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PASTOR OREN
“I have seen his ways, but I will heal
him; I will lead him and restore comfort
to him and his mourners, creating the
fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to the far
and to the near” says the LORD, “and I
will heal him.” – Isaiah 57:18-19
I have a friend who is a doctor, and he
is a good one, too. In fact, if he lived
anywhere near Baton Rouge he would
be my doctor. Several years ago, he was
in medical school while I was in seminary, and we visited often. He told me
about the different rotations that he
had to go through as a medical student,
which is a process the med schools use
to expand each students’ knowledge of
the many different areas and concentrations of medicine. My friend had just
finished his emergency medicine rotation, and he was sharing with me some
of the more interesting stories of the ER
patients. Some of them were just awful
and tragic, while others were humorous. (For the record, ER doctors see a
wide variety of people and hear many
“tales” of how those patients ended up
in the emergency room.)
My friend, being the pragmatist that
he’s always been, said to me “You know
that when you become a doctor, you
take the Hippocratic Oath to do everything within your ability to help a patient in need, regardless of how they
came to need that care. But to be honest with you Oren, sometimes I don’t
want to help them. They did something
really stupid (jumping off the roof) or
careless (drunk driving) or ignorant
(frying a frozen turkey) and their suffering is their own fault. I will help them,
but sometimes it’s really hard.” I think
we can all relate to that sentiment in
some ways, can’t we?
Just to remind you all how God does
have a sense of humor, my friend wanted to be a family doctor, but is now
head of an entire Emergency room
staff. But to the point of his comment
to me about not wanting to help people

who have done so much to cause themselves harm, I think we can all understand that feeling. It falls under the “get
what you deserve” kind of thinking,
where people should have to suffer the
consequences of their actions. We have
all at times seen “that news story”,
when a murderer on a rampage is shot
and wounded by law enforcement and
emergency doctors are expected to do
everything in their power to keep him
alive. We say to ourselves “This shouldn’t be! He should have to die for all of
his murderous ways. He deserves
death, he deserves punishment, and he
deserves to suffer for his foolishness
and carelessness.” I know I’ve thought
that way many times before, as have
most of us. But. . .
When it comes to our lives and our redemption as broken people, we must
recognize one very important reality:
We are the foolish, careless, reckless
madman in our relationship to God. Our
“ways” have been outright rebellious,
and any punishment is well deserved.
As Isaiah writes in 57:18, the Lord has
seen the ways of the rebellious man,
and yet he will heal him. The people of
God (Israel) had become idolatrous and
disobedient, yet God promised to lead
and restore comfort to those who have
suffered shame, guilt, and overwhelming burden of sin. God has seen your
ways and my ways, all the way down
to the depths of our hearts, and he
says “come to me and I will heal you!
Trust me and I will give you peace. I
will not turn you away because of your
past mistakes and sinful actions. Look
to me and be forgiven and healed.”
God mercifully promises to change our
words from hate to love and from disdain to glorious praises (Psalm 40:3).
God promises and gives abundant and
fulfilling peace in Christ Jesus (John
14:27, 16:33). God heals the brokenness of our hearts, and of our world
(Isaiah 53:5). Hallelujah! Almighty God
has seen our wicked ways and yet is

gracious, patient, and merciful and
does not ignore us in our state of death
and suffering (1 Timothy 1:15-16)! He
intends to heal us and make us whole.
As one songwriter puts it, “Lord, you
know the hearts of man and yet you let
him live.” Why does God treat us with
such grace when we deserve none of
it?
God’s intent to graciously redeem his
people is for the purpose of making us
true worshippers (John 4:23-24). Our
worship of God flows from hearts that
have been mended by his grace, and
lives that have been healed by his mercy, and souls that have been satisfied
by his love, and minds that have understood true peace. Whoever you are, far
or near, God extends comfort and
peace through Jesus Christ to you, just
as you are. The cross on which Jesus
hung is the revelation of love and mercy from God to us, as Jesus endured the
shame and punishment of our sins so
that we might live in freedom and
peace. This month our church family
will commemorate and celebrate the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
which is a glorious and beautiful revelation of God’s plan to bring peace to his
people. As we journey toward the cross
this Easter season, I challenge you to
take time to consider your own ways,
which have been neglectful and prideful
and self-serving, and look to Jesus to
restore your soul. Your salvation is secured forever in Christ, and your joy is
an everlasting one (John 16:22). So will
you join with your church family this
year as we joyfully celebrate the death
of Christ that gives us healing and His
resurrected life that gives us peace?

