
Advent Introduction

Every year, for the four Sundays leading up to Christmas, we observe the
season of Advent. The word Advent means “a coming or an arrival.”
Christians live in the Time Between. The Already and the Not-Yet. The
span separating Jesus’ first coming, as a baby in a manger in Bethlehem,
and his second coming, in glory, to judge the living and the dead. As such,
it is a time to acknowledge the present darkness - the disappointment,
brokenness, suffering and pain that characterize life in this present world.
But to hold it in tension with the promise of the future consummation of
the kingdom, and to watch and wait. Each Sunday during this Advent
season we will look at who Jesus claims to be in his own words. These I
AM statements also reveal the deep soul longings in all of us that will only
be met when faith becomes sight and we walk by the light of his glory.

Sunday, December 22, 2019
"I AM the Resurrection & the Life”



Song of Gathering

All People of the Newborn King

Call to Worship: Micah 5:2-5

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans
of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall
give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then
the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall
stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty
of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he
shall be great to the ends of the earth. And he shall be their peace.

Advent Theme: Joy

Jesus is not ‘”okay” with death. In a world where death is a painful and
unavoidable tragedy that comes to us all, that’s the only good news
around. The Bible says that Jesus has defeated death. So for those
belong to him, death has become a servant that will, ironically, one day
usher you into eternal life. Still, we're all so scared of death, and we avoid
it all costs. We'll do anything to live a little bit longer. Realizing we can't
stop death, we try to make friends with it, saying, “It’s okay, death is just
a part of life…” Jesus came to defeat death once and for all, saying “I am
the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.
Do you believe this?” As we light the fourth candle of Advent, we ask the
Spirit to ignite our faith

O Holy Night

Praising God & Confessing Our Sins

The Good News: Luke 2:8-14

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled
with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”



Season of the Cross: Purple for Advent
The season of Advent, a season of waiting, is designed to cultivate our
awareness of God’s actions—past, present, and future. In Advent, we hear
the prophecies of the Messiah’s coming as addressed to us—people who
wait for the second coming. In Advent, we heighten our anticipation for the
ultimate fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down
with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away.
In this way Advent highlights for us the larger story of God’s redemptive plan.

Greeting

Songs of Praise

What Child is This?
Silent Night

Thanking God & Praying for Others

Scripture Reading & Sermon

John 11:1-6, 14-15, 17-44 (see insert)

Sacrament of Communion

His Heart Beats

Songs of Response & Sending

Is He Worthy?

Benediction

May the LORD bless you and keep you;
May the LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

May the LORD turn His face toward you and give you His peace,
Both now and forevermore. Amen.



Proclamation of God 's Word: Pg 897 in Pew Bible
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her
sister Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped
his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent to
him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he
said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and
her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed
two days longer in the place where he was.

14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15 and for your sake I
am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.”
17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19 and
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to
Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23
Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I
know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in
me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the
world.”

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard
it, she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into
the village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the
Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly
and go out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to
weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she
fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly
troubled. 34 And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him,
“Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he
loved him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes
of the blind man also have kept this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he
has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone.
And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of
the people standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43
When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them,
“Unbind him, and let him go.”

John 11:1-6, 14-15, 17-44 (ESV)



Sermon Series: Advent: The Coming of I AM
Sermon Title: I AM the Resurrection & the Life
Date: December 22, 2019

I. God’s Mysterious Delays

II. From Creed to Jesus

III. The Heart of the Savior

IV. The Power of the Savior

V. Do You Believe This?



Contact
Phone #: (863) 298-9849
redeemerwh.org/app
redeemersouthwest.org

A congregation of Redeemer Winter Haven, PCA

Student Ministry
Our youth group meets Wednesday nights from 6:30 - 8:00pm at Redeemer City Church
(1410 Dundee Road) for grades 6th to 12th. Contact Michelle Gilmore if you have any

questions: michellemariegilmore@gmail.com.

Community Groups
Sunday mornings are great, but there’s not much time to really get to know anyone or build
relationships. Community groups are our way of doing that. They are bi-monthly informal
small groups that meet in homes and are the primary way of “connecting” with others at

Redeemer Southwest Church. Please contact Rodney Barton
(rodney@redeemerwinterhaven.org) for more info.

Blasio Group
Blasio99@aol.com

Copeland/Conway Group
bwcopeland@gmail.com

Scholten/ Gall Group
jenniferscholten@gmail.com

Announcements

Christmas Eve: For our annual Candlelight Christmas Eve service we will join with
Redeemer City (1410 Dundee Road). There will be two different service times: 4
& 5:30pm. Childcare will be available through pre-k.

Ministry Opportunity: Project Love, a mission project through St John’s Methodist
Church, is collecting donations to provide hams or turkeys to the Eloise and Wahneta
area families. If interested, $15 buys one and you can give Karen Schreiber a check
made payable to “Project Love.”

Men’s Breakfast: Guys, mark your calendars for Saturday, January 11, 8am at
Redeemer City. We'll join the men from Redeemer City in Covenant Hall for a nice
breakfast, and spend some time looking over the day's CBR passage, and give details
about discipleship opportunities that are beginning in the Spring.

Get Connected: The best way to stay up-to-date with what’s happening at Redeemer
is through our mobile app (redeemerwh.org/app).

Worship Playlists: Follow our weekly set list on Spotify and Apple Music so that you
can become familiar with the songs that we'll be singing on Sundays. You can find the
playlist on the "RedeemerWH" app (above) or at: redeemerwh.org/RSWmusic.
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