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audacious
AUDACIOUS was the key word for 2017 at
the Christian Church of Clarendon Hills. As
we intentionally took strides toward becoming a
group of people living on mission every day with
Jesus, we had to come to grips with a surprising
reality. Of all the ways God could have chosen
to make Jesus known to the world, He chose to
use us. His planet-changing plan is to amplify
His love through our imperfect lives. That’s
AUDACIOUS! And we dared to believe it.
We equipped ourselves to live on mission
with Jesus daily by BLESSing others around
us. BLESS stands for: B – Begin with prayer,
L – Listen, E – Eat, S – Serve, and S – Share
your story of what Jesus has done in your life.
As a result we continued to witness our friends
take steps toward faith in Jesus. Many even
accepted Jesus as their Savior and were baptized
as you will see in this report.
Additionally in 2017 we completed construction
on our long-awaited Student Center. This
has been a needed catalyst for reaching out to
Jr. High and High School students and their
families in our area. We especially praise God
because He resourced us to build this space with
cash, debt-free!
Inside this report are stories of life-change and
stories of impact. They are the stories of people
being AUDACIOUS as together we help people
find new life in Jesus Christ.
Much love,

Matthew Rogers

NICOLE SANGPEAL

Growing up as a Catholic I always had faith in God but I also always felt
like something was missing. I had driven past CCCH plenty of times but
it wasn’t until my voting poll was located there that pushed me to check it
out on a Sunday. I remember coming to Orphan Sunday and absolutely
fell in love with everything! I loved the music, message and overall vibe. I
immediately signed up for First Step because I craved more of what I felt and
attended Next Steps soon after. Since the first day of attending CCCH I
have not missed a service. I actually want to be at church every Sunday,
which is something I never felt before. I knew that I wanted to get involved, learn more, and meet new
people. Nine months after attending I decided to get baptized and now serve with the worship team.
CCCH is exactly what I had been looking for to help me find and understand my faith.

I’m a happy mother of four beautiful
children. I was raised in a religious household,
so God has always been a part of my life.
At some point in my young adult years I
stopped talking to God. After living my life
without God my life was always like a roller
coaster – so many ups and downs, always
stressed out, always caring about what other
people thought of me – I was not happy.
After I became a mom I knew I needed to
change. We tried going to different churches
but I was still missing the connection with
God that I once had. One of my best friends
told me about CCCH. We decided to give it
a try. When we came to service the first time
we absolutely loved it! We attended First and
Next Steps and got involved in a Life Group.
I feel that being a part of CCCH has made
me see that I’m ready to
keep learning and continue
on this journey with my
family. We trust him and
know he loves us.
Miriam Villanueva

TEMILOLU SLACK

MIRIAM VILLANUEVA

my journey
In 2017 after 20 years with
AT&T that included 2
office closures, the stress
of it all caused my health
to decline. I applied for
disability but was denied. I
was devastated, felt helpless
and alone. I tried reading
my Bible and TV church worship but found
myself sad and feeling depressed. My mother
encouraged me to go to church but my excuse
was I haven’t found a church home, when
in reality I hadn’t looked. Although I had
driven by CCCH many times before this
one time was different. The little pond and
waterfall just seemed calming to me as I drove
past crying. I finally decided I would try the
church and attended the next Sunday. When
I walked in I instantly felt the warmth, like I
had just received a hug. Everyone was so nice,
they smiled and told me good morning and
even opened doors for me. People sitting near
me invited me to go to the welcome center
after service, which I did and was made to feel
even more welcomed. I attended First and
Next Steps and felt a sense of urgency to get
baptized and become a member of CCCH.
If not for the love, encouragement, blessings
and fellowship from the church I don’t know
where I would be.

KYLE ISABELLI

This past year we have seen many exciting
changes in the student ministries at CCCH.
Whether it has been program changes, mindset
changes, or heart changes, God has done His
amazing work through these changes.

PROGRAM CHANGE:

student ministry
With the addition of the new Student
Center, our programs for 5th-12th grade
took a shift in the Fall. Sunday mornings gave
middle school and junior high students new
opportunities to study and learn the Bible
through interactive teaching, personal study
Bible guides, and discussion of application
with one another. High School Students have
also engaged in more service opportunities
on Sunday mornings, engaging in first
impressions, worship, and children’s ministry.
As well, High School Youth Group (Pulse),
now meets consistently in the Student Center
on Sunday nights. Junior High (Blast!) and
Middle School (56ers) Youth Groups meet
Wednesday nights. Creating a youth group
feel with games and snacks, along with
sticking to our core values of teaching God’s
Word and small groups, students are excited
to be a part of what God is doing through the
programs in the new Student Center.

