a word from
PASTOR OREN

evidence that misses the point that HE is standing right in front
of us, in glory, power and with ALL AUTHORITY (Matthew 28:18)

The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, seeking
from him a sign from heaven to test him. And he sighed
deeply in his spirit and said, “Why does this generation
seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be given to this
generation.” And he left them, got into the boat again, and
went to the other side. Mark 8:11-13

Jesus didn’t give a sign to the Pharisees because they were too
narrow-minded to see it; to see HIM. They wanted a sign that he
was like them, rather than one who came to change who we
really are. And perhaps our narrow vision of Christ Jesus at
Christmas, as we are buried underneath tinsel and wrapping
paper and the latest pumpkin spiced something-or-other, has
hindered us from truly enjoying the celebration for His glory.
FOR HIS GLORY and under his authority! Jesus WAS born into
human flesh, as a helpless, dependent baby for glory. But, he is
no longer a baby. He is the reigning Christ, who stands as a lamb
who is slain (Revelation 5:6), who bore the shame of the cross to
give us eyes to see and ears to hear the good news of great joy
that is for all the people! While this message of Christ is foolishness to those who celebrate in their deadened state (Ephesians
2:1-3), we who seek Christ Jesus know the power of His life, his
cross, and his empty tomb. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1:22-25:

The so-called “war on Christmas” is tired and worn out. I’ve over
it. In fact, the idea that it was ever really about Christmas at all is
mistaken. The conflict between keeping or removing “Christ
from Christmas” runs much deeper than this. The war is about
truth, objectivity, and most of all, authority. I’ve met a number
of people over the course of 20 years of ministry who have no
regard for Christ or his church, and yet they have what seems to
be a perfectly happy and joyful celebration of the holiday we call
Christmas. There are family gatherings, gifts, food, and laughter,
and from all appearances, these people who seem to be so
against Christ are still having a great time at Christmas. They
have quite effectively, in their own homes and lives, removed
Christ from the true meaning and purpose for the holiday, and
yet their celebration is no less enjoyable. This used to drive me
crazy, even angry, until I began to understand the nature of the
LORDSHIP of Jesus Christ. Now I pray for God’s mercy upon
them.

For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
folly to Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.

Despite the ongoing “war” being fought in our culture in the
increasingly hostile public square, we have a much greater concern staring us in the face. Consider this: It is quite possible for
people who DO claim faith in Jesus, who do attend church regularly, and who do light their candle at the Christmas Eve worship
service while singing Silent Night can also maintain a completely
un-Christian approach to Christmas, without even recognizing it.
This, more than anything else, is our real problem.

The sign from heaven IS Jesus, the holy and beloved Prince of
Heaven who took on flesh to redeem hurried, stressed out and
distracted Christmas shoppers, by bearing a cross. Our problem
at Christmas is essentially an authority problem. We want Jesus
to save us and to also give us space to do what we want. But He
loves us too much to permit us to dishonor his sacrifice. Jesus
was born in order to reign, not as a baby, but as the nail-scarred
King of Kings. What is considered foolish is power for those in
Why does this happen to those of us who actually do believe
Christ and under Christ. You don’t need a sign, you have one
that Jesus IS the Lord and Savior of the world who was born into already, and Jesus is all you need today for all of your days. Parthis world to be the hope for sinners? I think it stems from what ents, no gift will be perfect, so tell your children about Jesus and
are still looking for, rather than seeing what has already been
his authority over his people. He will never fail them. Grandpargiven. Like the Pharisees in Mark 8, we still look for a sign from ents, aunts and uncles, neighbors, friends, and co-workers, your
heaven to confirm what we say we believe. Certainly, the star in legacy will last longer than you will, so tell one another about
the sky stirs our interest and the angels singing in the night gives the sign that saved you, the sign of Christ the man who stands
joy and the lowly shepherds call us to be humble and the baby in ready and willing to save any and all who come to him humbly in
the manger is a cute and peaceful image of hope. But deep
need of forgiveness and hope. First Baptist Church, let us live our
down, somewhere buried underneath all the Christmas pageant days by rejoicing in Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith
programs with the bath-robed shepherds and cotton-ball angel (Hebrews 12:2) and the Son who became a sacrifice and is now
wings, we are waiting for another sign; just one more piece of
our Reigning Savior and King! Praise be to God, the Father of our
evidence that can secure our hope in that baby who was born in Lord Jesus Christ. Merry Christmas, FBC.
Bethlehem. And what does Christmas have to do with the sign
Your Pastor,
that the Pharisees were looking for Jesus to provide as “proof”
that He is the true messiah? It means everything. See, just like
those Pharisees, we are too often distracted by our search for
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1 Gloria Ward
2 Eloise McMorris
Larry Rhodes
Blair Boles
3 Walter Hastings
Kate Simon
5 Kristina Simon
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12
13
18

Wednesday

Stephen Jordan
John Lizana
John Harter
Carol Rhodes
Cart Varnado
Dot Lawrence
Roya Nauta

3

Thursday

20 Kris Kring
John Wright
21 Marilyn Lovell
Susie Labry
Pamela Thornhill
22 Paul Moore

Friday

Saturday

26 Annis Tarver
William Wolf
28 Beverly White
29 Bonnye Reeves
30 Bethany Conner
31 Michael Howes
Russ Sonnier

Friday, November 30

Sunday, December 9 // 5:30 pm

Join us on our front porch between 5:00 and 8:00 to help hand
out hot chocolate and cookies to passersby as they go down to
the Festival of Lights! Bring your family and take a walk down to
the Christmas tree lighting, live music, ice skating, and other
Christmas festivities!

