Easter
at FBC
Palm Sunday
Songs of the Cross Program | 10:45 am

Good Friday
Service & Lord’s Supper | 6:00 pm

Resurrection Day
Worship Service | 10:45 am

a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
When I was a child, I spent hours
and hours outside, in the heat or cold, on
our blacktop driveway shooting, dribbling,
and winning every imaginary basketball
game I created in my own little world. I always made the big shot to win the game. I
was always the best player on the court. It
was just me and my adoring fans; I was always the hero. I would often brag to my dad
about something I could do on the basketball court that I was certain would impress
him. But in his wisdom and understanding of
my own inflated perspective of my skills, he
would kindly say, “Don’t tell me what you
can do, show me.” Then we would go outside and I would inevitably NOT be able to
verify my own testimony about my newly
discovered basketball proficiency. Of course,
my dad would use this as a teaching moment to show me that simply claiming to do
something isn’t enough when proof is necessary. (For the record, I eventually learned
to do some of the things I claimed, while
others still elude me today. But that’s a sad
story for another day.)
Prove it! Have you ever spoken those words
to someone who has made a bold claim
about themselves? It may have been a feat
of strength or a wonderful accomplishment
or perhaps meeting a celebrity or famous
athlete, which your friend, family member,
or work associate is proudly telling you all
about. And yet you don’t quite believe
them; you need more “proof” that their
story is verifiable and trustworthy. Proof is
often required when we hear something
that we are unsure about or reluctant to
believe. There are times when we request
proof of others’ claims simply because we
are certain that they are wrong, and by demanding proof we can expose them as a
fraud. There also times when asking for
proof will challenge someone we love to try
harder at something they are doing in order
to get the best effort out of them, for their
own good. Any way you cut it, the words
“prove it” carry a great deal of weight and
responsibility for the one making the claim.
Jesus faced this same challenge from the
religious leaders of his day. He claimed to be
the Son of God and the long promised messiah (John 8:58, Matt. 26:63, John 4:26). The
most religious of the Jews of that day, and
the men who knew the Law of God better

than most, despised Jesus for
who he claimed to be. The
Jews were notorious for demanding “signs” form those who claimed to
be prophets, messiahs, or messengers of
God. Their approach was simple: “show us
something powerful and miraculous and
perhaps we’ll consider your claims. If you
can’t prove it, then we won’t believe it.” The
Pharisees were all about evidence. So when
Jesus stepped onto the scene and made the
boldest of claims about his divine origin and
message (John 8:12, 10:10, Mark 2:10), the
arrogant Pharisees demanded a sign from
him. They were essentially saying to Jesus,
“prove it!” We may bristle at those words,
but is it really all that strange to expect others to verify what they claim about themselves? No, it is not. But Jesus had already
done plenty to prove his identity; and this
was the problem for the religious leaders.
In Matthew 16:1-4, the Pharisees and Sadducees (Jewish religious sects who disagreed on a number of things) came together
to “test” Jesus’ claims about himself by demanding that he perform a sign of his divine
power (v.1). But Jesus’ response illuminates
their short-sightedness when he said, You
know how to interpret the appearance of
the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs
of the times. While the religious men of that
day were able to look at the sky and determine future weather events (v.2-3), they
were not able to look around and see clearly
their need for salvation. They were happy to
predict the patterns of weather, but unable
to submit to the King of glory. The signs they
demanded had already been given
(Matthew 9:1-8), and it wasn’t enough for
them. So Jesus said to them, An evil and
adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but
no sign will be given to it except the sign of
Jonah.” So he left them and departed (v.4).

