LADIES SPRING BIBLE STUDY
Beginning Thursday, February 8th at 9:30 am

Proverbs
The Ways of Wisdom

Just reading Proverbs can be overwhelming because the verses almost become a list!
They run together and each one’s message can be muted. However, this study is organized in a way that lets you see the patterns in Proverbs, the themes and verses that go
together. If you're systematic about your personal study, and really care about the
modern implications of God's Word, then this might just be the study for you!
More details on the back cover

a w o rd f r o m

“just how sovereign is God
over my life?” As I write this
article, it is raining outside my
office. When I stop to consider this common
grace of God (Matthew 5:45), it dawns on me
that I have absolutely NOTHING to do with
whether it rains on me or not. I have no control whatsoever over the weather conditions
and what the wind, rain, and sun will do from
day to day. The physical elements of the
world and how this earth turns on is axis in
beautiful rhythm through the seasons is a
simple yet profound revelation that God is in
control (Psalm 104:19) and I am most certainly not (Isaiah 64:8).
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But the Lord was with Joseph
and showed him steadfast love and gave him
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. Genesis 39:21
On April 12, 1961, the world witnessed the 1 st
human leave earth’s atmosphere into space
when Soviet Cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin was
launched into orbit on the Vostok 3KA-3
Spacecraft. It was an event unparalleled in
human history up to that point. Since that
day, mankind has sought to reach ever deeper
into the unexplored reaches of space.
Through telescopes, space probes, satellites
and lunar missions, humans have sought to
know more of the “unknown.” It has been a
combination of scientific exploration, philosophical wonderment, and geo-political maneuvering for power and global influence.
But I believe the heart of our obsession with
space exploration can be found in the hearts
of mankind, where our deepest questions
resonate regarding our own existence and the
meaning and purpose of life on earth. Every
human endeavor to improve ourselves is evidence that we exist for more than just survival. In Ecclesiastes 3:11, Solomon the wise one
tells us that we know we are made for more
when he writes, “11 He has made everything
beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity
into man's heart, yet so that he cannot find
out what God has done from the beginning
to the end.” So from this verse we can posit 3
truths: 1) God has made us able to know what
is beautiful, 2) He has set within our hearts a
longing for an eternal relationship, and 3)
there are some things that we are just not
able to know. So we find ourselves often living
in the “frustrated in-between” of what is
attainable knowledge for mankind and what is
not attainable knowledge for us as finite beings. At its most fundamental level, all exploration, discovery, and adventure to advance
the human race is a man-made pursuit of
knowledge of God. And God, as is clearly revealed in his Holy Scriptures, is a completely
sovereign and self-sustaining person, untouched by human corruption and boundless
in power, wisdom, and love. For many of us, if
we are being honest, the complete sovereignty of God makes us nervous. But why?
Have you ever questioned, or at least wondered, about the sovereignty of God? I think
every person, and certainly every believer and
follower of Christ Jesus, has to wrestle with

God ruled sovereignly over Joseph’s life, as he
does still over every human life. No person is
ever outside of God’s sight, nor is any man
ever out of God’s sovereign reach. Every human decision and historical event will ultimately serve to glorify God, even if we cannot
yet see his sovereign plan in it all. And for
those of us who are followers of Christ, this
truth should be our great comfort and hope.
When Jesus promised that the gates of hell
would never overcome his church (Matthew
16:18), He knew that it is due to God’s sovereignty. When Jesus promised to be with his
people always (Matthew 28:20), it is owing to
God’s sovereignty. How was the Apostle Paul
able to write “if God is for us, who can be
against us?” (Romans 8:31) unless he believes
in the depths of his heart that God was in
total control of all things for the sake of his
name. And we could go on and on and on
about the absolute sovereignty of God. Why
does this matter? It matters because right
now, as you read this article, you need to remember that the Lord God is with you, and is
even now showing you steadfast love and
favor. You need this today because right now
there are pursuits in your life that you long to
fulfill, but none of them will satisfy you unless
everything you do is done for God’s name.
God’s sovereignty should not frighten us who
trust in Jesus; rather we should find our greatest joy and hope in his promise to be with his
people until THAT DAY when our faith is made
sight.