Oren
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FBC Family,
I want to personally invite each of our church
members to mark your calendar for April 22-24.
We will be hosting a church-wide Lay Renewal
weekend, which will be an incredible opportunity for each of our members to be renewed
in their commitment to Christ and to his
church. The Lord God has been abundantly gracious to our church family, and I sense in our
membership a genuine excitement about what
God will do among us in the days to come. This
Lay Renewal is only going to build on the foundation God is laying in our church and it will be
incredibly beneficial for everyone who attends.
Please do not miss out! Join with your church
family April 22-24 for Lay Renewal Weekend.
Pastor Oren

Has your life been changed by a Lay Renewal
weekend, special Bible study, revival or conference sponsored by First Baptist Church? We
would like to record your account of what you
experienced in a video to be shown during worship service. Please contact Johnny Powell or
Sarah at the church office if you have a story to
tell and would like to participate in this project.
Johnny Powell

Join us in the fellowship hall on Good Friday for a
traditional seder meal in light of the cross.
Kids 3rd grade and up are invited to join us for the
presentation and meal. Childcare will be provided
for younger children.
Tickets are $10 each, and all tickets MUST be purchased by March 13!

Over the past couple of weeks, I have been reading in
my own personal study through the book of Acts. Each
day I have been amazed to see how Holy Spirit has been
poured out among the Jews and Gentiles and the gospel
has been proclaimed through Paul and the disciples.
These first followers of Jesus reasoned with many unbelievers, proclaimed the gospel, and built relationships in
each city on their missionary journey.
This June, I get another incredible opportunity to go on
a mission to the Navajo Indian Reservation in Winslow,
Arizona. For a week, the mission team will be building an
addition to an existing Baptist church, proclaiming Christ
through a vacation
Bible school for
children, teaching
and strengthening
leaders, and reaching youth through
a sports camp. Trip
details are being
worked out now,
but I would ask for
you to prayerfully
consider
joining
me on this trip. Last year, Pastor Oren and Johnny Powell were able to join me on this trip and thoroughly enjoyed it. Please contact me for more information. Work
days are often hard and long, but the need is great and
the opportunity to serve will be a blessing to your soul.

With Easter Sunday around the corner, I hope you do
not miss out on the incredible opportunities we have to
celebrate the risen Christ together. I pray you will consider doing these 5 things during Lenten season.
1. Follow along with our church Easter devotional.
Each daily devotional is written by a member of FBC.
2. Celebrate Palm Sunday with us on Sunday Morning,
March 20th, and at Rise Up with Jesus that evening.
3. Attend Holy Week Lunches March 21-25 at the various Baptist churches in our area. Hear the Easter
story preached and worship with believers across
our city. Lunch is free and we have a wonderful time
together.
4. Good Friday Passover Seder- Understand how the
Passover was fulfilled though the cross. Prepurchased ticket required to attend. March 25th,
6pm.
5. Easter Sunday March 27th- Invite your friends to
share in the celebration of our Risen Savior together
on Sunday Morning.
With love, Jason
Jason

If you would like to purchase Easter lilies in
someone’s honor or memory to decorate the
sanctuary for Easter Sunday, call the church
office or sign up with Mrs. Fran Drago. The plants
are $10 each and may be taken home following
the service on Easter Sunday.

Church Goal: $10,000

Thank you to everyone involved in the
Benjamin Harlan Hymn Sing. It was a great success!

I want to start off by thanking all our volunteers who came and helped out during
our Parent’s Night Out last month. The
theme was God’s Great Big Love, and you
could see that love through these volunteers. We were able to share the good
news of Jesus with these little ones because they stepped up and gave of their
time and energy. My thanks goes out to
all of them!
Moving to March, we’ve got a busy
month ahead of us! The Easter Family
Devotional Boxes are underway! These
kits have object lessons, games, experiments, videos, and much more…
everything you need for six weeks of devotions. The best part is that the devotions use the same verses as the main
devotional our church is using. If your
family hasn’t picked one up yet, there is
still time! Let me know and we’ll make
sure to get one to you!
March 5th, we’ll be headed to M-JAM!
Kids will enjoy this action packed day as
they hear from missionaries, sing and
dance to songs they love with Jeff Slaughter, understand the gospel message, and
learn about the work of Disaster Relief
and Compassion Ministries.

