a word from

...bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint
against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Colossians 3:13

PASTOR OREN
I am sitting at my computer writing this article on June 26, 2018. Did you know that June
26 is a very special day? According to the
internet (what a loaded statement that is),
we find that there are a number of “official”
national and international holidays and observances for June 26, as there are for every
other day of the year. You are reading this
article well after June 26 has passed, so just
make note of these important holidays so
you can celebrate and observe them next
year. (don’t worry, I have a point in all this…)
 Beauticians Day – make sure to thank
them for their skilled, patient work. Tip
them well.
 Chocolate Pudding Day – who doesn’t
want to celebrate anything chocolate?
Seriously. Even pudding.
 Canoe Day – not sure what to do with
this one. Go canoeing, I guess.
 Tropical Cocktails Day – not interested
 International Day Against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking – We should always
be prayerfully aware of this serious problem

Day can also be used for that. All of
these types of forgiveness should be
done throughout the whole year,
not just today, but celebrating today's holiday is a good way to start
anew.
Now, I understand the point in designating a
day to emphasize forgiveness, as the article
says, in order to “start anew” with the regular practice of forgiving others. Our attitude
as Christ followers regarding forgiveness
goes much deeper than the description; we
are called to Christlike love and forgiveness
of others. But too often our approach to forgiveness is dictated by circumstances rather
than by scripture.
What I found quite interesting is that the
website’s lone photo features a very old
stone carving of Jesus on the cross with nail
pierced hands. Yet the article says nothing at
all about Jesus or the forgiveness we are
offered by God through His Son’s bloody
death on the cross. So on a day that encourages all of us to seek and give forgiveness,
Jesus is the primary example, as he should
be; but why? What is it about Jesus that
compels us toward an attitude and posture
of forgiveness?

nificent forgiveness, we know what true
forgiveness entails (Matthew 6:14-15).
We forgive, because we have been forgiven.
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The Holy Spirit that dwells within you,
transforming your heart and mind into a
Christ-exalting disciple, making you ABLE
to forgive others for their sins against
you. We have all experienced the pain of
others’ words and actions that have hurt
us deeply. The expectation of Colossians
3:13 is for believers who understand the
great debt that Jesus paid for our sins.
We who know what forgiveness looks
like are accountable to forgive others.
The Holy Spirit of God makes you able to
do so, even if you do not feel like you
have the strength to do it.

Perhaps you’ve been neglected or ignored by
someone, or maybe someone didn’t consider your feelings or point of view in their hurried decision making. You are expected to
forgive them. You CAN forgive them. You
MUST forgive them.

Did they intend to hurt you or was it simply
unintentional ignorance? Have you talked
with them as one Christian to another, and
given them an opportunity to apologize? Do
There
are
3
Biblical
reasons:
they even know that you have been sinned
 Forgiveness Day – wait, there is a “day”
against? Or have you simply hunkered down
for this?
1. By the death of Jesus we are forgiven of
in your disdain for them, producing a root of
all our sins against God (Ephesians 1:7).
That last one got my attention. Yes, there is a
bitterness in your heart?
The death of Christ on the cross paid in
day each year that emphasizes and is desigfull the debt we owed to God for our
Seek forgiveness when you have sinned and
nated for forgiveness, whether we are offertransgressions
against
him.
By
faith
in
offer forgiveness when you are sinned
ing it to those who have hurt us or receiving
Jesus
we
are
fully
and
finally
forgiven.
against. Communicate with others and seek
it from those we’ve wronged. Here is the
God
does
not
hold
a
grudge,
nor
will
he
reconciliation in Christ. Don’t gossip or comwebsite description of how we can observe
ever
revisit
our
sins
and
hold
them
plain to your beautician, talk to your brothForgiveness Day:
against us (Jeremiah 31:34). There is
ers and sisters in Christ. Work it out over a
If there is someone you haven't sposuch freedom in Christ!
bowl of chocolate pudding, or maybe while
ken with for awhile because they
paddling together in a canoe (just stay clear
2. By the resurrection of Jesus, our new
wronged you, today is a good day to
of the tropical cocktails). Forgiveness from a
life in Him makes us capable of forgivcall, email, or visit them. Let them
heart of love is a gift of God to His church for
ing others.
know that they are forgiven, and try
our unity and community with one another.
Thankfully, the cross today is empty.
to reestablish a connection. If you
We don’t need a designated holiday to tell
Jesus is not still on the cross, dying again
have wronged someone and are still
us this; we have the Word of God. So let us
and again for our sins (Romans 6:9). His
on bad terms, this may be a good
obey our Lord in this gospel faithfulness.
resurrection from the dead proved that
day to reach out again to say you
his death once for all satisfied the wrath Your pastor,
are sorry and to ask for forgiveness.
of God (Hebrews 7:27) and effectively
Sometimes it is necessary to forgive
purchased our lives for his glory. THEREyourself as well, and Forgiveness
FORE, if we have been given such a mag-

