
  

Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  

for his steadfast love endures forever! 

1 Chronicles 16:34 

Tuesday, November 21 in the Fellowship Hall 

Dinner Served beginning at 5:30 pm 

Thanksgiving Service begins at 6:15 pm 

$7 for adults, $3 for children, $18 family maximum 
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The Gospel and the Nations 

On Sunday, November 5, the FBC Family 
will celebrate God’s abundant blessings 
upon our church in two 2 very significant 
ways. First of all, Sunday, November 5th 
will signify the beginning of a month of 
prayer for world missions, celebrated with 
our annual Parade of Flags. This celebra-
tion is designed to lead our church to begin 
praying for global missions, leading up to 
the Lottie Moon Week of Prayer and Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering in December, 
which supports missionaries around the 
world. Every year when we come to this 
special Sunday, I am reminded of the sheer 
magnitude of gospel proclamation to all 
people everywhere, or as Jesus com-
mands, that we must go “to the ends of 
the earth.” There are many who are going, 
but they need our help through prayer and 
faithful giving. The founder of the very 1st 
Baptist Mission Society was a man by the 
name of Andrew Fuller. He was an English 
Baptist pastor and theologian who be-
lieved that the church is commanded by 
God to go to the nations to proclaim the 
gospel. The first missionary sponsored by 
the BMS was William Carey, who is largely 
considered the very first Baptist missionary 
of what is called the modern missions 
movement. Carey and Fuller were good 
friends, and deeply committed to the 
Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). 
And it was Carey who famously told his 
friend Fuller before leaving for India, “I will 
go down into the pit, if you will hold the 
ropes.” The NT church serves the Lord God 
through our missions effort by sending 
willing men and women into the “pits” of 
darkness all over the world, and by holding 
the rope for them through our prayers and 
financial support. The task is enormous, 
but God is greater than any obstacle we 
may face.  

In a sermon entitled The Wailing of Risca, 
delivered on December 9, 1860, at Lon-
don’s Exeter Hall, C.H. Spurgeon implored 
his congregation with these words: “Oh, 
my brothers and sisters in Christ, if sin-
ners will be damned, at least let them 
leap to hell over our bodies; and if they 
will perish, let them perish with our arms 
about their knees, imploring them to stay, 
and not madly to destroy themselves. If 
hell must be filled, at least let it be filled 
in the teeth of our exertions, and let not 
one go there unwarned and unprayed 
for.” The impetus for our support of mis-
sions couldn’t be stated more clearly. 

Secondly, we will also come together as a 
church family to vote on approving the 
2018 FBC annual budget. This is such an 
important step in our ministry efforts to 
our city and our missions support around 
the world. Why is this so important? Well, 
it has to do with the gospel mission set 
before us and the plan that we envision to 
see it happen. Essentially, a budget is a 
financial plan to accomplish a certain num-
ber of goals in the upcoming year. The 
greatest of these goals is sharing the gos-
pel with as many people as possible, 
among the nations and in our neighbor-
hoods, so that God is glorified in changing 
rebels into worshipers (Eph.2:1-10). Chanc-
es are, many of you reading this article 
came to faith in Jesus through the ministry 
of a local church, which was supported by 
some form of a financial budget and pro-
vided through regular giving by faithful 
Christian men and women. God uses our 
financial gifts and our commitment to this 
local body of believers to lead others into 
His kingdom (3 John 5-8). Even in the earli-
est days of the New Testament church, 
Christian men and women gave of their 
resources to advance the gospel and meet 
the needs of others (Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-37,  
 

2 Cor. 8:1-5, 9:13). Not only are we called 
to bear witness to the Lordship of Jesus 
and the hope of salvation, but we are to 
support this work and witness in multiple 
areas through various methods of ministry.  

The glory of God in his generosity toward 
sinners like you and me should never be 
taken for granted. God has made us sons 
and daughters of his eternal kingdom as he 
lavished his grace upon us in Christ Jesus 
(Ephesians 1:3-10). We are the inheritance 
of the Lord and co-heirs with Jesus 
(Romans 8:17), therefore our lives should 
reflect an attitude to giving and sacrifice 
because we are already so rich in the Lord 
(Philippians 4:19). Your financial support of 
FBC and all of our ministries and ministers 
is for the sake of the kingdom of God in 
both visible and invisible ways (Romans 
8:24-25). With this set before us as our 
calling and our goal, I want to encourage 
every member of First Baptist Church of 
Baton Rouge to attend our budget presen-
tation and discussion on November 1st, 
and to join with us in worship on Sunday, 
November 5th as we rejoice together in all 
that God has done and call upon him to do 
even more by his grace according to his 
sovereign will. The 2018 budget vote will 
be held following the morning worship 
service on November 5th, so please do 
your best to be in attendance.  

It is such an honor and joy to my heart to 
serve the congregation of FBC. Your kind-
ness, generosity, and most of all your love 
for our Savior Jesus gives me such gladness 
as we walk together on this path of repent-
ance, obedience, and love of our King. I am 
looking forward with great anticipation to 
all that God will do in our church family in 
the coming year.  