they were looking for. They would see the
sign of Jonah. What is that?
Jonah the prophet spent 3 days in the belly
of a fish, and then was spit out onto land
(Jonah 2:10). He then went to Nineveh, a
wicked city, and preached the gospel for the
sake of their souls. The evil Ninevites repented of their sins, and many were delivered by God from destruction (Jonah 3). The
story of Jonah is a foreshadowing of what
would happen to Jesus, for Christ would be
in the tomb for 3 days, and then rise to new
life by the power of his own holiness (Luke
24:6). Jesus would prove to be the Messiah
of God by dying on the cross for sinners,
absorbing the wrath of God upon himself (2
Corinthians 5:21). Jesus would then also
save the souls of many wicked Gentiles, as
well as Jews.
The sign of Jonah is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which many of the Pharisees and Sadducees would hear about, and
even witness, yet reject completely. The
death and resurrection of Jesus is the sign
that we “preach” today (1 Corinthians 1:23
& 15:1-5), which many still reject as
“insufficient proof.” What more is needed
than this? What more could God do but to
crush his beloved, begotten Son Jesus in
order to heal our sinful souls (Isaiah 53:4-6)?
This month we are on a journey together
toward Good Friday and Easter Sunday,
those 2 massive events in human history
where everything God promised was finished in Christ. We will celebrate on Easter
verified proof that the cross was sufficient
and effective to make sinners into saints.
The cross of Christ Jesus is the gleaming
light of God’s love and the empty tomb is
the resounding song of God’s redemption of
his fallen creation. When we gather, we do
so to pray, preach, sing, and fellowship to
the glory of God for the all-sufficient PROOF
that God is holy and that we who believe in
Jesus for the forgiveness of our wickedness
are fully and forever redeemed. We DO NOT
gather to say to God, “Prove your love to
us!” NO. We gather to say, “Praise you God
for proving your great love for us (Ephesians
2:4-5)! Jesus is enough. Jesus is our everything. ”

What powerful and devastating words: “an
evil and adulterous generation demands
signs.” Only those obsessed with their own
self-advancement and bolstering their presuppositions would demand another sign
from Jesus. How sad it is today, just as in
Jesus’ time, that so many people still demand that God “prove” that he loves sinners. So many still beat that drum for more
and more evidence of Jesus’ atonement for Let this be our song and testimony every
sinners. More signs are requested and yet day, to the praise of his glorious grace.
only 1 is needed: The cross of Christ. To be
clear, Jesus DID say that the religious leaders would receive a sign, but not the kind

Pastor Oren
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In the days and weeks that followed the
recent school shooting in Florida, there
has been a flurry of heated commentary
in the news and social media. People are
looking for answers in wrong places and
suggesting solutions that seem only to
cause more arguments. And our children
are witness to all of this.
As much as we try to shelter our kids
from this, we live in a sin-ravaged world.
This month, I’d like to take a look at ways
of talking with our kids and comforting
them after tragedy strikes. Some of what
I’m about to share comes from articles I
wrote previously at my time with Group,
so it’s a subject that is close to my heart.
What to expect if the traumatic event
hits close to home.
Knowing what emotions to expect will
help when supporting children and their
families after a traumatic event. At first,
the child may be in a state of confusion or
shock, responding to questions without
much thought.
After the initial shock has passed, a child
will start to feel the emotional effects of
the event. You may see:








Increased anxiety-sensitivity, asking a
lot of questions, talking about things
he or she is afraid of, worrying the
tragedy will happen again, fear of
sleeping, nightmares.
Clinginess-fear of separation from
parents or caregivers, asking where
his or her parents are, difficulty going
to school or church.
Anger and resentment-lashing out at
loved ones, expressing anger at the
tragic event.
Regression-reverting back to younger
behaviors such as whining, crying,
clinging, or bed-wetting.

While it’s different for each child, after a
few weeks, the child will be begin to adjust back to his or her routine. Making
and sticking to a regular schedule is extremely helpful. At this phase, the child
may start to go through a grieving period
for what he or she has lost, but will be
better able to manage emotions at this
point.
When tragedy happens to others.
For kids, seeing disasters and tragedy on
the news can be disheartening. When
children come up to you worried about
the world, point them to Jesus. Show
them how they can help be a light during
this dark time. Allow them to make cards,
raise money, or do something to make a
difference. These times are opportunities
to teach kids how to pray giving their
worries and requests to God. Despite
what you may have heard, prayer does
make a difference.
Watch your words.
It’s especially important to watch what
we say and how we say it as kids are taking in disasters and tragedies. Avoid saying things that are simply not true (“This
won’t happen again”) or give false hope
(“It will all be better tomorrow.”) Comfort
children by letting them know that you
will provide help (“I’m right here” “What
do you need?”) and point to God (“May I
pray with you?” “God is still in control”)
Love.
I like how Sissy Goff, Director of Child and
Adolescent Counseling at Daystar Counseling Ministries, puts it…
Your child needs to hear today that he is
loved deeply by a God who delights in
him, and loves him with a saving, redemptive love. He will never allow her to be
snatched out of His hand (John 10:28-30).
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And, sometimes, in these days, it’s good
to huddle up together, and read basic,
good, comforting truth—like the words of
the Jesus Storybook Bible.
“And the King says, ‘Look! God and his
children are together again. No more running away. Or hiding. No more crying or
being lonely or afraid. No more being sick
or dying, because all those things are
gone. Yes, they’re gone forever. Everything sad has come untrue. And see—I
have wiped away every tear from every
eye!’ And then a deep, beautiful voice
that sounded like thunder in the sky says,
‘Look, I am making everything new!’”
This month (March 10th) We will be taking
our kids to M-JAM! This is a day for 1st6th graders focused on missions. It’s designed to encourage and challenge children to make God-honoring choices—
regardless of the impossibilities—because
God will give us the strength to do it!
Brad Bennett, as seen on America's Got
Talent, will be a guest speaker! As a former professional motocross racer, Bennett is a perfect example of how Almighty
God takes the passion of one man’s heart,
blends it with the skill he was created for,
and uses it for His glory.
On March 24th, we will be having a very
special Parents’ Night Out. It’s an Easter
party with a glow-in-the-dark egg hunt
that will help us teach the kids about how
Jesus is the light of the world. Make sure
to join our Facebook group for more information!

