Jesus prayed for us in John 17:20-23: “I ... ask ...for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as
you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they ... may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and
loved them even as you loved me.”

a w o rd f r o m

PASTOR OREN
And when they arrived and gathered the
church together, they declared all that God
had done with them, and how he
had opened a door of faith to the Gentiles.
Acts 14:27
I love this verse in Acts 14. When the Christian missionaries Paul and Barnabas arrived
in Antioch after their 1st missionary journey, the entire body of believers gathered
together to hear about “all that God had
done” and how God had “opened a door of
faith to the Gentiles.” What an amazing
gathering that must have been! To listen to
the testimonies of those earliest believers
who shared amazing accounts of God’s
salvation of the many Gentile people who
had at one time lived in darkness and ignorance but were saved by God’s grace. How
inspiring it must have been to recognize
the power of God to save and sustain the
unlikeliest of people and to advance his
kingdom in the most difficult of places.
Those Christians in Antioch were given a
great peace in knowing that their church
was now spiritually connected to brothers
and sisters in other cities and towns because they shared a common salvation in
God by faith in Jesus Christ and by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The “new creations in Christ Jesus” that lived in Antioch
were now eternally bound to the new creations in Pisidia, Pamphylia, Perga and
Attalia (look them up in your Bible maps).
When God moves in the lives of people to
transform them and to save them and to
make his name great among them, He
makes it clear that He is the one doing
what only He can do (Romans 11:33-36).
There is no mistaking the actions of God
with the types of things that mankind is
capable of doing in our own strength, ability, and knowledge. Paul and Barnabas
“declared all that God had done with them.
. .” which means that they had a very clear
understanding that God was at work
through the faithful witness of Paul and
Barnabas and many other Christian believers. The Christian church was established
by God throughout the Gentile world because faithful men and women declared
what God had done in them and through
them. Just imagine all of the ways that you
have benefitted from the witness of others
that God has used.

As new creations in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17), we are called and commanded
as God’s people to care for and about one
another so that God is exalted and glorified
in those whom he has saved. We do this in
a number of ways, which includes declaring
what God has done in us and in our church.
The church is designed for our own good
and spiritual growth (Ephesians 4:15-16);
and that growth comes most effectively
when we are “gathered together to declare
God’s work.”
For those who belong to our church (FBC
Baton Rouge), we exist to glorify God the
Father in the context of our church life
here in Baton Rouge. After spending just a
short time among the membership of FBC
BR, it is not hard to find a number of people who are deeply committed to this gracious responsibility and privilege, and we
are all tremendously blessed by your dedication to the Lord. But sadly, some in our
congregation are not as involved in the life
of FBC BR. We may be considered your
“home church,” but for a number of different reasons you have chosen not to participate in what our church family is doing.
And, as your pastor, it bothers me a great
deal because I know most certainly that if
you are not “plugged in” to the life of our
church, you are missing out on the tremendous blessing of serving the Lord and
getting to know your brothers and sisters
in Christ. I am not sure why you are not
more involved, whether in Sunday School,
worship, ministry activities, prayer
meetings, or regular outreach events. God
has given us each other for our own good;
for support, encouragement, and spiritual
edification. By being consistently involved
in the life of our church, your life in turn
will be blessed. But, it takes genuine commitment.
So, we want to give you an opportunity to
get a fresh start, or to return again to that
path of commitment to the Lord and his
church. Coming this April 22-24, FBC BR
will host a Lay Renewal Weekend, where
the “laymen” of FBC will be challenged to
be further committed to our church, or to
be genuinely committed to FBC for the first
time. Lay Renewal is organized by and designed for the laypersons of FBC (non-staff
members) to be renewed in their faith and

service to the Lord. One of the reasons why
I believe we need a Lay Renewal Weekend
is for all of our church members to be inspired by the testimonies of our brothers
and sisters in Christ, as were those believers in Antioch. Think about the people you
know at FBC BR. How much of their testimony do you know? How did they come to
know Jesus as Lord and Savior? How has
Christ led them through their lives, particularly through a dark and troubling time?
We would benefit greatly in taking time to
listen to the stories of our church family,
ultimately for the purpose of seeing the
grace of God at work to save and sustain
his people for the glory of His name. A
team of volunteers from all parts of the
U.S. will be coming to Baton Rouge to lead
us through the renewal weekend. They will
share their stories and testimonies of
God’s grace with us, as they encourage us
to share our testimonies with each other.
We will be challenged, motivated, and
moved to a deeper commitment to Christ
and his church.
We are currently asking for ALL of our
members and guests who are interested in
being more involved in the life of FBC and
more closely connected to others in our
church to sign up to participate in Lay Renewal Weekend. This church-wide ministry
weekend is for everyone, especially you!
So please sign up in Sunday School or find
one of our sign-up forms throughout the
church, or just give us a call. Mark your
calendar and commit to be there. A schedule of events can be found in this newsletter, and final preparations are being
made with our leadership team to ensure
that the entire weekend is designed to
encourage and build up each one of us in
the faith. I am looking forward with great
anticipation to all that God has in store for
us during Lay Renewal Weekend, April 2224. I am inviting you to participate and
strongly encouraging you to get involved in
the life of FBC for the good of your soul
and for the sake of Christ’s name.

