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PASTOR OREN
There is one body and one
Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your
call—one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through all
and in all. Ephesians 4:4-5
We are Baptists. At least those who are
reading this who are also members of First
BAPTIST Church of Baton Rouge are identified as “Baptists.” This word and title have
a number of historically significant, deep,
and even notorious meanings. But what
does it mean for us? The reason I ask “for
us” is based upon one of the foundational
aspects of the Baptist church that extends
back to the days of our founding some 450
years ago: autonomy. Every Baptist
church is an autonomous body of Christian
believers, which means that we have no
hierarchy or levels of ever increasing importance and power governing our church
in doctrine, polity, or direction. Each Baptist church is responsible for governing
itself according to the teachings of God’s
Word. The church operates under pastoral
authority as well as under congregational
authority; both leaders and members are
responsible for the health and obedience
of the church. There is tremendous blessing and sometimes great danger in how
we are organized and structured, and we
must be careful and prayerful not to abuse
or misuse our autonomy or authority for
our own gain. So when I ask “what does
being Baptist mean for us?”, my intent is
to ask, “What biblical beliefs do we gladly
embrace that identify us as Baptists?”
I bring this up in this month’s article because we are about to begin a 4-part series through the month of May on two of
the most foundational aspects of Baptist
life: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These
2 ordinances have long been identifying
marks in the Baptist church, not only in
that we participate in them regularly (as
many other churches do), but also in WHY
and HOW we display our faith and biblical
convictions in both. Our history as Baptists
clearly designates us as a bit of a
“stubborn” bunch, who broke from nearly

1000 years of tradition to adopt what we
see as biblical forms of baptism and taking
of the Lord’ Supper. In that these 2 ordinances are so vitally important to the life
of our church, I thought it would be wise
and useful for us to seek to understand
why we believe so deeply in these practices as our unified testimony to the power
of God’s grace in the gospel, as well as
why our particular beliefs differ from other Christian denominations. If our desire is
to be a healthy church which is faithful to
the Lord in these particular acts of worship and testimony, it is necessary to
know how God’s Word instructs us in
them.

For the sake of our souls
and our faithfulness to
Christ, we must have a
biblical foundation in all
expressions of our worship if we are going to be
a Christ-centered, God
glorifying congregation.

fulness to Christ, we must have a biblical
foundation in all expressions of our worship if we are going to be a Christcentered, God glorifying congregation.
There are three particular questions in this
series which I hope to address:
 What are the biblical foundations for
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper?
 Since we clearly see Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper in scripture, how are
they to be done which most magnifies
Christ?
 In what ways do Baptism and the
Lord’s Supper serve to create a healthy
church?
That last question is really the impetus for
this series. The ordinances of Baptism and
the Lord’s Supper are in no way the ONLY
2 aspects of our witness as Christians, but
these practices are a clear indication of
what we believe concerning the gospel of
Jesus Christ and the nature and purpose of
the church which Jesus died to redeem. A
healthy church is a faithfully obedient
body of unified believers in Jesus Christ, in
both proclamation and practice.
In preparation for this upcoming series, I
want to invite you to think on your own
baptism and what purpose you believe it
serves in the life of our church. Also, when
you take of the Lord’s Supper, what are
your heart and mind focused upon in that
time? Why are you participating in this
meal with fellow believers? If we are going
to do these things for the glory of God and
for the sake of our souls, we must approach them with clear biblical convictions. If you have friends or family members who have questions about these ordinances, this is the perfect time to invite
them to worship with you. Please pray for
me as I prepare, and please pray for FBC
Baton Rouge, that we might embrace
these teachings with hearts committed to
Christ.

There are significant biblical matters at
stake in our understating of the purpose
and practice of these 2 vitally significant
ordinances. It appears to me that all of the
debates over Baptism and Communion
that have been waged over the centuries
have turned many people off to them,
believing Baptism and the Lord’s Supper
are holdovers from a legalistic and ritualistic era of Christianity that have long
passed. To the “modern” mind, those rituals are no longer necessary in order to
have a deep faith in Christ. I disagree
wholeheartedly, and it is utter foolishness
to even attempt to be a biblical church
without these 2 necessary evidences of
Your Pastor,
faith.
We are not Christians because we are
Baptists; we are Baptist because our convictions are rooted in Christian scripture.
So, for the sake of our souls and our faith2
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Ready for a week full of art skills and thrills?