HEART CHANGE:

MINDSET CHANGE:

Since our programs changed, our students
have started to develop an “inviter mindset.”
For any and all of our programs, we want
our students to feel like they can invite
their friends; and inviting they have! Since
August, there have been over 60 new students
that have come to our programs, and many
have consistently come back or even attended
some longer events, like the 5th-8th Grade Fall
Retreat. The more students feel comfortable
inviting their friends, the more comfortable
and confident they feel in talking to their
friends about Jesus, praying for their friends,
and living out their faith. We continue to
pray for their minds to always be aware of
how they can introduce their friends to
xperiencing new life in Jesus.

We love seeing students experience new life
in Jesus in various ways, and it always starts
in their hearts. One of the best ways to really
allow God to change one’s heart is to spend
some quality time away from normal life and
really focus on God. We witnessed this at CIY
Move and CIY Mix this summer. High school
students sharing their struggles with anxiety,
self-worth, and unrealistic expectations and
surrendering those fears to Jesus; Junior High
students sharing their heart for reaching their
family members who don’t know Jesus; God
was at work shaping and molding hearts that
mirror His heart. Even one middle school
student shared on the Fall Retreat, “I’ve never
been to this type of church, but this is the
closest I have ever felt to God after this
weekend.” Praise God!
In all of these changes, one thing stays
constant: our devotion to helping students
experience new life in Jesus. 2017 brought
some amazing changes to CCCH Student
Ministries; so we praise God for His work and
are expectant He will do even greater things
in 2018 so that more students can experience
new life in Jesus.

The church camp project at
Villa Peniel was started some
twelve years ago now by the
Colombian churches. It was
intended to serve the school
and the church for youth camps
and leadership training seminars. The popularity of the
camp proved to be so great that
very quickly the number of
people attending events there
outstripped the facilities that
the church had been able to
provide.
While for school
outings they could limit the
number approved for each
day camp, once a youth camp
had been announced there
was no way to control how
many showed up. As for many
events well over one hundred
arrived at the camp, there were
only beds for 48. The church
appealed to me and to the
American churches for help
in developing the camp more
rapidly. It was at that point I
decided to move back to Villavicencio from Bogotá and head up
this effort. The first step was to
purchase an adjoining lot and
then develop the infrastructure,
such as water and electricity.
Next we began to work on additional housing. In the six years
now we have added an additional

48 more beds. The current cabin
that is very nearly complete,
the one that the Christian
Church of Clarendon Hills took
on as a special project through
the Ridiculous Campaign, will
add an additional sixteen beds
within the next few weeks.
At the same time we have
constructed a meeting pavilion
and the roof for a sports
complex, making the camp a
very versatile and functional
place for the churches in
Colombia.
The camp is now used two
or three times every week for
outings for the Christian day
school. The younger children
go for a day camp and the
older ones will spend two days
and one night there. On top of
that we hold youth camps several
times each year for the region
and for the national churches.
Leadership training seminars
are held there for the local
church and for the churches
in the jungle/prairie region as
well. Events like Sunday school
teachers training seminars are
held yearly as well. Over the
Easter weekend we hold a Deaf,
Family, and Friends camp that
focuses on winning people

of the deaf culture to Christ
and incorporating them into
the church as well. Our scout
troop uses the camp every
Saturday for its meetings and
for campouts once a month as
well. The camp is a popular
place to hold Quinceañera or
Sweet Fifteen birthday parties
for our girls and for weddings
also. So as you can see, the camp
is used extensively throughout
the entire year and it would be
rare the week there is not one
or two events being held there
for the benefit of the individual
attending and for the church
as well. We are honored and
thrilled that CCCH has chosen
to help us move forward in such
a generous and effective manner
to make the camp even more
useful and so we can serve more
people comfortably. I personally
thank you, and the Colombian
church has repeatedly expressed
their thanks for your help in this
project. May God bless you in
a special way just as you have
partnered with us to be such
a special blessing to the Lord’s
people in Colombia!