The weather is only one of many examples of
God’s sovereignty over our lives. We must
recognize that the circumstances of life are in
many ways out of our control, and yet by
God’s grace we have been shown tremendous
favor and unwavering, steadfast love (Psalm
25:10). One such example of this is found in
Genesis 39, where we learn about the son of
Jacob, named Joseph, who finds himself in an
Egyptian prison after being wrongly accused
of a crime against the wife of a powerful man
named Potiphar. While Joseph had been
treated unfairly, he was squarely within the
sovereign plan of God. It was by design that
he was sold into slavery by his brothers, and
by design that he ended up in that prison, and
by design that he was eventually released to
serve the Pharaoh and ended up becoming
the most powerful man in the Egyptian empire second only to Pharaoh himself (Genesis Charles H. Spurgeon wrote on God’s sover41:37-40). But while Joseph worried and pon- eignty:
dered in the prison, we are told that God was
I believe that every particle of dust that dancwith him, and showed him steadfast love and
es in the sunbeam does not move an atom
gave him favor! What an amazing testimony
more or less than God wishes—
of God’s sovereignty over his people.
that every particle of spray that dashes
But how was God with him? How did Joseph
against the steamboat has its orbit, as well as
KNOW that he was being loved steadfastly by
the sun in the heavens—
God? How did God’s favor manifest itself in
Joseph’s life? Well, the short answer is that that the chaff from the hand of the winnower
is steered as the stars in their courses.
Joseph was able to interpret dreams (Genesis
40), which ultimately led to his release and The creeping of an aphid over the rosebud is
rise to power. But I believe it goes deeper as much fixed as the march of the devastating
than that. I think God was with Joseph bepestilence—
cause his faith was rooted in God’s promises. I
believe Joseph received God’s favor because the fall of sere leaves from a poplar is as fully
ordained as the tumbling of an avalanche.
it was God’s will and prerogative to use Joseph for his own divine plans. There was
nothing inherently great or good about JoLet us trust in our sovereign Lord together.
seph that made him worthy of God’s favor.
I love you, FBC!
No, it was God’s favor, or grace, that made
Joseph a useful tool in the hands of God to
honor his own Name and to one day rescue
his people.
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Youth D-Now Weekend
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Use Google Earth to see the area and pray
for the people at that location.

How many of us grew up praying, “Now I
Lay Me Down to Sleep…?”
I remember saying that same prayer nightly as a child. By the grace of God, my prayer
life grew and has become an important
part of my life…and I hope an important
part of your family’s life as well.
In our ministry, we teach our kids the
A.C.T.S. way of praying. We start with adoration, move to confession, give thanksgiving, and finally, supplication as we ask God
for help for ourselves and for others.
If you haven’t already, let me challenge you
to make praying with your family a priority
in 2018. And you don’t even have to just sit
around with your eyes closed! Show your
kids that prayer can happen anytime, anywhere.
Here are 21 different prayer activities you
can use with your family this month!

1. Car Ride of Care
Take a ride together as a family to an area
where you live that you normally do not
go. Maybe even choose a neighborhood or
area that is different than your own. Find
out a little information about the area or
people. As you drive share some information and prayer ideas, then as you drive
around pray for the people and area.
2. Neighborhood Prayer Walk
After dinner or on a weekend afternoon,
take a prayer walk around your neighborhood. As a family, take a minute or two in
front of each house saying a short prayer
for the family living there. Even have your
children knock on the door, tell them what
you are doing, and ask for a prayer request.
Start on your own street or a few of the
houses near you and then move out from
there as you have time.
3. Spin Around the Globe
While you might not be able to be a real
globetrotter traveling around the world,
technology can help us take a trip without
leaving home. Find a missionary or check
out the prayer section of the IMB website.

