a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
There are many strange, odd, and weird
occurrences in the world, some of which
we as human beings will go to great
lengths to accomplish ourselves. I remember as a 12 year old at Eunice Jr. High
school going with my friends to the school
library during my lunch break to read.
Now, before you begin to applaud my studious and noble academic pursuits, let me
make a confession: We went to the library
to read the Guinness Book of World Records. That is much less commendable, isn’t
it? Yes it is true; we used the extra time of
our lunch break to look up the strangest,
weirdest, and most disgusting world records we could find. And we found a bunch.
I revisited my childhood recently by
searching the Guinness World Records
website to find some of the strangest and
most ridiculous world records to date.
Here are a few notable selections:

or the greatest or the most accomplished
individual who can do something that few
others can, or desire, to do. And they will
be remembered as such. But they did not
achieve these strange records without
many failed attempts. In fact, if we took
the whole of their lives in seeking to
achieve such peculiar records, we would
see much more failure than success. So if
you thought that you had nothing in common with Ashrita Furman (USA), who holds
the records for the fastest mile hopping on
a pogo stick whilst juggling three balls (23
min 28sec), think again! How many times
do you think Ashrita failed before achieving the record? I hopped on a pogo stick
once; it didn’t go well. And I’ve also tried
juggling, which was a disaster. To do such
amazing things takes a lot of hard work
and overcoming many failures along the
way, which leads us to the point of this
article. (You are probably asking “how in
the world will he draw out a spiritual message from this apparent nonsense?”)

Ram Singh Chauhan's mustache is the
longest in the world, at 14 feet, officially
measured in Rome, Italy, on March 4,
We are as followers of Christ still struggling
2010.
with constant failures. Every day is filled
Charlotte Lee (USA) holds the world record with activity, busyness, work, play, family,
for the largest collection of rubber ducks, and friends. All along the way we have
numbering 5,631, as of April 10, 2011, inner thoughts and struggles which lead us
while Ann Atkin of West Putford, England to sin, on top of the many personal interhas a four-acre “Gnome Reserve”, where actions we experience each day. And
she has curated a collection of 2,042 gar- sometimes, perhaps many times, we fail in
den gnomes and pixies, as of March 2011. our attempts to live “Christianly” in those
encounters. While we are not out to set
The number of most apples crushed with
any world records for “most Christian man
the bicep in one minute is 8, achieved by
or woman”, we know that we are also
Linsey Lindberg of Texas.
called to live our lives in such a way that
In 2008, Kevin Shelley set the record others see Christ in us and glorify God as a
for most toilet seats broken by one’s head result (Matthew 5:13-16). So what do we
in one minute by shattering 46 in Co- do when we fail? We do the same thing
logne, Germany.
that world record holders do: get up, fix
your eyes again on the goal, which is
These records are no doubt astonishing
Christ, and take another step toward
and undoubtedly strange (Toilet seats?
knowing him.
Really?) Meanwhile, the rest of us are hobbling along each day just trying to eat Your failure as a Christ follower does NOT
healthier, or not to oversleep, or not fall define you, rather the unconditional grace
into a hole (hey, that could be a new cate- of God and his steadfast love for you are
gory: “the most consecutive days NOT fall- what identify you now (1 Peter 2:9-10). I
ing into a hole”).
don’t consider any of the failures of my life
(which are too many to count) the defining
Obviously these record holders are people
aspect of my life. Nor do I consider any
who found something that they are “good”
achievements or noteworthy accomplishat, and they’ve made it a life-passion to
ments the identifying mark of my life
the point that they are known as the best

