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 The words “one another” have signifi-
cant meaning for the New Testament 
church. For all those who have called 
upon the name of Jesus for salvation 
have been redeemed and adopted by 
God. And as children of God, we are 
now people who consider the well-
being and spiritual health of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ. This is so 
important for us to understand and 
embrace, because the church is 
healthiest when we are “one another” 
kind of people.  

Take for instance the words of Jesus in 
John 13:34-35, “A new command-
ment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this 
all people will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one an-
other.” When Jesus commands his 
disciples to “love one another” it was 
for their own good and for the glory of 
God’s name. He called them to be his 
disciples and to make them a witness 
to his majesty and glory. The way in 
which they would testify to the world 
of the saving power of Jesus would be 
in how they loved one another. It was 
vital that the disciples embraced 
Christ’s command. And throughout 
history, the times in which the church 
of God has been most effective and 
most Christ-like has been when God’s 
people displayed true love for one an-
other. In the way that Jesus loves us, 
we are to love one another. But how? 

The New Testament writers had a 
unique understanding of the necessity 
for the children of God who profess 
faith in Christ to love one another. It 
would be the bond that would hold 
the church together for generations. 
In fact, the NT is filled with commands 

on how we are to love one another. 
Here are just a few references:  Seek 
restoration, comfort and peace with 
one another (2 Corinthians 13:11); Use 
your freedom in Christ to serve one 
another (Galatians 5:13); Bear one an-
other’s burdens (Galatians 6:2); Be 
kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving of 
one another (Ephesians 4:32); Teach 
and admonish one another in God’s 
wisdom (Colossians 3:16); Encourage 
one another in God’s Word (1 Thessa-
lonians 4:18 & 5:11); Consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good 
works (Hebrews 10:24); Confess to one 
another and pray for one another 
(James 5:16); Show hospitality to one 
another (1 Peter 4:9); Be humble to-
ward one another (1 Peter 5:5); Love 
one another (1 John 4:7,11,12) 

Notice how every command is given 
for the good of someone else. Resto-
ration, encouragement, prayer, bear-
ing burdens, and forgiveness are all 
ways in which we extend Christ-like 
love to our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. It is necessary that we as a 
church family embrace these com-
mands and seek to DO them in our 
daily lives. When the church expresses 
her love for Jesus by loving one anoth-
er, there is no way for the watching 
world to deny the power of the gos-
pel.  

I’ve been thinking about our church 
family and how much we like to spend 
time together in fellowship (usually 
around a table with food). In fact, the 
cover of this month’s newsletter fea-
tures the favorite of all “fellowship 
meals” in our beloved Louisiana: 
boiled crawfish. As I’ve considered 
how we as a church family can find 
ways to actively live out all of the ‘one 

another’ verses in scripture, I couldn’t 
help thinking about how our time to-
gether on April 22nd around tables of 
hot, boiled crawfish is a perfect oppor-
tunity to comfort, forgive, teach, en-
courage, pray for, and love one anoth-
er.  I want to challenge the members 
of FBC Baton Rouge to take the words 
of scripture seriously and seek to DO 
what we are commanded to do (James 
1:22). Sure, we could spend our time 
talking about how the world is falling 
apart, or our frustrations with politi-
cians, or what’s going to happen to 
the economy, and a myriad of other 
daily worries and concerns. But what 
if our “table talk” was much sweeter 
and infused with gospel goodness? 
How would that one difference in our 
discussions make the overall event 
more memorable? There are literally 
dozens of “better” ideas for how we 
spend our time together than the 
same old talking about the same old 
things. Make your conversations about 
the gospel; encourage one another to 
press on in faith; invite the lost to join 
us for crawfish and offer to pray for 
them; share your struggles with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ and ask 
for prayer; encourage each other to 
keep Christ at the center of their lives. 
Let us not waste these precious mo-
ments we have together as a church 
family to build up one another in the 
love and admonition of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. After all, if it was 
not for Jesus, we would not all be to-
gether. Since we are together, let’s 
make it all about Jesus.  

Your Pastor, 
Oren 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
P A S T O R  O R E N 
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On our Facebook group, I’ve been shar-
ing some notes and facts that I’ve been 
discovering as I read the book Nothing 
Less by Jana Magruder. It’s a book 
about engaging kids in a lifetime of 
faith.  

