
 



Every 4 years, our world comes 
together to celebrate and compete in the 
Olympic Summer Games, which is the larg-
est and most extensive athletic competition 
in the world. This year, the Summer Games 
will be located in the country of Brazil, host-
ed in the city of Rio da Janeiro, beginning on 
August 5 and running for 16 days to August 
21, 2016. No doubt there are a number of 
other very important and massive sporting 
events (World Cup, Super Bowl) which capti-
vate the attention of millions of people from 
all over the world, but nothing compares to 
the world games. Just to give you an idea of 
the sheer size of the audience, in 2012, it 
was estimated that over 4 billion people 
watched the summer Olympics. That is over 
half of the world’s population! Here are 
some additional statistics which give us an 
idea of the scale of the upcoming games in 
Brazil: 

 Nations participating: 206 

 201 Countries have qualified at least 
one athlete. 

 Two Independent teams - 10 Refugee 
Olympic Athletes and 2 Independent 
Olympic Athletes 

 Athletes Participating: 11,086 confirmed 

 Events :  306 in 28 Sports 

Not only are there thousands of athletes, 
but there will be billions of fans and sup-
porters tuning in to watch the representa-
tives of their nation compete for the gold 
medal in their respective events. I have to 
say, I absolutely LOVE the Olympics! I have 
always been a sports fan, and I thoroughly 
enjoy watching any kind of athletic competi-
tion. There is no greater stage to witness the 
best of the best athletic competitors in the 
world than in the summer games. Just for 
the record, I typically NEVER watch gymnas-
tics or swimming events, but for those 2 
weeks in August, I will be the biggest and 
most interested fan of the USA gymnastics, 
Ping-Pong, skeet shooting, swimming, 
kayaking, and fencing teams. You would 
think that I’m always interested in the USA 
cycling team or the 4x100 relay track teams 
pursuit of a world record, but not usually.  

I love the games for all sorts of reasons: The 
level of competition, the unity of the na-
tions, the diversity of sport, and the stories 

of the athletes and how 
they become world class 
competitors. I also think 
part of the draw for me is 
watching those men and 

women perform at such a high level with the 
potential of being awarded the gold medal 
for “best in the world.” How often does a 
person or team get to carry the title of 
“world’s best” at anything, and to do it on a 
global stage as big as the Olympics? Talk 
about a “cloud of witnesses”! In thinking 
about the athletes at the Olympics, I imme-
diately thought about the powerful words of 
Hebrews 12:1-2:  

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so 
closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before him endured 
the cross, despising the shame, and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the throne of God.  
Hebrews 12:1-2 

The task that is set before us as followers of 
Jesus Christ is no less challenging or im-
portant or glorious than that of an Olympic 
athlete; in fact, it is much, much MORE glori-
ous. Each of those world class athletes we 
watch have spent years with extreme focus 
and determination to get their bodies and 
minds in top condition so they can compete 
at the highest level. Some of them may only 
have 1 shot to do something truly signifi-
cant, so they have had to “throw off” all the 
distractions, hindrances, and bad habits in 
order to be at their very best. Running with 
endurance is not something we can just get 
off of the couch and do without much prep-
aration or effort. Endurance for the highest 
levels of competition requires many months 
and years of enduring painful training, care-
ful diet, and plenty of good habits. And 
some of those extra “weights” of everyday 
life are heavy and they can cling very closely, 
preventing an athlete from achieving their 
goal. If those competitors are going to “run 
the race with endurance” as they should, 
they must be vigilant about eliminating the 
things that will get in their way, keeping 
their eyes focused the finish line and that 
gold medal.  