If you’ve never participated in the Christmas Pilgrimage,
be sure to join us this year! Park at FBC or across the
street from FBC and meet us at Mt. Zion First Baptist
Church. From there, we will walk to each downtown
church and hear and sing Christmas carols of all kinds,
finishing at FBCBR with a mass choir singing Handel’s
Hallelujah Chorus and cookies and cider afterwards! It’s
a wonderful way to join with our community and celebrate Christmas! If you aren't able to walk to each
church, you are welcome to join in at any point:
5:30 pm
6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:30 pm
8:00 pm

Mt. Zion First Baptist
First United Methodist
First Presbyterian
St. Joseph’s Cathedral
St. James Episcopal
First Baptist Church

Through the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, our church
is playing a vital role in taking the gospel to every nation.
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering: Sunday, December 9
4

To purchase poinsettias in the Sanctuary for the
Christmas season in memory or in honor of loved
ones, contact the church office or Mrs. Fran Drago.
They are $10 each, and may be taken home
following the Christmas Eve service.

Christmas music by Richard Williams, Erin Woolworth,
and Kathy Overfield. Special guest appearance by
Jason Haynes on piano.
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If you are like me, you have been anticipating the Christmas
season for months! Our choir always gets an early start on
Christmas music, which seems to put us right in the spirit of
the season. Because of the busyness of the holidays, I am
always sure to get my Christmas tree up before I head to
Texas to spend Thanksgiving with my family. The anticipation
of the coming of Christmas always brings me such joy as we
enter this time of Advent and look towards Christmas Day.

Downtown Pilgrimage: December 9. Begins at Mount Zion
First Baptist Church at 5:30. Share in the Christmas spirit with
our downtown neighbors as we hear Christmas music from
each downtown church. The pilgrimage ends here at FBC
with a mass choir singing the “Hallelujah” Chorus and Christmas Cookies and Cider!
A Christmas Carol Sing: Come sing your favorite carols as
they’re played on our beautiful church pipe organ on December 16th at 4 pm. Presented by the American Guild of Organists and First Baptist Church.

With Christmas parties, shopping, decorating, and Christmas
concerts, let me share with you a couple of things you can
take part in this Christmas at First Baptist.

Christmas Eve at First: Celebrate Christmas Eve with a special
candlelight service. All ages welcome. December 24 at 6 pm.

Songs of the Redeemer: An Advent Devotional: This is a collection of devotionals written by FBC members leading us
from December 2nd to Christmas Day. This is a great resource
for personal or family devotions.

Merry Christmas FBC,

Jason

Festival of Carols: Hear the choir and orchestra sing and play
some of your most beloved Christmas Carols on this special
Sunday worship service. December 9 at 10:45 am.
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Be sure to pick up your copy of our Advent
devotional, which begins on December 2 and
continues through Christmas Day. Each day’s
devotion was written by a member of FBC,
but the theme, “Songs of the Redeemer,” is
consistent throughout. We hope this book
will be a blessing to you as you prepare your
heart to celebrate the season!
The devotional will also be available on our
website as a PDF download. Visit fbcbr.com
for more!

Remember, all 2018 contributions must be received in the church
office by 12:00 Noon, Monday, December 31, or postmarked by
December 31 in order to be included on your 2018 contribution
statement. Contributions received after this time will post to 2019.

April 13 - 21 // Cost $1900

Barcelona and Madrid Spain.

Oahu, Hawaii (with possibility of working on
the Big Island or Maui as well)

Tentative Dates: May 23 - June 9 // Cost - TBD

We will be staying at the University of Hawaii at Manoa in their Baptist Collegiate Ministry Dorm.
Food is covered while in Hawaii.
Come join us for a fun filled week of Ministry in Hawaii.
We will be working alongside the BCM and 8 local
churches.
We work hard but we play hard too. So come join us!
Any College students that are interested, please contact
Larkin at ljhlsu@yahoo.com or 225-343-0397.
Geaux, Serve and Surf!
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We will be working with the International Mission Board
Missionaries and local churches.
Lodging will be in hostels and apartments.
Bring your walking shoes and be ready to serve!
Please contact Larkin at ljhlsu@yahoo.com
or call 225-343-0397.
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