
  



2 

Colossians 2:6-7 - 6 Therefore, as you re-
ceived Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in 
him, 7 rooted and built up in him 
and established in the faith, just as you 
were taught, abounding in thanksgiving. 

Welcome to 2018! I hope and pray your 
Christmas holiday season was a blessed 
one filled with joy and peace in Christ Je-
sus. I encourage you to take a moment to 
think over the past year and consider all 
the blessings for which you should give 
God thanks and praise. He has been abun-
dantly good to us all, and our response to 
God should be praise upon praise for His 
goodness and grace. The entire Christian 
life, from the new birth to our final breath, 
is built upon our response to God for what 
He has done. As we enter another new 
year, I want to give you some encourage-
ment regarding who we are as a church 
family and what God has set before us to 
seek out in our daily lives for His glory. 

We will begin a new sermon series in 2018 
on the book of Colossians. I have been 
looking forward to beginning this new 
study with you and I am already praying 
for God’s grace and Spirit to pour out up-
on us as we learn together what it means 
to have his Word “dwell in us richly 
(Colossians 3:16).” 

I have chosen 2 “theme” verses for the 
upcoming year, which I pray you will mem-
orize and commit yourself to living out 
each day in obedience to God. Colossians 
2:6-7 is such a beautiful text about the 
foundation of the Christian life for all 
those who are alive in Christ. God speaks 
to us through the apostle Paul, calling us 
to respond to God’s act of redeeming 
grace in many significant ways; the great-
est of which is that we are to walk in 
Christ daily just as we have received him. 
Our salvation is established by God’s grace 
through our faith in Jesus Christ 
(Ephesians 2:4-5).  So just as you are 
saved by trusting in the finished work of 
Christ on the cross (as you have received 
him), so you are to also walk in Him each 
day by faith in your Savior who sustains 
you and upholds you  for the sake of his 
name (1:16-17). 

The truth is that we are too easily tempted 
to walk according to the flesh and not by 
the Spirit of Christ. Think about all the 
resolutions people have made for this 
New Year, in which they will “better” 
themselves by denying certain pleasures 
and taking up new, healthier habits. New 
Year’s resolutions are by no means sinful if 
they are made to build better habits. But 
they are nonetheless fleeting attempts to 
be a better version of what we were last 
year. But this approach, while attractive 
and at times effective, never lasts as long 
as we like because there is no lasting joy in 
these worldly approaches to life. Paul re-
minds us that our effectiveness and joy as 
Christ followers are so deeply tied to our 
faith in Christ Jesus. Paul is admonishing 
the Colossians to remember how it is that 
they came to faith in Jesus and to walk in 
that manner daily. As you trusted in Jesus 
for salvation from the penalty of your sins, 
so now you are called to trust in Jesus for 
your daily sanctification and deliverance 
from sin. Are you walking by faith today? 
Will you commit to walking by faith in the 
coming days and months? This should be a 
point of prayer for each and every one 
reading these words.  

If you are wondering about the practical 
nature of your walk with Christ, remember 
that your foundation is not built upon 
fleeting worldly pleasures, but upon the 
everlasting truth of God’s Word. The gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is the story of redemp-
tion of sinners whereby we are given roots 
to be built up in the good news of God’s 
word. O how necessary it is in our day to 
have believers young and old rooted deep-
ly in the good news of the gospel. Far too 
often, Christian believers are wavering and 
unsettled by the afflictions of the world, 
when our hope should be firmly placed in 
Christ and his unfailing word. If the gospel 
of Jesus Christ is your foundation for your 
life today and your eternity with God, then 
you should be seeking out more ways to 
grow deeper in the soil of the gospel. My 
prayer for each of us in the coming year is 
that our depth in the word of God would 
match our breadth in the ministries we 
employ to reach our community. Just as 

we are taught, so must we live.  

And we should never forget that what 
makes our testimony viable to the watch-
ing world isn’t our passion or our pro-
grams, but our continual posture of grati-
tude before God. The most effective gos-
pel witnesses come from the lips of those 
who praise God continually and thank him 
for his abundant grace. Thankfulness is the 
mark of a life redeemed by the love and 
mercy of God.  There is no greater evi-
dence of faith than one who is obedient 
with gratitude in their hearts. We need 
more Christians in the world with these 
beautiful and abiding characteristics.   

Here is your challenge for the month of 
January: Take time to read through the 
entire book of Colossians at least once a 
week for the next 4 weeks. If the word of 
God is going to dwell in us richly, then we 
must spend time soaking in it, meditating 
on it, wrestling with it, and praying for its 
power to reside in us. So I encourage you 
Christians and members of FBC Baton 
Rouge to prepare your hearts and minds 
to hear from God by reading through the 
book of Colossians multiple times, looking 
for those diamonds of truth. Come pre-
pared and expecting to hear from God and 
you will develop ears to hear and thankful 
hearts of praise.  

Thank you for allowing me the great privi-
lege of serving as your pastor. It is an hon-
or and a pleasure and a joy to my heart. I 
am looking forward with great anticipation 
to all that God will teach us in the coming 
months. 

 

Pastor Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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Let’s start off the new year by playing a game. Below are five 
different pictures taken around our church. Some are zoomed 
in, others are angled so you can’t see the whole thing. Can you 
identify where in the church these pictures were taken? The 
answers can be found under the pictures. 

 

So, how’d you do? Where you able to figure out how these plac-
es and things fit in our big church? What helped you figure 
these things out? Now would any of these pictures do well to 
demonstrate what the church does as a whole? 

I would say it would be easy to take things out of context just by 
a single, zoomed in picture. And sometimes we fall into that 
trap when it comes to our kids and the Bible. 

It’s important to help our kids understand the big picture of the 
Bible. Here are some simple, easy tips to help you do that this 
year! 