4. Pastor Prayer
We would greatly appreciate you praying
for the staff of FBCBR. I know each of out
staff members would love knowing that
your family is praying for them. Kids can
even write follow up letters of encouragement!
5. News Reporter
Depending on the age of your child or your
level of comfort as a family, go through the
newspaper or an appropriate website to
find things going on in our world in the
news that you as a family can pray for. Instead of hopping into the 24-hour news
cycle on tv, find a child-friendly news
webpage. Take these opportunities to
teach and introduce our world to your children through prayer.
6. Backyard Blessings
Especially fun for younger children. Go into
your backyard and have a scavenger hunt
of blessings. Give your children a piece of
paper and pencil and have them come up
with a list of things in or around your yard
that they can be thankful for or praise God
about. If you have a small backyard, don’t
have a backyard, or for a bigger challenge,
go to a local park or woods to see what
blessings you as a family can discover.
7. Picnic of Praise
Turn the usual family picnic into a prayer
and praise time. As a family, work together
to make and pack a picnic. Give everyone
an opportunity to make or be a part of
making one thing for the picnic. Make your
picnic special by not just having a quick
prayer for the food before you eat. Make
the whole time a time to think about ways
and reasons to praise God. Even consider
having everyone share one praise for every
food item they get out of the basket/bag/
cooler.
8. Server Surprise
Instead of leaving a gospel pamphlet or
tract, consider every time you go out to eat
as a family, before praying for your food
asking your server for a prayer request.
They will be sure to be surprised and you
will be amazed at what they might share. If
it is some place that your family goes often,
your family can follow up with your server
to see how things are going with that request.
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9. Hospital Visit of Hope
Go to your local hospital during regular
visitor hours and get permission. Find a
floor that would be appropriate for your
family to visit. Go room-to-room or find out
what patients haven’t had many visitors,
and pray for some of the people there.
Consider as a family making a variety of
“Get Well” cards to give to people whether
or not they want to be prayed for. If you
feel it would be appropriate for your family
and children, think about visiting the pediatric wing, where your children can interact
with other children their age and be able
pray for them
10. Adopt a Block
Get some rubber gloves, a box of garbage
bags, and choose a block of your town that
needs some clean up. Spend time picking
up trash and also praying for the people in
that area. Look for opportunities to meet
people who live there, and ask them how
you as a family can pray for them.
11. Workplace Witness
Prepare a snack as a family for your
spouse’s or your workplace. Spend some
time as you prepare the food to pray for
specific people or needs. Kids can leave a
special note on each goodie bag telling
them that they prayed for the recipient.
12. Rulers and Authority
Being in Baton Rouge, we have a lot of opportunities to pray for our leaders. Set up a
tour or visit for your family to a local government building or office. As you take the
tour, allow your children to ask questions
and get to know the person’s job along
with some of the tough decisions they have
to make. Make a list of prayer requests and
over the next couple weeks at home take
time as a family to pray for that person and
their position.
13. Nursing Home Encouragement
Visit a local nursing home to encourage
and show love to the residents. It is amazing how many residents of nursing homes
and assisted living facilities do not get
many visitors. Take some of your family’s
favorite board games to play, if you like. As
you are there, take time to pray with residents, and also ask the staff how you can
pray for them as well.
14. Teacher Appreciation
Think of creative ways to help and honor
teachers at your local school. If you are

homeschooled, pick the nearest school to
your home. Have your family write personal notes of encouragement and prayers to
all the teachers, including the principals
and assistants.
15. Living Water Drink Stand
Buy some bottled water and write encouraging Bible verses and notes of prayer on
all of them. Have fun as a family, decorating and making the notes. On a hot day,
or at a baseball game, hand out the bottles
and collect a prayer request for every
drink given out. Make sure over the next
week or two to make time to pray as a
family for each of the requests.
16. Rake and Request
Go help with yard work for a senior. Instead of accepting money, accept only
prayer requests before you start. As you
work, take time as family to pray the request.