The theme this year is All of Me, based on
Luke 9:23, “If anyone wants to come with
Me, he must deny himself, take up his
cross daily, and follow Me.”
And Palm Sunday we’ll have a huge family
celebration! I’m so excited for Rise Up
With Jesus, our Easter event for families!
Working together, we’ll bring the first
Easter morning to life! Guests who visit
Rise Up will experience loads of memorable Easter fun and excitement—all while
they learn more about the true events
surrounding Jesus’ death and resurrection.
The entire event is based upon the Gospel accounts of the resurrection, including Luke 24:1-6: “But on the first day of
the week, at early dawn, they went to the
tomb, taking the spices they had prepared. And they found the stone rolled
away from the tomb, but when they went
in they did not find the body of the Lord
Jesus. While they were perplexed about
this, behold, two men stood by them in
dazzling apparel. And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the
ground, the men said to them, “Why do
you seek the living among the dead? He is
not here, but has risen. Remember how
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he told you, while he was still in Galilee,”
It interests me to read that they were
perplexed. I feel like this is similar to
when you’re struggling with a hard puzzle
you don’t understand…right before
someone shows you the solution. What
we’re seeing here is the biggest aha moment ever! Jesus is alive!
When families sign in at Rise Up, they’ll
be given a puzzle board with the pieces
missing. As they visit the different stations, they’ll hear about the truth of Jesus. Along with this good news, they’ll
receive the missing puzzle pieces. It is our
prayer that just like the picture comes
together, God will open the hearts of our
families and make it clear that Jesus
saves.
It’s not too late to sign up to help! Please
see me if you would like to participate.
And, even if you can’t make it, please be
in prayer for this event!
Thank you all for your support of family
and children ministry!

David

July 25-29, 2016
Timber Creek Camp, Pulaski, MS

I just left a planning meeting at the BAGBR
office for a mission trip to Maui. The Baptist
Association of Greater Baton Rouge is partnering with the Maui County Baptist Association and Maui's Kihei Baptist Church. 3 of
your students worked there last spring break:
Alyssa Kimmell, Marissa Wilson and Melissa
Mayfield. They did some ground work and
research for us, and their work was partly
what led Kihei to contact the Baton Rouge
association. There will be a group from the
association going July 25-31. They are specifically looking for construction workers. As we
have learned, the Hawaii people group is a
very tough group to reach out to. So, if you

go, you will be helping churches out with
some physical labor so the church can continue to reach out to the community. The
Hawaiian people are very skeptical of
white people coming into their land, but
the churches are slowly reaching them and
this is one way you can help out. If you are
interested in this trip (which is separate
from our collegiate mission trip during
Spring Break, please contact Larkin at
ljhlsu@yahoo.com or call the office at
343-0397. Thank you again church for
supporting missions!!

Larkin

Special thanks to Michael Howes, who hosted our college students for a Mardi Gras Parade. He and his grandparents, Michael and Eleanor Howes did a magnificent job as hosts for our
college fellowship. Mrs. Eleanor did a great job with dinner,
which was her red beans and rice speciality. Here are a few
photos from a fun night. Thanks Howes!! Fantastic job!!

Alyssa, Melissa,
and Marissa

When we need water for drinking, cooking, or bathing, we simply turn a
knob and out flows pure water. How blessed we are, for in many, many
areas of our world this cannot be done. According to UNICEF, “24,000
children under the age of five die every day from diarrhea caused by
drinking unclean water. Over 88 percent of all deaths worldwide resulting
from diarrhea are caused by individuals drinking unsafe water.”
Many of our missionaries battle every day to provide
clean drinking water for their families and the people
groups they serve. Since 1997, Woman’s Missionary
Union has been helping to meet this need through
Pure Water, Pure Love. Thousands of water filters
have been given to missionaries at no charge.
Our Women on Mission group wants to help Pure Water, Pure Love,
and we want you to join with us. We will be placing several water jugs
in several locations around the church. Please drop change from your
pocket or purse into a jug and see how “Your Change Can Change
Lives.”
Fran Drago, WOM Leader