To God Be the glory!  

Pastor Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 

Sunday, November 5 

in the Worship Service 

Wednesday, November 1 

5:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, November 5 

Following the Worship Service 
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2  Helen Langlois 
   Joyce Smith 
   Andy Perkins 
3  Frances Lithgoe 
   Carol McCutchen 
   Karla Long 

4  Billy Seay 
   Jimmy Thomas 
   Austin Lee 
7  Robbie Rome 
   Pam D’Armond 
   Kelsey Reynolds 

8  Bill Hise 
16  Gordon Loyd 
17  Mike Barr 
   Turner Lux 
19  Benjamin Cassel 
 

20  Dorothy Bowden 
   Marsha Smith 
22  Allen DeArmond 
23  Maureen Malone 
27  Ron Murray 
 

28  Carol Facundus 
   Michael R. Howes 
30  Marissa Wilson 
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I stood there confused by what i was 
seeing. Black shapes… some curved, 
others straight… all at different 
heights above the ground. I could see 
shapes that reminded me of letters, 
but I couldn’t make out what it was 
trying to say...there was too much 
missing it seemed. 

“You’ll have to come over here to see 
it,” my friend called out from a few 
feet away. As I walked his way, my 
perspective of those shapes started to 
change...with each step, the black 
shapes started to move into place. 

In the right spot, you could focus in 
and see the theme of ETCH 
2017...Nothing Less. ETCH is a chil-
dren and family ministry conference 
that you all were kind enough to let 
me attend. The theme, Nothing Less, 
comes from an quote by A. W. Tozer: 
“Nothing less than a whole Bible can 
make a whole Christian.” 

Focusing seemed to be a theme on 
the first night at the conference. 

On the main stage, they placed a gi-
ant set of scales. In one side, they 
placed blocks with words written on 
them: prayer, giving, serving, and 
evangelism. They easily outweighed 
the opposing empty side. But later on 
they added a single block to the emp-
ty side. It said Bible engagement, and 
as soon as it was added, it out-
weighed the other side’s blocks com-
bined and they were lifted up. 

“As you dive deep into the Bible, 
these other things grow,” said Eric 
Geiger, the speaker for the night. He 
made the point that you could give 
but not serve… or pray but not give… 
but when you dig into the Bible, when 
you dwell in it, you start to grow in 
these spiritual disciplines as well. 

A research team recently studied par-
ents of kids who have grown up and 
stayed with the faith. The results 
showed the biggest predictor of spir-
itual transformation is reading (being 
in) the Word of God. 

Colossians 3:15-16 says, “And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to 
which indeed you were called in one 
body. And be thankful. Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all wis-
dom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.” 

Whatever dwells in us, controls us. 
Whatever dwells in us comes out of 
us. 

“When the word of God dwells richly 
in a group of people, it is a pleasant 
ministry - no backbiting and complain-
ing,” said Eric. 

I’m glad to serve at a church with 
people who understand the im-
portance of dwelling in God’s Holy 
Word. 

 

Parents, you want to disciple your 
kids? Make sure you are reading the 
Bible with your kids. Engage and 
equip them with the truth. Instead of 
modifying their behavior with rules 
and the law...show how Jesus trans-
forms our hearts. “Discipleship does 
not happen apart from the Word of 
God,” said Eric. 

A huge thank you to all those who 
helped out with our Neighborhood 
Block Party. We had many of you do-
nate time, money, and candy to help 
us reach out to our community.  

A special thanks goes to Kaitlin Jordan 
and Jim Simon who helped plan and 
recruit to make this event happen. It 
was a team effort, and I thank you all! 

November is another busy month for 
us...we’ll be starting a special series 
during BAM where we will be digging 
into special songs of the Christmas 
season and seeing how they relate to 
the true Christmas story. We’re plan-
ning a special mystery event for fami-
lies as well, so make sure to keep an 
eye on Facebook for more infor-
mation…but not too much info...it is a 
mystery after all! 

David 
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Operation Christmas 
Child Boxes are due 

November 15! 

Through the years of having a March of International Flags, we have featured 
short snaps of information about some of the flags in the parade. Now, let’s see if 
we can learn something about our own flag: 

In legend, Betsy Ross designed the “Stars and Stripes” flag of the United States in 
1776. In fact, it probably was designed by Frances Hopkinson. In 1777, the Conti-
nental Congress passed a Flag Act, which stated that the flag have “13 stripes, 
alternate red and white; that the union be 13 stars, white in a blue field.” The 
stars and stripes represented original 13 colonies. In 1795, after Vermont and 
Kentucky joined the Union, the flag acquired two more stripes and stars. In 1818, 
a new act provided for 13 stripes and one star for each state, to be added to the 
flag on the Fourth of July following the admission of each new state. There have 
been 27 amendments. The last was in 1960 when Hawaii joined the Union, mak-
ing a total of 50 stars. 

It is under that red, white, and blue flag that we as Americans have the privilege, 
as well as the command as Christians, to take the Good News to the rest of the 
world. Make plans to contribute to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for Inter-
national Missions. 

