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PASTOR OREN
Galatians 5:9-10— And let us not grow
weary of doing good, for in due season
we will reap, if we do not give up. So
then, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to everyone, and especially to those
who are of the household of faith.
Many of you reading this article are familiar with the stories of the famed Greek
storyteller Aesop. There is not a great deal
of information about his life, but we do
know that he lived between 620 – 564 BC.
He was a Greek story teller credited with a
number of fables now collectively known
in our day as Aesop's Fables. Many of Aesop’s fables are characterized by animals
and inanimate objects that speak, solve
problems, and generally have human
characteristics. One of the unique aspects
of Aesop’s tales is that each one includes
some lesson or “moral” that is meant to
instruct the reader on how we should live.
One such fable is entitled The Miser. This
story features an old man who learned a
hard lesson about hiding valuable things
when they are meant for something
more. The story goes like this:
There was an old man who buried his gold
in a secret place in his garden. Every day
he went to the spot, dug up the treasure
and counted it piece by piece to make
sure it was all there. He made so many
trips to that place, that a resourceful
Thief, who had been observing him,
guessed what it was the Miser had hidden, and one night quietly dug up the
treasure and made off with it. When the
Miser discovered his loss, he was overcome with grief and despair. He groaned
and cried and tore his hair. A passerby
heard his cries and asked what had happened. "My gold! O my gold!" cried the
Miser, wildly, "someone has robbed me!"
"Your gold! There in that hole? Why did
you put it there? Why did you not keep it
in the house where you could easily get it
when you had to buy things?" "Buy!"
screamed the Miser angrily. "Why, I never
touched the gold. I couldn't think of
spending any of it." The stranger picked
up a large stone and threw it into the
hole. "If that is the case," he said, "cover
up that stone. It is worth just as much to
you as the treasure you lost!"

The lesson: A possession is worth no more ble that you want to hide it or is it so valuthan the use we make of it.
able that you can’t help but share it with
others?
I find that little fable so interesting in light
of Galatians 5:9-10, where the Apostle I write this to you at this time in the year
Paul is encouraging and challenging the because summer time is great opportunichurch to continue doing good and not to ty to reach out to your neighbors and
grow weary in their Christlike obedience. friends who are in need of Christ, his gosHe says that there is a harvest of God’s pel, and genuine love. One of the best and
blessing awaiting all those who do not yet often neglected ways which we have
give up in doing good to others. We are to to share with others the hope we have in
take “every opportunity” to seek the good Christ is to open our homes and lives to
of others, to all whom we encounter, and others. We are so tempted to isolate ourespecially those who are fellow believers. selves and only let in those we know and
These opportunities which God gives us trust to be worthwhile of our time. But
can be easily missed if we are not paying there are people in our lives that desperattention or looking for them. Very often, ately need the good news of the gospel,
we as Christians can overlook many and there is a good chance that you may
hurting and hopeless people because we be the only one in their lives who can
are so preoccupied with our own agendas share that with them. Take that opporand “busyness.” This text in Galatians is as tunity! Go out of you way to be hospitable
much a warning as it is a command. If we and welcoming of those around you who
are not careful to take these opportunities are hurting, sorrowful, lost and alone and
to serve others, we will miss the harvest. minister to them with all the goodness
Or to say it another way, if we do not that God has shown you.
spend the gold of God’s love and goodLet us not be misers of God grace and
ness on others, it will be stolen away one
love. Spend it on others and you will find
day. It will be worth nothing more than a
that it will never run dry. The harvest
useless stone.
which we are promised will also reap, and
In Ephesians 2:10, we read this amazing it is far greater and more joyful than
encouragement: “For we are his work- whatever value we perceive is gained by
manship, created in Christ Jesus for good only sharing it with a select few. If God
works, which God prepared before- was not stingy with his grace toward you,
hand, that we should walk in them.” Every then neither should we be stingy with that
Christian believes is one whom God has grace toward others. May God bless our
redeemed and set apart to do particular homes, our lives, and our opportunities
kinds of “works” that He prepared for us for outreach and ministry in our city. I will
to do. Our willing service to one another pray for you and for the boldness of Christ
whereby we meet a need of another per- to not grow weary in doing good, but to
son, sometimes at great sacrifice to our- press on in the name of Jesus for the good
selves, is evidence that we truly believe of others and for the sake of God’s great
what Christ has commanded of us to love kingdom.
God supremely and to love our neighbors
Your Pastor,
as ourselves (Matthew 22:37-40). Jesus
went to the cross to save our lives SO
THAT we would do the works of God. Too
often we are like that miser, stingy and
unwilling to use that valuable resource of
love and kindness, withholding it for just
the right moment or opportunity that we
deem worthwhile. But the Word of God
says to look for “Every opportunity” to do
good for someone else. How much is
God’s love WORTH to you? Is it so valua-
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One thing always joked about among children’s ministers is how weird our purchases
are compared to other ministries. I’m
guessing you won’t see Atomic Glow
Worms and Neon Glitter Sand in Jason’s
budget.
But as children’s ministers, we have a
unique opportunity to reach kids and families for Jesus using these things. Jesus
taught using items and objects that the
people were familiar with...seeds, fish,
wheat. And when we come up with Biblebased object lessons and craft projects, we
try to use items that kids are familiar with
or that will grab their attention.
All this is to say, every year when we put on
Masterpiece KIds Art Camp, we have a lot of
supplies to get. Along with shirts and food,
we have to equip each room with enough
art supplies to last though five days.
Like previous years, I recently asked church
members to help out by purchasing different supplies for the camp. I was totally
blown away by the generosity of FBC. Almost everything I asked for was taken care
of by our members. Thank you so, so much.
I wanted to go a little deeper this month in
regards to our theme, since so many of you

have invested your time, and
now money, on this event.

too late to sign-up to help. You can register
to volunteer on our church’s website.