Oren
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July 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Masterpiece Kids Art Camp

1

Al Hunt
Elizabeth Hunt
3 Joan Benedict
5 Holden Poole
6 Pam David
10 Marjorie Norton
Rebekah Whitaker

11 Charles Wilkins
Don Hale
12 Bob Starns
Jason Haynes
Hannah Parsons
Anna Wolf
13 Johnnie Drago
Billy Nix

14 George McNutt
James McMorris
Jill Stokeld
15 Anne Hise
Randy Cox
18 Janel Furlong
Danny David
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19 John Mullins
Trent David
20 Sandra Kirkpatrick
T.W. Terral
22 Adamarie Kirkpatrick
24 Catherine Ginn
Ken Ward
James Whitaker

25 Michael Schuler
26 Brandon Weber
Grant Welch
27 John Cartwright
28 Jamie Dearman
31 Elouise Shaw

We have been missing David Jennings and Mason Welch, not
only for their fun personalities, but also for the Christian guidance they gave our kids. As we search for a new minister for
children and youth, parents can still find guidance for help in
raising their kids — in our church library.

Do you use AmazonSmile when you shop online?
AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon with the same
products, prices, and shopping features as Amazon.com. The
difference is that when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of
eligible products to the charitable organization of your choice.
It doesn’t sound like much, but those small amounts can really
add up, and it doesn’t cost you a penny!

We have many books giving advice on raising Christian kids in
a confusing world. There are too many books available to list
them all, but here are a few to give parents an idea of what
we offer for you to check out:

Just visit Smile.Amazon.com and choose your organization,
then be sure to use AmazonSmile when you order from Amazon!

 Shepherding a Child’s Heart by Tedd Tripp
 Nothing Less: Engaging Kids in a Lifetime of Faith
by Jana Magruder

Here are some great organizations we recommend:
 Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home

 Against the Tide: How to Raise Sexually Pure Kids
in an “Anything Goes” World by Tim & Beverly
LaHaye

 North American Mission Board of the SBC
 International Mission Board—IMB (Richmond, VA)

 Successful Christian Parenting by John MacArthur

 Hopegivers International

 Teaching Your Child About God by Wes Haystead
 Creative Correction: Extraordinary Ideas for Everyday Discipline by Lisa Whelchel
 Have a New Kid by Friday by Dr. Kevin Leman
 Several by Dr. James Dobson:
Dare to Discipline
Bringing Up Boys
Bringing Up Girls
The Strong-Willed Child
Children at Risk: The Battle for the Hearts
and Minds of Our Kids

For the July Mission Action
project, WMU will be partnering with the Baton Rouge
Junior League's Diaper Bank
to provide area families
with diapers. Everyone is
invited to participate and
place all sizes of diapers in
the donation box. The Junior
League Diaper Bank provides hundreds of thousands of diapers to partner agencies impacting thousands of families in East Baton
Rouge Parish! These diapers impact the mental and emotional well-being of children in our area and lessen the risk of
rashes, infections, and illness. The Diaper Bank has a great
need for size 4 and 5 diapers. WMU invites everyone to
come and listen to Pastor Oren talk about the Cooperative
Program during the July monthly meeting on July 3rd at
10am.

Come visit our church library and let us share with you some
of our great resources for parenting.

Join us for lunch after worship on July 15. This month,
the money collected will be
donated to Hopegivers, International to support the
work they are doing for the
gospel in India.

