a word from

God is faithful, by whom you were called into the
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

PASTOR OREN
What is your initial response when you receive an invitation to dinner at the home of a
friend or neighbor? Is it joy? Happiness?
Dread? Most of us consider it a great honor
to be “invited” into someone else’s home to
sit at their table and eat the food they
worked to prepare for us. An invitation like
this isn’t something that we typically ignore,
because we personally know from experience what goes into extending an invitation
like this and then making all of the necessary
preparations for another’s arrival into our
home. But more than that, when we receive
that special invitation, we recognize that
someone wants to welcome us into their
lives; their desire is not only that we “feel”
welcome, but to know that we ARE welcomed to know them. After all, we do not
extend invitations like this to those we are
not interested in spending time with. We
invite people into our lives because we want
to know them (hopefully they will want to
know us, too!).
That dinner invitation, when it comes from a
stranger, can bring up a series of questions
and concerns, since you do not know well
the one who has invited you. What will we
eat? What should I wear? Should I bring a
gift or dessert? But when an old friend invites you to their home, you are much more
relaxed, aren’t you? You know them, and
they know you. You have likely already been
to their home many times, and they have
been to yours as well. Friendship marks your
relationship, because you have experienced
and enjoyed years of genuine “fellowship”
with them. The dress code is more informal,
the food is familiar, and the conversation is
rooted in what you already know about one
another.
One of the great joys of the Christian life is
that every believer has been given an invitation to sit down and fellowship with God,
like an old friend who knows you so well. He
knows your past failures and fears. He knows
your present struggles and anxieties. And he
knows what lies ahead on your path. By
God’s gracious invitation to us and preparations for us, we who believe in Jesus for salvation are given access to “know God” as he
knows us, or, as Paul describes in 1 Corinthi-

1 Corinthians 1:9

ans 1:9, we are “called into the fellowship of
God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.” This is an
enormous truth that we MUST NOT neglect
to understand for the good of our souls. The
essence of the Christian life is to be ever
growing in our knowledge of God by an active relationship with Him through faith in
Jesus Christ.

has said. The Bible tells us all about Jesus,
who is our way to God (Hebrews 1:2). Do not
neglect this necessary aspect of the Christian
life.
2. Pay attention to the ways of God
Fellowship with God means living in his will.
The Bible calls this obedience, and our trust
in God and love for him is most clearly expressed when we obey his commandments.
Focusing our minds, attentions, and desires
on Jesus is where we start (Colossians 3:2).
We do not do this perfectly, of course, but
praise God for his grace by which still welcomes us when we fail (1 John 2:1).

Notice the depth of this fellowship we have
with God. It is the “fellowship of his Son,
Jesus Christ.” We are invited to know God
just as Jesus knows God! From a personal
standpoint, when I stop to consider what
this means for me, I am truly astounded that
it is even possible for me to approach God
with the same heart and mind as Jesus did 3. Pray to God in submission to his will
when we walked this earth. But this depth
Our fellowship with God should lead to a
and degree of relationship with God is cergreater affection for the ways of God as we
tainly mine by faith in Jesus.
seek to align our lives according to his perI often wonder how many Christians suffer fect will. We can get to that point in our lives
greatly with shallow faith because their un- by consistently praying for God’s power to
derstanding of God is one of obligation to work in our lives. When you pray, start with
God’s rules and ways and never a joyful re- asking God for help to submit and surrender
sponse of faith to God because we know he to his will for his glory. True fellowship is
loves us. We often do not have deep fellow- fueled by God-centered desires (Luke 1:38, 1
ship with God because we keep him at a dis- Peter 1:13).
tance for fear that we are not truly
4. Celebrate God with his church
“welcome,” due to our failures and besetting
sins. To use a worldly example, it is like being One of the great gifts of God for you are the
given a brand new house by your dearest opportunities you have to unite regularly
friend, who is waiting inside to show you with fellow worshipers, together for God’s
around. But instead of going inside to give glory (Acts 2:42). When we gather for Bible
them a big hug, you simply stay on the porch study and worship throughout the week we
outside and shout out to them how thankful are acknowledging God’s invitation to felyou are for their generosity. Christian broth- lowship with him together. Our proximity to
ers and sisters, you are called, invited, and one another in serving, loving, and praying
welcomed into fellowship with God through for one another is the out-working of our
your faith in Jesus Christ! So go into the fellowship with God. So we must not neglect
house and meet with One who loves you. this aspect of our Christian walk (Hebrews
Say it to yourself if necessary: I have been 10:25).
invited into fellowship with God.
I want to encourage you, church, as you read
But how does this happen on a practical lev- this article, to seek fellowship with God in
el in my daily walk with Jesus? How are we the name of Jesus Christ. It will be the best
to have ongoing, active fellowship with God? and most precious use of your time and
attention. He loves you abundantly, so trust
What must we DO?
him. After all, it is the most invigorating and
1. Spend time hearing God in his Word
wonderful invitation from the closest and
Almighty God speaks to you through his holy dearest of friends.
Word SO THAT you may know him. When
Your Pastor,
you read your Bible regularly, you are fellowshipping with God as you believe what he
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August 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