So far, I’ve covered the opening two 
chapters, which could be summarized 
like this: Most parents love their chil-
dren and want to see them succeed in 
life, but what we (both Christian and 
non-Christians) think makes a good par-
ent and what goals we have for our chil-
dren aren’t necessarily biblical.  

Is there a connection between a 
parent's faith and parenting? Only 29% 
of born-again Christians say their faith 
is the most important influence on their 
parenting. In the Nothing Less research, 
77% of parents surveyed identified 
themselves as Christians. But only 46% 
of parents said they look to the Bible 
for parenting advice, and just 14% said 
that they were very familiar with what 
the Bible says about parenting. 

It’s an interesting read—I highly recom-
mend you checking this book out! All 
this leads to Nothing Less’s most inter-
esting research, what is the biggest in-
fluence on children’s spiritual lives. 

The study asked parents if 
their grown children are 
still active in their faith 
and looked at what habits 
and choices those parents 
made with their kids.  
The study found many 
surprising things that did-

n’t seem to have a great impact on chil-
dren’s spiritual development (VBS, fam-
ily dinners, public vs Christian school-
ing). So what did? 

I’d like to share with you what the book 
says are the top three greatest influenc-
ers of spiritual health for your kids.  

1) Bible Reading 

A child who read his Bible regularly 
while growing up has 12.5% stronger 
spiritual health as a young adult. The 
good news is that 89% of households 
have a Bible; in fact, the average num-
ber of Bibles in a household is 4.1. The 
bade news is that only 19% of 
Protestant churchgoers read the Bible 
daily. 

What can families do? 

First, choose an appropriate Bible for 
your child. Choose a version that is easy 
for your child to use (think tabs and 
study helps). Pick a translation that best 
fits your child’s current reading level. 
Also, just a common sense tip, we tell 
our kids to treat the Bible with respect, 
but kids will still be kids, so pick a Bible 
that is physically durable. 

Second, use a Bible reading plan. Con-
sider reading parts that connect with 
the church’s current lessons. Don’t let 
kids get overwhelmed or try to read so 
much so quick that they don’t compre-
hend what they are reading. And be 
ready to miss days. That’s okay. Pick 
back up with it! 

Finally, the biggest tip for Bible reading. 
Just do it. Say no to other things if need 
be. Just be committed. 

2) Prayer 

A child who regularly spent time in 
prayer while growing up has 7.5% 
stronger spiritual health as a young 
adult. 25% of churchgoing families say 

they rarely or never pray together.  

What can families do?  

Well, the obvious answer is to start 
praying! Simple, right. Pray with your 
kids and allow them to pray with you. 
Remind kids that we are praying to the 
Living God through the invitation of his 
Son! Help kids go beyond just asking for 
things. In our children’s ministry we 
teach kids the ACTS method: Adoration 
for God, Confession of our sins, Thanks-
giving for his blessings, and Supplica-
tion, or asking for help for us and for 
others. 

3) Serving 

A child who regularly served in church 
while growing up has 7.5% stronger 
spiritual health as a young adult. A 2007 
study comparing young adults who 
stayed in the church with those who 
dropped out found that 16% more of 
those who stayed in church had regular 
responsibilities at the church. 

What  can families do? 

Well, this one is on both the church and 
families. We need to allow our children 
more opportunities to serve both in the 
church and (as the book later points 
out) outside the church. Families need 
to commit to bring their children regu-
larly to church to be able to serve. Kids 
who serve learn that a life of following 
Christ prioritizes others, that God has 
gifted them to do good works, and that 
how to experience church rather than 
consume as spectators only. 

The book, Nothing Less, goes on to list 
more spiritual influencers, but I will 
leave that for you to discover…or join 
our Facebook  group for more discus-
sion on this! 

Speaking of Facebook, that’s where 
you’ll find more information about our 
children’s events, so make sure to go 
and join the group. We’ll be posting 
dates over there soon for all of our April 
events, including a children’s outreach 
day! 

David 

Quick side note:  
For those who are unaware, FBCBR 
has a Facebook page and a Face-
book group. Right now, the page is 
more for people visiting or looking 
to get more information on our 
church. The group is only for mem-
bers and gives more information 
and discussion opportunities for 
church members. If you’d like to 
join our group, search for First Bap-
tist Church Baton Rouge then look 
under “Groups” 
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What a joyful Easter season we have had at FBC! God 
has been so faithful to us as we prepared for our Palm 
Sunday “Songs of the Cross,” Good Friday, and Easter 
Sunday music.  As we look forward to the rest of April, I 
wanted to let you know about an upcoming concert at 
the end of this month at FBC that you will not want to 
miss! 

