a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
Disclaimer: This article first appeared in
the November 2012 edition of the FBC
First Focus. I’ve edited a few things, but
most of it is the same because the truths
are the same. God reigns, and his love
for us is unchanging. His mission and
purpose are unchanging as well. So let
us seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness this election season and in
all the seasons to come .
Believe it or not, it’s already November.
I’m glad November is finally here so we
can put the political season to rest and
move forward toward 2017. BUT we
must not move forward without seriously considering the importance of what
will be decided this year in our country
and how that will have a tremendous
effect on our lives. As a pastor, I have a
weighty responsibility to lead my people
faithfully according to the teachings of
scripture, yet I am often conflicted as to
how to address matters of the political
nature. Since there are so many strong
and divisive opinions regarding the condition of our nation in a hostile political
climate, it can be overwhelming. In addition to that, I am constantly reminded of
just how much compromise is rooted in
the process of political action. Everything from political campaigns to legislation is infused with compromise after
compromise, and that can lead to cynicism and crippling doubt in the average
voter. But Christians still have a direct
biblical mandate to live for Christ in this
fallen world, which includes how we are
involved as Christians with the political
process. I will not be endorsing candidates or parties in this article; rather I
want to give pastoral counsel as to how
we can pray and act faithfully and biblically for our churches, our city, and our
nation. The following is a list of 4 significant and necessary biblical “prayer requests” for our nation. At the heart of
these prayer requests is the Word of
God, which is our authority in all matters
of faith and action and apart from which

we could not know what God expects of
his people; and because we know what
God expects of his people, we can know
how to pray for ourselves and for one
another. (Personal request: please take
time to read the following scriptures)
We are expected to pray. In fact we are
commanded to pray for all people (1
Timothy 2:2). So it is wise bring before
God our concerns about this current
election, but we are to also seek God’s
will for us in whatever he gives us in this
life. First of all, we must pray that all
Christians seek God’s will in all things,
including who is elected to positions of
leadership in our nation. From school
board to president, God places in authority those whom He chooses and we
are subject to those authorities (Romans
13:1). As you pray, ask for God’s blessing
of increasing faith in your life as your
seek to live in subjection to His will for
you and for his church in this country
and under the authorities he appoints
for us.
Secondly, pray for the boldness to do
good according to what is pleasing to
God. Romans 13:3 reminds us that rules
are given to us for our good, as we
should be seeking the good of others. As
a Christian, you are to seek the good of
your fellow man (Jer. 29:7) which includes the actions you take in the voting
booth. You and I are expected to select
leaders according to what we believe
God’s Word declares is best for the
greatest good. Pray to God your heavenly Father for the wisdom and conviction
to vote without regret, nor in compromise of your Christian integrity for the
sake of political gain, trusting that God’s
will would be done. Once the dust from
November 8th settles and our new rulers are in place, regardless of the outcome you desired, live for what is good
according to God’s Word. God honors
faithful servants.

for all people and what is most honoring to God. Since all authorities are
“God’s servants for our good” (Romans
13:4). God’s expectation for government
leaders is to uphold justice, protect the
innocent, and punish wrongdoers. When
leaders fail at this, then God’s judgment
will be upon them. We are nonetheless
called to respect their authority and
pray for them that God would use elected officials to carry out his will on earth.
We can disagree, and even seek just actions against unqualified leaders, but are
to do so peacefully and in Christian love.
So let us pray faithfully that God would
work in those whom we elect to do his
will.
Finally, let us pray for God’s Spirit to
lead us daily into a deeper relationship
so that our lives reflect Christ to the
world. Just as Paul encouraged Timothy,
let us pray for God’s strength to live
peaceful and dignified lives for the glory
of God (1 Timothy 2:2-3). Our responses
to the conditions of this world say much
about how greatly (or how little) we
trust God. Be involved in the voting process because you care deeply about who
your leaders are; that is your God given
privilege and duty. But always bear in
mind who your Sovereign King is and
how completely He rules this universe.
You are “heirs with Christ,” and that can
never be taken away. Vote according to
your Christian world-view and spiritual
convictions in obedience to God. Pray
earnestly for your family, neighbors, and
fellow citizens. Lift up the lost to Christ
for the salvation of their souls and lift up
the hurting and broken that God would
restore them to life in Christ. Trust God
fully and live with the knowledge that
God’s purposes will be accomplished in
this life; not through politicians, but
through the actions of his people who
are called by his name. Thank you for
allowing me the privilege of serving as
your pastor. To God be the glory!