(Philippians 3:3-7). I cannot care about
what I’ve accomplished; I must find my
hope, joy, and identity in what Christ Jesus
has accomplished for me (2 Corinthians
5:21). The most important fact which others much know about me is NOT what
great or strange things I’ve done, but what
God has worked in me through the person
of Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit
(Romans 8:29). Like the Apostle Paul, I
must consider all things as “rubbish” (all
the successes and failures of life) compared with what I have in knowing and
being known by Christ Jesus (Philippians
3:8).
So all of my failures at honoring Christ supremely and my constant shortcomings in
obedience to His Word will not be my defining mark, neither will those days of
soaring faith and Christ-honoring righteousness. But what DOES and WILL define
me as a person is the saving and lifechanging grace of God in Christ Jesus my
Lord (1 Corinthians 15:10). I do not foresee
a day when I will hold any world records
for anything, but I will be no less recognized and known by God, and that is all the
recognition I desire.
And so what if you can’t spin the most hula
hoops simultaneously around your body
(200) or hold your breath under water
while suspended upside down longer than
any other person (4min 29sec)? You are
noticed and loved much, much more.
Take heart saints of God, for your heavenly
Father holds your life close to his heart,
and Jesus your Savior reigns as your great
Redeemer King, and the Holy Spirit indwells your spirit and life, compelling you
and molding you to look more like Jesus
every day (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). God
knows you, loves you, and He calls you his
own. That is all the reason you need to get
up and follow him each day. So let us be
confessing, repentant lovers of Christ Jesus
and by the power of God we will grow in
our knowledge of Him. I will continue to
pray for you each day, that Christ would be
your great pursuit and his glory will be
your greatest joy!

Oren

JULY 2016

Let's explore the art and cultures found all around God's great
big world! We'll discover different art styles used in different
countries, talk to people who spread the good news of Jesus in
those areas, sing in different languages, and much more! Sign
up today!
8:15 am to 12:15 pm daily // Cost: $10 per child, includes all
supplies, snacks, and a t-shirt.
New this year: We'll be providing a free lunch for kids between
12:15-12:45. Pick up your kids before lunch or wait until 12:45
and pick them up full!
For kids completing Kindergarten - 6th Grade. A preschool
group will be open to children of Art Camp volunteers only.

Hello FBC!
I am excited to finally be here in Baton
Rouge to serve along side you in reaching
the city for Christ. I am originally from a
small town in north Mississippi called Hamilton. I have been living in South Louisiana for
a little over three years working as a youth
minister and college minister. I was blessed
to grow up in a Christian home where my
parents served as amazing examples of
Christ. There was never a time in my life
where I was not involved in the church, and
at the age of nine I accepted Christ as my
Savior.
I was privileged to marry the love of my life,
Hayley, on June 10th. God has truly blessed
me with a wife that helps me daily to be a
better man, and Christ follower. She has
served as an elementary teacher these past
three years, but she plans to pursue anther
career here in Baton Rouge. We love being
outdoors and playing disc golf and board
games. We are also big sports fans. We pull
for Mississippi State and I am currently
working on convincing Hayley to be a Saints
fan.

I attended Mississippi State University where
I gradated with my Bachelors in Philosophy
and Religion. I am currently working towards
my Masters of Divinity at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and am planning
on graduating in December. An interesting
fact about me is that I was the mascot during
my time at Mississippi State. That was an
amazing experience that opened many doors
for me.
I have great things planned for FBC Youth
Group. This summer we will be having a
lock-in one night in July. Also, I am hoping to
have a swimming party before the students
go back to school. I hope this summer can be
a time for me to get to know the students. I
believe a student’s time within a youth ministry are very important years in their life.
My goal is to prepare them for the future. I
hope their time within the youth ministry
gives them stories to tell, but most importantly they will have a solid relationship
with Christ. A relationship that helps them
change the world for Jesus.

Mason Welch

Last month, a group of five FBC members
traveled to Winslow, Arizona to work with
the Navajo Indians. Over a week-long trip,
we built a church building and ran a vacation Bible school and a sports camp. Our
five members joined with 60 others from
Houston and Virginia to work with the
Navajo Church of Birdspring Fellowship
and Pastor Toney Nez. God is working
among the church as this is the 2nd mission project with this church. The building
we constructed this year will be used as
Sunday school space and the first
plumbed bathrooms for the church. The
Navajo children were eager to learn, and
we were excited to have over 80 kids in
VBS and Sports Camp.

