Happy New Year!
“Your sun shall no more go down,
nor your moon withdraw itself;
for the Lord will be your everlasting light,
and your days of mourning shall be ended.“
Isaiah 60:20

a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me
and gave himself for me. Galatians 2:20
Happy New Year First Baptist Church! We
have begun another year as a church family and all glory be to God for sustaining us
through 2016. Last year was a challenging
one to say the least, by far the most difficult in my time as your pastor. Our city
was deeply affected by human tragedies
and natural disasters. We faced an especially hostile and troubling election season, and by God’s grace we’ve navigated
many struggles in our personal lives.
Through it all, our great God has been patient and kind toward us, holding us together as a church family that we might be
used in many small and large ways to glorify his name. I am looking forward with
great anticipation to all that God will do in
us this year.
Most years, this January newsletter article
details a few events, activities, and ministries at FBCBR that we can all look forward
to in 2017. But this year I want to make
this article more personal for each of us.
And I am praying that as you read the following words you will prayerfully consider
what God is speaking to you about surrendering your life to his will for his glory.
As so many of you know, my family and I
are in the process of getting our house
remodeled after the August flood. At the
writing of this article, we are still a few
weeks away from being able to move in,
which we are praying will happen sometime in mid-January. Our house has been
stripped down and put back together, in
most ways better than before, and we are
quite excited to move back in and be
“home” again as a family. As frustrating as
this process has been for us, I have
learned a great deal about how demolition
and rebuilding a house has a number of
theological parallels. Just like the flood
water entered our lives and ruined everything, so has sin has entered our lives and

soaked everything in us. Our earthly home
was in desperate need of a renovation,
which could only begin after the old, soggy
stuff is removed and thrown out. So the
sheetrock, carpet, cabinets, doors, and
furniture all get put on the garbage pile
outside of the house because it has all
been ruined by nasty water. If all those
things are not removed, the water evaporates but leaves behind mold and mildew
which make the house unsuitable and unsanitary to live in. So every act of removing those things that we formerly enjoyed
as a family, while painful at times, also
reminds us that something new is coming;
something better is on its way.

soaked drywall and furniture. And that is
in no way a safe or secure place to live.
I have a new heart, one that belongs to
God because Jesus died on the cross to
redeem me. Jesus gave his life for mine
because he loves me. Jesus surrendered
his perfect life to purchase my wicked
heart for the purposes of God. This is just
how far God will go to give you and me a
new heart and life. This is how far God has
gone to call us into a crucified life for his
glory.
We must be surrendered to God. You and I
must each make this effort of faith to surrender every part of our lives to God, by
faith that His ways are better than our
own. We can’t afford to give some parts of
our lives to Christ while keeping other sin
soaked parts for ourselves. Just 1 sheet of
drywall left in the house infects all of it. So
we must embrace the words of Galatians
2:20, not just in thought, but in how we
speak, live, and serve. If the life you now
live belongs to Christ, then your actions
should reflect Christ, your words should
sound like Jesus’ words, and your thoughts
should be captivated by the glory of Christ.