Each year, we have a theme
that runs through the week of
art camp. A couple of years
ago, we had the theme of
Kintsugi, the art of taking
something broken and making it even
better. Last year, we went Around the
World, and taught art projects based on
different cultures found all over. This year,
our theme is Glow.

The other huge event we have in July is our
trip to CentriKid Summer Camp. I love how
everything in this Lifeway-run camp is scripture-based, totally safe, and absolutely funfilled.

This year’s Bible content will be looking at
who Jesus is. Here’s a quick snapshot of
what we’ll be looking at: Jesus is the promise fulfilled, Jesus is the Lord, Jesus is the
rescuer, Jesus is the redeemer, Jesus is with
us.
In John 8:12, we read, “Again Jesus spoke to
them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Kids will see how Jesus glows in the darkness, engulfing the darkness of sin and
showing us the way.
In Matthew 5, we see how believers are
called to be light. Children who already follow Jesus as Lord will discover ways they
can glow, being a light for Jesus in Baton
Rouge and beyond.

The camp theme this year is Adventure
Awaits: Follow the One True Light! At CentriKid 2017, we will embark on an epic adventure as we learn why Jesus Christ is the
One True Light. In a world full of darkness,
we will show campers how the one true
light of Jesus Christ can show us the way,
bring us life, and shine through us. When
we follow the One True Light, we will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.
Again, we can only do things like this
through the generosity of our members at
FBC. Each year, members have stepped up
and helped our group go without worrying
about covering the majority of the costs.
Thank you for being such a giving church
and making children a priority.

David

As of the time of me writing this, we have
over 100 kids preregistered and well over
50 planned to join us from KidCam. If you’re
reading this in the first part of July, it’s not

Ready for a week full of art skills and thrills?

July 10-14, 2017 // 8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily
For kids completing kindergarten to 6th grade!
A one-time $10 fee covers lunch & snacks
every day, a t-shirt, & all art supplies.
Visit fbcbr.com for more info!
Volunteer to help, or register your kids today!
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June 17-23, a mission team of 7 FBC members joined with
churches from Houston and Virginia on the Navajo Indian Reservation. The reservation is the largest in the United States and
covers 27,413 square miles in of 3 states. This is the 3rd year
First Baptist has joined with these teams on different parts of
the reservation.

adjusted our schedule to allow for the 12 women to have their
own Bible study and participate in VBS crafts. Everyone was so
eager to learn as each VBS student received a Bible. Many asked
to take home additional Bibles to give to their family members.

Our final day of VBS, we had reached our largest group yet with
a total of 41 students. Our day consisted of singing songs, makThis year, our mission was in the northwest corner of Arizona in ing crafts, and Bible study. The building was nearing completion
the small town of Rock Point, Arizona. Tom and Ella Watson as we watched the team finish the roof and begin to attach the
pastor a congregation of 30
steeple to the building. Another answered
members in their home each
prayer was that our team remained safe and
week. Tom and Ella have been
able to complete the building amid the high
faithfully praying for a building to
temperatures without incident and with a
be built in their neighborhood for
smaller work force than normal. Our mission
their church, Builders of Hope
was completed and all that was left was to
Church, to continue to grow. As
dedicate the building and hand the keys to
this prayer was answered, so
Builders of Hope Church.
were many of our prayers anGod answered our mission team’s prayers
swered this past week.
and Builders of Hope Church’s prayers. Our
celebration had over 100 Navajos in attendance as we sang Amazing Grace in English
and the Navajos sang in their native tongue.
We dedicated the building and then celebrated by having 10 baptisms. The Navajos
made their traditional Navajo tacos consisting of meat, beans, lettuce, and tomatoes on top of fry bread.
Our team arrived on
Hugs were exchanged as we said our goodbyes and left Rock
June 17th ready to build
Point and Builders of Hope Church. We saw God answer prayers
a church building for
and work in the lives of our mission team and the church conBuilders of Hope Church,
gregation. If it is Baton Rouge, Louisiana or Rock Point, Arizona,
run a Vacation Bible
English or Navajo, rich or poor, God is still at work among His
Study, and work with
people.
the local high school
basketball teams. There My body is weak, but
were a few challenges this year that are not common in our my heart is full. I can’t
yearly trips, but the key was to remain flexible. First off, Vaca- wait to share with the
tion Bible School did not have a place to meet, and Ella Watson rest of our team more
did not seem to know if we would have any kids at VBS. Our of what God did this
team remained committed to the task of doing a VBS and began past week! Thanks for
to pray that God would bring us children to teach for the week. all your prayers!
God answered our prayer by giving us 18 children, teens, and
Love,
adults on day 1 as we met under a circus tent in 100 degree
temperatures.

