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“Let not your hearts be trou-
bled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am 
you may be also. John 14:1-3  

Have you ever had the experience of walking 
into a restaurant, giving the host/hostess 
your name, and then being immediately 
shown to your table? The other hungry pa-
trons anticipating a delicious meal are left 
watching and waiting for their name to be 
called, staring in wonder as you bypass the 
long line at the door. Having a reservation 
when a restaurant is packed, or when the 
stadium is sold out, or our when the plane is 
overbooked gives you a particularly satisfy-
ing feeling, doesn’t it? When you have a 
place already set aside for you, the pressure 
to get to your destination early and to get in 
line before everyone else is alleviated. There 
is no rush or struggle to make sure you get 
the seat and the food you so greatly desire, 
making the arrival and the experience most 
enjoyable.  

I do not mean to over-spiritualize an analogy 
like this, but there is a great lesson here for 
those who are Christians dealing with the 
everyday challenges, struggles, and failures 
of life as we strive to follow Jesus our Lord. 
We often face times when we are victims of 
momentary worry and complaining rather 
than resting in the promised life we have in 
Christ. Assurance of salvation is a battle 
many will fight and which some of us have 
struggled to overcome from time to time. So 
let us find hope in this: what God has prom-
ised in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:32) and what 
Jesus has purchased by his blood (Eph. 2:13) 
and what the Holy Spirit has guaranteed in 
our souls (1 Cor. 1:21-22) should give us con-
fidence and assurance to live faithfully in the 
name of Jesus Christ.  

Jesus told his disciples in John 14 that he 
was going to “prepare a place for them.” 
This place is a home, a place of rest and 
peace forever. It is a table of fellowship 
where all who know Jesus will be with Jesus 
in perfect harmony. If you are “in Christ,”  
(Romans 8:1), the Lord of all creation has 
promised you the security of knowing that 
he has already taken care of your eternal 

destiny; the reservation has been made and 
your place is secured with Jesus forever. This 
is a certainty for each of us that has real im-
plications in our daily lives.  

Our place with Jesus removes our 
reasons to complain. 

What is it that we complain about in this life 
that cannot be met or overcome by the 
grace of God? Has God lied to you or failed 
you in any way? Or is God’s will deeper and 
wider than we can understand? Whatever 
our minds dwell upon that cause us to gripe 
or worry must be held up to the light of 
God’s character and promises in scripture, 
exposing our selfishness and revealing God’s 
abundant grace. When we complain, we 
essentially tell God, “I know what you have 
done for me in saving me and giving me an 
eternal home, but this thing that is on my 
mind right now is more important and nec-
essary for my happiness.” Jesus rejects that 
way of thinking by establishing a foundation 
for our lives in the promises of eternal joy, 
making everything in this life pale in compar-
ison. Jesus says “Let not your heart be trou-
bled. . . believe me” instead, and “I’m going 
to prepare a place then come to get you and 
bring you there. I’m taking care of every-
thing. Trust me.” So why complain when 
heaven and all that it is will be yours (Matt. 
5:3). Why complain when God is pleased to 
give you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).  

 Our place with Jesus focuses our 
lives for a glorious purpose. 

Everything means more when it has a pur-
pose. God never wastes his time or his ac-
tions, and neither should we. Our purpose in 
this life is to exalt Jesus in all that we do, 
knowing that whatever comes our way, our 
reservation in the presence of Christ is se-
cured. If your purpose is to glorify God in 
your thoughts, words, and deeds, then your 
actions should tell that story and your pray-
ers should be directed to God for the 
strength to obey him in this way. Our 
prayerful longings in this life reveal our de-
sire to be with Jesus in the place he has 
made for us by giving his life and causing us 
to be born again.  

For all who run to Jesus for refuge, hope, 
forgiveness, peace, answers, and joy will find 
an impenetrable fortress of love and securi-

ty, built on the person and work of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. Your place with God can-
not be taken away or given to someone else. 
When Jesus says that he goes to prepare a 
place for you, he means that he is making 
for each believer a special place at the table 
of God where we will feast and be satisfied 
in Him forever (Isa 25:6). So let us begin to 
be satisfied in him today, making our arrival 
one day in his presence all the more glori-
ous.  