Sunday, November 11 

Following the Worship Service 

Wednesday, November 8 

Sign up for a 30-minute slot! Set your clocks back Saturday,  
November 4 & sleep an extra hour! 

Friday & Saturday, December 8 & 9 

7:00 pm // Free Admission 
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Being a musician, I listen to many various genres of music. I 
have everything from classical to country music in my iTunes 
library to pick from. I enjoy these various types of music and 
listen to them often. The gift of song has a way of putting 
words to our feelings in times of joy or difficulty. However, 
music used in worship has a higher purpose. The music we 
sing for worship gives praise or worth to God, the giver and 
subject of our worship. These songs build our theology on the 
divine character of God as we rehearse the gospel story. 

Created for God’s Glory 

We are created to give glory to God. This is the purpose of our 
worship. Scripture speaks of this in Isaiah 43:7-“Everyone who 
is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, I will not 
give to another.” Also, Isaiah 42:8 states, “I am the Lord; that 
is my name; my glory I will give to no other.” Everything we do 
in our lives should give God glory and not ourselves. Singing 
solid theological songs is one of the ways we can give glory to 
God. 

More than Just Words 

One of the reasons I love music for worship is because the 
words mean more than just music for the sake of art. While 
there is enjoyment in music of all genres, there is not a higher 
satisfaction and joy than in giving praise through song to God 
in corporate and personal times of worship and devotion be-
cause of the truth we sing. Hymns and spiritual songs become 
reminders of the gospel to us personally and as a church and 
carry us through times of great joy and sorrow.  

Sing with Thanksgiving! 

In Psalms and throughout the New Testament, God’s word 
speaks of giving thanks as we sing. Psalm 27:8 says “and with 
my song I give thanks to him.” Colossians 3:16 also speaks of 
giving thanks as we sing, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankful-
ness in your hearts to God. “ 

Every day, we have an opportunity to give thanks to God for 
all He has given us- His creation, His compassion, mercy, and 
love for us through the death and resurrection of His Son. As 
we sing, we are retelling the gospel story to ourselves, each 
other, and the world around us. This story should fill us with a 
heart of thankfulness and joy. So let us sing loudly the song of 
the redeemed, to the One who has saved us by His grace and 
has been abundant in his love for us! 

 Jason 

Being a parent is not an easy task. I 
currently have no children of my 
own, but I have seen the blessings 
and heartaches that parents face 
on a daily basis. As a youth pastor, 
my job is to minister to the stu-
dents in our church, but I also have 
a calling to equip the parents of 
these students. We see in Scripture 
that a parent should love, disci-
pline, and care for their children. 
One of the most important tasks 
given within the Bible is the prac-
tice of teaching sons and daughters 
the ways of the Yahweh (The 

LORD). An example of this can be seen in Deuteronomy 6:4-9: 

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your might. And these words that I command you today 
shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your chil-
dren, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when 
you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you 
rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the door-
posts of your house and on your gates.” 

This is a very important passage for parents. Our church is a great 
place for our students to learn about our God, but we see in this 
text that the home plays an important role in this process. Stu-
dents spend around five hours at church each week. The majority 
of their time is within the home so my prayer is that our parents 
can learn to equip their students. I think there are three ways this 
can be done. 

1. Pray with your child.  

2. Read the Bible with your child. 

3. Live out your faith in front of your child.  

If we want our children to read, pray, and live out their faith, we 
need to give them footsteps they can follow. Being a parent is a 
high calling. As a pastor to students and parents, I would like to 
give you some resources to help you raise your children to love 
Christ. Below are resources that I use weekly and monthly to help 
me improve as a minister. I hope they can be a light for you as a 
parent. 

 Rooted: rootedministry.com  
This site has a great blog for parents.  

 The Gospel Coalition: thegospelcoalition.com  
This site is a great source that covers a lot of topics. They do 
not always have articles for parents, but when they do these 
writings are great tools. 

 Parenting Teens 
This is a magazine that our church has available to you for 
free. This is a production of Lifeway that is offered each 
month. For a copy see Mason.  

 Mason 
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Special thanks to Yannah Gustafson and all of her Young at Heart Singers and her Blue Grass Band. You all did a fantastic job! Thanks 
to Dr. Glenn Walden and Matt Foval for setting up the sound and all the logistics. Fran Drago did a great job with the decorations, as 
always. Laura Wilson and her hospitality crew did a great job serving our food. Charles Foster and kitchen crew—well done! We are 
getting spoiled with this good food. And thanks to our church staff for publicizing the event and for supporting our Senior Adults. 
Thanks to all who worked behind the scenes and helped this event to go extremely well!! We look forward to next year’s event. 
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 5 Daylight Saving Time ends 
 5 Parade of Flags 
 5 2018 Budget Vote 
 12 Trustee Election 
 19-20 Youth Evangelism Conference 
 21 Church-Wide Thanksgiving Dinner 
 

 1 Downtown Christmas Festival of Lights 
 8-9 Handel’s Messiah Performances 
 10 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
 10 Downtown Christmas Pilgrimage 
 17 Church Wide Christmas Party 
 24 Christmas Eve Service 


