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a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 

What was Asaph of the 
Psalms? 

This month, we will begin our 7th summer 
studying the Psalms together in morning 
worship. I am always excited about the 12 
weeks we spend looking at the Psalms, 
searching the scriptures for truth, encour-
agement, and to see time after time the 
glory of Christ.  This summer we will be 
studying Psalms 73-84, of which 11 of 
these chapters are attributed to a man 
named Asaph. Of the 150 Psalms in the 
Bible, 116 of them are attributed to an 
author, or contributor, which helps us to 
identify the historical context of when that 
particular worship song was written. Many 
of the Psalms are intended for public wor-
ship in the temple, while a few were per-
sonal prayers/songs of the author, primar-
ily of David.  The Davidic Psalms are taken 
from various times in David’s life, whether 
as a young shepherd, the future King of 
Israel on the run for his life, as the reign-
ing king, and even as the deposed King 
who had to fight and defeat his own son 
to reclaim the throne. Identifying each 
particular Psalm in the context of David’s 
life can be challenging from time to time, 
but it is not ALWAYS difficult when the 
context is clear, since so much of his life is 
recorded in scripture. But who was this 
man Asaph? Why are 11 of the 12 Psalms 
we will study this summer attributed to 
him, and what is the historical and biblical 
significance of this person? 

For starters, we have to recognize that 
Asaph was a rather common name among 
the Hebrew people, much like the English 
names James or Michael or John. So iden-
tifying Asaph in the scriptures takes a little 
work on our part. Here is a brief summary 
of what we know of the mentions of 
Asaph in the Old Testament:  

1. The father of the Joah who was a re-
corder in the court of King Hezekiah 
of Judah (715–687/686 BCE; 2 Kings 
18:18). 

2. A musician who was among those 
whom David appointed to oversee 
music in worship (1 Chron. 6:39) and 
who sang at the dedication of Solo-

mon’s temple (2 Chron. 5:12). A num-
ber of psalms were also attributed to 
him (Psa. 50, 73–83). 

3. A Levite whose descendants lived in 
Judah after the exile (1 Chron. 9:15).  

4. A Levite whose descendants served as 
gatekeepers in the temple (1 Chron. 
26:1).  

5. The keeper of the forests of King Arta-
xerxes of Persia, who was command-
ed by royal letter to furnish timber for 
Nehemiah’s restoration of the temple 
(mid- to late 6th century BCE; Neh. 
2:8). 

6. According to Matthew’s Gospel, the 
son of Abijah and father of Jehosha-
phat and, so, an ancestor of Jesus 
(1:17–18). 

It appears that Psalms 73-83 are attribut-
ed to the man Asaph, a Levite, who was 
appointed by King David as one of 3 pri-
mary worship leaders in the temple. As a 
Levite, his occupation and life-mission 
would have been to guide God’s covenant 
people to look to the LORD Almighty and 
praise him for his power and renown, and 
to call upon him for mercy and for-
giveness. It is obvious from the study of 
scripture, and of Jewish history, that the 
reign of David was the most prominent 
and beloved in the memory of the He-
brews.  In Matthew 1:1, Jesus is referred 
to as the Son of David (rather than Solo-
mon or Josiah), in reference to the OT king 
as a “foreshadowing” of the messiah who 
was to come (Matthew 12:23). So it is rea-
sonable for us to see this period in Jewish 
history as one of the most memorable and 
noteworthy, including the songs and pray-
ers that were written during that time, by 
someone like Asaph, under the leadership 
of David the king. 

As we will see this summer, some of the 
references and context in the Psalms of 
Asaph appear to indicate that they were 
written during a time of particular hard-
ship and distress, perhaps during Babylo-
nian Exile (587 BCE), which took place 
nearly 300 years after David and Asaph 
would have died. These “exile songs” were 
recorded by the Levitical descendants (or 

“sons”) of Asaph, written for the corpo-
rate worship of the Hebrew people while 
in slavery. The title “A Psalm of Asaph” 
indicates that these songs were composed 
in the same manner and tone as those 
which the man Asaph would have written 
many years before. In some ways, this 
gave the psalm writers a “vision” for what 
would have been appropriate to lead the 
people in singing and praying corporately.  
It also reminded the people of the faithful-
ness of God to deliver them from slavery 
in Egypt, to guide them into the land 
promised their Patriarch Abraham, and to 
the protection and prosperity during their 
“golden age” under the rule of King David. 
Each of these factors becomes significant 
to us as we seek to understand the back-
ground of the Psalms of Asaph.  

As we prepare for our study of the Psalms 
this summer, I want to give you 3 chal-
lenges that will serve to enhance your 
understanding of each Psalm as well as 
bolster your spirit in worship and prayer: 

1. Choose one day BEFORE June 11 to 
read through ALL 12 Psalms (73-84). 
Make note of key themes and 
phrases.  

2. During each of the 12 weeks this sum-
mer, take time every day to read the 
Psalm which we will study on the 
coming Sunday. Pray through the 
Psalm, asking of God what is revealed 
in his word. Write down words or 
phrases that you do not understand, 
and search for the answers in your 
own study time.  