Third, pray that whoever is elected (in
every office) will seek to do what is best – Your Pastor, Oren
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was barely usable. How many times do we
pack our schedules with event after event
just for event sake, that we don’t allow
ourselves to be used by God. For your family, this might be a reminder of what your
family schedule looks like. As you fill your
calendar, it can be easy for you to become
overwhelmed and start to push your famiOne thing you don’t really think about be- ly’s faith off to the side.
fore you go on a long trip is the large varieOne thing shared at ETCH, was to rememties of bathrooms you will visit along the
ber quality vs quantity. ETCH reminded me
way.
families are busy, and we need to make
In October, I attended ETCH, Lifeway’s fam- sure we’re prepared to welcome them
ily ministry conference. I appreciate FBC when they come to our events. We need to
allowing me to go and grow in the area of make the most of our time with guests,
family ministry. I’m so excited to share making sure that each time they are with
with my team what I discovered, and it’s us they see our love for Jesus as well as
my hope that I can share a few things that their family. I hope that you’ll see that
will make them more effective in reaching effort in all of our events!
families for Jesus.
3. Washroom Worries
On my trip, I got to experience a number of
The bathroom: For this illustration, let’s
different bathrooms. Of course, as a chillook at the bathroom that was in my hotel
dren’s minister, I’m always on the lookout
room. The handle was broken! I have to
for objects that can be used as lessons. So,
say, I was a little panicked when I first disthis week, I thought I’d start here with a
covered this fact…it didn’t occur to me that
few quick thoughts from my trip using
I could just call and have it fixed. The wave
some of the bathrooms I visited!
of fear passed as soon as I discovered that
Here we go!
if you hold the handle just right, pressing it
up against the tank, it would again work.
1. Restroom Reading
The point: I went in unprepared. No one
The bathroom: One of the first bathrooms I
equipped me with the knowledge or tools I
visited on my trip was at a visitor center
needed to fix this toilet. I luckily stumbled
with a very dirty bathroom. It was one so
around and found the right way to handle
dirty, you didn’t even think your shoes
it. What are we doing to equip kids and
should be touching the floor. As I found an
their families to grow in their faith and
empty stall, I noticed someone had stuffed
share that faith with others? ETCH reminda Christian gospel tract in a place where
ed me that as a family minister, equipping
those using that particular spot could read.
parents to lead their children is vital!
The point: One thing I learned from ETCH
Parents, teach your kids Biblical truth…
was that the gospel message is too imshow them how to use their Bibles.
portant not to get out and share. SomeDemonstrate to your kids how to serve and
times we might have to do dirty work or go
encourage your kids to use their gifts to
and do things that are outside of out comspread the news of Jesus!
fort zone. But, that’s what we’re called to
do. (Matthew 28:19-20)
4. Commode Chatting
2. Stall Space