July 10-14, 2017 // 8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily
For kids completing kindergarten to 6th grade!
A one-time $10 fee covers lunch & snacks
every day, a t-shirt, & all art supplies.
Visit fbcbr.com for more info!
Volunteer to help, or register your kids today!

On April 30th, David Anderson (children’s
ministry strategist for Louisiana Baptists)
was our guest speaker for our Children’s
Ministry Training evening. I asked David to
come speak on Bible skills…why they are
important and at what age do different
skills develop.
It was my hope that we could help parents
and the volunteers in our ministry see the
importance of Bible literacy at a young
age.
A LifeWay Research study looked to see
how often regular churchgoers read their
Bibles outside of worship service. The results were interesting…
 "Every Day" (19 percent)
 “A few times a week (26 percent)
 "Once a Week" (14 percent)
 “At least once a month” (22 percent)
 "Rarely/Never" (18 percent)
Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay Research,
added his thoughts, "God's Word is truth,
so it should come as no surprise that reading and studying the Bible are still the ac-

tivities that have the most
impact on growth in this
attribute of spiritual maturity…As basic as that is, there
are still numerous churchgoers who are not reading the
Bible regularly. You simply
won't grow if you don't know God and
spend time in God's Word."
The research also asked churchgoers if
throughout the day they find themselves
thinking about biblical truths.
"Bible engagement has an impact in just
about every area of spiritual growth," said
Stetzer. "You can follow Christ and see
Christianity as your source of truth, but if
that truth does not permeate your
thoughts, aspirations and actions, you are
not fully engaging the truth.”
We handed each family a booklet with
information about teaching Bible skills to
children at the event. I would like to share
with you one part from that book here. (If
you would like a copy, I have bought extra.
Please let me know!)
The booklet gave six tips for parents to
help their children develop Bible skills as
the primary spiritual leader in your children’s lives.
1. Model the importance of Bible study by
setting aside a regular time for family devotions.
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2. Make sure each child in your family has
his own Bible to use during personal and
family devotions.
3. Take your Bible to church and encourage your children to take their Bibles to
church too.
4. Guide your children to participate in the
worship service by helping them find the
Scripture passage used during the sermon.
5. Encourage children to find the Scripture
reference they studied at church. With
preschoolers, mention the name of the
book; with elementary kids, mention the
division of the Bible, book, chapter, and
reference.
6. Challenge your school-age children to
name the books before and after the book
you located.
Just like other life skills, it takes practice
and effort, but more so than any other set
of skills, Bible skills will change your life!
Please make sure to keep your eye on our
bulletins and Facebook page for all the
news about May events. We’re planning
on hosting a Masterpiece Kids volunteer
training as well as a summer youth/family
crossover event.
Please continue to be in prayer for our
children and family ministry as we strive to
do what God wants.

David

Wednesday, May 10 at 5:30 pm
At this Business Meeting, we will be voting
on our new committee members for the upcoming year.

Wednesday, May 17 at 5:30 pm
All new and continuing members of FBC
committees are asked to be present this
evening as we elect committee chairmen and
teach our new committee members how
each committee operates.

For many students, the month of May is a time that
they look forward to because it marks the end of
the school year. It’s a time they can get away from
the books and enjoy some free time. I hope to
make this summer a time they will remember for
years to come. The events planned for summer
break will begin on June 3rd with our summer kickoff event. This event will be a time for our children
and youth ministries to come together to celebrate
the school year and get them excited about the
summer activities at our church. On Wednesday
nights I will be leading our students through an eight week Bible Study titled: Can I Ask That? This study will take a look at eight different questions
concerning God and faith. My goal for this study is to take our students
deeper into their faith. I believe one of the biggest mistakes within youth
ministry is the watering down of the gospel. We fall for the lie that students
cannot handle the deep things of God so we avoid these deep topics altogether. I do not want to make this mistake here within our youth ministry.
My plan is to plunge our students deeper into the mystery of God. I do understand that not all of our students will be able to completely grasp the
topics of our study, but if they only grow an inch of knowledge, I believe
our study has been a success. I love these students, but more importantly,
they have a God who loves them and died for them. We should not give our
students watered down truth about God, but we should show them everything the word of God teaches about the one who paid their debt and
raised them from the dead.

Mason

Have you ever stopped listening or reading a story when it reached its climax or
point of conflict? I admit, I am great at
beginning to read a lot of books only to
stop halfway and leave the story unresolved. I am probably the worst at having
a shelf full of books that I have started and
never finished, or that I skimmed different
sections of the book to get the main “gist”
of the book.

that He was alive. Jesus rebuked the disciples’ unbelief even after many had seen
him after he arose. Jesus then gives the
great commission to the disciples to “Go
into all the world and proclaim the gospel
to the whole creation.”