3. Finally, we will take 1 verse each 
week to memorize together as a 
church family. We will give you that 
verse in the sermon notes each week. 
Study it, recite it, and commit it to 
memory. At the end of the summer 
you will have 12 new verses rooted 
deeply in your heart.  

I look forward to our summer together in 
the Psalms. 

Oren 
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Highland Elementary has a fantastic volun-
teer program called Reading Friends. Every 
child from 2nd grade on has an adult who 
comes to visit at least once a week during 
school. They read to their buddy, have their 
buddy read to them, and build a friendship 
with their child. It’s a great program and I 
highly encourage you to check it out if you 
are looking to serve community kids. 

The reason I bring it up here is because I 
have found myself inside elementary class-
rooms more often now that I am a reading 
friend. The desks are a little smaller than I 
remember, but the colorful classrooms re-
mind me of my elementary days. I am hap-
py to see that teachers are keeping up with 
the newest techniques and strategies to 
help children learn. 

Looking around, I often see acronyms post-
ed on the walls to help kids remember im-
portant ideas. For example…Every morning 
we start as CHAMPS! Coats hung up, Home-
work turned in, All notes on teacher’s desk, 
Make lunch choice, Pencils sharpened, Start 
work! 

Of course there is the SHINE acronym: Sit 
up, Hands folded, In your own space, No 
noise, Eyes on speaker. 

And those are just for behavior…they have 
acronyms for reading comprehension, math 
skills, scientific process and more! 

In children’s ministry, we love acronyms as 
well! 

Looking for a Pauline letter? Go Eat Pop-
Corn (Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Co-
lossians) 

Hard times in life? Simply FROG! (Fully Rely 
on God) 

Need direction? PUSH! (Pray Until Some-
thing Happens) 

Here’s one that I have used personally! Be-
fore you speak, THINK! (Is it True? Helpful? 
Inspiring? Necessary? Kind? If not, don’t say 
it!) 

And we have acronyms for 
Bible reading as well. I read a 
book that introduces parents 
to the idea of HEAR when we 
read the Bible with kids. High-
light a specific verse or pas-
sage. Explain the truth from 
the Scripture. Apply the truth 
to kids’ lives. Respond in pray-
er. 

Recently I have heard to teach your kids to 
“S.O.A.P” through the verses. This funny 
little acronym stands for “Scripture, Obser-
vation, Application, Prayer.” First they read 
the verse. Then in a notes app (or “gasp” on 
an old fashioned piece of paper) have them 
write a couple of observations for the refer-
ence. Figure out one way they can apply the 
verse to their life and act on it. Finally they 
close in prayer. 

Speaking of getting your kids in the Bible, 
we have a cool new resource for you! This 
month in Sunday services, we’ll be picking 
back up with our Summer in the Psalms 
series.  

To keep your family thinking about the 
Psalms all month long, we have some tex-
table devotions for you to share with your 
children. 

“Textable” devotions are meant to be a 
thought and a scripture that students can 
reflect on daily. Each one relates back to a 
Psalm, perfect for our upcoming series. 

Each “devo” contains a thought, the refer-
ence and then a direct link for them to read 
the Scripture. The passages aren’t over 3-5 
verses long, so they can reflect deeply on it 
as a thought for the day. 

You can find the textable devos here: 
fbcbr.com/psalm-texts 

Go to the site on your phone, copy and 
paste the daily devo into a text and send it…
or, if your child doesn’t have a phone/text 
plan, write down the devo in a common 
area, like a small white board my your cal-
endar or on the fridge. 

For kids who are just starting to even think 
about being in the Word daily, merely send 
them the devo. 

Encourage your kids to write the scriptures 
out on a sticky note or on an index card at 
some point in their day. Put it somewhere 
they can see it, and then hang it in their 
room in a place they will see it. This way 

they begin to collect a wall of scriptures 
they can be reminded of who Christ is daily. 

Remember that we have some big events 
coming up next month! 

Masterpiece Kids 2017 will be starting July 
10th. Please be in prayer for this event, 
both for the families coming and the volun-
teers who will be leading the children. If 
you would like to serve, you can still get in 
on the fun! Visit fbcbr.com for more info. 

We’ll also be traveling to CentriKid summer 
camp at the end of July. I am so pumped to 
take our kids to camp this year, as the 
camp’s theme ties closely to our Master-
piece Kids camp. At both, we’ll be talking 
about how Jesus is the light of the world! If 
you would like to help get our kids to camp, 
please prayerfully considering sponsoring a 
child. 

Next month, I’ll share with you more about 
what the children will be discovering at 
each of these big events! 

 David 

 

 

Starting with our summer blast-off, we’ll be 

doing an event almost every week until 

school starts back. Here is a snapshot of 

what’s coming up this month: 

 June 3 – Summer Blast-Off – 3pm to 

6pm at the church. Rain or shine, wear 

messy clothes. 

