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Dear Del Rey Church, 

I must begin this letter of sorts with an urgent tone. Forgive me, but this is the context of youth ministry. 

Our generation is witnessing an increasing access to every imaginable temptation, quite literally at one’s 
fingertips. What vices might have been considered unthinkable for children not long ago are overtaking many 
at ever younger ages. The wicked counsel of the world  has been packaged and presented in such friendly 
a manner that it is given honorary treatment within our homes. Characteristically, this is evident within 
the youth subculture of the Church where many kids deny God entirely with little more than a pebble of a 
challenge to their ostensible faith. 

This last year I have been forced to become a student of the times, and became aware of the massive pull 
towards secularism that exists right under our noses. We are all enchanted in some way. Let us not assume 
that measures of biblical conformity in one degree buffet all vestiges of worldliness. 

For parents to recognize the immense task of raising up a child in the ways of the Lord therefore requires 
first an honest assessment of their own personal faith. A child’s primary means for discipleship should 
undoubtedly be his/her parents. I am as a youth worker blessed that DRC, as a matter of stewardship, 
prioritizes God’s given responsibility for parents to be training their children in the Lord. Our aim in what we 
do in the Youth Group and in AWANA is, consequently, not to substitute parents’ roles, but to assist, and to 
do so in alignment with DRC’s philosophy of ministry as it pertains to family. 

Yet urgency for what we do remains. In 2015 our Youth Group did some topical studies on the development 
of youth culture and the use of media. It doesn’t take much for a teenager to discretely access whatever they 
want and contact whoever they want without parental oversight. However, the majority of the year has been 
spent in the gospel of Mark. With our strong leadership team we continue to see the fruit of the gospel. 

God is truly at work. I am amazed by the deep gospel conversations we have had this year, and we pray for 
more of those moments of sincerity with the Lord for these precious kids. Last year three of the kids were 
baptized and even more have professed a desire to do so this year. 

Meanwhile our Awana program has eighty three registered kids. We have more volunteers than we’ve had 
in the past. My goal for this year was to have increased involvement from our non-volunteering parents. 
Recently we had a “Dress Like Your Parents and Bring Them” night. Most parents showed up and stayed 
through out the night. We’ll also be hosting a Pine-Wood Derby later on this year. All in all, Awana has been 
making great strides. 

I hope you are filled with great hope for the Lord in your children’s lives. I hope that you pray for them and 
with them regularly. I trust God is moving in our youth! I see a passion for our wonderful Jesus in them. They 
are keen and hungry for the truth of God’s Word. I pray this year is a tremendous one for them and for you in 
your walk with Jesus.

Please, feel free to contact me with questions or suggestions. 

Sincerely,

Adam Payton
Missional Director



Claris Health 

Claris works in West Los Angeles as a pro-life 
resource and counseling center on matters relating 
to pregnancy, abortion and sexual diseases. They 
provide medical services and an array of support, free 
for the uninsured. They are one of the only available 
pro-life organizations working in the West Side. They 
recently moved head quarters the medical campus of 
Centinella Hospital.

Hendrix, Cory & Naji

Cory Hendrix works with an associate organization of 
CRU called Global Services Associates. Naji works with 
a Christian broadcasting company that broadcasts into 
the Middle East. They moved to Irvine at the beginning 
of 2014. Meanwhile Cory has been established with 
professional soccer teams in the area as a chaplain. 

Davis, Matt & Kim

They moved to London with Reach Global in 
the  summer of 2013. London represents a huge 
opportunity for the gospel as it is not only the capital 
of England, but also a culturally diverse city with a 
dwindling evangelical community. The Davis family is 
working with churches in the area to reach London 
for Christ. They have struck up many promising 
partnerships in the areas of sports, the arts and 
church planting. 

*Holmquist, Daniel & Melissa

Based in Lancaster, CA, the Holmquists work 
with Church  Assistance  Ministry. Daniel is the 
newly appointed President. Their shift away from 
ReachGlobal  however has afforded Daniel a continuity 
of the same type of work. CAM focuses on training 
churches in church planting, discipleship, pastoral 
leadership and church transitions. They are looking 
to expand their team and establish partnerships in 
around the world in Latin America, East & South Asia 
and Europe. 

Floyd, Rick & Melanie

Long-time missionaries with Wycliffe Bible Translators, 
the Floyds now work at Biola University where Rick 
serves as the head of SIL’s Linguistics program. As 
such he is responsible for the programs and classes 
offered to train and raise up a new generation of Bible 
translators. Melanie is also serving as the director 
of children’s ministry at Grace EvFree Church. Rick 
continues to consult translations projects in Latin 
America. 