This month’s menu:
 Pork loin
 Au gratin potatoes
 Field peas and snaps
 Cole slaw
 Rolls
 Dessert
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What a wonderful time we had on the Navajo Indian
Reservation!
Here are a few stats from the week:
 Traveling to Chinle, AZ took 13 hours of flying and

driving.
 Temperatures were as low as 48 degrees and as

high at 94 degrees.
 Wind gusts were up to 9 mph.
 Over 60 kids participated in VBS and sports camp.
 Construction of the building was completed in 3 ½

days.
 Church dedication included singing, 2 sermons, and

testimonies.
 4 Navajo accepted Christ at the dedication service.

I am so grateful for our wonderful mission team we
had from FBC. Each member worked hard in construction, cooking team, VBS, and adult Bible study.
We look forward to sharing more about our trip on
Wednesday night, July 25th. I am already looking forward to another wonderful trip next year and am praying you will join with us as we serve the Navajo people!
Enjoy some of the pictures!
Love, Jason
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Spain 2018!!

points to Christ. It is a beautiful city, but it
is an incredibly lost city. But God is in
What an incredible experience!! Thank
Spain and he has never left Spain. The
you FBC for praying for me and for the 34
people of Spain have become very reliant
students as we worked in Spain. The 34
upon themselves and lean on each other
students came from LSU, LSU-S, McNeese,
and not God. So, we had our work cut out
Southern and La Tech. It was a long and
for us. 4 years ago when we went, it
hard trip, but a very rewarding trip.
seemed like such a dark place. It was like
Special thanks to my wife Samantha for
God was not in the area, but this time, we
holding down the fort at home as we were felt God's presence everywhere we went.
gone. Thanks to Robby Bowen, Sherrie
We had the privilege of working alongside
Weber, and Brandon Weber for keeping
8 International Mission Board Missionarthe college department in line while we
ies. They each had different areas that
were gone. I am going to attempt to share
they are in charge of, but they work closebriefly with you about our experience
ly together, especially when groups come
serving God in Spain.
in from the States. Because of the size of
our group, we were able to split up
into 2 different teams. So, the first
week we had one team concentrate
with the missionaries in the Badalona
area and one team on the Sabadell
area.

a beautiful suburb of Barcelona. It is a city
that has a slower pace to it and specifically
had more senior adults. So, the second
pair of missionaries took us there, and
they had a connection with a up and coming new church called 3:16. Obviously its
name is from John 3:16. We went to
church with them which was in a city municipal building. Their goal is to not have
one location, but to be a church to all of
Sabadell and as they grow, they will find a
larger place to worship. Having the pastor
and his family with us was a huge asset for
us. They spoke very good English, so we
were able to have many conversations out
in the community through them. We did a
lot of prayer walking throughout the city,
and we able to have many gospel centered conversations. At some points, we
used Pop-Up Ministries, which is using
sports/balloon animals/park games/candy
etc. to share Bibles, share gospel conversations, share tracts, and share church
The Badalona area missionaries have information. We had success with this, but
a specific target of the Moroccan
we also ran into issues with the police at
Muslim people group. They target the one point. We were giving out balloons
Barcelona Port where many people
and Bibles, and the police showed up
come by ships to Barcelona. This
where we were. The pastor had us slowly
team had the task of passing out Bistop what we were doing and we moved
bles and tracts, and they were
on without issues. It’s amazing that they
charged with starting godly and gos- have to have police permission to be on
pel conversations. They used English as a public streets sharing the gospel. Several
We were based and flew into Barcelona,
Second Language as a tool, and they folSpain. It is a beautiful city. A busy city. It is
lowed their training on how to reach this
a very affluent city. It is a First World
Country and the 3rd largest tourist attrac- people group. They were successful in
tion in Europe behind London and Paris. It sharing the Gospel, and even met a former Muslim guy who was in hiding beis also a part of Spain called the Catalan
cause he had become a Christian. They
area. There are 7.5 million people in this
Catalan area. The Catalan people group is were able to give him a Bible and connect
him to a local church. Through the IMB,
the 3rd largest people group that is unthese same missionaries were able to purreached for Christ. They have a Catholic
chase a center where they are able to
background — most of the grandparents
went to Catholic church, but their kids and teach English as a Second Language. This
was our headquarters throughout the trip.
grandkids have not followed. Barcelona is
It is used to teach kids English, along with
known for its "football" or, as we call it,
soccer. Gaudí is also known with Barcelo- adult classes. Of course, they use the Bible
na. He was a very famous architect and he as the material, and it is exciting to see
how God is working there.
left some very Gaudí style buildings. One
of the buildings is known as the Sagrada
The second team, which I worked with,
Familia. It is an amazing Cathedral and it is was in the Sabadell area. It was a good
full of symbolic Christian representations. hour and fifteen minute train/metro rides
Christ is the center of the building, and it away from the Badalona area. Sabadell is
is an amazing architectural structure that
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of our students were able to develop
friendships with local students. They connected them to church and are continuing
to keep up with them on Facebook and
Instagram. One last comment on Sabadell.
We were able to spend some time in
church members homes. We each were
able to give our testimony and shared our
walk with God. The pastor specifically
pointed me out, because churches in Spain
typically do not have ministers who are
not the pastor of the church. They thought
is was very fascinating that I worked with
Senior Adults and College Students. I told
them as usual, both groups are great. I
told them Senior Adults just don't move as
fast, and of course they have no filter.
They loved that of course. We had a fantastic experience in Sabadell.
We gathered the teams back together in
Badalona as one large group. We were
able to take the students to the tourist
sites such as Parc Guell, Sagrada Familia,
Barcelona beaches (included swimming in
the Mediterranean Sea), experience local
cuisine, etc. Then, "semi-rested", we split
the teams up again. We had a smaller
group stay in Badalona. They continued
the ministries started the week before and
they also worked on the center itself.
They painted, cleaned and helped with the
on-going ministries. The rest of the students were sent to the towns of Salt and

