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This month marks the 500th year 
since the Protestant Reformation began in 
Wittenburg, Germany in the year 1517. We 
as Baptists have not always emphasized the 
events of the Reformation since our past 
experiences in the “free church” movement 
throughout Europe were checkered with 
persecution and heartache at the hands of 
both Catholic and Protestant churches. But, 
we must not allow our past troubles to tar-
nish what is likely the most important event 
in the past 500 years in human history. The 
Protestant Reformation is one of the key 
factors in what launched the growth and 
prosperity of Western Civilization, including 
the formation of our own country, the Unit-
ed States. There is so much that we should 
praise God for in how he used many brave 
men and women over the past 500 years to 
pave the way for us today. Our doctrine, 
government, homes, and workplaces have 
all been deeply affected by what took place 
in Europe in the middle of the 16th century. 
From Martin Luther’s 95 Theses, to the 
brave English Separatists, to the Pilgrims at 
Plymouth Rock, to the formation of our free 
country, and to the spread of the gospel and 
the church around the world, every event 
has followed what began in 1517 as an 
attempt to simply redirect the church to a 
purer, biblical pattern of worship and life. 
Here are 3 gifts of God through the Refor-
mation that we should thank Him for: 

The Bible 

At the heart of the Protestant Reformation 
was the effort to recover the truth of God’s 
Word as it had been handed down by the 
apostles and recorded for the sake of the 
church. Just decades before (1440 A.D.), 
Johannes Guttenberg’s printing press revo-
lutionized man’s ability to print and distrib-
ute works of literature. Of all the books that 
men and women desired to read, it was the 
Holy Bible that captured their attention and 
affections. To hold in their hands the sacred 
writings of the prophets and apostles, and 
to read in their homes the Gospels of Jesus 
Christ was the thrill of their lives. With the 
technology of the printing press, distribution 
of God’s Word was finally possible, and the 
reformers made sure that it was made avail-
able for the sake of the souls of everyone 
who desired to read it. If the Protestant 
Reformation was a spiritual, economic, and 
social fire in Europe, then the Bible was the 

fuel for that flame, kindling in 
the hearts of man a longing to 
know God more personally 
and to exalt the name of Je-

sus in their churches as his Word was pro-
claimed. Scripture alone (Sola Scriptura) was 
God’s revelation of himself to mankind unto 
salvation. In a modern era when so many 
men and women of critical convictions are 
so quick to dismiss parts of the Bible as out-
dated and unnecessary, and while debates 
rage over inerrancy and infallibility of the 
Bible, we should be thankful that there were 
generations of faithful believers who cher-
ished the day when they held the printed 
Word of God in their hands. If it were not 
for them, we wouldn’t have a Bible to fight 

over today. 
12 For the word of God is living 

and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and 
of spirit, of joints and of marrow, 
and discerning the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden 
from his sight, but all are naked and ex-
posed to the eyes of him to whom we must 
give account. (Hebrews 4:12-13) 

Orthodox Christian doctrine 

The Reformation also centered on recover-
ing faithful Christian doctrine as taught by 
the apostles and as proclaimed for the good 
of men’s souls. The primary emphasis was 
upon believing the gospel of Jesus Christ as 
the only means of being forgiven for our sin 
and blessed with eternal life in Him. For ag-
es, the Roman Catholic Church required 
religious works along with faith in the 
church and adherence to papal edicts to 
ensure one’s place with God. This produced 
corruption in the church and in the govern-
ment, leading to widespread oppression 
among the people. But once the Word of 
God was set loose in the pulpits and the 
pews in the churches throughout Europe, it 
became impossible to ignore the gospel of 
Jesus Christ as the only hope for man’s sal-
vation. Only by God’s grace alone (sola gra-
cia), through man’s faith alone (sola fide), in 
Christ Jesus alone (solus Christus) can any 
person be truly and forever saved 
(Ephesians 2:1-10). No longer were religious 
works the mark of salvation, but faith in 
Jesus by the power of God to regenerate our 
dead hearts and make us alive with Christ. 
The faithful and orthodox doctrine of the 
faithful, gospel centered churches today are 
a result of courageous men and women who 
stood on the truth of God’s Word in His gos-
pel. For many of them, it cost them their 
lives, but it was a price well worth the re-

ward. We too must look to Christ Jesus and 
remain steadfastly committed to Him, for in 
Jesus alone will our lives be to God’s glory 
(Soli Deo Gloria).  