To get to Winslow, Arizona we flew to
Phoenix and then drove 3 hours north
east to our destination. As we arrived in
Phoenix, we experienced the record
breaking temperature of 118 degrees. Our
3 hour drive to Winslow took us through
beautiful desert landscapes and the Tonto
National Forest. As we drove through the
desert, we could see hundreds of saguaro
cacti for miles. As I looked upon the land I
was reminded of the faithfulness of God
even in dry, desert locations. Amid some
of the harshest conditions, God is still
faithful to provide water and vegetation
where it seems desolate and often dead. I
was reminded of the passage of Psalm 63:
“O God, you are my God,
earnestly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you;
my flesh faints for you,
as in a dry and weary land where
there is no water.
So I have looked upon you in
the sanctuary,
beholding your power and glory.

Because your steadfast love is
better than life,
my lips will praise you.
So I will bless you as long as I live;
in your name I will lift up my hands.”
While the temperature was scorching hot
throughout the week in Winslow, God is
still faithful to His people. God satisfies
our thirst and gives strength to the weary.
Maybe this summer God seems near to
you, or maybe this summer you feel dry
spiritually. Either way, I challenge you to
pray these words, rely on Him to be your
portion and your satisfaction.
Love,

Jason

Sunday, July 31
Sandi Patty in Concert with Veritas
Saturday, October 29 // 7:00 pm // First Baptist Church Baton Rouge
Tickets available in the church office or at premierproductions.com
We have a limited number of General Admission tickets available in the
church office for $20 each. See Kathey or Jason to purchase.
Online discount available now. Use promo code CHURCH. General Admission:
$20 with code ($25 reg.). Platinum and Premium ticket packages available for
an extra price. Visit premierproductions.com for more info!

Sunday, August 28

street that would like a visit or
needs a little help with yard
work. Do it as a family (or if the
task allows, let older kids take
the reins).
6) Serve Worldwide Have kids
help find fairly traded goods,
recycle waste, and send cards to
missionaries.
Have you found something so interesting in
a book’s table of contents you just had to
skip to that part? I did just the other day…
Part of my mission here at FBC is to reach
families and to serve parents. I’m currently
reading through a book called GospelCentered Family: Becoming the Parents God
Wants You to Be by Ed Moll and Tim Chester. The last chapter was in a section called
“A Mission-Centered Family” and was all
about service.
Earlier this year, I talked about the three
pillars of children’s ministry (Know Jesus,
Bible Skills, and Serve Others). We want our
kids to have a heart for missions, both local
and international. There was a lot of good
stuff in the chapter, but I thought I would
share some of what I took from it!
Read Mark 12:28-34. How are these two
commandments worked out in your family
life? Could your kids show that their parents believe these are the greatest commandments?
The authors point out, “…God is to be the
center of your family’s world. And closely
linked to that is a commitment to serving
others,” say the authors. “A gospelcentered family is a family that serves others to the glory of God.”
As we love our kids, we must make sure
that we’re not putting them before God.
Putting God at the forefront of our families
is the most loving thing we can do for our
kids.
The authors gave 10 ideas on how to teach
kids to serve and serve as a family.
1) Household Chores Even if doing it yourself is faster…teach kids to serve.
2) Demonstrate a Servant Attitude Yourself
(Without your kids becoming masters!)
3) Get Kids Involved in Evangelism Help
them invite friends and neighbors to church
events
4) Prayer Don’t just pray for family needs,
pray for our mission friends as well.
5) Serving Neighbors Find someone on your

7) “But I Want…” When kids say things like
“it’s not fair…” don’t try to bribe. Simply
remind them of our loving God and how
this isn’t our world, but His.
8) Money Giving Allow your kids to earn
money and teach them to save, spend, and
give in an appropriate way.
9) Watch Your Tone Don’t groan about the
people you’re serving behind their back. It’s
an easy temptation to fall for and it teaches
our kids a message they don’t need.
10) Praise Service Whether it be from your
kids or other servants, show kids that serving others is something to strive for.
In the future, I want to work on giving our
kids more opportunities to serve their community. I look forward to joining with you
all as we work on fostering a serving spirit
in our kids.
Speaking of serving, Masterpiece Kids 2016
is here and the theme is missions around
the world. Children who already know Jesus
as Lord will hear from missionaries and discover ways they can serve God by spreading
the good news of Jesus. Kids who don’t yet
know Jesus will be introduced to His great
love! We need your prayers to
make this event work! Thank
you for your support!