for me personally as I often fool myself
into believing people think the same way I
do, and I don’t make myself clear on what
our needs and goals are. Communicating
effectively includes big things, like our vision for children and family ministry, and
small things, like making sure they know
we have an event November 5th. (Keep
reading for more details!)
5. Recycled Rain
The bathroom: Here’s a cool fact. The Music City Center where ETCH was held, uses
collected rainwater in its toilets in order to
do their part for the environment. Green
and clean!
The Point: ETCH reminded me to use what
God gives us! For me, that means not only
being a good steward of my budget, but
also utilizing the people God has placed
around me. Our children’s ministry should
be able to carry on without me, and the
only way that happens is if I equip others
to lead and serve.
Looking at this example from a family point
of view, that means using the opportunities God gives you to share Jesus with your
kids. Maybe it’s talking about how God is
the uncreated creator while watching a
beautiful sunset as you are stuck in traffic.
Maybe it’s nighttime devotionals that later
become a family tradition. Whatever it is,
weave faith building time throughout your
days. (Deuteronomy 6:6-7)
Again, thank you for sending me to ETCH! I
hope you see the fruits of that in our upcoming events. Speaking of which, we have
a lot going on in our church. I want to invite children, youth, and their families to
our home on November 5th. We’ll have a
great time of food and fellowship. We
might even find something on television to
watch! Look for more details on our Facebook page!

I want to say a big thank you for all those
who helped with our Neighborhood Block
The bathroom: Here’s an awkward moParties! Thank you for going out into our
ment that you always see in the movies
city, sharing Jesus, and inviting others to
and tv shows…I had a man talk to me from
come and join us!
another stall…only to find out that he was
on his phone, talking with someone else.
Luckily, I don’t think he heard me talking
back to him.

The bathroom: One bathroom I used was
extremely clean and fully stocked. It was
perfect…except for one issue: the metal
container that held the toilet paper. It
jutted out so far that you had to maneuver
uncomfortably around it. While you may
never run out of toilet paper in this stall… The point: ETCH taught me that communiyou could not easily get in and out of the cation is key. To be effective, I need to
stall because of how much room it took up. communicate properly with both parents
and volunteers. That’s often a tricky one
The point: That bathroom, packed so full,
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When Paul visited the city of Corinth in Acts 18, he went on a missionary journey reasoning and teaching people about Jesus. Many
opposed him and reviled him for saying that Christ was Jesus. Paul,
amidst opposition, stayed focused on the gospel message that he
preached and taught. Paul faced many hard days and was encouraged through a vision in which the Lord spoke directly to Him.
“And the Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, ‘Do not be silent, for
I am with you and no one will attack you to harm you, for I have
many in this city who are my people.’ And he stayed a year and six
months, teaching the Word of God among them.”- Acts 18:9-11
November is here, and as we face our next presidential election,
there is much arguing and discussion as to who should be our next
president. If you are like me, you are so tired of all of the attacks
and name calling that November 8th cannot come quick enough. As
I read Acts 18, I am encouraged that we as Christians are not alone
in this country, and God has called us his people. Therefore, as
God’s chosen people, let us be patient in listening and reasoning
and speak gospel truth to those in love.
We have much to give thanks to God for in this country. May we
remember that the greatest blessing God has given us is Jesus and
the community of believers in this city. We are not alone as our
country faces one of its largest decisions this month, so let us be
gospel Kingdom focused in our message and reasoning with one
another in love.

Jason

Join us on Sunday morning, November 6th, for the
Parade of International Flags and a time of prayer
for the nations. The flags will stay up in the sanctuary throughout the month of November, right up to
the Lottie Moon Offering for international missions
in December. We will continue to pray for the gospel to be shared and Christ known around the
world.
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The month of October has been an amazing time
for our youth group. We had Nerf night at the
beginning of the month, and on the last Wednesday night of the month we had a pumpkin carving
contest. The youth have impressed me with their
willingness to serve on Wednesday nights. I was
afraid it was going to be a one time event for our
group, but they have showed up every Wednesday night ready to serve our church family. I
would like to take this time to thank everyone
within the church that has let these students carry your tray. By you humbling yourself and letting
them carry your tray you are giving the students a
purpose within the church. My prayer is for this
ministry to be a seed within the lives of our students, and that it helps them develop a servants’
hearts that lead them to seek out other areas to
serve within the church. One of the areas is
through helping our senior adults clean up their
yards. I will soon begin planning out days for our

students to help clean up our senior adults’ yards,
but I need your help. If you know someone that
needs help cleaning up their yard, please contact
me at the church. Once I have the group of names
together I will begin contacting them to schedule
a cleanup day. This will be a great opportunity for
our students and senior adults to come together
and build relationships, but it cannot happen
without yards to clean. I would like to have this
ministry up and running before the end of the
year. No yard is too big or too small.
Also, the youth will be going to the Youth Evangelism Conference in Lafayette on November 20 and
21. We have seven students signed up, and I am
ready to see how God impacts their lives on that
weekend. Please keep them in your prayers this
month. Pray we have safe travel and students will
come home impacted by the gospel.

