CHAPTER 5
Polycarp's retreat to the country
1 But the most wonderful Polycarp, when he first heard [of the persecution], was not disturbed,
but wished to remain in the city; but the majority persuaded him to go away quietly, and he
went out quietly to a farm, not far distant from the city, and stayed with a few friends, doing
nothing but pray night and day for all, and for the Churches throughout the world, as was his
custom. 2 And while he was praying he fell into a trance three days before he was arrested,
and saw the pillow under his head burning with fire, and he turned and said to those who were
with him: "I must be burnt alive."
CHAPTER 9
Polycarp's examination
1 Now when Polycarp entered into the arena there came a voice from heaven: "Be strong,
Polycarp, and play the man." And no one saw the speaker, but our friends who were there
heard the voice. And next he was brought forward, and there was a great uproar of those who
heard that Polycarp had been arrested. 2 Therefore when he was brought forward the ProConsul asked him if he were Polycarp, and when he admitted it he tried to persuade him to
deny, saying: "Respect your age," and so forth, as they are accustomed to say: "Swear by the
genius of Caesar, repent, say: `Away with the Atheists'"; but Polycarp, with a stern
countenance looked on all the crowd of lawless heathen in the arena, and waving his hand at
them, he groaned and looked up to heaven and said: "Away with the Atheists." 3 But when the
Pro-Consul pressed him and said: "Take the oath and I let you go, revile Christ," Polycarp said:
"For eighty and six years have I been his servant, and he has done me no wrong, and how can
I blaspheme my King who saved me?"
CHAPTER 10
1 But when he persisted again, and said: "Swear by the genius of Caesar," he answered him:
"If you vainly suppose that I will swear by the genius of Caesar, as you say, and pretend that
you are ignorant who I am, listen plainly: I am a Christian. And if you wish to learn the doctrine
of Christianity fix a day and listen." 2 The Pro-Consul said: "Persuade the people." And
Polycarp said: "You I should have held worthy of discussion, for we have been taught to render
honor, as is proper, if it hurt us not, to princes and authorities appointed by God. But as for
those, I do not count them worthy that a defense should be made to them."
CHAPTER 11
The Pro-consul's threats
1 And the Pro-Consul said: "I have wild beasts. I will deliver you to them, unless you repent."
And Polycarp said: "Call for them, for repentance from better to worse is not allowed us; but it
is good to change from evil to righteousness." 2 And he said again to him: "I will cause you to
be consumed by fire, if you despise the beasts, unless you repent." But Polycarp said: "You
threaten with the fire that burns for a time, and is quickly quenched, for you do not know the
fire which awaits the wicked in the judgment to come and in everlasting punishment. But why
are you waiting? Come, do what you will."
CHAPTER 13
The preparations for burning him
1 These things then happened with so great speed, quicker than it takes to tell, and the crowd
came together immediately, and prepared wood and kindling from the work-shops and baths
and the Jews were extremely zealous, as is their custom, in assisting at this. 2 Now when the
fire was ready he put oﬀ all his clothes, and loosened his girdle and tried also to take oﬀ his
shoes, though he did not do this before, because each of the faithful was always zealous,
which of them might the more quickly touch his flesh. For he had been treated with all respect
because of his noble life, even before his martyrdom. 3 Immediately therefore, he was fastened

to the instruments which had been prepared for the fire, but when they were going to nail him
as well he said: "Leave me thus, for He who gives me power to endure the fire, will grant me to
remain in the flames unmoved even without the security you will give by the nails."
CHAPTER 14
His last prayers
1 So they did not nail him, but bound him, and he put his hands behind him and was bound, as
a noble ram out of a great flock, for an oblation, a whole burnt oﬀering made ready and
acceptable to God; and he looked up to heaven and said: "O Lord God Almighty, Father of thy
beloved and blessed Child, Jesus Christ, through Whom we have received full knowledge of
thee, the God of Angels and powers, and of all creation, and of the whole family of the
righteous, who live before thee! 2 I bless thee, that Thou hast granted me this day and hour,
that I may share, among the number of the martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, for the
Resurrection to everlasting life, both of soul and body in the immortality of the Holy Spirit. And
may I, to-day, be received among them before Thee, as a rich and acceptable sacrifice, as
Thou, the God who lies not and is truth, hast prepared beforehand, and shown forth, and
fulfilled. 3 For this reason I also praise Thee for all things, I bless Thee, I glorify Thee through
the everlasting and heavenly high Priest, Jesus Christ, thy beloved Child, through whom be
glory to Thee with him and the Holy Spirit, both now and for the ages that are to come, Amen."
CHAPTER 15
The fire is lighted
1 Now when he had uttered his Amen and finished his prayer, the men in charge of the fire lit it,
and a great flame blazed up and we, to whom it was given to see, saw a marvel. And we have
been preserved to report to others what befell. 2 For the fire made the likeness of a room, like
the sail of a vessel filled with wind, and surrounded the body of the martyr as with a wall, and
he was within it not as burning flesh, but as bread that is being baked, or as gold and silver
being refined in a furnace. And we perceived such a fragrant smell as the scent of incense or
other costly spices.
CHAPTER 16
Polycarp's death
1 At length the lawless men, seeing that his body could not be consumed by the fire,
commanded an executioner to go up and stab him with a dagger, and when he did this, there
came out a dove, and much blood, so that the fire was quenched and all the crowd marveled
that there was such a diﬀerence between the unbelievers and the elect. 2 And of the elect was
he indeed one, the wonderful martyr, Polycarp, who in our days was an apostolic and prophetic
teacher, bishop of the Catholic Church in Smyrna. For every word which he uttered from his
mouth both was fulfilled and will be fulfilled.
CHAPTER 18
The Christians take the ashes
1 When therefore the centurion saw the contentiousness caused by the Jews, he put the body
in the midst, as was their custom, and burnt it. 2 Thus we, at last, took up his bones, more
precious than precious stones, and finer than gold, and put them where it was proper. 3 There
the Lord will permit us to come together according to our power in gladness and joy, and
celebrate the birthday of his martyrdom, both in memory of those who have already contested,
and for the practice and training of those whose fate it shall be.

