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I am going to talk about a vision of the world that can bring us to a place of joy which is a noble beauty even though we live in a world of much woe.

But first,   I want to tell an illustration,
that some may be familiar with but it is worth repeating.  

Here's the illustration, the analogy:

Imagine a large house in which both deaf and hearing people are all living together. 
As you look into this house you see a man sitting in a room listening to music, he's tapping his foot rhythmically and snapping his fingers and his body is swaying. 
You know what's happening. 
He's listening to music and obviously enjoying himself. His whole body wants to respond to the music he is hearing.

A deaf man opens the door and enters the room he sees this man and walks over to him and begins watching. 
He thinks to himself, “He seems to be enjoying himself, I think I'll try that too.” 
So the deaf man sits down next to the first man and begins to imitate him. 
Awkwardly and haltingly at first, he tries to snap his fingers, tap his feet and move like the man next to him. 
After a little practice the deaf man slowly begins to snap and sway pretty much in time with the first man just from watching and trying.  
But even though he gets fairly good at keeping in time he shrugs and says to himself, “It's not as much fun as it looks.”

Someone seeing these two men might think both men are doing the same thing and not notice subtle differences. 
But is there a difference? Absolutely! 
The first man hears the music and all his actions are in response to and expressive of the music that he hears. 
The deaf man is only imitating the outward actions. 
As a result he doesn't enjoy it much, he might not keep it up very long and will not do it very well. 

When Larry used this illustration the music was the love God has for each of us, 
that love 
that is intrinsic to the world he has made 
because forever, forever 
there has been love 
rich and full, complete and perfect, 
between the Father, the Son and the Spirit.  

I am using this illustration to show another facet of the music from God - 
a story/vision/image of the world, the kingdom of heaven, that can move us if we keep it in our inner being.  
It moved Jesus in Hebrews 12, it was the joy set before him. What did Jesus believe about the world ? 
If we believe what he believed perhaps we can live like him chose  his joy.

I. Jesus knew that the world was full of the presence of God. 
 A. The world is God-bathed. “the whole earth is full of his glory.” Isa. 6:3. Jesus lived in an occupied country with heavy taxes and an emperor cult. There were no modern medicines and so he probably saw more sickness and human pain than most of have.  
Although God laments these terrible things…. and is allowing them for awhile, 
Jesus knew the world is inconceivably good because God is truly here.

II. Jesus knew the kind of presence God has, the kind of person God is, he is  happy, joyful
A. There is  a small verse in 1 Timothy says the “gospel of the blessed God” blessed there is happy, like from the beatitudes. 
He is joyous because of who he is and what he does!  
Jere. 32:14 “I will rejoice in doing them good.”
 
God knows the farthest reaches of the universe and beyond, the smallest living molecule  in the deepest ocean. 
He knows how it all fits together, how space and time work. He knows all beauty, all the time. 
Nothing worries him, at all, ever. 

These are little baby words about the greatness of God, but listen to these old words from Adam Clarke early 1800’s,  God is 
“ the eternal, independant and self existent Being: the Being whose purposes and actions spring from himself, 
without foreign motive or influence: 
he who is absolute in dominion; 
the most pure, the most simple, the most spiritual of all essences; 
infinitely perfect; 
and eternally self-sufficient, needing nothing he has made; illimitable (without limits) in (ih-lim-i-tuh-buhl) his immensity, inconceivable in his mode of existence, and indescribable in his essence; 
known fully only by himself...In a word, a being who from his infinite wisdom , cannot err or be deceived, and from his infinite goodness, can do nothing but what is eternally just and right and kind.”

Because of who God is Jesus could give this advice on living….not to worry, about what is going to happen to you, what you’ll eat or drink, or your clothes. 
Look at the birds, look at the flowers….King Solomon in his best wasn’t like dressed like one of these. Don’t worry for your heavenly Father knows that you need them.”  Mt.6

“Heavenly Father” express something else that he knew. III.Jesus knew that His Father was in the air around him.

It says your “heavenly Father knows what you need” instead it could say the “One in the heavens around you”, 
or even the air, the atmosphere around you. 
Somehow that has been deeply comforting to me. (These ideas are from the Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard, I read it back in ‘99 and it has been comforting ever since and that is why I wanted to share it with you).  
But it is odd to me, because I have known for a long time that God is present equally everywhere, there is nowhere that God is not.  
But this is saying God is as close as the air around you. Nothing stands between God and those who trust in him, he is not off, away somewhere in upper heaven leaving us on our own. 