And so it is with our hearts and the sin
that entangles us and saturates our being.
Every bit of our lives that is affected by sin
must be laid on the junk pile outside so
space can be made for a great renovation
of our hearts. And the good news is that
God Almighty is the contractor and designer of this renovation project, and He is
really, really good at what he does. Our
part is to be faithful and consistent to get
rid of the sin soaked affections of our
souls, and trade them for the beautiful
In 2017, our theme verse for the year will
furnishings of the gospel.
be Galatians 2:20. I am challenging and
When I read and think on Paul’s words in
calling on every member of FBC Baton
Galatians 2:20, my immediate thoughts
Rouge to think deeply on these words.
take me to the renovation of my heart,
Examine your own heart to find those
which God has been working in me since
places that have yet to be surrendered
the day I trusted in Jesus for salvation. The
fully to God. All of our thoughts, actions,
words “I have been crucified with Christ”
time, money, service, family, and advenhave resonated with me for years, remindtures are surrendered to God because IT IS
ing me that my old sinful life was killed on
NO LONGER I WHO LIVE, BUT CHRIST WHO
the cross with Jesus. He really did “pay it
LIVES IN ME. How will you actively testify
all” for me, and so my life is a new one in
to Christ living in you in the coming year? I
Christ by God’s grace and there is no longencourage you to preach these words to
er room for the old stuff. I no longer live as
yourself daily, remembering the great
I once did, but now I strive to live by faith
mercy of God who is working in you to
in Jesus every day, trusting in him and
renovate your heart into one that is fully
obeying his Word for the praise of his glosurrendered to Him. I love you, FBCBR,
ry and for the sake of my own soul. If I
and I am praying for you. To God be the
were to go back into a life of sin, choosing
glory!
to ignore God’s Word and will and instead
following my own, it would be like I never Your Pastor,
cleaned out my house of all the water
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1. Heart Transforming
Heart transforming, not behavior modifying
When we heap behavior modification onto
a young soul, we are actually adding a burden, not introducing freedom in Christ.
Simply put, Christ has to be at the center of
everything we do in kids ministry. When we
put Christ in the center, He will produce the
What a busy December we had! I want to heart transformation.
thank everyone who spent their time, ener2. Kingdom Expanding
gy, money, and prayers with all our events.
We were able to reach out to new families Kingdom expanding, not ministry building
at Masterpiece Christmas in connection
Ultimately, ministry is about expanding
with the city’s Festival of Lights, we had an
God’s kingdom…not expanding individual
amazing Christmas Parents’ Night Out
churches. To keep our ministry Kingdomwhere a few families from our Child Develfocused, we don’t want to get caught up in
opment Center joined us, and you all looked
the details of what people want and lose
marvelous at ‘Twas the Light Before Christsight of the big picture. We want to keep
mas (still have your lanterns, I hope!).
our eyes on the prize.
Again, thank you for your support. Your
faithfulness allows us to continue to reach 3. Culture Shaping
our families and our community!
Culture shaping, not culture shaped
As we head into 2017, I’d like to share with
Scripture calls our kids to be Christ-focused
you something that I took from a Lifeway
world changers. If we teach our kids to
conference last year. It’s their three essenblend in, their impact on the world for
tials for the church and home. I have shared
Christ will fall short of the target. We want
these with some of you previously, but they
our kids to have an impact on the world
are good reminders of what our goals
that is swift and sharp—like an archer that
should be as we look to lead the next generprecisely hits the bullseye.
ation in this new year.

With these ideals in mind, we have so many
great things planned for 2017!
Coming up this month, we’ll be hosting a
Preschool Parent Breakfast on January 29th
(5th Sunday). We’re hoping to make this a
regular event where parents of babies to
pre-k children can come together, fellowship, and meet with the preschool volunteers.
We’re also planning a series of Family Worship Nights. These are special times of Bible
study, worship, and fun where families grow
closer together as they grow closer to God. I
can’t wait to share more details about this
event. Make sure to join us on Facebook to
get the dates and times for all these events.
Looking forward to the rest of 2017, we’ve
got great things in store! We’re planning
even more multi-generational events for all
ages. We have four Parents’ Night Out
events planned so far. And we’ll be joining
the Ebb and Flow Festival in late March/
early April. Masterpiece Kids will be expanded with more classes, helping with the
teacher and student ratio. And of course,
we’ll continue to make steps to keep our
kids safe while they are in our care.
In all these things, to God be the glory!
We’re only able to reach our city and its
families because of Him!