David

I sure do consider it a privilege to be able to go visiting the hospitals to check on our church members and their family members. It is one of the joys I have in my ministry. Your response to
7.
our folks is amazing in times of need and hospitals are definitely
one of those times where you as FBC respond tremendously
well. 1st Corinthians 12:12-30 reminds us about how we Christians are all a part of the body of Christ. We have many members with many talents. And you as FBC serve Christ through
8.
your hospital ministries and I am thankful for it!!
Here are a couple of helpful hints for you as you visit:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

It is best to check at the front desk to see where the patient
is. Please note you must have their full name or at least how
9.
they list their name at the hospital. For instance, my Dad
goes by O. Jeff Harris and you all know him as Jeff. But Jeff is
not his first name, so he is not listed as Jeff. And the hospital
is not allowed to give you his room number without his first
name. So, make sure you know if they have a first name 10.
different than their name they are called by.

always amazes me how many FBC members sit around with
family members in the hospital, especially during surgeries.
Excuse yourself from the room when a doctor or nurse
comes in to assist the patient. The doctors and nurses are
incredibly busy and your visit is important, but they are under a time constraint and it is just courteous to step out
unless they ask you to stay in the room.
Prayer. This is an obvious one, but sometimes we forget to
lift our patients up in prayer. Prayer is important, especially
for those that can't get out and visit. This is something that
they can do to support a family member or friend.
Cards/Notes. Another way to support those who are sick or
are in the hospital is to send them a note. It doesn't have to
be long; just let you know you are thinking about them and
praying for them.
Meals. Another thing FBC does a fantastic job with is providing meals. We had a patient recently and you as FBC rallied
behind them and brought them meals for a week after they
got out of the hospital. Fantastic ministry!!

Some patients do not want visitors. If you can find out
ahead of time from a family member or friend that it is okay
11. Flowers. We have a wonderful flower
to visit, that works really well. Some
patients are very private and don't want Then the righteous will answer ministry. They bring flowers to patients in
us all in their business. I never take him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we the hospital or who are home bound. If you
would like to be a part of this ministry, talk
offense to this, because there are just
see you hungry and feed you, or
to me and I'll set you up with them and get
some times when you don't need people
thirsty and give you drink? And you on the rotation. Flowers brighten up
around—and that includes ministers.
when did we see you a stranger the dreary hospital rooms, and it is a valuaTry not to stay long as you visit. Espeand welcome you, or naked and ble ministry FBC brings.
cially if they have family taking care of
the patient or friends all around. The clothe you? And when did we see Thank you again for being such a caring
patient will appreciate the visit, but may you sick or in prison and visit you?’ and supportive church. Your ministry to
need to rest or recover. Try to be mind- And the King will answer them, those who are in the hospital is amazing. I
ful of your time in the room with them.
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to am thankful for you and for your care to
those in need. Thank you for praying, visIf you are sick or feel ill, stick to a phone one of the least of these my brothiting, texting, bringing food, bringing flowcall or mail a letter or even text. It does ers, you did it to me.’
ers etc... Y'all are amazing, and it is truly an
you no good to come up to the hospital
honor to be able to visit alongside each one
when you are feeling bad or are when Matthew 25:37-40
of you.
your immune system is down. You can
easily pick up viruses, colds, the flu, etc... if you aren't feel- May God bless you, and thank you again for serving our hospital
patients and for using your talents to further the body of Christ.
ing well. Be smart about your health.
If the patient requests no visitors, please try to spread that Love in Him,
word around so they are not bothered. You can use our
church email and prayer requests to send out that info if
needed.
P.S. Don't forget to let us know if you are in the hospital so we
When there are not family members around, or, for in- can come pray with you and minister to you. It is impossible for
stance, if a patient is in surgery and there is maybe just one us to know that you are in there without someone telling us.
family member around, it is always nice to sit with them in
the waiting room. Take them to lunch or see if you can
handle some of their chores for them to ease the burdens. It