AMG Guatemala (new)

Susan Jones and her husband, once members of
DRC, started a nutritional center in Guatemala in
2003. The center feeds over 300 people and
offers medical services. They also operate various
community health and development projects. In 2014 
they handed over their projects to AMG. Jim Butcher 
and Adam Payton visited Guatemala in November of 
2015. We are excited at the opportunity to continue 
be part of this great ministry. 

Freeman, Richard 

Dr. Freeman works with Chosen People Ministries 
as the Vice President of Church Ministries. He is a 
believing Jew and travels the county training churches 
in Jewish evangelism. He also equips churches
to better understand the Jewish roots of Christian 
faith. He has spoken numerous times at DRC and is a 
blessing to have on our team.

Ostendorff, Howard & Aileen

After one year in Kenya as the Freedom in Christ 
Ministries Africa Director, they have made a lot of 
progress. FICM equips Christians in America to 
experience spiritual freedom and spread that freedom 
to others. Their goal is to raise up country directors 
across Africa for FICM in as little as five years. So far 
they have established key church partners in Kenya 
and have been traveling Africa to appoint country 
directors. 
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Ott, Craig

Dr. Ott serves as the Chair of the missions department 
at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in Illinois. He has 
authored a number of books on missions
and church planting. He still travels around the world 
speaking at various indigenous church network 
conferences. Recently he has been visiting Nepal 
where the church is rapidly growing, in addition to 
his strong ties to seminaries in Germany. In 2015 he 
also established  new relationship with persecuted 
Christians in  Egypt. 

Warren, George & Donna

After returning from the Venezuela with Reach 
Global, the Warrens have been serving as members 
of a missionary care team for RG. Based in Fullerton, 
CA their responsibilities include training outgoing 
missionaries and teams and debriefing them when 
they are on home assignment. Donna’s mother 
passed away, and while difficult, they are able to now 
travel more frequently together. They also have been 
visiting Haiti to help RG strengthen the team there. 

*Stromberg, Matt & Becca

In August of 2015 they returned to Tanzania. Their 
first term was a temporary two-year commitment. 
However, they have decided to make Tanzania their 
permanent mission. They serve as English teachers 
for Gujarati Indians, using that platform as a means to 
reach them with the gospel. In 2014 Matt received his 
teaching credentials and Becca gave birth to their first 
child, Joseph. Many new relationships are being built 
because of little Joseph.

Zaretsky, Tuvya (new)

As part of the founding team of Jews For Jesus, Tuvya 
continues to play a critical role for the organization. 
He is the director of Staff Development, overseeing all 
their missionaries and their training. He also serves as 
the chairman of the JFJ Israel office. He travels often 
but is otherwise based out of Los Angeles. Tuvya has 
been spending more time on another project he 
helped create, an outreach to Jewish-Gentile couples. 

Wagner, Stephen

Steve lives in Kansas working with the pro-life 
advocacy organization called Justice For All. He serves 
as the Executive Director, a position he was promoted 
to in 2014. He wrote the book, “Common Ground 
Without Compromise,” a piece that seeks to move the 
abortion dialogue from debate to conversation. Last 
year we were blessed to have them put on a seminar 
to train us in how to have meaningful conversations 
with people who are not pro-life. 

Zeller, Eric & Heather (new)

The Zellers are fresh on the field having just arrived 
in India this last year. They work with Amiela in New 
Delhi and hare started a seminary to train pastors, an 
opportunity not widely available for Indian believers. 
So far the first year has been successful. However, 
their fifth child, Moses, was born with club feet. They 
are in Texas currently for his treatment. 

*Tabiendo, Sam & Jill

Based in Spain with Reach Global, the Tabiendos work 
with a couple of churches and ministry partners. They 
are targeting specific neighborhoods with the gospel 
and hope to see a number of church plants soon. 
They also work with refugees, immigrants and prisons 
proclaiming Jesus among them. They are currently 
taking an undetermined amount of time to be in 
Chicago for personal development. The Tabiendos 
also gave away their daugther Olivia in marriage. 

INDIA MISSIONS TRIP

In September 2015 DRC took a team to NE India to 
serve among the Meitei people group with Pastor 
Ranjit. We taught on the purpose and function of the 
Church. Some of our seminars addressed what are 
the roles of pastors and members and what makes a 
healthy church. Pastor Ranjit’s goal is to start a church 
planting movement amont the Meitei. In September 
of 2015 we’ll return there to teach on marriage and 
family discipleship. 

Miss ions  Update
Continued...

*notes a change in ministry
(new) notes addition of missionary in 2014