As we approach Good Friday and Resurrec-
tion Sunday, I want to challenge my church 
family to consider the significance of what 
Jesus has done for you in making a place for 
you at the table of God. By his perfect life, 
atoning death, and glorious resurrection, 
Jesus has done the work of salvation for you, 
and by receiving this gift of salvation by faith 
you can live with assurance, boldness, and 
active faith in God. Since we are secured 
forever in Jesus, let us live in such a way that 
testifies to His grace and goodness.  

Oren 

 

Mystery of mysteries,  
that God would make for me 

A place within His family,  
though once His enemy. 

The Judge of every sinner sent Christ  
to Calvary to prepare a place for me. 

Judgment should be given 
for this guilt upon my head, 
But the Father of all glory  
crushed His Son instead. 
Now I’ve been adopted,  
for God made this to be; 

You prepared a place for me. 

Blessed be, blessed be 
My God and Savior,  

You’ve shown me favor 
And prepared a place for me. 

Father, in the moment 
when Your Son shall split the skies 

And myriads of angels  
acclaim Him with their cries, 

By grace I will be able to join the jubilee;  
You prepared a place for me. 

 

“Prepared a Place for Me,” Sovereign Grace 

a  w o r d  f r o m 
PASTOR OREN 
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I recently read an article by Brandon Early, 
a student minister in Iowa, about how to 
engage kids. The article stemmed from a 
conversation he had with another minister. 
Brandon’s friend was having a hard time 
grabbing preteens’ attention and eventual-
ly started a new system at his church- 50 
minutes of dodge ball followed by a 5-
minute message. In his mind, keeping 
church fun was important to keep their 
interest and to keep them coming back. 

Brandon made the argument that it wasn’t 
about the amount of time he taught, but 
the way he taught that could be changed. 
With Easter here, I wanted to share some 
of Brandon’s tips as well as a few of my 
own to help you keep your kids’ attention 
when it comes to talking about faith. 

Use the Bible. Use a family Bible or en-
courage your child to use their own. Later 
this month, we’ll be hosting a children’s 
ministry training focused on children’s Bi-
ble skills, and parents are invite to join us! 

Tell stories. A good storyteller takes peo-
ple on a journey. The story makes us feel 
something powerful, whether through 
tears or laughter. When a story moves us, 
we share it with others, and we remember 
it for a long time. Consider sharing some 
personal stories with your children. Share 

what God has done in your 
life. Share blessings and the 
hard times God has seen you 
though. 

Ask questions. And not just 
yes or no questions! Have kids 
really think about Bible truths 
and help them see how they 
can apply them to their lives. 

Make messages concrete. Kids often won’t 
know what to do with your messages if 
you don’t connect them to a concrete 
point. I have heard stories of kids not real-
izing Jesus being “in your heart” didn’t 
have to do with Jesus watching the blood 
pump around your body. Make sure to 
slow down, explain words, and apply 
points to kids’ lives. 

Keep everything Jesus-centered. One 
thing I try to always keep in mind is that 
we’re not trying to modify behaviors. 
We’re asking God to transform our hearts. 
Jesus and the Bible should be at the center 
of both our messages and fun. 

Include an experience. Kids learn by doing. 
Experiences stick, especially when fol-
lowed by meaningful discussion. Experi-
ences help make a concrete connection 
kids can apply to life outside of our time 
together. 

Bring the fun. Fun isn’t a bad thing. But we 
have to channel that fun into meaning. The 
ways we can tie fun to meaningful messag-
es are endless. In fact, we hope to do just 
that with our Family Easter Celebration 
later this month! 

April is going to be a busy month for us! 
Let’s look at what’s coming up! 

• April 1 and 2 - Ebb and Flow Art Festi-
val // By the time you’re reading this, 
we’ve most likely already participated in 
this event, but I wanted to thank everyone 
involved. We were able to go out and do 
some really cool art projects with Baton 
Rouge families at this festival! We shared 
fun and faith and invited kids to come join 
us for Masterpiece Kids as well! 