Mason

You’re invited to our annual church-wide

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2016
IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
SERVING BEGINS AT 5:30 PM
THANKSGIVING SERVICE BEGINS AT 6:15 PM
COST: ADULTS $7, CHILDREN $3, FAMILY MAXIMUM $18

This year’s Downtown Thanksgiving Service will be held here
at FBC on Sunday, November
20. Everyone is invited to
attend! We will need lots of FBC
members to be greeters and
ushers as we welcome people
from the downtown community
into our church.

OCC shoebox gifts are due
to FBC by November 16!
It’s time to get packing! Pick up a brochure containing
tags for your boxes and information about how to
pack your shoebox. You can also go to samaritanspurse.org/occ and print your labels from there.
You can also use the website to track your box as it
travels the world!
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Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home
is seeking foster parents to serve
in the Baton Rouge area. Housing
and a stipend for care of the children will be provided. For more
information, please contact Beth
Green at 318.343.2244 or
beth@lbch.org.

Dear FBC,
Thank you, thank you, thank you! Your response to this flood has been amazing.
Thank you for donating your money, your
time, and your efforts to support hundreds
in need. Your response has truly been overwhelming. Your response has allowed us to
be able to feed hundreds, especially the
weeks right after the flood. You have provided sheetrock to our church members that
have been affected. We had 10 families in
the church that were directly affected, and
of course we had many of our friends and
family members affected as well. You have
provided love, care, and support for so
many, and you have done it in a way as the
scripture has called us to do it. Jesus says in
Matthew 6:1-4:
“Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If
you do, you will have no reward from your
Father in heaven.

“So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites
do in the synagogues and on the streets, to
be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward in full. But when
you give to the needy, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand is doing, so
that your giving may be in secret. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will
reward you.”

you have sent in for sheetrock and for financial aid has been incredible as well.

This is exactly what you have been doing.
Serving with the love of Christ has been your
goal. So many of you have been serving
without recognition. You have served your
neighbors, your families and your friends
and it is truly an honor to be working alongside of each and everyone of you as you do.

Larkin

We have received gift cards from you to give
out to those in need and that has been
amazing. Those gift cards that you have
turned into the office have truly made a
difference in those that flooded. The money
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I just wanted to compliment you all for doing a magnificent job. Keep giving and serving as you have been doing. We are in for a
long process with the flood victims, and I
thank God I work at FBC where the congregation continually shows love to all and especially those in need. May God continue to
bless you.

P.S. We have been receiving donations from
all over the country. One group brought us
900 gallons of paint. We have given out
about 300 gallons of it so far, and that
means we have 600 gallons left. Please send
your families, neighbors and friends to see
us and let them come pick up some paint. It
is Sherman Williams paint. You can check
with the church secretaries or call me and
we will assist you in getting paint. Thanks.

November

December

Missions Emphasis Month
5 // Family Football Fellowship
6 // Daylight Saving Time Ends
6 // Parade of Flags
8 // Senior Adult Luncheon
9 // Day of Prayer
13 // Orphan Sunday
13 // Trustee Election
16 // OCC Shoeboxes Due
20 // Downtown Thanksgiving Service
22 // Church-Wide Thanksgiving Dinner

2 // Downtown Festival of Lights
4-11 // Week of Prayer for International
Missions
9 // Parents Night Out
11 // Christmas at First Program
11 // Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
13 // Senior Adult Luncheon
14 // Day of Prayer
18 // Family Christmas Event
18 // Downtown Christmas Pilgrimage
24 // Christmas Eve Service
25 // Christmas Worship Service
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