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What Does The Bible Say About…?

Marriage
God’s Design
Genesis 2:18, 21-25
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him.”… So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while
he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the LORD
God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the
man said, "This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
Woman, because she was taken out of Man." Therefore a man shall leave his father and his
mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife
were both naked and were not ashamed.

Effects of Curse
Genesis 3:16-19
To the woman he said, “I will surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall
bring forth children. Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” And
to Adam he said,“Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the
tree of which I commanded you, ‘You shall not eat of it,’ cursed is the ground because of
you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth
for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.”

Malachi 2:14
But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and the wife
of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife
by covenant.
1 Corinthians 7:2-5
But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife
and each woman her own husband. The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights,
and likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own
body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a
limited time, that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so
that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.
Hebrews 13:4
Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.
Matthew 5:28
But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.

Husbands
Ephesians 5:25
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
1 Peter 3:7
Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the
woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your
prayers may not be hindered.
Colossians 3:19
Husbands, love your wives, and do not be harsh with them.

Ephesians 5:28
In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself.

Wives
Genesis 2:18
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a
helper fit for him.”…
Ephesians 5:22-24
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife
even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the
church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.
1 Peter 3:1
Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the
word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives,
1 Corinthians 7:39
A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be
married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.

Biblical Divorce
Matthew 19: 4-9
“Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and
female, and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What
therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” They said to him, “Why then did
Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send her away?” He said to
them, “Because of your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but
from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”

Malachi 2:16
“For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel,
covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit,
and do not be faithless.”
1 Corinthians 7:10-16
To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife should not separate from her
husband (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her
husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. To the rest I say (I, not the Lord)
that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he
should not divorce her. If any woman has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents
to live with her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy
because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband.
Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving
partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has
called you to peace. For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or
how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife?