DALE MEADE

colombia missions

safe families
We first heard about Safe Families for Children
at CCCH’s first Orphan Sunday in November
2016. Orphan Sunday was hosted by the Hope
for Children ministry in response to the new
missions partnership with Bethany Christian
Services. We were intrigued to learn of an
organization that supported at-risk kids during
a temporary crisis and helped prevent neglect or
abuse; however, the concept of taking kids into
our home (whether it be adoption, foster care
or temporary care) was never something we ever
discussed prior to that Sunday. But our whole
family had just been to the Dominican Republic
on the CCCH mission trip earlier that summer,
and we were pleasantly surprised at how well
our kids (ages 15 and 13) interacted with
and loved the kids there; we felt like this was
something God was leading us to do. So, we
decided to attend a training session and move
forward. The approval process was relatively
quick with some fingerprinting and background
checks, an application, reference letters and a
home visit. We were approved within six weeks
and began getting need requests from Safe
Families almost immediately.

We decided to respond to a need for a sevenmonth-old little girl whose mother was going
to be in the hospital for a week. Our time with
her was special that week and after she left, we
were all excited to find another need. What
we didn’t know, was that we would end up
hosting that same little girl nearly every month
for the next nine months as her mother continued
with health issues. This was certainly not what
we expected, nor a typical Safe Family situation.
However, our family grew to love this little girl
and she brought us much joy, and closer as a
family as well. Unfortunately, this particular
case ended in a foster care placement for her
(and her siblings). While the attachment
factor was greater than expected with her (given
the longer-term nature of our hosting), we trust
that God remains in control of the situation.
CCCH’s Hope for Children Ministry was an
enormous help to us during our hosting. They
helped us get car seats, strollers, clothing and
provided some critical babysitting services when
needed. We saw God at work in so many ways
as we went about our normal daily activities
with this little girl in tow. It gave us an
automatic and easy way to talk about our faith,
the enormous needs that are out there, and our
responsibility as Christians to help the most
vulnerable. We are looking forward to taking
in more children in 2018 and would encourage
anyone who is considering it to take that step
of faith.

To learn more about the
Safe Families for Children ministry
or the Hope for Children ministry
at CCCH, please contact
Joanna Kruse at
jokr76@comcast.net
or 630-725-0686.

bless practices
A LOOK BACK AT SOME OF OUR BLESS STORIES OF 2017

“People don’t care what
you know until they
know that you care.”
I became a Christian 16 years
ago. A spiritual mentor of mine
at that time taught me a practice
then that I’m still using today.
Due to the nature of my work,
I often find myself eating out
at restaurants. When the food
comes, I let the server know that
I’ll be praying over the food and
I ask if there’s anything I can add
to my prayer for that server. In
nearly 16 years, I’ve never had
my request rejected. I’ve caught
people by surprise, but nobody
has ever turned me down. I’ve
had the privilege of praying for
practical requests like a server’s
parents’ safety on an international
trip to prayers for comfort and
peace in the midst of the very
recent loss of a loved one. And,
when one server responded to my
asking her for a prayer request by
looking down at the floor and
saying, “It’s too late for me” I
was able to speak to her about
our great God who mends the
broken.
JIM GUTHRIE

“I can’t imagine a
better way to show the
love of Christ than by
engaging with them in
their time of need.”
As a freelance advertising writer,
I often have time off in between
projects. I recently decided to use
this time to drive for Uber. Little
did I know that this would be an
entirely new way for me to help
those who are hurting. Sometimes people get in the car and
are upbeat – but many times they
are down. Perhaps they’re headed
to the hospital or saddened by
their child’s medical condition.
I began to ask the first name of
the person he/she is concerned
about. I tell him/her that I’d like
to add that person to my prayer
list. People are really open to that.
If they’re worried and scared, I’ll
let them know I have a couple
extra minutes and ask if I can
pray for them. I say a simple,
straightforward prayer but it’s
often very moving…not only
for them, but for me as well. I’ve
found that almost no one will
turn down prayer. I truly thought
they may laugh at me or want
to get into a heated theological
conversation but it has never
gone that way. This encourages
me to continue doing what
I’m doing. I would have never
imagined that my driving for
Uber would have led me to doing
this for others. But now, I can’t
imagine a better way for me to
show the love of Christ.
TODD CRISMAN

