The Transfiguration of Our Lord
February 10 & 11, 2018
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.
AS WE GATHER
This day ends the Epiphany season and prepares us for Lent. Jesus has been revealing
His true nature through His words and actions, and on the Mount of Transfiguration
three disciples see His glory revealed as transfiguring light. Moses and Elijah appear
with Him, talking about His departure in Jerusalem. But our Lord then commands the
disciples not to tell about the event until after Easter. Because we live after His
resurrection, Paul writes in the Epistle, we recognize Jesus’ true glory in going to the
cross for us, for God has “shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:6).

PRELUDE
“Prelude and Fugue in C Minor”

J. S. Bach

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

 PREPARATION 

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair
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INVOCATION
Pastor:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Pastor:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we often forget Your gracious
presence and guiding. We are by nature sinful and unclean and, relying
on ourselves, have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed. By
action and inaction, thoughtless words, and failure to profess the faith
within us, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For Jesus’
sake, forgive us, open our eyes to Your presence with us each day, and
lead us to walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Pastor:

Almighty God in His mercy sent His Son, who revealed the true nature of
His glory by dying for us and rising to give us new life. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen. Thanks be to God!

People:
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HYMN OF PRAISE
537 Beautiful Savior
Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.
Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration
Now and forevermore be Thine!
Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray.
God of grace and glory, before Your Son turned His face to Jerusalem
and Mount Calvary, on another mountain You revealed His glory.
Sustain Your Church both by His glory and also by Your grace, and
help us to reflect the glory of Your love to all; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
WELCOME
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 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING

2 Kings 2:1–12

(Elijah is taken to heaven on a fiery chariot in a whirlwind.)
When the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the LORD has
sent me to Bethel."
1

But Elisha said, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So
they went down to Bethel.
The company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha and asked, "Do you know
that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?"
3

"Yes, I know," Elisha replied, "but do not speak of it."
4

Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, Elisha; the LORD has sent me to Jericho."

And he replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So
they went to Jericho.
The company of the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him, "Do you
know that the LORD is going to take your master from you today?"
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"Yes, I know," he replied, "but do not speak of it."
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Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; the LORD has sent me to the Jordan."

And he replied, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So
the two of them walked on.
Fifty men of the company of the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the place
where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the Jordan. 8 Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up
and struck the water with it. The water divided to the right and to the left, and the two
of them crossed over on dry ground.
7

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me, what can I do for you before I
am taken from you?"
9

4

"Let me inherit a double portion of your spirit," Elisha replied.
"You have asked a difficult thing," Elijah said, "yet if you see me when I am taken from
you, it will be yours--otherwise not."
10

As they were walking along and talking together, suddenly a chariot of fire and horses
of fire appeared and separated the two of them, and Elijah went up to heaven in a
whirlwind. 12 Elisha saw this and cried out, "My father! My father! The chariots and
horsemen of Israel!" And Elisha saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own clothes
and tore them apart.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
8:30

EPISTLE

“The Light of God’s Love”

Mark Burrows

2 Corinthians 3:12-13, 4:1-6
(We need not fear being near God as Israel did at Mount Sinai.)

Therefore, since we have such a hope, we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who
would put a veil over his face to keep the Israelites from gazing at it while the radiance
was fading away.
12

Therefore, since through God's mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart.
Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do
we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we
commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded
the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the glory of
Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. 6 For God, who said, "Let light shine
out of darkness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge
of the glory of God in the face of Christ.
1
2

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
5

HYMN
416

Swiftly Pass the Clouds of Glory

Please stand
Pastor:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 9:2–9
(Jesus is transfigured in the presence of three disciples.)

After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high
mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His
clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them.
4 And there appeared before them Elijah and Moses, who were talking with Jesus.
2

Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one
for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 6 (He did not know what to say, they were so
frightened.)
5

Then a cloud appeared and enveloped them, and a voice came from the cloud: "This is
my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!"
7

Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except
Jesus.
8

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone
what they had seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
9

Pastor:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE WORD
415 Jesus on the Mountain Peak
PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
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Please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
“Heavenly Sunlight”

arr. by Mark Hayes

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Pastor:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
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BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness

POSTLUDE
“A Joyful Alleluia”

Franklin D. Ashdown

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Genesis 22:1-18; James 1:12-18; Mark 1:9-15
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Clifford Bischoff

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Norman Meyer
Theodore Laesch
Theodore Laesch

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Jen Schmidt
Tonja Cleveland

Acolytes:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Zachary Oliver
Caitlin Manno
Jordan Moore

Choirs:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Children’s Choir
Choral Singers

Instrumentalists:

Meagan Schmidt, violin
Dave Funke, trumpet

Directors:

Jen Schmidt & Ryan Meyer

Organist:

Ryan Meyer

Accompanists:

Ryan Meyer & Carolyn Rusnak

Radio Announcer:

Mike Powell

Elder of the Week:

Jim Koch
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