December 2, 2018 — First Sunday of Advent

Season of the Cross: Purple for Advent

The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness
of God’s actions—past, present, and future. In Advent we hear the prophecies of
the Messiah’s coming as addressed to us—people who wait for the second
coming. In Advent we heighten our anticipation for the ultimate fulfillment of all
Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with the lamb, death will be
swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away. In this way Advent highlights for
us the larger story of God’s redemptive plan.

Advent Introduction
Every year, for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas, we observe the
season of Advent. The word Advent means “a coming" or "an arrival.” The
Old Testament prophet Isaiah described his day as a time of deep darkness
and gloom. Yet, he knew it would not be that way forever. God's Rescuer
would come! The King who would set the world to rights. A child, not a
warrior, who would triumph through weakness Then Jesus came and
everybody was so happy - kind of how you feel when Christmas morning
finally gets here. "The King is here!" they said, but instead of being seated
on a throne, he was hung to a Cross, because His kingdom is not of this
world. Each Sunday during this advent season we will emphasize a
different aspect of the Child-King's reign. He remains the hope of the
world. As we celebrate His first arrival at Christmas, we also look forward
to the time when He will come again and all that Isaiah dreamed will come
to be in His eternal kingdom.

Song of Gathering and Preparation

We prepare our hearts, and bodies for worship by singing about the God we serve.

For Unto Us a Child is Born
O Come All Ye Faithful
Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Advent Theme: Light
The world is stuck. In darkness. In need of rescue. If you've ever been
stuck, you know how desperate it feels. There’s no getting free without
help… Into the darkness a light has dawned. A Rescuer has come! But, a
child? Not the kind of help we expected, but just the help we need.
Something new. Miraculous. A jolt to the system. Coming into the world
from outside the world. To set the world free. Today we light a candle to
celebrate the light of the Child-king 's reign. The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light” (Isaiah 9:2). He has come to show us a
better way. To lead us out of the darkness. The light that dawned at
Christmas will one day set the whole world ablaze. Yet, even now, it is
shining in us. A city on a hill. Light in the darkness.

Call to Worship: Psalm 136:1-3

We read God’s Word, the Bible, together. It reminds us of who God is and what He expects
from us.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it... And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the
Father, full of grace and truth.

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

We pray together, praising God for who He really is (Adoration) and admitting our inability to
live up to what He expects of us (Confession).

Song of Repentance

In this song of repentance we acknowledge our sin and our need of a Savior.

Nations That Long in Darkness Walked
Assurance of Pardon: 2 Corinthians 4:5-6 & Matthew 5:14-16

We read God’s Word together and are reminded that grace and mercy are freely given to all who
have faith in Jesus Christ.

For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with
ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who said, "Let light
shine out of darkness,"has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do
people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives
light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.

Greeting

In Jesus, we have not only been reconciled to God, we have also been reconciled to one another.
Therefore, we greet one another as brothers and sisters.

Song of Praise and Celebration

Our response to God’s free grace is celebratory worship. We express our praise to God for who
He is and what He has done to save us

Angels We Have Heard On High
Joy to the World
Announcements & Kids' Worship Dismissal
Children through kindergarten are dismissed for kids' worship.

Prayer of Thanksgiving & Intercession

We again express in prayer our gratitude to God for what he has done and ask him to continue
to act for our good and the good of others in our community and the world.

Proclamation of God’s Word: Isaiah 9:1-7

A small portion of God’s Word is explained to us and applied to our own lives.

1 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the
latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2 The people who walked in darkness have seen
a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shined. 3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide
the spoil. 4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod
of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5 For every boot of
the tramping warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be
burned as fuel for the fire. 6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and
the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of
the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Sacrament of Communion

The ritual meal of Communion is a sign and seal of the grace we have in Jesus. That is, it
symbolizes the work Christ did for our salvation (sign) and communicates the grace and mercy
we have been given (seal) as a result of His death and resurrection.

Song of Response & Sending

We respond to the good news of God’s mercy and grace by singing again of His goodness and
greatness.