quick and easy discussion started on how
Jesus frees us from our sin:
Text: Romans 6:18
Preparation: Place a couple of bricks (or
other heavy items) in a shoe box and seal
the lid. The box should be light enough for
children to lift but heavy enough that they
won’t want to hold it more than a minute.
The Message: As we’re talking today, I’d
like you to pass around this box. When you
get it, stand and hold it in front of you as
long as you can. When you get tired, pass
it on. (Don’t let kids rest the box on their
legs.)
Why do we celebrate Independence Day?
What does it mean to be free? How are we
free? Are we free to litter? Are we free to
call people names?
(Read the Scripture.)
What does it mean to be free from sin? As
Christians, we believe that people get
weighed down with sin but that we’re free
from sin if we believe in Jesus. (Take the
box from the child currently holding it.)
How is holding this box like not being free
from sin? How did you feel when you could
pass it on and be free of it? How’s that like
being free from sin?
Once we’re free from sin, how do we use
that freedom? The Bible says we become
slaves to goodness. Freedom from sin allows us to offer ourselves as willing slaves
of the Lord Jesus Christ, who continue to
work in us to make us more like Him!

David

New this year, the Friday after
Art Camp, we’re hosting a special Parents’ Night Out for Masterpiece Kids attendees. We’re
calling it Art Attack and it’s sure
to be a blast! We hope that new
families will come and enjoy the
fun we have planned well after
art camp is done.
After that, we have CentriKid
Camp, where we’ll be traveling
to Mississippi for a week of faith
-fueled fun. We’ll be discovering
more about the Armor of God
and how we can be warriors for
Christ!
July is also a time to celebrate
independence and freedom.
Use this quick object lesson as a

August 27 at FBC Lafayette
4th4th-6th graders
Cost: $35 per child
Sign Up by July 22!

Spain 2016!! Amazing!! Intense!! Wow, what
a mission trip this was. I am incredibly proud
of our LSU students and the mission team
from FBC Amory, Mississippi. They all
worked hard and didn't sleep much, but they
tried to glorify God in all they did. Alyssa
Kimmell and I took LSU Baptist Collegiate
Ministry students to Barcelona and Madrid
Spain. We were working alongside the LSU

Our team reached out to the various universities in each city. We reached out to the
college students through one on one evangelistic conversations. We used an evangelist
tool called soularium and we also used our
cell phones to take selfies to reach students.
Our teams did a lot of prayer walking
throughout Barcelona and Madrid with the
idea that we were tiling the soil for seeds
that are about to be planted. We were used
by the missionaries to reach out to a specific
people group in Barcelona. The missionaries
are targeting Moroccan Muslims. They are
using a community coffee house to teach
English as a Second Language. Through this,
they are able to share the gospel as they
teach English. While we were there, some of
our students were able to help paint and get
the community center ready for its grand
opening. Bibles were passed out to people
who were riding a ferry to Morroco from
Barcelona. Serving alongside local churches
through handing out tracts, playing with
children in parks and passing out flyers
about an upcoming basketball camp also
took place. This is just a small snippet of
what we did.

God is working in Spain. Even though the
Muslim population is rising you can sense
BCM Associate Director Sarah Farley. We
that the Lord is working. I ask for you to pray
partnered with missionaries in Barcelona
Spain. Pray for more missionaries to be aland missionaries in Madrid. They did a great
lowed to work there. Pray for more workers
job of utilizing the team members.
to go over and serve. Pray that God contin-

Friday, July 8 // 10:00 am
in the Fellowship Hall
Come meet some of the families of
the CDC and see what the children
have been learning all year!

ues to open the doors in reaching the Muslim people, the Catalan people group and all
people from Spain.
Thank you FBC for caring about missions and
sharing Christ with the world. Thank you for
caring about myself, my family and our college students.
In Him,

Larkin J. Harris