“I want to carry
myself in a way that
those around me know I
have Christ in me.”
When a good friend of mine was
placed on life support with no
brain activity and all hope seemed
lost. I found myself in a position
where I could bring the hope
and light of Jesus Christ to her
distraught mother by pointing
her to prayer and away from the
worry of the “what ifs”. I had the
privilege of being in the room
with her family when my friend
woke up after six days. Doctors
were completely dumbfounded.
We all witnessed a miraculous
healing. The doctors knew I
wasn’t family so they asked who
I was. Her mom replied, “He is
our Spiritual Advisor”. I never
thought I would be considered
that to anyone but I want to
make sure that everyone around
me knows that Christ is living in
me and has helped me to be the
person I’ve become. When my
friend was well enough she came
to church with me. She stood in
awe, speechless, just soaking in the
worship service. To see someone
experience God the same way
that I did was so rewarding for
me. I know that I am a tool for
God’s kingdom in my circle of
friends and that drives me to
press on.
Chris’ desire for others to know
Christ the way he now does is so
powerful. This particular story
shows how he has used the last
S in the BLESS practices (Share
who Jesus is and how He has
changed your life) to bring
another person into a relationship
with Jesus.
CHRIS OLSON

It was 2012 and I had just landed in Mumbai,
India on my way to Pune, where I would visit
the site of my company’s existing offices and the
construction site for the new technical center we
were building. I was excited to meet my team face
to face for the first time, but I was completely
unprepared for the journey. I did not realize that
I was landing in a city where over 12 million
people were living inside of 460 square km and
over half of them did not have reliable access
to electricity, clean water, food, or educational
opportunities. I did not know I would see
very young, malnourished children working in
unhealthy and dangerous conditions. So,
when I arrived at the luxury hotel, was given a
complimentary upgrade, and escorted to a suite; I
became physically ill as the stark contrast
shattered my heart in ways I didn’t yet understand.
Just two months later, my family and I found
ourselves at Feed My Starving Children (FMSC)
in Schaumburg, for the first time. FMSC is a
Christian non-profit dedicated to feeding God’s
children, hungry in body and spirit. There, I
was exposed to God’s heart for those suffering
from starvation and introduced to a solution. I
just didn’t know the full impact it would have
on our lives.

Now, let’s fast forward to 2016. I was a successful
woman with a family and a fast paced
career. I had it all, right? Why then, was I asking
myself over and over, “What am I doing this
for?” That was God tugging at my heart,
leading me to a life changing career move. My
first response was, “Sure, God. No problem.
We’ll just get these kids through college first.”
Sadly, it was months before I realized that waiting
until the kids finished college was my timing,
not God’s. My next response was, “Ok, God,
I get it; sooner rather than later, but surely not
now, right?” Clearly, I am not a great listener,
because it wasn’t until December 2016 that I
realized God’s answer was, “Not just sooner,
NOW!”
Shortly after that “NOW” from God, we began
the Audacious Series here at CCCH: Amplifying
God’s Love with my imperfect life. I thought,
“Well, I definitely have an imperfect life, so if
God is willing to use it and is calling, here I go.”
God was probably thinking, “Finally!”
As a family, we had a lot of changes to make and
I wasn’t sure exactly where to begin, so I prayed,
enlisted an amazing team of prayer warriors,
enrolled in Financial Peace University, and began
my job search. After 7 months of prayer, forming
new habits, searching,
applying, interviewing, and
being turned down for
jobs, it finally happened.
I was offered a position at
FMSC that felt like it was
exactly what God had been
leading me to.  
In mid-July I began my
new role at FMSC and
I haven’t looked back since. I am not saying
that it is perfect, and I am not saying it’s easy.
But, every day when I wake up I know exactly
why I am doing what I do. I truly believe God
called me to this role; helping to feed His kids
around the world. That was boldly confirmed
when I traveled to Haiti to visit with FMSC’s
partners and spend time with kids who have are
receiving our food. I am thankful for the
opportunity to amplify His love with my
imperfect life.

CARRIE L. WIGGINS

feed my
starving children

SAVE THE DATE
CCCH Mobile Pack
Friday, May 11 | Saturday, May 12
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5 YEAR
FINANCIAL DETAILS
2017
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2015
2014
2013

Giving
$2,171,764
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Expenses
$2,338,423
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CCCH financials are reviewed annually by Knutte and Associates of Westmont, IL
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