 June 10— Parents Night Out – 6pm-

10pm at the church. Time for fun for kids 

while the parents get away!  

 June 14— BAM Ice Cream Blast – A spe-

cial treat for kids after our Day of Prayer. 

 June 24— Family Luau – Noon until 2pm. 

Parents and children are invited for 

food, fun and faith! 
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It is summer time, and here at FBC we have some big 
things planned for our students. We are going to kick 
off our summer with a Summer Kickoff Event on June 3. 
This event will be held at the church starting at 6 and 
will be a good time for our students to celebrate being 
out of school for the summer. Following our kickoff 
event every Wednesday night we will be having Bible 
study and an activity. Below I have listed each activity 
and the date they will be taking place. Our students will 
be joining a church from Texas for Reach Week here in 
Baton Rouge. During this week our students will be 
doing different forms of service within our church and 
community. I hope this week will be a time for our stu-
dents to grow closer to God by learning to serve others. 
In July, our students will be going to camp. This summer 
will be a busy time for our youth. Sadly summer cannot 
last forever and our students will be going back to 
school in August, but before they go back we will be 
having a back to school bash on August 4 here at FBC. 
This will be a night of worship followed by a lock-in.  

 Mason 

 

  

 June 7 // Mini Golf 

 June 14 // Area 51 

 June 21 // Game Show Night 

 June 27-30 // Reach Week 

 July 5 // Down Town Golf 

 July 12 // Scavenger Hunt  

 July 17-22 // Camp 

 July 26 // Bowling 

 August 4 // Back To School Bash 

  

 

Some may ask what my favorite hymn is, and I must admit, it’s 
often hard to really pick just one! While many have their own 
guesses as to which ones I really like, there are certain ones that I 
always seem to come back to in my own quiet times of devotion. 
One of the hymns that constantly comes to my mind in these 
times is Reginald Heber’s “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty,” 
which was written in 1826.  

Reginald Heber was born to an English minister and his wife and 
was well educated at Oxford where he excelled in poetry. His 
love of poetry also led him to show an interest in hymnody. He 
often wrote hymns for his own church and had aspirations to 
write hymns corresponding to the church year for use in liturgical 
churches. The idea was rejected, but Hebert’s passion for writing 
hymns was not lost. Hebert continued to write hymns for his 
own church and was eventually appointed to oversee the Church 
of England’s ministries in India. He died while on a 16-month visit 
to the mission sites around India.  

After his death, his widow found his 57 hymns in a trunk and 
published his work entitled Hymns Written and Adapted to the 
Weekly Service of the Church Year. Among the hymns included  
there was one of the oldest surviving hymns to this day, based 
upon Revelation 4:8-11: “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty,” 
which focuses on the praise on the Triune God. 

Jason 

Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning 

Our song shall rise to Thee. 
Holy, holy, holy, 

Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, 

Blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee, 

Casting down their golden crowns 
Around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim 
Falling down before Thee, 

Which wert, and art, 
And evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide Thee, 

Though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see. 

Only Thou art holy; 
There is none beside Thee 

Perfect in power, 
In love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
In earth, and sky, and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, 

Blessed Trinity. 
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Ready for a week full of art skills and thrills? 

July 10-14, 2017 // 8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily 

For kids completing kindergarten to 6th grade! 

A one-time $10 fee covers lunch & snacks  

every day, a t-shirt, & all art supplies.  

Visit fbcbr.com for more info! 

Volunteer to help, or register your kids today! 
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Congratulations, Graduates! 

Nicholas Weber 
Ascension Christian High 

School 

Anna Wolf 
Denham Springs High School 

 Jackson McConnico 
BS in Finance 

Louisiana Tech 

Michael Schuler 
BS in Electrical Engineering 

Minor in Robotics, LSU 

Ann Bates 
BS in Nursing, RN 

LSU School of Nursing in NOLA 

Jamie Dearman 
BA in Communications 

Southeastern Louisiana Univ. 

Megan Simeon 
BS in Natural Resource  

Ecology & Management, LSU 

Russ Sonnier 
BS in Plant & Soil Systems,  

concentration Horticulture, LSU 

 Joy Reeves 
Juris Doctor with a Graduate  

Diploma in Comparative Law, LSU 

Connor Tageant 
BS in Animal, Dairy, & Poultry Science 

concentration in PreVeterinary, LSU 

Tyler Stephens 
BA in Public Relations 

LSU 

Emily McConnico 
MA in Counseling & Guidance 

Louisiana Tech 
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  Rock Point, AZ 

  Baton Rouge, LA 

// June 17-23 // This year, the Navajo Mission Team will be joining others to 
build a church and host VBS and sports camp in Rock Point, Arizona. Our mission team is: Carol Lizana, 
Laura Wilson, Doug Woolworth, Gordon Loyd, Johnny Powell, and Jason Haynes. 

// June 27-30 // This summer, our students will be joining a church from Texas for Reach 
Week here in Baton Rouge. During this week our students will be doing different forms of service within 
our church and community. 