And so it is for those who follow Jesus, but 
with a far greater goal and many more 
weights to be thrown off. When I think 
about being a daily follower of Jesus and just 
how easily distracted I can be with the 
weights of sin and spiritual laziness, it can 

often get me down. It feels at times that I 
am not running the race of the Christian life 
with much endurance at all, but instead I’m 
just crawling along chasing after other things 
rather than the high pursuit of Christ’s glory. 
Yet when I stop look up, to see my Savior 
Jesus standing as my righteous representa-
tive and the one who is leading me to the 
great finish line of life’s race, I am reminded 
of the work that is set before me to do. Je-
sus is my example and the goal of my life as 
a Christian.  

He is the founder, or author of my faith 
(v.2a), which is for the sake of my salvation 
and for his glory. And not only has Jesus 
established my faith, he is daily working to 
“perfect” my faith in Him, so that I am able 
to run the race of the Christian life with en-
durance (v.2b). Jesus threw off the weight of 
fear and of punishment and of being des-
pised by man because the glory of God was 
his greatest desire and joy. The shame that 
Jesus experienced was not greater than the 
joy of being with his Heavenly Father. We 
also must look to Christ, our great High 
Priest and joy of our souls to see and to 
know that the goal of the Christian race is 
worth the effort. So what sinful weights 
must you throw off to run with endurance 
the race that is set before you? Be honest 
with yourself and consider the ways in 
which you daily struggle to follow Jesus and 
abide in His Word. What will you throw off 
this week in order to draw closer to Jesus, 
the founder and perfecter of your faith? 
There is joy in the presence of God, and that 
joy is our goal.  

Let this be our challenge as a church family 
in the coming weeks. As you sit to watch 
those highly trained Olympic athletes per-
form at such an amazing level of competi-
tion, remember that Jesus has saved you to 
run a much greater and eternally significant 
race. And He will not leave your side, but 
will run with you until the very end. May this 
be our goal and our joyful pursuit as follow-
ers of Jesus Christ. I will be praying for you. 

Oren 
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Go therefore and 
make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing 
them in[a] the name 
of the Father and of 
the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all 
that I have com-
manded you. And 
behold, I am with 
you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

August is finally here, which means summer 
has come to an end and school will soon 
begin. For some students, school starting 
back is something they have looked forward 
to since school finished in May, but for oth-
ers this is a day they wish would never come. 
No matter how one feels about school there 
is no escaping the fact that our students 
must go back. They can no longer sleep late 
and watch Netflix all day. Papers have to be 
written and tests will be taken. This thought 
may bring tears to the eyes of many teenag-
ers, but school starting should bring about a 
desire for opportunity. We are called as be-
lievers to take the Gospel to the nations, and 
there is no better place to do this like a 

school campus. Our students need to work 
hard on gaining their education, but they 
also have an amazing chance to reach their 
school for Christ at the same time. Here are a 
few different ways our students can live out 
the Gospel within their schools. 

Live Unashamed  

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is 
the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. Romans 1:16 

One of the biggest ways a student can impact 
their school for Christ is by not being 
ashamed of their faith. It is easy being a be-
liever during Sunday worship, but the true 
test comes in the hallways for each student’s 
school. Our students are surrounded by 
many different temptations promising things 
like popularity and freedom, but we know as 
believers that salvation comes from Christ 
alone. The things that are advertised within 
the hall ways of our school can never bring 
about the true freedom that is only found in 
Christ. This should lead our students to live 
an unashamed lifestyle. When someone tries 
to lead them astray they need to boldly re-
fuse because of what Christ has done for 
them.  

Be a good friend 

When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Teman-
ite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles 
that had come upon him, they set out from 
their homes and met together by agreement 
to go and sympathize with him and comfort 
him. Job 2:11 

Do to others as you would have them do to 
you. Luke 6:31 

School can be one of the most stressful plac-
es within the life of a teenager. There are 
many different reasons for this stress, but 
none is greater than the stress brought 
about from friendships. Almost every stu-
dent that I have come in contact with has a 
deep desire for friends. Even though a school 
is full of many different types of students, 
making true friends is not that easy. A way 
our students can impact their schools for 
Christ is by being a good friend. Find other 
teenagers that do not have any close friends 
and build a relationship with them. If some-
one is sitting alone, sit and talk to them. If 
someone is going through a hardship, com-
fort them, and lastly, treat everyone the way 
you want to be treated.  

