
church, and provide VBS and sports camp for the Navajo children. We will be headed again to the Navajo Nation on June 915, 2018 and are looking to add more to our team! Join us on
mission or sponsor someone to go with us! More information on
this trip will be given through a special dinner at the house of
John and Carol Lizana on June 8th at 6:30pm. Please RSVP with
me if you would like to attend.

Sanctuary Choir
This year we had the opportunity to host the Moody Bible Women’s Choir as well as a Palm Sunday special worship service with
full choir and orchestra entitled “Songs of the Cross”. The choir
has been working on this years’ Christmas music since January!

On December 8th and 9th, the choir will perform the Christmas
portion of Handel’s Messiah. We are excited to be working on
this wonderful, timeless work and share it with our community.
Also, don’t forget to mark your calendar for our Downtown
These areas of ministry are just a snapshot of where I believe
Christmas Pilgrimage on December 10th.
God is leading our church. I am grateful to serve with you as we
Young at Heart Singers
see how God is using us to advance His Kingdom. Let us press
on; knowing our work is not in vain.
Our Senior Adult choir, under the direction of Yannah Gustafson,
has been busy preparing to share their talents throughout our Love,
community. Earlier this year, the Young at Heart Singers sang at
Baton Rouge General Hospital as part of their “Arts in Medicine”
Program which showcases local musicians during the cafeteria
lunch hour. Young at Heart Choir has also been performing at
several local Senior Adult lunches at
churches in our area. Mark your calendar
for October 22nd as Young at Heart will be
performing after church on our annual
Senior Adult Day!

Jason

Fine Arts Academy
Progress has been made to begin the work
of making the Fine Arts Academy a reality.
Monies have been given to purchase and
install new doors to provide classroom
spaces for private instruction in music and
art. The rooms will still need to be painted
and furnished before we can begin, but
our goal is to begin lessons by January
2018.

Friday, September 8th // 6:30 pm
at the home of John and Carol Lizana
17250 Belle Helene Dr., Baton Rouge, 70817
Please RSVP to Jason Haynes or Carol Lizana if you plan to attend.

Greeter Ministry
Every Sunday, our Deacons have greeted
you at the door and provided you with a
worship bulletin. We are looking to expand
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We know this is the time of year when everyone starts putting together their family calendars
through Christmas, so we wanted to give you a heads up about what’s coming up!
SEPTEMBER
17
24

Georgia Barnette Offering for State Missions
Sunday Evening Baptist History Study begins

OCTOBER
1
4-7
17
19-21
22
31

Trustee Nominations Due
Directory Photos Week 1
BAGBR Annual Meeting
Directory Photos Week 2
Senior Adult Sunday/Young at Heart Singers Concert
Block Party

NOVEMBER
19-20 Youth Evangelism Conference
21
Thanksgiving Dinner

DECEMBER
1
8-9
10
10
17
24

Downtown Christmas Festival of Lights
Handel’s Messiah Performances
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
Downtown Christmas Pilgrimage
Church Wide Christmas Party
Christmas Eve Service
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Hurricane Harvey Flood Relief
A Note from Pastor Oren
Dear FBC Family,
In the wake of the terrible disaster that has
come to South Texas due to Hurricane Harvey, I want to communicate to you some
ways we as a church family can respond. I
know many of you have posted on social
media ways to respond now, and it is necessary that we do so. The best approach is for
us to unite together in the same ways. The
FBC staff has been in communication with a
number of different organizations and ministries so we can put our resources to the best
use for the greatest good.
As of now, the primary objective in South
Texas is search and rescue. From Corpus
Christi to Houston and in many other areas,
there is still uncontrolled flooding, and many
rivers and streams have not even reached
their peak crest, which means more flooding
in the days to come. Even today, the torrential rain continues to fall in the Houston area
and the rescue efforts will be of utmost importance until the water recedes. Unless you
have a boat and are trained in search and
rescue operations, there isn’t much you can
do “on the ground”. It is a helpless feeling,
but not one which we have to live with. As
we saw in our own city last year, the damage
from flooding will be widespread and the
need will be substantial for years to come. I
want to give you 4 primary ways that we can
contribute to the recovery in Houston over 3
different time frames: immediately, short
term over the coming weeks, and long term
in the months ahead.
Immediate
The Southern Baptist Disaster Relief (SBCDR)
teams are organized and operated by the
North American Mission Board. They already
have teams on site and are continuing to
mobilize massive groups of volunteers to
make their way into Houston once it is safe.
You can help with this effort by simply giving
funds to support the immediate recovery
effort through SBC Disaster Relief. Unlike
some other organizations that have to pay
their workers and coordinators, the SBCDR
operates with volunteers and the paid staff is
not funded by any donations. So 100% of
what is given will go directly to the recovery
effort. From your phone you can text SEND
RELIEF to 41444 and make an immediate

contribution. You can also visit www.namb.net/donations to make an
online donation to Send Relief (click on the
Send Relief link and enter amount you want
to give).