 First off, schedule Bible time into your family’s schedule this 
year if you don’t already. Older kids can start enjoying time 
alone with God each day, and there are some great Bibles 
and devotionals made for younger kids and families. You 
won’t be perfect, no one is. But show your kids that Bible 
time is a priority. 

 Teach your kids how to find Bible books using chapters and 
verses. Familiarize yourself with the different sections of 
the Bible and help kids see how the book they’re in fits in 
the bigger picture. 

 Remind kids that the people and places they are reading 
about are real as you or I. 

 Ask comprehension questions that challenge kids to apply 
the verses…“What is God saying in this passage?”, “What 
does this passage teach us about God?” and “How does this 
passage change my life?” 

 Older kids can start to learn to use commentaries and con-
cordances, while younger kids may find learning about the 
table of contents useful as they grow in their Bible skills. 

 Have kids be on the lookout for Jesus connections, where 
they see hints and examples of what Jesus would do for us. 

When you’re reading, make sure to make it fun! Bring out inter-
esting and unusual facts and customs. Use all five senses to 
teach Bible content. Use a variety of teaching methods and ap-
proaches to teach kids in the way God created them to learn. 

We’ve got lots of great family events planned for 2018. Please 
keep your eyes on the bulletins and Facebook for upcoming 
information! Happy New Year! 

 

David 

Art next to Athenian Room entrance 

Elevator Key 

Button found in Prayer Room 

Quiet Service Has Begun sign 

Our Past & Present Pastors artwork 
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About four years ago I took my first job within the church. This job was a youth position, and at the 
time I figured youth ministry would be a step towards a bigger calling. I was wrong for thinking that 
way, and over the past few years God has shown me countless wonders serving teenagers. As we 
grow older we often forget how hard it is to be a teenager in our world. These years of students’ 
lives are the moments they figure life out. The decisions they make in these years can have a lasting 
impact on their life ahead. As a church, we know the most important decision these students can 
make is making Christ Lord over their whole lives. I include whole here because as a church (the 
American church) we often teaches students unknowingly that Jesus is just a part of one’s life. We 
know this teaching is false, and here at FBC our goal is to show students how to let Christ have con-
trol of everything within one’s life. I share this with you to motivate you to take part in our youth 
ministry here at FBC. There are many different ways you can take part, and I truly believe that your 
involvement can have a lasting impact. We often view youth ministry as a stepping stone, but truly it 
is the heart that feeds our future as a church. Here are a few ways you can take part in the FBC 
Youth Ministry: 

 Pray: Prayer is one of the most important aspects of our youth ministry. I would like to encourage you to spend time each 
week during this coming year to pray for our students. Pray our group grows spiritually and numerically. 

 Be an example: We often learn from the actions of others. The way we act within the church and towards our brothers and 
sisters in Christ is picked up from watching those around us. I encourage you to be a example of Christ that our students can 
follow. 

 Get Involved: Over the coming year we will have different ways that you can serve our students. I pray that you will take a 
chance and help out with our student ministry.  

 Speak to our students: When is the last time your spoke to a student within our church? I would like to encourage you take 
time each Sunday to say hello to one student. They are part of our church family and need to feel like they belong. (You can 
find our students on Sunday morning sitting in the front left of our church in front of the screen.)   -Mason 

COMING UP: 

Baton Rouge Youth Rally 

Sunday, January 14  

at Florida Boulevard Baptist Church 

D-Now 

Feb. 23-25 

Sign Up by January 31  
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What a wonderful Christmas at First we had this year!  From Handel’s Messiah to the Christmas Pilgrimage to the Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service, It has been a wonderful Christmas season! I’d like to thank everyone that had a part in making our 
Christmas at First so special! Here are a few pictures of the wonderful events we have had here in December at FBC: 

So, now we welcome in 2018 with new goals (or 
some unfinished ones!), new hobbies we might 
want to try, or new places we would like to visit. 
There are many ways you can serve within the min-
istries of FBC and specifically in music ministry 
through our Young at Heart Singers and our Sanctu-
ary Choir. Singing in these choirs can be a lot of fun 
and a wonderful experience of making music and 
fellowshipping with other brothers and sisters in 

Christ. Rehearsals are on Wednesday nights with Young 
at Heart Singers from 4-5 and Sanctuary Choir rehearsal 
from 6:15-7:45. Contact me at jhaynes@fbcbr.com if 
you would like more information in joining with us!   

 Whatever your plans are for this year, I pray that 2018 
is a year in which we make it our aim to please God in 
our day to day lives (2 Corinthians 5:9), making more of 
Christ and less of us.  

Here are some ways you can specifically pray for the 
music ministry at FBC this year: 

 Pray for our continued growth in our music ministry. Pray for spiritual growth as well as an increase in participation 
in these wonderful choirs.  

 Pray for the continued work of our Fine Arts Academy. Pray that construction is completed this year and startup 
begins in August. 

 Pray for our events that will take place this year. Pray that these events would be a blessing to our community and 
share the gospel through the songs that we sing. 

 Pray for our weekly worship services. Pray that God may be praised through the songs we sing, the scripture we 
read, and the word that is preached.  

Happy New Year! 

Jason 
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Missions Fundraiser 
LSU BCM and FBC College Students 

For our Partnership with our Hawaiian  
College Ministries 

 

January 21st 
Cost: $10 

Please come join us for lunch  
or take a box to go. 

Thank you for supporting our college students  
and college ministries!! 

Note the earlier start time!  

Nancy Boudreaux of the Louisiana Of-
fice of Financial Institutions will speak 

about being aware of scams that target 
senior adults. Her message is very time-
ly when unscrupulous people try to take 

advantage of older adults and others. 

More details at right. 
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