• April 9 - Palm Sunday // The kids will be 
waving palm leaves again this Sunday. We 
want your children to come and join us! 
Seeing our kids bring in the palms is always 
a blessing. 

• April 15 - FBC’s Family Easter Celebra-
tion // We’ll be taking over Repentance 
Park, between the Old State Capitol and 
the River Center. (In case of rain, we’ll 
move to Fellowship Hall back at the 
church). Please let me know if you are free 
to help! 

• April 30 - Preschool Parents Lunch & 
Children’s Ministry Training // We invite 
all preschool parents and VIPs to come join 
us after church for a great time of fellow-
ship and learning. Louisiana Baptists Chil-
dren’s Ministry Strategist, David Anderson, 
will be here and sharing with us the im-
portance of preschool ministry. Later that 
day, David will be back for parents, volun-
teers, and anyone else who is interested to 
join us for some training! David will be 
sharing the Levels of Bible Skills for Kids. 
Make plans now to attend! 

Thank you all for your continued prayers 
and support of this ministry! 

 David

Ready for a week full of art skills and thrills? 

July 10-14, 2017 // 8:15 am - 1:00 pm daily 

For kids completing kindergarten to 6th grade! 

A one-time $10 fee covers lunch & snacks  

every day, a t-shirt, & all art supplies.  

Visit fbcbr.com for more info! 

Volunteer to help, or register your kids today! 
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Every human being has fear. It is an emotional 
feeling that often sneaks up on us and places 
us in a state of unrest. There are numerous 
amounts of different types of fear. People 
fear death, failure, spiders, snakes, and speak-
ing in public. I have often heard it said that 
the teenage years are the greatest time of our 
lives, but when people say this they forget the 
fears that go along with being a teenager. I 
have been privileged to pastor many different 
students over the last few years, and a com-

mon theme I find within every one of these students is fear. We often 
think that teenagers are fearless, but if they are honest they are quite 
the opposite. Two main fears that I see every student struggle with are 
relationships and the future.  

Relationships // A relationship is often used to describe the act of da-
ting, but I am using it here to describe any kind of connection someone 
shares with another human. These are connections that everyone 
takes part in and examples include friends, family, classmates, and 
coworkers. Genesis 2:18 reads: “then the LORD God said, it is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will make a helper fit for him.” We see 
here that relationships are not a burden but a gift from God. Relation-
ships should be places that draw us closer to God, but because we live 
in a fallen world, relationships can be a place of pain that draws us 
away from God. The pain that relationships can bring is very real in the 
life of a student. I have counseled many students that have been bro-
ken by destructive relationships. This brokenness leads to them devel-
oping a fear that prevents them from experiencing the blessings God 
intended in relationships.  

The Future // I recently had a student reach out to me for advice about 
their future. This student, like many others, was scared to death be-
cause they had no idea what they were going to do with their life. 
When we are young, we often have big dreams about what we want to 
do in life, but as we grow, these dreams tend to shrink until they are 
distant memories. As a student draws closer to graduation, they begin 
planning out their future. This planning includes major decisions such 
as the college they will attend and the career they will spend the rest 
of their lives devoted to. This may seem like a no-brainer to some, but 
for many students it is a nightmare. The future may seem frightening, 
but we know as believers we have no reason to fear the days ahead. 
We see in James 4:13-15, “Now listen, you who say, ‘Today or tomor-
row we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business 
and make money.’ Why, you do not even know what will happen to-
morrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while 
and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we 
will live and do this or that.’”  

We have no way of knowing what is ahead of us in life, but we serve a 
God who has planned our days ahead. We should not worry about the 
future; instead we should live each day God has given us for his glory.  

Fear is a reality that everyone will eventually face. In these times of 
fear, we need to remember the words of Christ to his disciples during a 
moment of fear. Matthew 14:27 states, “But immediately Jesus spoke 
to them, saying, ‘Take heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.’” When we fear, 
we need to take heart and remember that God is always with us. He 
never leaves us or fails us. We may go through the fire, but he goes 
before us and with us.  