Larkin J. Harris

6.

5

During the month of February
our youth had the opportunity
to attend the 2018 Baton Rouge
DNOW. This event was a time
for over 500 students from the
Baton Rouge area to come together and worship our God.
The focus of the weekend’s
study was Choices with Landon
Dowden preaching messages
from the book of Joshua. I hope
this event has a lasting impact
within the lives of our students.
I would like to encourage our
church to be lights to our students. This weekend can be a
start of something great in the life of a teenager, but true
transformation takes place weekly as our students walk
through life with brothers and sisters in Christ of all ages.

Join us on a trip to the Navajo Indian Reservation to
build a church, run a VBS and Sports camp. June 1622nd, Cost is $1,500 for adults and $900 for anyone under age of 18. Mission applications are due by April 8th,
$750 deposit due by April 15th.

 LSU Baseball Game
March 11 // 2:00 PM
 Laser Tag
April 4 // 5:45-7:45
 Canoeing
April 21

Spring is coming! After what has been a strange winter for us
here in Baton Rouge, it is finally warming up and beginning to
look and feel a lot like spring! As we are moving towards Easter, I pray that you are drawn closer to Jesus as we journey to
Holy week, Good Friday and Resurrection Sunday. Our choir
has been hard at work preparing for our Easter season and I
pray you have made plans to be here.

-Mason

There are a few things we have coming up this month that I
would hope you attend and invite your friends and family to
join us.
Songs of the Cross- Palm Sunday, March 25th, 10:45 am
It is exactly what the title says! Our choir with a full orchestra
will present a program of songs centered on the cross of
Christ. As we celebrate in worship together on Palm Sunday,
our prayer is the music and scripture will prepare your hearts
for Holy week.
Good Friday Service- Friday, March 30th, 6 pm
Join us for a time of prayerful reflection and singing as we
worship together on Good Friday.
Easter Sunday- April 1st, 10:45 am
He is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed! Celebrate the resurrected
Savior with us!
Happy Easter!
Love,

Jason
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Monday,
March 26
Tuesday,
March 27

Come enjoy music by
the Celebration Quartet with Randy Gurie
accompanied by Kay Hawthorne

Wednesday,
March 28
Thursday,
March 29

February 14 - April 1

Friday,
March 30

Be sure to pick up your copy of the
FBC Easter Devotional, written by
members of our church.
Devotional is available on our
website under the “Resources” tab!

Saturday, March 10 // 8:00 am-12:00 pm

If you would like to purchase Easter lilies in honor
or memory of a loved one to decorate the sanctuary for Easter Sunday, call the church office or sign
up with Mrs. Fran Drago by March 23. The plants
are $10 each and may be taken home following
the service on Easter Sunday.

For representing First Baptist Church and
winning the Jefferson Baptist Church Missions Gumbo Cook-off with his Shrimp,
Crab, Andouille, and Oyster Gumbo!
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Everyone is invited to help with some spring cleaning!
We will be working to clean out the basement as well
as clean up some other areas of the church that need
some attention. There will be lighter work, too, for
those who cannot do the heavy lifting. Bring gloves,
wear your work clothes, and come with a spirit ready
to work!

Sunday, April 22
5:00 pm

If you need to take a new directory
photo for any reason, please contact
Sarah in the church office to schedule
your sitting! Photos will be taken on
Wednesday, April 11. New books will
be printed for every family in the directory. If you missed the last one,
now is your chance to be included and
receive a hard copy of the directory!

Come join us for fun and fellowship and of
course some awesome Tony’s Seafood
crawfish!
Sign-Ups will begin after Easter!
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