“O breath of God, come fill this place;
Revive our hearts to know Your grace;
And from our slumber make us rise
That we may know the Risen Christ.

O word of God, so clear and true,
Renew our minds to trust in You;
I wonder how many times in my life I am And give to us the bread of life
like the disciples and see many ‘God That we may know the Risen Christ.
sightings’ around me, yet fail to recognize
O love of God, so unrestrained,
Jesus. The disciples had seen that all had
Refresh our souls in Jesus’ name.
happened as Jesus told them it would, and
Let us reflect Your sacrifice
they saw him in person and still struggled
That we may know the Risen Christ.
to believe that He truly had risen. Jesus
reminds them again that He had risen just May God the Father, God the Son,
as he said, and that we should be people And God the Spirit make us one.
who “proclaim the gospel to the whole In holiness let us unite
That we may know the Risen Christ.”
creation” (Mark 16:16).

As we read the great narrative of the passion text of the triumphal entry, trial, and
crucifixion of Jesus in the gospels, we
reach the climax of the story in which Jesus is resurrected from the tomb. This
story causes great joy for us as Christians
as we celebrate the Savior who has conquered death, ascended into heaven and
Keith and Kristen Getty are modern hymn Love,
is seated at the right hand of God.
writers that write theologically rich hymns
The resurrection indeed gives us much that we sing in worship frequently. We
reason to pause and celebrate, but we have sung hymns such as In Christ Alone,
often miss the rest of the story. After Je- The Power of the Cross, and He Will Hold
sus has been resurrected, he appears to Me Fast. One of their hymns is titled The
Mary Magdalene and two of His disciples. Risen Christ. Let this text be the prayer for
Upon seeing Jesus, many did not believe you:

Jason
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Shelly, who we have prayed for, is still attending Bible study
regularly as well. As you can tell, I am extremely proud to be a
part of all that is taking place as a result of our ministry in Hawaii.
Just a little bit more about some of the locations and churches
we were able to work with this trip:

1. The Hawaiian State Baptist Association and the University of Hawaii at Manoa Baptist Collegiate Ministry.

Wow, Hawaii Spring Break with an amazing team is over. It was
an incredible trip and I thank you for supporting me and our
students. Thank you for bathing us all in your prayers. Ellen
Farmer, Emily Brooks, Alyssa Kimmell, Megan Simeon, Haley
McCaslin, Lindsey Rutledge, Asia Storey, Abi Howie and myself
had an awesome trip. These students spent their spring break
working hard, playing hard
and serving our Lord and Savior.
This trip left a huge impression upon me. We have now
gone 6 years straight to the
Hawaiian islands, and God is
using us to make an impact.
First of all, as we did orientation, we received some exciting news. The number of
college students that now are
Christ followers is up to 3 percent. That is 3 percent of
65,000 students on the islands. That number
was just at 2 percent and was at 1 percent
when we started this a few years ago. We
obviously don’t take credit for these numbers, but it is encouraging to be a part of
God’s movement in Hawaii. Secondly, Kapono became a Christian. This is a guy who
we worked hard with last year. Thanks to
your prayers and following up by the BCM
staff, this became true. He came from a very
Mormon family, so this was a huge deal.
Thirdly, other churches are modeling what
we are doing with the BCM at the University of Hawaii at
Manoa. They are partnering with area churches across the islands. This January, a team from Jefferson Baptist will be headed
to Maui. They are specifically helping with one church and its
ministries. They are asking for our advice and how to partner
with churches as we are. Fourthly, Hamama Community Church
now has a weekly church time and has over 20 in their first
youth group. This is a church that is trying to use the Hawaiian
culture as a way to reach the Hawaiians. We assisted them 3
years ago with a lot of yard work and work in taro patches. Their
land is now being used to continue the Hawaiian traditions, but
showing them Christ as they geaux. It is amazing what is happening there. There have been many salvations already. Auntie

We were able to again work on this amazing property that the
state association owns. It houses all the state offices, plus the
BCM, which includes a plantation home which is used as a dorm.
Our students were able to stay in the dorm this trip and we
were glad to help out on the property. That included removing
trees, brush removal, pulling weeds, trimming hedges, washing
windows, taking loads to the local waste facility, cleaning kitchens and bathrooms. We did all we could for them and tried to
do tasks that they don’t normally make time for. I am noticing
we wash the windows in the fellowship hall every year. It is a
good pattern that we are in.