      Mason 

Monday, 
April 10 

Tuesday, 
April 11 

Wednesday, 
April 12 

Thursday, 
April 13 

Friday,  
April 14 
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Easter is a special time as we gather together and celebrate the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Our church has been 
preparing and looking forward to the great celebration that will 
take place on Easter Sunday. All across the world, churches will 
pack the pews for this glorious Sunday of celebrating the Risen 
and Reigning Savior.  

As we look towards Holy Week (April 9-16), here are some ways 
you can begin today to celebrate the Easter season with us: 

1. Pick up an Easter Devotional. These books contain daily de-
votions written by FBC members as we are journeying to-
wards Easter Sunday. Copies are available on tables around 
the church or in the church office. 

2. Songs of the Cross. on Palm Sunday (April 9th), the choir and 
orchestra will lead us in worship through a special service 

that will tell the passion story from the triumphal entry to the 
cross.  

3. Attend Holy Week Lunches. Our baptist association will meet 
at various churches throughout our city for a FREE lunch pro-
vided, music and preaching by various pastors of the Passion 
text. Lunch begins at 11:30 and the program ends by 12:45. 

4. Good Friday Service. (April 14th at 6pm) A service of scrip-
ture reading and hymns as we remember Christ’s sacrifice.  

5. Resurrection Sunday. (April 16th) He is Risen! He is Risen, 
indeed! Invite your friends to come and to sing and celebrate 
the Risen and Reigning Christ!  

Happy Easter! 

Jason 

If you would like to purchase Easter lilies in 
someone’s honor or memory to decorate the 
sanctuary for Easter Sunday, call the church 
office or sign up with Mrs. Fran Drago. The 
plants are $10 each and may be taken home 
following the service on Easter Sunday.

 

Wednesday, April 19 at 5:30 pm 
At this Business Meeting, along with our regular busi-
ness, we will be voting on our new committee members 
for the upcoming year. 

 

Wednesday, April 26 at 5:30 pm 
All new and continuing members of FBC committees are 
asked to be present this evening as we elect committee 
chairmen and teach our new committee members how 
each committee operates. 

Don’t forget to make use of our wonderful church library! Our 
church librarians have worked hard over the last few years to 
update our library and make the check-out system simple. 
You can go into the library any time the church is open and 
check out books on your own—no librarian needed! Just fol-
low the instructions provided.  

We are constantly adding new titles to our library, and if 
there is something we don’t have, you can request it from our 
librarians and they will see about adding it to our library! 

So go check out the library next time you are here. It’s always 
open! We have books for every reader, whether you’re teach-
ing, researching, or just looking for a good mystery, we’re 
sure to have books you will enjoy! 
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Please pray for our FBC/LSU 
BCM All Star Mission Trip. 
Please pray for each of our 
team members Please pray 
for safe travels and safety 
while we are there. Pray for 
Arjay Gruspe and John Allison 
as they continue to lead the 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry. 
Pray for the 8 churches we get 
to assist. Pray for opportuni-
ties to share the gospel. The 
students know how much FBC 
supports them and we all ap-
preciate the love and care you 
have for us. Thank you for 
always supporting our stu-
dents as they Geaux and 
Serve.  

Mahalo!! 

  Larkin 

We will be recognizing 
graduates in May. 

Please let us know if you are graduating 
this spring. We don’t want to leave 
anyone out!  

Contact Larkin at ljhlsu@yahoo.com or 
call the church office.  

Contact the BCM at 343-0408 or Sarah or Larkin in the 
church office to get a purchase form. 

Sunday, April 23 
5:00 pm 

Come join us for fun and fellowship and of course 
some awesome Tony’s Seafood crawfish! 

Cost: $20 for adults/$10 for kids includes crawfish, 
drinks, and dessert. 
$10 for burgers & hot dogs, chips, drinks, and dessert. 

Sign Up with Sarah in the church office (343-0397) or 
using your bulletin tear-off on Sunday morning! 

Abi Howie 

Megan Simeon 

Alyssa Kimmell 

Haley McCaslin 

Emily Brooks 

Ellen Farmer 

Asia Storey 

Lindsey Rutledge 

Larkin Harris 
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