And in a particular way the Spirit of God lives in us, the way the Spirit lived in the temple of God in the Old Testament.

It is like there is a physical dimension that we see and the spiritual dimension that we don’t see, except on occasion. 
But they are both right here, right now, the kingdom of this world and the kingdom of heaven and Jesus walked like he knew them both. 
You can see that in how he talked with Nicodemus, you must be born again 
or the woman at the well, I’ll give you water that will never run dry 
or when he told the Jews, destroy this temple and I’ll raise it up in three days 
or when he said to the disciples it will be better for you when I go away so that the Comforter will come. 
Or don’t you know I could call on my Father and he would send 12 legions of angels!
He is talking about the “just as true” spiritual reality. 
He walked in this physical world as though heaven, the kingdom of heaven, was right here.

Jesus knew the story of Hagar from Genesis 21, how she was the cast away concubine of Abraham wandering in the desert. She had left her son under a bush because she could not stand to see him die of thirst. 
But “ God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven and said to her, Hagar, what is wrong? Don’t be afraid. For God has heard the voice of the boy there….and God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water.” 

Out of Heaven means, right here, at hand, not far off in the clouds or by the moon, but the hot or cold air all around, touching their bodies. 

One more thing that Jesus knew
IV. He knew that one day all things will be put to rights.  

That our longing for justice will be fulfilled when the King rules. 
Our thirst for spirituality will be met when God makes his home with us completely. 
Our deep desire for relationship will be completed realized when perfection comes. 
And our yearning for beauty will be satisfied when there is a new heavens and a new earth.

Conclusion
So can you feel, imagine this world that Jesus fathomed, grasp? 
A world that is absolutely full of a joyful God who is as close to you as the air. 
And that one day the God given yearnings of our hearts will be satisfied.

I know that Mona knows this music, this image and that is why she has loved Skye the way she has, danced  these steps with the Father.

(I am indebted to Dallas Willard in “The Divine Conspiracy” for the ideas following the first illustration and I am indebted to Larry Kirk for that illustration!)

 
DANCE

Before we talk about the dance, I want us to think about an image.

Sometimes we picture, and there are paintings, that show Jesus standing at the door of your heart knocking.  
Instead of Jesus walking into your heart, 
imagine he is opening the door of his heart and you are walking into his home, world, vision, way of living. 
There is no way we could have opened that door, there is no handle on it from our side. 
Jesus opened it through his suffering obedience. But when Jesus opens the door of his life  and we walk in, we walk into the kind of life he lived.
  
His obedient life expressed costly grace that lead to suffering.  

Mona walked into this life Jesus opened the door to.  It is not the life/dance she would have chosen. But, it is the one where God has met her.  Her life has involved suffering. It is suffering that some would have chosen to escape in some way. 

And that is that dance step I want to talk about, suffering.
Because following Jesus involves suffering and owning up to that brings joy and to have that kind of joy is a noble beauty in our world.

There is truth bubbling up for us as a clear spring of water. But it is covered up with dead leaves of lies, misconceptions, avoidances.  

A subtle lie is this, 
God wants me to have a “happy” life. He does, but not that kind of “happy.” 
Influenced by our culture, parents, our own hearts we build our own visions of happy and it rarely involves the image, music, spiritual world from the first talk. 
Or if it does, that spiritual world is to serve my vision of “happy”....but happiness or joy most readily comes through loving the struggle of costly discipleship.

We have a misconception in Christian circles of not wanting to acknowledge the horror of much of what goes on in the world, almost like it is a “sin” to see it all. 
Because then we are not being positive and we somehow equate being positive with having faith, which it is not. 
But God is always about the truth and the truth is, this world has almost endless horrors---we should own that so we can honestly own the vision of world Jesus believed in and the Bible presents.

Also, avoidance of suffering leads away from serving when it is difficult or being obedient in hard places, 
sometimes it even keeps us from thinking very hard or figuring out what we have done wrong. 
We generally take the path of least resistance. 
But it says in I Cor. 6:19  You are temples of the Holy Spirit, you are not your own, you were bought with a price, so honor God with your body.