Mason Welch 

Do you wonder how much change there is in our Pure 
Water Pure Love collection jugs? The amount will be 
announced Tuesday, September 6, when Women on 
Mission have their annual Salad Luncheon. This year, a 
special guest will speak about Pure Water Pure Love. 
Please continue to put your change in the jugs and re-
member, your change can change the lives of our mis-
sionaries and their families by providing them with water 
filters which will provide clean water for their needs. 

In Christ’s Love, Fran Drago, Women’s Missions Director 

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home is seeking foster parents 
to serve in the Baton Rouge area. Housing and a stipend 
for care of the children will be provided. For more infor-
mation, please contact Beth Green at 318.343.2244 or 
beth@lbch.org  

Thank you so much for bringing sup-
plies for the Foster Care Support Min-
istry closet! We took most of the 
items to the Department of Child and 
Family Services, and they sent us 
some photos of their closet and sent 
them to us. They are excited to have 
these resources to share with children 
entering into foster care. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+28%3A19-20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24211a


Last month, we celebrated our country’s 240th birthday at our 
yearly Festival of Freedom Concert. Our choir hosted the event 
and combined with other local areas church choirs and orchestra 
in the city to put together a musical performance that celebrated 
our Nation’s birthday and give thanks to our God for sustaining us 
as a nation through the past 240 years. Our flags were presented 
by the Marine Color Guard as we sang the Star Spangled Banner 
and other well-known patriotic songs. During the program we 
praised God for the blessings He has given us in this country and 
the freedoms we have through Christ and the military men and 
women who serve to protect our freedoms at home and abroad. 
Lewis Richerson, Pastor of Woodlawn Baptist Church led all that 
attended in a prayer for our nation and the upcoming election of 
our president in November. An offering was collected to support 
Louisiana military families and the Red, Rock and Blue fundraiser 
led by WAFB TV Sports Anchor Jacques Doucet. The concert was a 
great success as we raised over $2,300.00 towards these great 
organizations. Thank you for your continued support to a great 
cause! 

July has wrapped up and August is set to begin a busy 2nd half of 
the year for our church. Our sanctuary choir will be kicking off 
their first rehearsal back from the summer on Wednesday, August 
10th at 6:30 in the choir room. We are always looking for new 
members to join our choir and would love to offer this opportunity 
to meet you and have you join us in the fun of singing and wor-
shipping together for the Glory of God. Psalm 96 says “Oh sing to 
the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!” I invite you to 
join us as we learn and sing new and old familiar songs to the 
Lord. If you would like more information about joining the choir, 
please contact me at jhaynes@fbcbr.com. 

The rest of the year is shaping up to be a busy one in the life of 
our music ministry and I pray you plan to attend the many events 
around the corner. Here are some of the highlights to look for-
ward to in the upcoming months! 

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal Kickoff!-Sing and fellowship with our 
choir! Wednesday, August 10th at 6:30 pm in the choir room. 

Senior Adult Sunday- Hear our Young at Heart Singers in their 
yearly program following worship on Sunday, October 24th. Eat 
lunch and hear the Bluegrass band and choir in a toe-tapping 
fun afternoon. 

Sandi Patty Farewell Tour – Grammy and Dove Award winner San-
di Patty will be in concert at FBC on October 29th at 7 pm. She 
will be joined by her family and our church choir in what is sure 
to be a night to remember! Also featured will be men’s singing 
group Veritas. Get your general admission tickets in the church 
office or premium seats online at premiereproductions.com.  

Parade of Flags- November 6th during morning worship. See the 
flags of the Nations paraded through our sanctuary as we begin 
a month of prayer for missions the the Lottie Moon Christmas 
offering. 