Value of every life for the kingdom 

The middle ages had created enormous eco-
nomic, social, and political inequalities and 
oppression, both in the state and in the 
church, to the point that people came to 
believe that their lives really didn’t matter 
for the sake of God’s kingdom. But the 
Protestant Reformation restored a Biblical 
understanding that every human being is an 
image bearer of God and has been given the 
inherent value of a life to be lived for the 
glory of God. Separation by class or occupa-
tion was renounced, and people of every 
economic status were called to serve the 
Lord with their whole heart. Every job, fami-
ly, and deed mattered to God; therefore it 
should also matter to us. The revelation of 
the complete Lordship of Jesus Christ over 
every aspect of our lives revolutionized how 
people viewed their responsibilities as hus-
bands and wives, as parents, as employers 
and employees, and as neighbors. Of 
course, this new understanding of the value 
of human life was not immediately em-
braced by all people. Yet slowly over the 
coming centuries, this spark of Biblical fideli-
ty would bring more economic and social 
justices to the forefront of every culture as 
well as to establish in the hearts of men and 
women a desire to work hard at their jobs 
for the glory of God and for the good of 
their communities. This principle of the 
Reformation continues to have far-reaching 
impacts on our world today. We should be 
thankful to God for raising up strong believ-
ers who stood on the revealed truth that 
their lives were redeemed for great and 
simple acts of faith in God, which has been 
passed down to us through the ages. So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 
10:31) 

Let us all be grateful to God for what He has 
done to preserve His church and to glorify 
His holy name in the lives of weak and wea-
ry sinners like us. All those who have gone 
before us were instruments in the hands of 
God to be used according to his will for the 
sake of his great name. May the same be 
said of us today.  

To God be the Glory! 

Pastor Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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Last month I had the opportunity to 
attend KidMin, a children’s ministry con-
ference, in Chicago. A big thank you to all 
the volunteers who stepped up and al-
lowed me to take off for a weekend! 

KidMin is just one of the conferences and 
meetings I attend each year, but it’s one 
of my favorites. I love the experiential 
training they put on…we’re constantly 
moving around, talking, playing, praying…
it’s more than just sitting down and lis-
tening! There is just something special 
about being able to be around others 
who share a similar calling. People who 
understand that kids aren’t the church of 
tomorrow…they are the church of today! 

Another reason I love KidMin is that they 
invited me to host the preshows for the 
general sessions. I got to give away tons 
of prizes and play games with the audi-
ence. It’s a blast to have fun with hun-
dreds of other children’s ministers, then 
later on, to join them in worship. 

In one game we played, we challenged 
the crowd to make us laugh. We asked 
them to fill in the blank: you know you’re 
a children’s minister when… many of you 
have served in children’s ministry in one 
way or another, so I thought you would 
get a kick out of their responses. Here are 
my top 20 favorites written by those 
attending KidMin… 

You know you’re in Kids Ministry when... 

 your whole family saves their empty 
water bottles and paper towel and toi-
let paper rolls. 

 you're friends with more kids than 
adults 

 bodily fluids no longer 
gross you out 

 they drop off the kids off 
and run 

 you can create a game on 
the spot! 

 eating bugs in class is part 
of the lesson 

 your fingers are glued together after 
church 

 you tell random children (and adults) to 
use their inside voices and walking feet 

 you are doing all the motions to songs 
during church worship time 

 you smell like spit up and you don't 
have a baby or grand baby 

 you wear t-shirts and comfy shoes to 
church 

 you turn everything into a song 

 you permanently have snot spots on 
your shoulder 

 you have a rubber chicken and a Bible 
next to each other on your desk 

 you stay at the church until 2 am 
putting 29 puzzles together. 

 you practice object lessons in your 
kitchen at 1am 

 you encounter all the bodily fluids in 
one day. 

 you get your cardio done before 11am 
on Sunday morning during worship! 

 you belch in public because you know 
someone will laugh 

 you have to say potty instead of re-
stroom, even around grownups! 

Wow, looking back now, there were a lot 
more involving gross things then I re-
membered! It’s like a shirt I got while in 
Chicago says…Children’s ministry is 
messy, and I love it! Along with all the fun 
we had, I was able to pick up some 
knowledge along the way, and I look for-
ward to sharing that with our team in the 
months ahead. 

Now let’s look at what’s coming up in 
October for the children’s ministry! 

October 20th: Bonfire Night at Pastor 
Oren’s Home // This is a joint kids and 
youth event! We’ll have food, games, and 
worship all around a big bonfire! Be keep-
ing an eye out for more details. 

October 29th: Preschool Parents Break-
fast // Come early and fellowship with 
VIPs and enjoy breakfast! We have anoth-
er free gift for parents, so don’t miss it! 

October 31st: Neighborhood Block Par-
ty // If you would like to help, please see 
Jim Simon. If you would like to bring 
bagged candy for us to give away, please 
leave it in the white donation box, or 
drop it by the office! 

Finally, please pray about serving in our 
children’s ministry. We’re growing, and 
we need volunteers who will be with 
these kids, build relationships with them, 
and share with them the good news of 
Jesus. Simply pray and see if God is lead-
ing you to serve. As you can see above, 
we have a fun time! Please let me know if 
you’re interested in joining our team! 