David
A common trend that appears every January is New Year resolutions. These resolutions can be defined as goals that we set
for ourselves to bring about change, but
according to most studies only eight percent of people achieve the goals they set. I
believe this trend occurs also within our
church. At the beginning of each year,
many believers set spiritual goals that they
never see completed. This year my prayer
is that we turn this trend upside down. As
a church, we are blessed with many children and teenagers that are actively seeking to follow Jesus. God
has placed me within their lives to help shape them into the image of Christ, but I cannot do this alone. I believe that true transformation into the image of Christ starts in the home. Because of
this conviction, I pray that as parents and grandparents you will
make the following new year’s resolutions:
Pray with your children and grandchildren: I know as a parent
and a grandparent you spend many hours in prayer for your children and grandchildren, but have you ever prayed with them? I

think the best way to learn to pray is by observing someone else
praying. I also know that it is a huge encouragement to witness
someone praying for you. So my challenge to you this year is to
spend time praying with your children, and make it into a habit
you practice every night. It may be awkward at first but I believe
this practice will bring fruit in the lives of parents, students, and
grandparents.
Read Scripture with your children and grandchildren: My goal
for our youth group is to see our students taking part in daily
Bible reading. I believe if this goal is going to be reached we are
going to need parents and grandparents setting examples for
our students to follow. I think the best example is sitting down
with your children and spending time reading through the Word
together.
I am excited to announce that our youth group has gone social.
Our youth group now has Instagram and Twitter accounts. These
accounts will be places our students can find announcements
and pictures for the events we host at our church. You can follow our youth group at @fbcbryouth.

Mason
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May 1st - May 5th // 4 nights/5 days // Hotel Included
2 Broadway shows / New York City Tours / Free time to shop
or sight see
What a busy and wonderful Christmas we have had at
FBC! I want to say thank you to all who have worked so
hard this past month to make Christmas at First special.
We have such a wonderfully talented church that works
hard together. From the decorations, the musicians, the
actors, and writers, I am grateful to serve with such wonderful people!
Each year, regardless of the season, we sing about the
hope we have in Jesus, who came into the world, born of
a virgin, living a sinless life, crucified, resurrected, and
ruling and reigning today. We just celebrated the month
of advent- the prophecy and birth of Jesus and how
hope has come through Him. The word hope is commonly sung in our worship. Take a look at some of the text
below and see if you can figure out the title of the song!
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee
tonight.”
“My hope is built on nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and
righteousness.”
“In Christ alone, My hope is found, he is my light, my
strength, my song.”
So begins 2017, a year which we hope is better than
2016. We hope for peace, we hope for reconciliation, we
hope for prosperity and gospel advancement. But more
than that, we place our Hope IN Jesus who has come to
save us!
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from
the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish,
spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for
you, who through faith are shielded by God’s power until
the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.- 1 Peter 1:3-5
Happy New Year!

If you are interested, please contact Larkin at 802-5955 or
email ljhlsu@yahoo.com. Price is TBD.

April 8th-16th // Cost $1900 // Location: Oahu, Hawaii
Flight, Lodging and food while there included
We will be staying at the University of Hawaii at Manoa's BCM.
Ministry opportunities are done through the BCM and 8 local churches.
Easter Egg Hunts, working at the Baptist Conference Center, church clean
ups, interaction with BCM students and their ministries. Construction work,
VBS work, painting, apartment ministries, beach ministries, etc...
College students that are interested, please contact Larkin at 225-802-5955
or ljhlsu@yahoo.com Booking flights soon, so let me know if you’re interested as soon as possible.
Wow, isn't God good? It is
just amazing how God continues to work and how he has
blessed those who had flood
issues.
We had 50 quilts delivered to
us to give away to those who
might need them this winter!
These quilts were designed
and put together by a group
of folks who call themselves
the Caring Quilters of Northern New Hampshire. They are a small group who get together to make quilts
for people in need of a warm hug and a warm quilt!
For years, this group has been sending their quilts to those in need, praying
that each quilt would bring some comfort ...and hope.
Each quilt contains this note “May God bless you, as He has blessed us as we
created this quilt.” Thank you, Caring Quilters!

Jason

Young at Heart Brings Holiday Cheer to our Louisiana State University
Baptist Collegiate Ministry. They performed for over 200 international
students who were fed a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner. FBC also fed
them desserts as well!! Great job by Yannah Gustafson and her wonderful
singers.
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