Christmas at First- Ring in the Christmas Season through a musical 
production by our sanctuary choir and orchestra. December 11th 
at 10:45 am.  

Downtown Pilgrimage- Take a walk through our downtown city 
churches to hear and see the how our downtown neighbors 
have celebrated Christmas. Hot chocolate and cookies are nor-
mally provided along the route, which ends at FBC where we all 
sing the “Hallelujah Chorus”. Don’t miss this exciting night on 
December 11th! 

Whew! That is a lot of things happening inside our doors! I hope 
you make plans to be here for all of these great events the rest of 
the year.  

Loving You, 

Jason 

Saturday, October 29 // 7:00 pm // FBCBR 

Tickets available in the church office or at premierproductions.com 

We have a limited number of General Admission tickets available in the 
church office for $20 each. See Kathey or Jason to purchase. 

Online discount available now. Use promo code CHURCH.  
General Admission: $20 with code ($25 reg.).  

Platinum and Premium ticket packages available for an extra price. 
Visit premierproductions.com for more info! 

 

When: August 5th – August 12th   

Where: Glorieta, New Mexico 
Travel: BCM Vans 

Come join over 1,800 College 
students for an unforgettable 
week of worship, prayer, Bible 
Study, seminars, small groups, 
recreation and hiking in the 
beautiful Rocky Mountains of 
Glorieta, New Mexico. 

We will depart Baton Rouge at 8 P.M. on August 5th and travel to 
Shreveport, Louisiana.  We will spend the night in Shreveport, and 
go to Dallas on August 6th where we will enjoy the day at Six Flags 
before continuing on to Glorieta, New Mexico.  We will be back in 
Baton Rouge the night of August 12th. 



I want to start by thanking every-
one involved with Masterpiece Kids 
2016. God blessed us with around 
125 children in attendance. And 
thanks to the hard work of our vol-
unteers, they discovered more 
about who God is and what He's 
done for us! Again, thank you eve-
ryone: prayers, painters, group 
leaders, food makers, and everyone 
in-between. And a big thank you to 
Mrs. Ginger Conner, who helped us 
make sure everyone was plugged in 
and that everything ran smoothly.  

The Friday after art camp, we host-
ed Art Attack, a parents' night out 
event that was a blast! We invited 
kids to come and get messy, and 

we used the color blobs to help 
teach the Gospel! Again, thanks 
goes out to all the volunteers who 
came out to help! 

We wrapped up July with CentriKid 
Summer Camp! Kids learned about 
the unseen armor of God. Check 
our blog out soon for pictures, vide-
os, and even a camp recap devotion 
for adults! 

Our next event is Preteen Invasion 
this month. You can find more info 
on our Facebook page. 

Later this month, we'll be pro-
moting a few of our 6th graders to 
Youth. We'll make it official with a 
“passing of the torch” luau/pool 
party in a few weeks. Please be in 
prayer for these preteens as they 
grow in their faith.  

David

August 27 at FBC Lafayette 
4th-6th graders 
Cost: $35 per child 
See David Jennings for  
more information! 



August, August, August! You have heard me 
say this before, but August is a huge month in 
the life of our church. It is the month when 
we have the most visitors. There are always 
lots of people moving into Baton Rouge at 
this time of year and looking for a new 
church home (especially in my college cate-
gory). College students are checking us out 
and seeing what FBC is like. So, thank you in 
advance for reaching out to them when they 
visit! 

Our college students have had a great sum-
mer.  Lots of our students went home or had 
internships across the country. We have also 
had a very good amount of students that 
have stuck around for summer school or for 
work in Baton Rouge. I am proud of them all. 
I am especially proud that they continue to 
seek out Bible study.  We are happy to have 
Emily Sloane and Hannah Foval back from 
serving at MissionFuge in Virginia. They were 
at Liberty University and did an amazing job 
serving our Lord and Savior with thousands of 
teenagers. 