Girona. These two cities are attached together and have a population of 100,000.
It is considered the heart or center of the
Catalan area. It was an hour and a half
train ride from Barcelona. It is located 20
minutes from France and the Pyrenees
Mountains. Salt is a Muslim City. Almost
100 percent of the population is Muslim.
Girona is much more open to all religions,
but was a very atheistic community. So,

the teams stayed in a hotel in Girona and
split up daily.

blessed to serve at a church that loves
college students. I want you to know I was
very proud of the students and their hard
The Salt group obviously was targeting the
work. God truly blessed our work and we
Muslim community. We were there during
may not see the final results, but we were
the time of Ramadan - which is the month
of fasting to commemorate the first revelation of the Quran to Muhammad according to Islamic belief. So, this was not easy
on this team. This meant during the day
most of the Salt people were resting at
home or were at work. So, they had to
shift their work mainly to the night times.
They did a lot of prayer walking throughout the day and helped the Girona team,
but at night they started their park ministries. This was a huge success for this
group. They were able to use crafts,
games, balloon animals, frisbees, etc. to
share the gospel. They were well received
and the missionaries learned a lot that will
help future mission teams.
The Girona group was the group I participated with. The missionaries again partnered us with a local church. We were
able to work alongside them again. They
are 3 years into their ministry there and
they had bought a local shop that they are
turning into a commerce center which will
be used for local commerce and as a computer center. It will double as a church on
the weekend. We were able to do a lot of
prayer walking throughout the day and we
tried to have a lot of
good gospel conversations at coffee shops and
the market areas. In the
evenings though, the
church and missionaries
had us serving in a park
in one of the suburbs of
Girona. We did the PopUp ministries and we
connected with the people in the park. We were
able to connect with
some families and we
had success setting them
up with the local church/
local Christians. We found that the people
were lonely. They are looking for community and specifically a Christian community. There is a huge opportunity to use this
park for God's glory. We are continuing to
pray for those we had contact with and
pray that they accept our Lord and Savior.
I am incredibly blessed to serve at a
church that loves missions. I am incredibly
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able to walk alongside God and all that he
is doing. I ask you to pray for Barcelona,
Badalona, Sabadell, Girona, Salt and the
surrounding Catalan areas. God is moving
there and it was amazing to be a part of it.
Thank you again FBC for loving me, my
family, our college students and our senior
adults. Thank God for the LSU BCM,
McNeese BCM, Southern BCM, La Tech
BCM, and the LSU-S BCM. Pray that they
continue to serve God on their local campuses. We have a huge opportunity to
share Christ on campus and prayer is
needed for them as well.
Love to you all,
Larkin J. Harris
p.s. Due to safety reasons, we were not
allowed to take pictures of the missionaries or their families or of the ministry sites.
We do not want to compromise what all
they are doing. So, most of the pictures
you have seen on Facebook or Instagram
are of the city and the tourist sites.
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