Hark the Herald Angels Sing
Benediction

Because the hand of God’s wrath was raised against Jesus, we now receive the hand of God’s
blessing as we are sent out to live our lives to the glory of God.

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;
May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.

Sermon Series: Advent: The Reign of the Child King
Sermon Title: “Light in the Darkness”
Date: December 2, 2018
I. A LAND OF DEEP DARKNESS

God has come into the world from outside the world to save the world.

II. WONDERFUL COUNSELOR

The Incarnation is a miracle. Christianity is supernatural.

III. THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

We are the light of the world, a city on a hill (Matthew 5:14-16).

Discussion Questions

(Our goal for this Advent season is that we would experience wonder. Like children on
Christmas morning, that we would get wrapped up in the excitement of the Christmas
story. So instead of discussing the sermon, try to capture a sense of wonder as you
meet together. Sing songs together. Go caroling. Throw a party. Pray and just adore
God together. Share testimonies of what He means to you.)

CELEBRATING ADVENT
Family Worship Guide
Week 1: Dec 2-8
Advent Theme: Light
The world is stuck. In darkness. In need of rescue. If you've
ever been stuck, you know how desperate it feels. There’s
no getting free without help. … Into the darkness a light has
dawned. A Rescuer has come! But, a child? Not the kind of
help we expected, but just the help we need. Something
new. Miraculous. A jolt to the system. Coming into the world
from outside the world. To set the world free. Today we light
a candle to celebrate the light of the Child-king 's reign. The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light”
(Isaiah 9:2). He has come to show us a better way. To lead
us out of the darkness. The light that dawned at Christmas
will one day set the whole world ablaze. Yet, even now, it is
shining in us. A city on a hill. Light in the darkness.

Begin by singing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appears
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel
O come, Thou Day-Spring come
And cheer our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death’s dark shadows put to flight
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel

Read Isaiah 9:1-2; 6-7 together:
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shined… For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 ESV)

Turn off all the lights in the house to illustrate darkness
and then ask the following questions:
1. Why is darkness so scary?
2. When the Bible describes the world as a place of darkness,
what does it mean? How does that help us understand what’s
wrong with the world?
3. What happens if we shine a light into the darkness?

As you talk about light, light the first Advent candle and
read the Advent theme above.
The Bible says that Jesus is the “light of the world” (John
8:12). What do you think that means? The Bible also says that
we are the “light of the world” (Matthew 5:14-16). What does
that mean?

Pray together:
Adore God for who He is and what He has done for you. Give
thanks for the gift of Jesus, the light of the world. Ask the
Holy Spirit to help you “let your light shine.”

redeemerwh.org/advent

Announcements

Greeting this morning is the Lear & Bennett Community Groups.

Winter Schedule: Take a look at the last page of the Worship Folder for a full list of
Events in December and January.
Christmas Party: Our Christmas Party will be Saturday, December 15 at 6pm at the
Sizemore's Home (227 Lake Link Rd). Childcare will be available at the church from
5:45-8:15pm. This event is for adults only.
Christmas Eve: We will have two Candlelight Christmas Eve Services on Monday,
December 24, here at Redeemer City. Those services will be at 5 & 6:30pm.
Childcare will be available through pre-k.
Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our online newsletter (redeemerwh.org/newsletter) and our mobile app
(redeemerwh.org/app).
Worship Set List: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find
the playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: redeemerwh.org/RCCmusic.

Grace makes us generous as it abounds to us. God himself is generous. It is his
nature as Trinity to be overflowing in self-giving love towards others. We see this
most clearly in Jesus. Grace powerfully secures us in God’s love in the gift of His
Son to meet our every need.
Grace makes us generous as it abounds in us. Grace powerfully produces love,
joy, peace, and hope in us in ALL things at ALL times for EVERY good work.
Grace makes us generous as it abounds through us. Every good gift God gives
comes to us on its way to someone else. He blesses to make us a blessing, not for
our own sake. Grace powerfully opens our hearts and hands to the needs of the
world.

graceabounding.org
redeemerwinterhaven.org | (863) 298-9849
Mobile App: redeemerwh.org/app | facebook.com/redeemerwhc