We had a great year last year with our colle-
giates, and I am extremely excited that we 
have enough graduates coming back that we 
had to form a new GAP class for them. Nick 
and Laura Taylor will be teaching this class for 
graduates and young 20’s. Part of my role at 
FBC is trying to keep our graduates here, and 
thankfully this year we have a good number 
staying in town! Be praying for this new GAP 
class. 

On the college front, we have a very busy 
month ahead of us. We are starting it off by 
sending a handful of students to Glorieta for 
Collegiate Week. This will be the last year 
that we will be sending groups there. The 
cost has become prohibitive and we are look-
ing at new places for our students to go each 
year before their semesters begin. Ridgre-
crest is still under the Southern Baptist 
branch, so it is a possibility. 

August 15th and 16th, we have some stu-
dents attending the LSU Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry Leadership Retreat. This is an im-
portant time when they establish their roles 
for the fall. August 17th is our Survival Night. 
This event is geared specifically for freshmen. 

We introduce them to the BCM and intro-
duce them to the local churches. We will 
have various other events like a Waffle Bar at 
Midnight on August 18th and an Ice Cream 
Bar at 10:00 pm. on Friday the 19th. Then we 
will be having our annual Picnic on the Pa-
rade Grounds from 6:00 til Midnight. This 
event includes food, a neon night party and 
some other fun events. And then we wrap up 
the week with Connect Day at the BCM. This 
is when the freshmen show up to the BCM, 
and all the local churches are there, and they 
pick a church and go visit it. So, be praying for 
us as we reach out to new college students 
and get them plugged into FBC. 

One final event that I would like you to be 
aware of for our students is 99 Cent Steak 
Night. This event is held on the First Thursday 
back at LSU. This is a massive outreach event 

to the LSU campus. We are providing a steak, 
potato, salad, sides and a coke for 99 cents. 
This event is put on with the idea that stu-
dents will come by and eat and we will have 
gospel presentation opportunities. It is a very 
successful event from the perspective that 
students hear the word of God while they are 
enjoying a very cheap but good meal. I ask 
that you pray for this event and pray that 
students are receptive to hearing the gospel. 

Thank you FBC for loving college students, 
and thank you for allowing me to work with 
them! Please keep them all in your prayers as 
we start off a new, exciting year! 

In Him, 

Larkin J. Harris 

This summer I had the opportunity 
to work for FUGE camps for my 
third year. This summer I served as 
the Site Director at Liberty Universi-
ty. This means that I was in charge 
of finding places in the community 
for our students to do ministry all 
summer. Starting in February I 
spent hours calling local churches 
and non profits learning more 
about the Lynchburg area and 
where we could serve. Finally 
getting to camp was a huge test of 

faith as ministry opportunities continuously changed and fell through. The very first 
week of camp showed me the importance of flexibility and faith in so many ways. One 
of our groups was planning to go to a neighborhood park to play with kids, however 
the day they went the park was completely empty. After bouncing around downtown 
they ended up walking a bike path picking up trash, talking with the occasional person, 
and chalking bible verses on the sidewalk. It just so happened that a policeman who 
was off duty walked by, noticed their chalk, and started talking to them. It turned out 
the gentleman was a Christian and the next day he was participating in a block party 
hosted by the police and fire departments at a low income apartment complex, which 
he invited our students to. We ended up going to the block party, which was a huge 
success, and met with the apartment managers who were so happy we were there 
and invited us to come all summer. Countless stories like that show me that God had 
his hand in our summer and the min-
istry we did in Lynchburg. God was 
so faithful to the work we did this 
summer and we saw 15 salvations 
from children to a 21 year old. This 
was a convicting summer as I re-
turned home to remember and de-
pend on God's faithfulness as well as 
to live missionally and pour into 
communities like the churches we 
worked with.  

-Emily Sloane 



 

 

 