18. Thanksgiving in February
Prepare a mini-Thanksgiving dinner, turkey
sandwiches and such …in February. Invite
friends and family over. Spend time together, fellowship, and take time to pray
to God giving thanks for all your many
blessings.

them, asking the organization for ways you
can help, collect, and support them. As a
family, become prayer warriors and servants for them. Allow your children to see
the needs and ministry first hand, so they
can learn to pray specific prayers for those
people working with the organization.

19. First Responders Requests
Whenever you are driving somewhere and
you see an accident or see an emergency
vehicle, take time to have a quick family
prayer time. More often than not, if there
is an accident your family is sitting in traffic
anyway. Make those moments sacred family moments by taking time to pray specifically for the victim and also the hard working firemen, paramedics, and policemen.

I hope that your family’s prayer life continues to grow in 2018!

Let’s take a look at some news and notes
for February:
We’ll be taking part in Children’s Mission Day 2018. Be looking on our
Facebook for more information
on time and date.

20. Downtown Dedication
We’ll also be hosting a special ValenWe are a downtown church, we can pray
tine’s Day party for BAM. We’ll
for our neighbors in the city. Take a walk
get candy as we learn more about
or tour around the downtown area prayGod’s great big love!
ing for the people in the businesses and
17. Holy Hike
February is also the last chance to sign
organizations around us. After a while find
Find a park or nature trail to take a family
up for CentriKid and MJAM, two
a bench or place to sit, taking some time
hike. Instead of only hiking, make it a “holy
great events. Please see our Faceto pray as a family for the area and people
hike” by spending the time in prayer,
book for more details on each!
where you live.
praise, and worship. Take time throughout
Thank you all!
the hike to think of or look for things that 21. Mini Missionaries
you can praise God for. While you hike,
Find a local missions or Christian services
come up with some praise and worship
organization that your family can volunsongs that you can sing as prayers of
teer with for a day, or even better, on a
praise.
regular basis. Sign up for their newsletter
or prayer request email. Go and serve with

David

July 24-28, 2018 // Timber Creek Camp in Mississippi

March 10, 2018 // leaving FBCBR at 8AM, returning around 4PM

Hurry! Spots are limited! Sign ups are due by February 12!
A $50 non-refundable deposit is required.

The event is free, snack and lunch provided.
Optional t-shirts are available for $10

Deadline for sign up is February 12th.
To sign up, email: david@fbcbr.com

Deadline for sign up is February 21st.
To sign up, email: david@fbcbr.com
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From there, Phillip is given an incredible opportunity to share the
gospel. Once on the chariot, he finds the man reading scripture
and asks if he understands what he is reading. The Eunuch asks
for Phillip to help him understand the scriptures and Phillip faithfully tells him about the good news of Jesus. The Eunuch’s eyes
were opened to receive the gospel and he was asked by Phillip to
As many of you know, one of my passions is leading a group on be baptized. Because of Phillip’s obedience, he was given the
mission each year to the Navajo Indian reservation to build a opportunity to be used by God in a mighty way.
church and preach the gospel through VBS and sports camp. A
These kinds of stories still happen to us today if we are listening
trip to the desert might not seem like an ideal mission spot, but
to where God is calling us. Throughout our city, God is often
the need is great as people have many physical and spiritual
putting us in situations that we are able to share the gospel. Misneeds. The work is tough, but of some of the most fulfilling work I
sion trips are easy in the sense that we strategically plan to go
have had the opportunity to be a part of. I know families normaland work for the sake of the gospel, but it is easy for us to forget
ly plan out their vacations and plans for the year in these beginthis same gospel can be preached in our own city. Oh, that we
ning months and I pray that you will consider joining with our
would have ears to listen to where God is calling and to be faithteam as we serve the Navajo Indians on June 16-22nd.
ful to obey- here in Baton Rouge or on the mission field in anothActs 8:26-40 tells the story of Phillip and the Ethiopian Eunuch. er state or country.
Phillip is called by God to run and speak to the Eunuch who was
traveling from Jerusalem, where he came to worship. Phillip Love,
obeys this call and runs ahead to join the Eunuch on his chariot.