On Friday, April 27th at 7:30 pm, our choir will be com-
bining with the Baton Rouge Symphony Chorus, LSU 
Gospel Choir, Southern University Concert Choir, and 
other local churches to present the “Good News Gospel 
Showcase.” This concert will be a time to celebrate the 
good news of the gospel through music. You will hear 
various choirs perform a couple of selections each as 
well as a combined choir in which we will be raising our 
voices in praise together. If you would like to sing as 
part of the combined choir, talk to me about rehearsal 
schedules. You will not want to miss this FREE event! 
Hope to see you there! 

To God be the glory for the things He has done! 

Love, Jason 

If you need to take a new directory photo for any 
reason, please contact Sarah in the church office to 
schedule your sitting! Photos will be taken on 
Wednesday, April 11. New books will be printed for 
every family in the directory. If you missed the last 
one, now is your chance to be included and receive 
a hard copy of the directory! 

Come enjoy music by  
the Baton Rouge Music Club Chorus! 
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Only let your manner of life be worthy 
of the gospel of Christ, so that wheth-
er I come and see you or am absent, I 
may hear of you that you are standing 
firm in one spirit, with one mind striv-
ing side by side for the faith of the 
gospel, and not frightened in anything 
by your opponents. This is a clear sign 
to them of their destruction, but of 
your salvation, and that from God. 
(Philippians 1:27-28) 

This past month, our students have 
been walking through the book of Phi-
lippians in their Sunday school classes. 
Our teachers have been challenging 
our students to live a life worthy of 
the gospel. This idea is a theme devel-
oped throughout Scripture. It is a life 
that is devoted to Christ alone in every 
moment of life. This is not an easy 
task, but it is one we must strive for 
daily. Here at FBC Baton Rouge we 
have a wonderful group of teenagers 
that truly want to live a wife worthy of 
the gospel. They have a desire to 
know more about Christ, but they can-
not reach this calling alone. They need 
those around them in the church 
pushing them to this goal of the Chris-
tian life. So how can parents and our 
church help students live a life worthy 
of Christ? 

 

 

 

Teach them the Word.  

Deuteronomy 6:4-9 states:  

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all 
your might. And these words that I 
command you today shall be on 
your heart. You shall teach them 
diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in 
your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, 
and when you rise. You shall bind 
them as a sign on your hand, and 
they shall be as frontlets between 
your eyes. You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates. 

This passage found in Deuteronomy is 
called the Shama (Hebrew: Hear). In 
this passage we find the command-
ment to love God with everything we 
possess. This commandment is not an 
option but an obligation for those who 
confess Christ. In the life of a Christian 
Christ must reign supreme, but it does 
not stop there. We are also command-
ed to teach our children this com-
mandment. So how do we teach our 

students to live lives worthy of the 
gospel? We teach them at all times to 
love the Lord with everything we 
have.    

Keep them accountable.   

Ephesians 6:4 states: 

Fathers, do not provoke your chil-
dren to anger, but bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of 
the Lord. 

Do you discipline your child or grand-
child? When they disobey the Lord do 
you discipline and instruct them on 
the correct way to follow Christ? I love 
this verse because is connects disci-
pline to instruction. As believers we 
are called to discipline those that go 
astray and instruct them how they 
should remain in Christ. If we only dis-
cipline, we miss the point of discipline. 
Discipline is a tool to instruct believers 
on how to live for Christ.  So if we 
want to see our students to become 
more like Christ we must use discipline 
and instruction to help keep them on 
the path of righteousness.   

-Mason 

Youth trip to LSU baseball game 
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Join us for the SC18 Simulcast! 
Saturday, April 28 // 1:00-7:00 pm 
$15 // in the Fellowship Hall 
Register at fbcbr.com/sc18 
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Ready for a week full of art 

skills and thrills? 

July 9-13, 2018 

8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily 

For kids completing  

kindergarten to 6th grade! 

A one-time $10 fee covers 

lunch & snacks every day,  

a t-shirt, & all art supplies.  

Visit fbcbr.com for more info! 

Volunteer to help, or register 

your kids today! 