Oren
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Senior Recognition Sunday is May
1st. Please let us know if you are
graduating this spring. We don’t
want to leave anyone out! Contact Larkin at
ljhlsu@yahoo.com or call the office at 343-0397.
Thanks!

Thank you for supporting the Hawaii Mission Team! They are home
safe, and are excited to share with
the church very soon about what
God is doing in Hawaii!

June 19-24, 2016 // Winslow, Arizona
It’s not too late to go on the Navajo Mission Trip! Contact Jason Haynes if you’re
interested in learning more about this trip,
or to get a missions application.
Important Info:
 Mission Trip Application must be
turned in by April 9.
 Trip Price: $1350
 $600 deposit due by April 15
 $750 remaining due by May 6

Rise Up with Jesus was
a success! Thank you to
everyone who set up,
cleaned up, and helped
children and families
learn about Christ’s
resurrection! We couldn’t have done this without your support.

Easter Sunday has come and gone
again and here we sit again asking
ourselves, “now what?” Through the
Easter season, we focus on the passion narrative and drawing ourselves
closer to Jesus, and it all comes to a
joyous climax as we celebrate together the resurrection of our risen
Savior. That excitement might often
feel like it ends too soon, and we
quickly return back to normal church
services and normal Christian living
routine, as we have checked off another season in our life and have
moved to newer things.
What I love so much about the Easter season is the constant reminder
that I need a Savior, and that is magnified as we study the person of Jesus and His atoning work done
through His death and resurrection.
Easter is one of the first major Christian holidays we celebrate in the beginning of the year, and my prayer
for myself is that it sets my eyes

more focused on the cross—not just
during the Easter season, but every
day. Each program we do at First
Baptist is geared to that thought,
that we fix our eyes on Jesus in the
midst of every storm and joy in this
life, and we celebrate that Jesus is
alive and active in our lives every
day. These truths cause us to worship our Risen King in our church,
work places and homes every day of
our life.
A new song we will soon be learning
together in worship speaks to that
need of our Savior every day. I hope
you will read it, pray it, and sing it.
With love,

Jason

Lord, I Need You // Matt Maher
Lord, I come, I confess
Bowing here, I find my rest
Without You, I fall apart
You're the One
That guides my heart
Lord, I need You
Oh, I need You
Every hour I need You
My one defense
My righteousness
Oh, God how I need You
Where sin runs deep
Your grace is more
Where grace is found,
is where You are
Where You are, Lord I am free
Holiness is Christ in me
Lord, I need You
Oh, I need You
Every hour I need You
My one defense
My righteousness
Oh, God how I need You

Thank you to everyone who came out
and worked hard on
our church-wide
work day!
Michelle Beadle, Jewish Christian,
teaching about Passover and the
Cross at our Passover Seder.

 Religious faith is very
important in my life:
46%
 My primary purpose
of life is to love God
completely: 40%
 The Bible is totally
accurate in all the principles it teaches: 36%
First off, I want to thank everyone for
their help, support, and prayers for Rise
Up With Jesus. One of our visions for FBC
is to be there for this city. Not just in Baton Rouge, but for it. That’s why we’re
intentional about not only serving our
city, but reaching out and proclaiming the
gospel to our neighbors. When we
planned for Rise Up, we wanted it to be a
Christ-centered event where families are
welcomed to come and hear about Jesus.
Family events are amazing! It’s so great
to see families to grow closer to God and
each other. We believe that God has
placed children under the authority of
their parents, and it is the parents' responsibility to teach their children how to
live a life that is pleasing to God. That’s a
huge responsibility and it’s one that we
help with by coming along side parents
and equipping them to share our Biblical
worldview.
I’m so thankful that FBC is a church that
has a heart for children. As I write this,
I’m listening to researcher Geroge Barna
talk about adolescent theology. These
facts are sobering and motivating to me
(percentages are preteens who agree
with the statements):
 The Bible, Koran, & Book of Mormon all
teach the same spiritual truths: 80%
 Satan is not a real being, just a symbol
of evil: 70%
 A good person/one who does enough
good things can earn salvation: 68%
 God is the all-knowing, all-powerful
creator of universe and still rules it today: 58%
 Eternal destiny is not determined by
what we believe about/relate to Jesus
Christ: 57%
 Jesus Christ did/may have sinned while
He lived on earth: 56%