2 Miranda Perkins
3 Amy Byrd
4 KRISTY Hammack
5 Paul Michelli
6 Tom Mills
7 Brooke McCutchen
8 Asia Storey
9 Pat Hamberlin

Wednesday

10 Julia Law
John Westbrook
Crystal Cooper
13 Joe Salter
Joyce Smith
16 Janis Spring
Anthony Michelli

Thursday

18 Doc Roumain
Eleanor Howes
Judy Hale
Kathy Gauthier
19 Rebecca Thornhill
20 Elizabeth Tarver
21 Dan Carroll
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Friday

23 John Hamberlin
Pat Oglesby
Brad Benson
24 Sheila Reagan
25 Nancy Powell
26 Jane Wilkins
Judy Welch
27 Roland Goetzman

Saturday

Kevin Dearman
28 Ken Shaw
Carolyn Thornhill
29 Carl Hancock
30 Winston D’Armond
James Farr
Zac Shawhan
31 Rosemary O’Connor

August 1st - Wednesday Night
Please join us for our Spain Mission Trip Report!
Sarah Farley will be joining us. Sarah is the
LSU BCM Associate Director. She is leaving in
mid-August to go to the University of Georgia
as one of the BCM Directors there. So, come
wish Sarah well as she starts out on her new
adventure.
Also, Senior Adults, please come to this
presentation! We are going to be talking
about a mission trip to Spain next Summer.
So, come hear more about what all we are
looking forward to.
Thanks! Larkin
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A lot of the psalms we are covering this summer
speak of how we are to sing and make music to God.
Some of these verses are commonly used as a focus
scripture for a worship ministry of a church. The command to sing and make music is grounded in scripture. Here are a few examples:
“Sing to Him a new song; play skillfully on the stings,
with loud shouts.”- Psalm 33:3
“It is good to give thanks to the Lord, to sing praises
to your name, O Most High;”- Psalm 92:1
“Come into his presence with singing!”- Psalm 100:2
Singing is a personal expression in which we respond
to God’s truth revealed to us. God has given us this
precious gift of singing for us to worship Him. I am
grateful that we have a church that loves to sing and
faithfully does so each week. On Wednesday, August
8th, our choir will resume regularly scheduled rehearsals. I’d like to invite you to consider joining us as
we sing and make music together for the glory and
honor of His name! There is always a spot for you in
the choir! Hope to see you on August 8th at 6:15 in
the choir room!
Love, Jason
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Hey FBC,

So, be praying that the students that we have met this summer
will come check us out at FBC.

Wow, it is August already!! Where
has the summer gone!! This has
been a busy summer as usual with
our College Students. Ellen Farmer
has left us and is working at a
Christian camp in Colorado and
Kristian Crotwell is also at another
Christian camp in Colorado. So,
pray for them as their summers
end and we look forward to having Kristian back in the fold. Ellen
will be staying in Colorado to start
her career.

At the Orientations, we have seen some grandchildren of our
FBC members. Specifically we have seen Emily Starns (Bob and
Carolyn Starn's granddaughter), Cade WIlliams (John and Sue
Ellen Williams’ grandson), Culley Shannon (Merle Shannon's
grandson) and we will see Josh Kirkpatrick (Anne Lord's grandson). Josh is the son of Kyle and Jackie Kirkpatrick, who are missionaries in Macedonia.
I have found these Orientations as very important for our college students. I realize we got a ton of rejections, but God commands us to geaux and serve. We are to share Christ throughout
all the world and that includes right here in our backyard at LSU.
We asked each student that passed by if they were interested in
God and we let them know that God is there for them especially
while they are in college. They are projecting over 30,000 students this fall at LSU. So, I ask that you specifically pray for LSU.
Pray for the incoming students. Pray for our FBC College Ministry and that we can continue to share God's love across the campus. LSU students need our Lord and Savior and I am thankful
we have an opportunity to share about Him.

This summer I have had the privilege of attending the Orientation Sessions out at LSU. The sessions have been early in the
morning, but they have been productive. We have been arriving
at the LSU Union at 7:15 and at 7:30 the Orientation begins. We
have a table set up and we are allowed to be out at this event
because we are representing all the religious organizations on
campus.
So, this is how our conversations geaux:

The LSU BCM will be very busy. Starting off in August, we are
sending students to Falls Creek, Oklahoma for Collegiate Week.
“Hi, welcome to LSU! We are glad you are here. Where are you
Then, August 12th is the official move-in-day at LSU. All week
from?” etc... then we ask, “Are you interested in a Religious Orlong we will be having events at the LSU BCM. Then on Sunday
ganization. We are representing the LSU Chaplains Assocation...”
August 19th, we will be welcoming new freshmen to our church.
The Freshmen's replies have been:
Our church will be sponsoring a Dinner on the Grounds in their
honor. I hope you will be here to greet them and welcome them
1. Not interested (amazingly, the number of students that are
to our church. LSU's first day is August 20th. On August 30th, we
not interested has increased)
are having 99 cent steak night and church night at the BCM. So,
2. Yes, I am Catholic (50 percent of LSU students claim to be
if you are interesting in coming out to LSU, please let me know
Catholic)
and we will have you help us out at that event at the BCM.
3. Yes, I am Baptist
4. Yes, I am Methodist
Thank you again FBC for loving and caring about college stu5. Yes, I am _____ (Jewish, Buddist, Muslim and a couple of reli- dents. Pray for us this year!! It is going to be a great year!! Let's
gions I had not heard of before)
GEAUX!!
Our LSU BCM is the lead on the Orientations through the Chaplains Association. So, we are always excited to meet incoming
freshmen that are Baptist. We welcome them to LSU and give
them information about the LSU BCM. But then, I get to talk to
them about First Baptist Church and invite them to our church.

Love in Him,
Larkin J. Harris

WMU would like to thank those that have
brought diapers for the Baton Rouge Diaper Bank and ask members to continue to
help area families in need. WMU is looking ahead to September, when the church
will be collecting non-perishable food for
the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home and
having their annual salad luncheon
(speaker to be announced).
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By Jackie Kirkpatrick
Throughout the summer, many International Mission Board
workers will send their kids back to the United States to start
college. This is an incredibly emotional time for us as parents,
and it can be so challenging for our kids as they navigate a new
culture—the American culture!
Because these missionary kids—sometimes called third-culture
kids (TCKs)—look and sound like other Americans (mine even
have a proper Southern drawl), people expect them to feel at
home when they come to the States for college. But many of
3.
them have spent most of their life outside of the States and the
transition for them can be like riding a rollercoaster: both exhilarating and terrifying with lots of ups and downs. Please pray for
these kids and for their parents in these next weeks and months.
Here are a few insights and ways to help, in case you have the
opportunity to love on some of our kids. It will mean so much to
parents who must return to the field and to the kids they leave
4.
behind!

1.

2.

Invite TCKs (and maybe a friend of theirs) over for a meal at
your home, giving a specific date and time for them to
come. Many well-meaning church members offer an open
invitation: “We’d love to have you over; come any time!”
However, very few of our kids will call someone they barely
know, saying, “Hey, can I come over for dinner tomorrow?”
For those kids living in a dorm, weekends can be especially
lonely as others head home and they’re left behind in an
enormous empty building. When you have them over for a
meal, ask them to tell you about some things that they liked
about their overseas home or about things they are missing.
Give them an opportunity to share their world with you.

friends donated furniture they no longer needed. This was a
huge blessing for Bekah! Because she previously had no
home in America, she brought only what could fit in her
suitcase; she had no bed, no dresser, no towels/sheets/
blankets—nothing that she could move out of her room at
home and into her dorm room. If a TCK doesn’t have a car,
offer to take him or her to a discount store or a secondhand shop at a specific day and time.
Ask if there are any automated processes that they want
help with. Opening a bank account (even using an ATM or
using a debit card at the checkout line), choosing a phone
plan, signing up for cable/Internet, pumping gas at a digital
pump—all these things are necessary but can be extremely
intimidating to someone who has lived in a country where
they are not common.
If you know their parents, then write them and ask if they
know of any needs for their child. When our daughter was a
sophomore, even though she’d been living in America for 2
years, she had no idea where to go when her car needed to
be inspected. Because we had never lived in that city, we
didn’t know either. (You could also write and ask for the
recipe for a favorite dish or dessert that Mom makes and
surprise them with it!)

5.

Offer a ride to the airport if they have the opportunity to
return overseas to spend Christmas with their family. Or
invite them to join your family if they are not able to go
home and have nowhere to go to celebrate Christmas. This
is particularly lonely. Even if they have plans for the actual
day, Christmas break can be several weeks, and they may
need somewhere to spend a few nights until dorms reopen
for the spring semester.

6.

Make your storeroom or extra space in your garage available for TCKs to store some of their things when they return
to the missions field for the summer. At this moment, Bekah
has things stored with several people.

7.

And while it may seem silly, take a picture with our kids and
let us know you’re loving on them. We love every opportunity to see our kids, and what a blessing to know that
someone else is looking out for them in our stead!

You can also help TCKs transition to college life in the United
States through scholarships and retreats. Visit the WMU Foundation to learn more about supporting these opportunities.
Jackie Kirkpatrick is a missionary in Macedonia and she sent a
child back to the United States to start college in 2015.

Ask if you can help them settle into their new home, and
again, offer specific ways. In our case, a friend’s father
knows about cars. He searched online for good options in
the area. Then we came in and in a few days were able to
find the right used car for our daughter, Bekah. Other

Original article found at http://www.wmu.com/?q=article/
associational-church/wmu-blog/adult-resource-team/show-lovemks-transitioning-college-us
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Contact the church office to sign up!
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