Jason

On day 2, our prayer was that our number of children, teens,
and adults would continue to increase. We felt the continued
prayers from our family and friends at home. A friend of our
team began to pray after the first night that we would double
our numbers and God did just that. We had 36 total in VBS ranging from babies to 88 years old. All that attended the 1st day of
VBS came back on the 2nd day as well as 18 new people. We
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In just a few days, our youth will be
boarding a van to Chatsworth, GA for
youth camp. Camp is a week full of
adventure and excitement. The
events that will take place on this trip
will be lasting memories that they
will tell others about in the years to
come. For me, camp holds a special
place in my life because it was there
that I heard God calling me ministry
for the first time. One of the reasons
I am serving within the church today
is because of my camp experience.
Camp provided me a place to get alone with God and to seek his
face. I pray that our students will have a similar experience this
year at camp.

 Pray students will buy into camp.
 Pray Students will go to camp seeking God and not the
things of this world.

 Pray for the adult leaders taking our students to camp.
 Pray for the college students leading our students’
groups at camp.

 Pray for the band and speaker.
 Pray they students will leave camp with a fire for God
that lasts.

Mason

Even though youth camp is an amazing place for a student to
get away from the world and to fully seek God, it has many dangers. These dangers include going to camp for the wrong reasons and thinking camp can fix one’s problems. Every student
has a reason for going to camp. Some students go to draw closer
to God, but some are there for worldly reasons. They see camp
as a place to meet new friends or to have a cool adventure.
Whatever reason a student decides to go to camp, it is important for them to know that camp cannot fix their problems.
The activities we take part in at camp are God-centered, but
they cannot have the same impact that Christ can. I pray that
our students will not see just the activities, but they will see the
Savior these events point to. Camp is a great place and I am excited to see what God is going to do there. Below I have given
some ways that you can pray for our trip. I am grateful for a
church that lets our students go to camp. It is an honor being
the youth pastor at FBCBR.

————————————————————————————
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July 5 // Down Town Golf



July 12 // Scavenger Hunt



July 17-22 // Camp



July 26 // Bowling



August 4 // Back To School Bash

@ first
Senior Adults, we are working on our Senior Adult Revival in September. The dates for the Senior Adult Revival are September 25th-27th. Reverend Joe
McKeever is our guest speaker. Jason and Yannah and
our Young at Heart Singers will be lending a hand with
the music. It should be a fantastic Revival and I hope
you are looking forward to it.

Hey FBC, I hope your summer is going well. Time sure flies by.
Summer is going so quickly. We are preparing for new college
students and it won't be long until they arrive. This summer
the LSU BCM and collegiate ministers have been on campus
for Orientation. This is a time where we invite students to
participate with the BCM and get them involved with the local churches. There are 17 Orientation sessions and it is looking like a good year for this group of freshmen. LSU has 5,600
incoming freshmen. Be in prayer for these students and pray
that we can reach them with Christ.

Also, Senior Adults, this year we are going to be taking
you to Hawaii with our college students. Dates for the
trip will be March 24th - April 1st. It should be a fantastic trip and I hope you are considering going. We
will be staying on the Island of Oahu. Location depends on how many Senior Adults we take.

Each summer I try to let you know about what all our students are up to. This summer Emily Sloane and Hannah Foval
are working with MissionFuge (Lifeway). They are on a traveling team that goes across the country sharing Christ with
teenagers. Super proud of them as always and thank you for
praying for them. Ellen Farmer is another one of our students
who is out serving this summer. Here is a little bit from her
about her summer:

Please note, too, that we have canceled our Senior
Adult luncheon for July due to Masterpiece Kids Art
Camp. Please volunteer to help if you can!

Larkin

This summer the Lord has led me to serve with the Sky Ranch
ministry in Van, Texas. I will be working for 14 weeks as a
wrangler, teaching kids ages 6-15 how to ride horses and
show them Christ through one of his most magnificent creatures. Sky Ranch has been such a blessing to me in the month
that I’ve been here already. We have 500 summer staff acting
in positions such as camp counselor, activities team, wrangler, photography/video team, and many other support staff
members. Sky Ranch puts an emphasis on making every single
activity point back to Jesus and because of the large number
of support stuff, counselors have the ability to participate in
each activity along side their campers which opens doors for
one on one conversations. My team of 15 wranglers are an
amazing group of believers that have been able to stretch me
and point me to the Lord in ways I had never seen before. We
see around 700 new faces each week, average about 6 hours
of sleep per night and eat way more fried chicken patties than
I never knew was possible but I love it here and know that
God has placed me in this position for a reason. This will be a
summer I look back on for the rest of my life and I’m so thankful to be here.
-Ellen Farmer
Thank you FBC for praying for our College Students, Senior
Adults and specifically for Ellen, Emily and Hannah!!
In Him,

Larkin
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