Jason

Technology is a beautiful mechanism that
can yield many fruits. It has the power to
connect the world in ways that has never
been seen. We can now have face-to-face
conversations with friends and family that
are on the other side of the globe with a
device that fits in our pocket. This same
device can find the answer to any question
that comes into our brains in a matter of
seconds. If we need to make a purchase
we no longer have to go to the store. All
we have to do is take out our laptops and
make an order that will have our items
delivered within two days, often less than
the price at the store. I believe that technology is a gift from God, but when this gift
is placed in the wrong hands good can be
used for evil. The technology we have
been blessed with can be a thorn that can
quickly bring hurt into our lives. The same

device that gives us instant access to the
answers of all questions can also be a gateway to many forms of evil. Many of the
dangers, like pornography, found within
our current technological climates are very
obvious to the church, but other dangers
are often unnoticed. As a youth pastor my
job is to help inform our church of these
dangers that have influence on the teens
within our congregation. One of these dangers that have gone unnoticed is YouTube.
A pattern I have noticed among teenagers
is that they have replaced television with
this platform called YouTube. They follow
different creators1. They have replaced
afternoon television shows on their TV for
a 5 to 10 minute video on a board span of
topics. Now, I think it is important to point
out that YouTube has many channels that
can be of great benefit to the viewer 2, but
many of these channels can be very dangerous. An example of this is the channel
produced by Logan Paul. Logan Paul is a
creator on YouTube that has over 10 million followers. He produces a new video
every day that follows his daily life. The
average age of Logan’s viewer is 13. He is
often seen on his channel promoting sex,
and a party life style. He has even gone as
far as showing the body of a suicide victim.
My purpose in sharing this is to warn you
of the dangers of YouTube. This is the most
popular video platform among teens and
we need to be honest about the dangers.
So what should we do?
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1. As your youth pastor I would like to
encourage you to monitor what your
teen has access to on their phone.
2. Keep up with what videos they are
viewing on YouTube. (YouTube has a
history feature that allows you to see
what they are viewing)
3. Create a YouTube account that your
family shares. This will help you monitor what your children are viewing.

These are a few safe YouTube channels
that I recommend for you to share with
your kids or watch as a family:


The Bible Project



Smarter Everyday



Dude Perfect



Skit Guys



Mark Rober

-Mason
1

A creator is someone that has a channel
on YouTube. They produce content on this
channel, which can be viewed by millions
around the world.
2

Ex. “Bible Project;” “Smarter Every Day”

Molly Dahlberg, the Associate Director for
Opera Louisiane, will be performing for us.
She is a fantastic mezzo soprano and you
don't want to miss her performance!

Collegiate Evangelism
Conference
February 23-25, 2017
For students in grades 7-12
Contact Mason for more info!

Friday-Saturday, February 2nd-3rd
Calvary Baptist Church
in Alexandria, LA
Cost $35
Theme: NEXT
Speaker: Rahul Agarwal
Worship: The House Band
See Larkin if interested

Super Bowl Party
February 14-April 1
Be sure to pick up your copy of the FBC
Easter Devotional, written by members
of our church.
Devotionals will be available beginning
on Sunday, February 11!
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Sunday, February 4th
College and GAP class
In the college department/youth room
5:00 pm
Come join us for fun,
fellowship, & food!!

Ladies Spring Bible Study
Proverbs: The Ways of Wisdom
by Kathleen Nielson
Thursdays for 11 weeks
Beginning February 8
9:30 am // Led by Kaye Carroll
Contact Debby Cartwright at 766-4019
or dcartwright0239@att.net to sign up!
If you’ve never come to one of these
Thursday studies, come give us a
try! We’d love to have you!! Even if you
can’t make it to all 11 sessions, you are
welcome to come to those you can!

8