But, the single most helpful thing in having joy now is loving the struggle, like Paul says “fight the good fight of faith, take hold of the eternal kind of life to which you were called.”  Joy is a by-product of a life with God. It cannot be found for the looking.
So,we should normalized the idea of suffering and struggle, so that we will be willing to enter into hardship for the sake of Jesus’ work in the world through us. 

Here are the ways the Bible talks about suffering. I am going to read them and I’d like you to try and see how they fit in your life.

Suffering long or having patience: James 5: 10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. 

Suffering loss: Phil 3:8 “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ.”

Suffering need: Phil 4:12, “I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” 
 
Suffering persecution: 1 Cor. 4:12 “We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it.” 

Suffering shame: Acts 5:41 “The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name” 

Suffering violence: Matt. 11:12 “ From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it.”   
And Suffering is related to growth in our character. Romans 5:3 Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; and character, hope.5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

If these sorts of suffering (all in the service of Jesus) sound foreign to you, perhaps you have not been living a costly discipleship. 
Maybe you have avoided clear commandments from God in order to keep away from such suffering. 
So, these verses could be discomforting to you. 
But, I am thankful that Mona did not try and escape her suffering.

But, if you have suffered such things, these verses could be comforting to you. 
It comforts you by saying this is normal. Sometimes if we suffer we may feel we are not “positive enough” or “have not believed enough” or we are just not doing the right stuff, somehow.  
All these verses encourage us, we are on the right path.

We, of course, can suffer from our foolishness or someone else’s or just living in a fallen world, in fact all hardship is discipline from our good Father...but in these verses and in Jesus’ life, this is suffering for the “right” reasons.
 
Suffering for obeying when it is hard. Joy is discovered on the path of obedience.

For example: offering a kind truthful word in response to clueless condescension. 
Treating the church as the body of Christ, an outpost of heaven, as a relationship to be cherished and not as a product to be used, consumed. Using your hard earned money as a way to make the kingdom of God more real in this world instead of “deserving” something for yourself.

Even though those verses and thoughts are heavy, listen to this picture of the “noble beauty of joy” 

Hebrews 12:1-3  “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

The rest of the chapter is heartening because it tells us that all our hardship can be viewed as discipline from God which brings the great fruit of godliness.

But, the three verses are thrilling, they raise our eyes and our hearts to the noble beauty of following our elder brother who was full of joy.


We are encompassed with people who have fought the good fight of faith, heros of the faith from chap. 11 !  
They are watching us fight our battles, remember that heaven is not far off, but in the air that surrounds us. 

Get rid of anything that slows you down. 
Cut out the many things in order to do the few things that matter in the kingdom of heaven. 
And of course, get rid of sin. Sin is what is wrong for all people at all times.

 Expect it to be a long race, so be patiently at it.
 
Sometimes I think Jesus is not the encouragement he could be to us because we think of him as God and the God part outweighs any reality of him being human and so we don’t fix our eyes on him. 
But do, he shows what fully human is.  He is a hero, a leader, the creator of our faith and he completes our faith, he made it happen.

And he struggled/suffered to do it, when he said “if possible take this cup from me.” He felt the shame of being thought a criminal and of being crucified. 
But, he thought nothing of it compared….

To the joy set before him. What was his joy? 
It must be crazy multifaceted, and we mentioned how he viewed the world,
but it must have involved yearning for the complete connectedness he had with his Father. 
And a joy to bring us into that connectedness by his death and resurrection, the start of the revolution. 

Contemplate  all of this and don’t wear out and give up, or let your heart get weak!

This talk has been all, noble fight, struggle, there is true joy in that..But, I want to comfort you because I know so many of you have been suffering and suffering well. Loving no matter how difficult.  

And for those who have been taking the comfortable path, I don’t want to scare you off from taking up a more costly discipleship.

Joy is a great virtue.  And the kind of joy we have been talking about is subversive to the kingdom of this world and that is what makes it a noble beauty in the world of woe. It is almost like saying the world is of no account to the reality of joy.


But wherever you are, this promise is without price, God says:
 “And I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide the; I will turn the darkness into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do; I will not forsake them.  Isa. 42:16



