 Jesus Christ may have been crucified,
but He never had a physical resurrection: 32%
 I have a personal responsibility to share
my religious beliefs: 19%
 I believe there is such a thing as
absolute moral truth: 18%

her for 90 days. Instead of focusing on
behavior modification, she was challenged to help her child see herself the
way God sees her.
Beth said it was tough. She had to bite
her tongue…a lot…but after months of
praying and sharing scripture and truth,
God opened her heart. Beth’s daughter
became a follower of Jesus. And you
know what came from that? She started
making wiser clothing choices.
I’m not telling you to stop disciplining
your children. In fact, the words discipline
and disciple are connected. We need to
take a look at the root of the issue.
Beth shared this picture of a tree.

To paraphrase children’s minister
Roger Fields: Our calling is to
reach boys and girls for God. It is
too serious to be taken lightly, too
urgent to be postponed, too vital
to be ignored, too relevant to be
overlooked, too significant to be
trivialized, too eternal to be
fleeting and too passionate to be
quenched.
Hearing these figures puts a fire in
your gut to reach these kids, right?
But there’s not an easy button to hit to
reach all of them in one go. That’s why
I’m so thankful for our volunteers who
spend time cultivating one-on-one friendships with our kids. Through the relationships they build week by week, they help
point kids to Jesus and understand the
truth of our Creator.
Speaking of God’s truths, I wanted to
share this true story of a mom who was
challenged to speak only truths about
God to her child.
Her name is Beth and she was having
some issues with one of her girls. Beth
said that one day before school she made
her kid change outfits twice until she finally put on something more appropriate
for school. Her heart broke as she realized that she wasn’t reaching her daughter. Beth know her child was most likely
just changing back into the somewhat
skimpy outfit once she left the house.
So she went to a trusted friend and talked
about raising Godly kids. The friend challenge Beth to only speak God’s truth to

We must be diligent and sharing God’s
truths. Our kids need to know that God
loves them and that they are wonderfully
made by Him for His glory.
As we do lessons and activities in our
ministry, one of our goals is to focus on
heart transformation not behavior modification. I like how LifeWay puts it: When
we heap behavior modification onto a
broken soul, we’re actually adding a burden, not introducing freedom in Christ.
Simply put, Christ has to be at the center
of everything we do. Put Christ in the
center and He will produce the heart
transformation.
Love you all!

David

Please be in prayer for the visiting team members who
will be leading us during the Lay Renewal Weekend:
Claire and Mike Conner, Coordinators
Caitlin and Scott Brand
Sandy Cormier
Sissy and Tim Duck
Charlene and Otis DuPont
Julie and Stuart Eubanks
Mandy and Billy Gibbs
Angie and Terry Hoychick
Judy and Johnny Jeans
Nikki and Jerry Kirby
Donna Kirchharr
Don Lalonde

Heather LaPrarie
Donna and Wesley Lavergne
Elizabeth and Steven Martin
Kim and Frank Ott
Bonnie and Marshall Parten
Cindy and Waylon Peterson
Kathy and Gerald Poole
Lanita and Terry Sloane
Leah Snell
Dixie and Jerry Thurman
Betty and David Whitaker
Jan Williams

Weekend Schedule
Thursday, April 21
5:00 pm

24-Hour Prayer Vigil begins

Friday, April 22
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:15 pm
9:00 pm

Fellowship dinner for entire church family
General Session: children, youth and adults meet in sanctuary
Planned activities for children &youth; adult small discussion groups
Everyone meets in sanctuary for group reports and closing prayer time

Saturday, April 23
9:30 am
10:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00-2:00
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
7:30 pm
8:15 pm
9:00 pm

Nursery opens, children and youth activities begin
Coffee in church members’ homes for adults
Church-wide lunch in Fellowship Hall
Separate men’s and women’s meetings;
Youth and children continue with their activities
Nursery opens
Fellowship dinner for entire church family in Fellowship Hall
General Session: children, youth and adults meet in sanctuary
Planned activities for children & youth; adult small discussion groups
Everyone meets in sanctuary for group reports and closing prayer time

Sunday, April 24
9:30 am
10:45 am
6:00 pm

Sunday School - Visiting Team leads Adults/Collegiates in sanctuary
Youth and Children led by respective visiting teams
Morning worship service
Church-wide Evaluation Service // This will be an opportunity to openly discuss
and evaluate the weekend, and to share what the Holy Spirit has said to us. This is
the highlight of the weekend. Don’t miss it!

Sunday, April 17
6:00 pm
$20 for adults
$10 for kids
$10 for burgers & hot dogs
Call to RSVP today!
343-0397

