Pray
for missions

May 23-June 10 // Spain Mission Trip
June 4-11 // Ukraine Mission Trip
June 16-22 // Navajo Mission Trip

a word from

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

PASTOR OREN
What is your initial response when you receive an invitation to
dinner at the home of a friend or neighbor?
Joy? Happiness? Dread? Most of us consider
it a great honor to be “invited” into someone
else’s home to sit at their table and eat the
food they worked to prepare for us. An invitation like this isn’t something that we typically ignore because we personally know
from experience what goes into extending
an invitation like this and then making all of
the necessary preparations for another’s
arrival into our home. But more than that,
when we receive that special invitation we
recognize that someone wants to welcome
us into their lives; their desire is not only
that we “feel” welcome, but to know that we
ARE welcomed to know them. After all, we
do not extend invitations like this to those
we are not interested in spending time with.
We invite people into our lives because we
want to know them (hopefully they will want
to know us too!).

1 Corinthians 1:9

mous truth and blessing that we MUST NOT
neglect to understand. The essence of the
Christian life is to be ever growing in our
knowledge of God by an active relationship
with Him through faith in Jesus Christ. Why
would anyone turn down the invitation to
know God more and more? We should agree
with the Psalmist in 73:28 – But for me it is
good to be near God; I have made the Lord
God my refuge, that I may tell of all your
works.

I often wonder how many Christians suffer
greatly with shallow faith because their understanding of God is one of obligation to
God’s rules and ways and rarely, if ever, is it
a joyful response of faith to God because we
know he loves us. Christian brothers and
sisters, you are called, invited, and welcomed into fellowship with God through
your faith in Jesus Christ! Let that sink in for
a moment. Say it to yourself: I have been
invited into fellowship with God. Today; every day; until all my days are spent. What a
When an old friend invites you to their home wonderful privilege!
for dinner, you are generally much more
How are we to have ongoing, active fellowrelaxed than you would be if invited to the
ship with God through faith in Jesus?
home of someone you do not know. You
know your friends and they know you. True It must be intentional – James 4:8 – Draw
near to God, and he will draw near to you.
friendship marks your relationship because
you have experienced and enjoyed years of
Drawing “near to God” in fellowship must be
genuine “fellowship” with them. The dress
an intentional act of faith in Jesus. There can
code is usually more informal, the food is
be no closeness to God if there is never a
familiar, and best of all the conversation is
mindful and genuine need for God. A hussweeter because it is rooted in what you
band and wife can live in the same house,
already know about one another. You don’t
eat the same food, watch the same TV
have to re-introduce yourself; you can pick
shows and sleep in the same bed and still
up where you left off.
not have a genuine relationship built on love
FOR one another. It takes intentional effort,
One of the great joys of the Christian life is
that every believer has been given an invita- time, and attention to “draw near” to one
another. And so it is with God.
tion to sit down and fellowship with God,
like an old friend who knows you so well
It must be promise-fueled – 2 Peter 1:4 – by
(Exodus 33:11). He knows your past failures
which he has granted to us his precious and
and fears (Matthew 14:27). He knows your
very great promises, so that through them
present struggles and anxieties (1 Peter 5:7).
you may become partakers of the divine
And He knows what lies ahead on your path
nature, having escaped from the corruption
(Psalm 23:3). By God’s gracious invitation to
that is in the world because of sinful desire.
us and preparations for us, we who believe
The purpose of our intentional relationship
are given access to know God as he knows
us, or as Paul describes in 1 Corinthians 1:9, with God is for the purpose of knowing Him
and trusting Him more. If our primary purwe are “called into the fellowship of God’s
pose in life is to know and worship God, then
Son Jesus Christ, our Lord.” This is an enor2

that should be our daily goal. God our Father
has given us his Word so that we can know
who He is, what He has done, and what he
promises to do in us for his glory. The promises of God throughout scripture are meant
to build greater trust in him. If you desire to
have genuine fellowship with God, then seek
to know Jesus by learning and trusting the
promises God has made to you in Christ Jesus.
2 Corinthians 1:20 – For all the promises of
God find their Yes in him. That is why it is
through him that we utter our Amen to God
for his glory. (Read: Romans 5:11, 8:31, Galatians 3:26, Ephesians 1:17, Hebrews 13:21)
It must be cultivated with other believers –
Hebrews 13:24-25 – And let us consider how
to stir up one another to love and good
works, not neglecting to meet together, as
is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another, and all the more as you see the
Day drawing near.
We gather for worship TOGETHER as one
body. The hyper-personalized and individualistic culture of today can deceive us into
thinking that our time in worship is only
about getting what we need. But worship is a
gift from God to cultivate our faith in Him as
we believe His Word together and encourage one another in it. The love and good
works we are to be stirring up in one another
begins with our agreement in the gospel and
our celebration of our Savior Jesus. Everything else flows from this kind of fellowship
with God. Christians united in fellowship
with God by faith in Jesus will also be deeply
united in our mission to fulfill our kingdom
mandate to make disciples. Do you desire
fellowship with God? Then join with other
believers in Bible Study (9:15 Sunday) and
worship (10:45 Sunday). Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you. We have been
invited by God to seek him, know him, and
worship him.
I pray these words help us all to seek deeper
fellowship with God as we trust in Jesus
more each day. God bless you, FBCBR. It is a
joy and honor to serve as your pastor.

Oren
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Hey Church!
On June 16th, I and 6 other members will be
headed to the Navajo Reservation. We will be
leaving Baton Rouge and flying to Albuquerque,
New Mexico and then driving 4 hours into the
small town of Chinle, Arizona (population 4,518).
This will be where we will be staying throughout
the week as we will commute 45 minutes every
day to the job site the nearby town of Piñon. I
ask that you lift us up in prayer this week as we
will be sharing the Gospel through VBS, sports
camp and construction. We have given you a
prayer guide for the week, and we ask that you
pray for us as we go. A big thank you for how
you have supported our team efforts through
the missions lunch and given your monies and
prayers! We are blessed by our wonderful
church that believes and supports missions!
On June 24th, our choir will be taking part in
“The Big Sing” at University Baptist Church at 6
pm. We will be joining with 4 other local baptist
churches in a night of gospel singing. If you grew
up watching any “Gaither Homecoming” concerts, this will be a night you won’t want to miss!
If you would like to sing in the mass choir, let me
know and I can give you the details!
Love, Jason

Come enjoy music by Helen Bankston
and the La Petit dulcimer group!

For the June Mission Action project, WMU will be partnering with
the Baton Rouge Junior League's
Diaper Bank to provide area families with diapers. Everyone is invited to participate and place all
sizes of diapers in the donation box.
The Junior League Diaper Bank provides hundreds of thousands of diapers to
partner agencies impacting thousands of families in East Baton
Rouge Parish! These diapers impact the mental and emotional
well-being of children in our area and lessen the risk of rashes,
infections, and illness. WMU invites everyone to come and listen
to a representative from the Junior League present during the
monthly meeting on June 5th at 10am.
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Thank you to everyone who donated to the Love
& Luggage drive benefiting area children in foster
care. We had over 40 backpacks and duffel bags donated, and WMU is very thankful to all who participated! A reminder, this
will be an ongoing drive with the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home and
donations will be welcome all year. Please contact Marissa Wilson at
marissa@lbch.org if you have bags to donate.
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Ready for a week full of art
skills and thrills?

July 9-13, 2018
8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily
For kids completing
kindergarten to 6th grade!
A one-time $10 fee covers
lunch & snacks every day,
a t-shirt, & all art supplies.
Visit fbcbr.com for more info!
Volunteer to help, or register
your kids today!
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