2. Aina Hina Baptist Church.
Pastor Gary had us busy again outside
working in their beautiful yards. This
church is an older congregation and therefore they can’t do all the yard work that is
needed. It is a beautiful property and it
houses at least 8 apartment complexes
about it to help pay their bills. They also
own a bunch of land around the property
and they had us clear a bunch of trees and
brush so that they can look at selling this
land to pay for their bills.
There are incredible views
of the ocean from this
mountainside property. Lots
of bougainvillea thorns to
work around, but definitely
one of our favorite stops.

3. Hamama Community
Church.
As I mentioned earlier, this
is a church plant. It officially
started 2 and a half years
ago. We helped with the
property on all three of the last trips we have taken. The Hawaiian Baptist Association bought this property and they have been
cultivating it over the last 3 years. It has slowly been developing
a congregation and had 20 at its Easter Service this year. But
one of the most successful parts of this church is the youth program. They have been able to hire an assistant who solely works
with the youth. We were able to attend their youth service on
Thursday night and they had a great Bible study. We fed them
pizza and learned how to hula. They learned scripture and heard
testimonies from our LSU girls.

4. University Avenue Baptist Church.
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This year, we were unable to assist in their annual Easter Egg
Hunt. They usually have it on the Saturday before Easter, but
they tried something different this year. But we did attend their
service on Palm Sunday. This is a much more traditional church
and is doing a great job reaching out to families and children.
Pastor Emory and his wife Cindy enjoy using us in the service at
times as well. We were able to get their college minister to
attend some of the BCM activities and we are trying to get him
more involved with the BCM students.

the week on Friday night.
We had been passing
out fliers on campus
about the dinner
and we got some
new students to
come to this event.
We partnered with them
to share the gospel on campus. We actually had students
put on white paint suits and
walked around on campus trying to get
students to engage with us about the gospel. We prompted
them with questions like: Love is ____: or I struggle with:_____.
This was a difficult task, but we had some rewarding conversations. Thank you for praying for Arjay and the BCM students.

5. Central Baptist Church
This is a church located across the street from Roosevelt High
School and Junior High. This church location tries to reach these
students. They serve a
snack and then they have
a Bible study. They had
over 100 students enter
the building and their
associate pastor presented the Easter story to
them. Over 100 students
heard the gospel. It was
awesome to see how
they were reaching out to
students. Pray for them
as they continue to reach
out to students.

Throughout this entire trip, we were able to see God’s beauty
everywhere we went. Driving to and from the churches or ministry sites was just beautiful. God gave us such a beautiful place to
share his love. Thank you for allowing us to serve there. Thank
you for praying for me and our students. Pray that God continues to work there!! God is all over that island and it is an honor
to be alongside fellow Christians there serving Him.
Next year, I am going to expand our mission reach. We are going
to try a senior adult mission trip alongside our collegiates. The
senior adults will be staying at the Pukaha Conference Center
and will be asked to assist with several of these churches that I
mentioned and they will assist at the Conference Center as well.
They will also be attending a luau at the Polynesian Cultural Center. I can’t wait to see how God uses FBC’s seniors and students.
Mahalo! (Thank you) Thank you for praying for us. Thank you for
continuing to pray for our University of Hawaii at Manoa BCM
and all the area churches. Pray for God’s guidance to all the
churches as they serve Him faithfully.

6. Pawaa Church.

This is Arjay Gruspe’s
church. He is also the
BCM director. This church
plant meets in the Gruspe’s house which is also located on the Hawaiian Baptist property. It is targeting college students and younger adults. We were
able to worship with them on Palm Sunday as well. Our team
In Him,
brought food to their luncheon and really interacted well with
their students and members. We were able to work on their
building as well, clearing out trees and
shrubbery. They had over 130 in this
house for Easter Sunday Service.

Larkin

7. The University of Hawaii at
Manoa BCM.
This BCM reaches out to all the campuses on the island of Oahu. We were
able to lead in their worship service on
Tuesday night. This is their weekly TNT
service. Some of our girls led the music
and I was able to speak to about 60
students. We were also able to cook a
Cajun dish for them (shrimp etoufee).
We used John and Mary Villar’s recipe
and it turned out very well! Thanks
Villars! The students loved it and kept
coming back for seconds, thirds, and
fourths! So, I took that as a great sign.
We used this fellowship to close out
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