SBC Disaster Relief and send volunteers from
our church family to Houston as often as
possible to give assistance where it is needed.

We will also be coordinating with University
Baptist Church Houston as a partner to help
with recovery. This is where Jason Haynes
There will be 2 short-term projects that we
grew up attending church and they have first
will be participating in over the next 2-3
-hand knowledge of what is needed and how
weeks to help with recovery effort.
we can meet that need. So keep your eyes
Water collection is going to be a major need and ears open in the coming days for inforin South Texas over the next several weeks. mation on when we plan to go and what we
By simply picking up a case of bottled water plan to do.
and dropping it off at the church, we can
Text “FLOOD” to 97000 to receive updates
collect several dozen cases of water to doon your phone on how you can help our connate where it is needed.
tinued efforts in the upcoming weeks and
We will also begin collecting supplies to put months.
into Recovery Buckets. These 5-gallon buck- (You will receive auto-dialed text alerts from FBC Baton Rouge.
No consent req’d for purchase. MSG & data rates may apply.
ets will be filled with necessary supplies for
frequency varies. Reply STOP to stop, HELP for help. Terms:
the clean-up effort that will begin as soon as MSG
HTTP://97000.co/t. Privacy policy: HTTP://97000.com/h.)
floodwaters recede. Each bucket will cost
approximately $65 to prepare, and our hope Visit the website below to read how you can
become a SBC Disaster Relief Volunteer
is that every home in FBC BR will provide 1
https://www.namb.net/news/volunteersbucket for a home in Houston/South Texas. See the back of this page for the list that needed-as-houston-endures-deluge/
details what will go into each Recovery Buck- #82911452
et. You can participate in this ministry in 3
ways:
Other opportunities to get involved:
You can collect the bucket (with lid) and all
Houston Food Bank
of the items and bring it to the church for
collection and distribution.
Food banks will be on the front line of
providing relief to people who've lost access
You can donate individual items for addito nutritious food, and the Houston Food
tional buckets to be put together by our
Bank will be providing immediate food districhurch family
bution to the families most in need. According to the Houston Food Bank, every one
You can donate funds to help purchase
dollar you give can provide a full day of
needed items
meals to a family in need in southeast Texas.
We will be taking these recovery buckets to
Texas Diaper Bank
Texas as soon as we can get our 1st team
organized and ready to roll. This will begin
While food banks will provide food, the Texthe long-term phase of our efforts
as Diaper Bank will be stepping up in to provide diapers, since they're not provided by
Long-Term
relief agencies. The bank gives seniors, baAs we have seen on the many new reports
bies and the disabled over 1.1 million diapers
and articles, the long term effects of this
per year, and they also made this adorable
storm in South Texas are almost too big to
video featuring extremely Texas babies in
conceive. It will cost billions upon billions of cowboy hats and cowboy boots.
dollars to help people in that area get back
to some kind of normalcy. But money will
not be the ultimate need; it will be willing
Visit www.fbcbr.com/houston-floodpeople who volunteer their time and energy recovery to find clickable links to everything!
to show up and meet the needs of the millions affected. So our plan is to partner with
Short-Term
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Flood Relief Cleaning Buckets
 1 5-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid
 Liquid laundry detergent (two 25-oz. bottles or one 50-oz. bottle)
 Liquid household cleaner (12-16 oz. liquid cleaner that can be mixed with
water. No spray cleaners.)
 Dish soap (16-28 oz. bottle, any brand)
 1 can air freshener (aerosol or pump)
 1 insect-repellant spray (6-14 oz. aerosol or spray pump with protective
cover)
 1 scrub brush (plastic or wooden handle)
 Cleaning wipes (handy wipes or reusable wipes)
 7 sponges (no cellulose sponges due to mold issues)
 5 scouring pads
 50 clothes pins
 Clothesline
 Heavy duty trash bags (33-45 gallon sizes)
 5 dust masks
 2 pairs kitchen dishwashing gloves (for multiple uses)
 1 pair work gloves (cotton or leather)

All items must be new. No powders please. Donations are welcome.
Bucket value: $65.00.
Please make checks to FBC and notate “Flood Relief Buckets”
Visit fbcbr.com for more info about how you can help!
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