David 
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It’s that time again! Go ahead 

and get started on your Opera-

tion Christmas Child shoebox 

gifts! We will have materials 

out very soon to help you label 

your box. Boxes are due in mid-

November! More info to come! 

Friday, October 20  
at the Conners’ home 

October 4-7, 19-21 // Call the church office 

to sign up or to confirm your photography 

appointment time! 

Wednesday, October 25 

5:30 pm 

in the fellowship hall 

All FBC members are invited and  

encouraged to attend! 
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FBC hosted the Senior Adult Revival and the Revival was a success!! 
Thank you FBC for always being great hosts. Special thanks to Yannah 
Gustafson and her Young at Heart Choir. Great job as usual. Thanks to 
Pastor Oren Conner, Jason Haynes, David Jennings and our great support 
staff for pulling off another event. And our kitchen crew did an amazing 
job as well. Thanks Mr. Charles Foster and crew!! Fran Drago, always 
behind the scenes setting up flowers and all! Thank you Thank you!! It 
was great to partner with our BAGBR association and I sure hope you got 
your picture drawn by our guest preacher Bro. Joe McKeever. Here are a 
few pictures from the event. 

Don't miss out on our Senior Adult Day!! Sunday October 22nd. Our Young at Heart will be 
leading in the worship service, and will have a special presentation around 12:45 after we 

eat a fantastic Gumbo luncheon. We will be in the fellowship hall. This is always a fun 
event and I hope you will bring your family and friends!! Yannah Gustafson and musicians 

do a great job. We all want to see you there!! 
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October 31st, 2017 marks an important anniversary in the 
protestant churches around the world. 500 years ago, in 
1517, the German theologian Martin Luther caused a stir 
when he nailed the famous 95 theses on the church door in 
Wittenberg, seeking reformation among the German Church. 
His famous act brought about much persecution on him as 
he was labeled a heretic and was threatened to repent or 
possibly lose his life. 

One of the things Martin Luther sought to restore was con-
gregational song in the church. Prior to the reformation, the 
traditions of the church revolved around the Medieval Mass 
with Latin chants sung by the priests. Congregational singing 
was practically nonexistent. Luther sought to change this 
through the writing of new hymns in the German language. 
He encouraged this new writing among musicians through-
out Germany and even published a small hymnal. Scholars 
believe over 25,000 hymns were written in Germany the first 
100 years of the reformation. Luther was a champion for this 
rise of new church music and became titled “The Father of 
Congregational Song”. 

The most popular Luther hymn that protestant churches sing 
today, Ein Feste Burg ist unser Gott, was written from Psalm 
46. This month, we will join with congregations across the 
world as we sing “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” and cele-
brating this important anniversary in which the return of 
congregational singing began. 

Luther loved combining scripture and song together. He 
sought to do that through the hymnody that congregations 
sang every week. Luther said, “I have no use for cranks who 
despise music, because it is a gift from God… Next after the-
ology I give to music the highest place and the greatest hon-
or…Next to the Word of God, only music deserves to be ex-
tolled as the mistress and governess of the feelings of the 
human heart.” 

Let us press on to continue to sing our faith and doctrine 
through the singing of hymns old and new. Luther’s desire to 
sing is rooted in the Bible and we must continue today to 
sing these truths to each other and to our God who is worthy 
of all praise! 

Happy Reformation! 

 Jason 

     On the college front: Our semester  
   seems to be passing by incredibly fast.  
   Thank you FBC for always looking out  
  for college student visitors. Y'all have been doing 
a great job welcoming them. We have had a lot of graduate stu-
dents and some have even been plugging into our GAP class. 
Please be in prayer for a couple of our events. On October 12th, 
we are hosting the TNT service out at the LSU BCM. Pastor Oren is 
bringing the Word. He will be talking about Discipleship & Bible 
study. We expect to see 200 students there. Then on October 
14th, we are hosting the Tailgating party for the Auburn game out 
at the BCM. This is always a fun event, and if you are out at LSU 
for the game, please stop by. Thank you for praying for our Col-
lege students. They are studying hard, playing hard and serving 
hard.  

Tuesday, October 17 

Missions and Ministries Fair 6:00 PM 
Annual Session 7:00 PM 

Florida Boulevard Baptist Church // 10950 Florida Boulevard 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Jerry Young 
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4-7 Directory Photos Week 1  
17 BAGBR Annual Meeting 
19-21 Directory Photos Week 2 
20 Kids & Youth Bonfire 
22 Senior Adult Sunday/Young at Heart Singers Concert 
25 Quarterly Business Meeting 
31 Block Party 
1, 8, 15, 29 Baptist History 
 

5 Daylight Saving Time ends 
12 Trustee Election 
19-20 Youth Evangelism Conference 
21 Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

1 Downtown Christmas Festival of Lights 
8-9 Handel’s Messiah Performances 
10 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
10 Downtown Christmas Pilgrimage 
17 Church Wide Christmas Party 
24 Christmas Eve Service 


