Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 15 & 16, 2018
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.

AS WE GATHER
Imagine if you were the father in today’s Gospel. Since childhood, his son has been
plagued by an unclean spirit that makes him mute and throws him down, doing bodily
harm. The dad brings his son to Jesus’ disciples, and they are of no help. The father
comes before Jesus and asks him to help . . . if He can. Jesus responds, “If you can! All
things are possible for one who believes.” To which the father cries out, “I believe; help
my unbelief!” (Mark 9:23–24). This father, who is at the end of his rope, cries out with faith
mixed with desperation. Thankfully, his worthiness, and our worthiness, does not
depend on the greatness or smallness of faith. Instead, it depends on Jesus, the object of
our faith. When we face desperate times, we, too, cry out in prayer and faith, “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!”

PRELUDE
“Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good”

John Behnke

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

 PREPARATION 

Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

5 All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory.
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story.
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone:
To God all praise and glory!
Public domain
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INVOCATION
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Leader:

People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:

People:

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of Your people,
turning us from our sin to live for You alone. Give us the power of Your
Holy Spirit that, attentive to Your word, we may confess our sins, receive
Your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In Your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by Your Spirit so
that we may live and serve You in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of Your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of
the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
946 Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise

© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission. © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, at times we fear that You are far away from us.
Forgive us for doubting Your presence, and give us confidence that our
redeemer and vindicator is always near; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
WELCOME
4

 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Isaiah 50:4–10

(“He who vindicates me is near.”)
The Sovereign LORD has given me an instructed tongue, to know the word that
sustains the weary. He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like
one being taught. 5 The Sovereign LORD has opened my ears, and I have not been
rebellious; I have not drawn back. 6 I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks
to those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting.
7 Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my
face like flint, and I know I will not be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near.
Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! Who is my accuser? Let
him confront me! 9 It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn
me? They will all wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up.
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Who among you fears the LORD and obeys the word of his servant? Let him who
walks in the dark, who has no light, trust in the name of the LORD and rely on his God.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE

James 3:1–12
(“From the same mouth come blessing and cursing.”)

Not many of you should presume to be teachers, my brothers, because you know that
we who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is
never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.
1

When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the
whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven
by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go.
5 Likewise the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider
what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of
evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of
his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.
(continued on next page)
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5

All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and creatures of the sea are being tamed and have
been tamed by man, 8 but no man can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly
poison.
7

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have
been made in God's likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My
brothers, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same
spring? 12 My brothers, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a
salt spring produce fresh water.
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Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
8:30

Please stand
Pastor:
People:

“For You, O Lord, Have Delivered My Soul”

Kevin Hildebrand

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

Mark 9:14–29
(Jesus casts out a spirit.)

When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the
teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him.
14

16

"What are you arguing with them about?" he asked.

A man in the crowd answered, "Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed by a
spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your
disciples to drive out the spirit, but they could not."
17

"O unbelieving generation," Jesus replied, "how long shall I stay with you? How long
shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me."
19

6

So they brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.
20

21

Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"

"From childhood," he answered. 22 "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him.
But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."
23

"'If you can'?" said Jesus. "Everything is possible for him who believes."

24

Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"

When Jesus saw that a crowd was running to the scene, he rebuked the evil spirit.
"You deaf and mute spirit," he said, "I command you, come out of him and never enter
him again."
25

The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much
like a corpse that many said, "He's dead." 27 But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted
him to his feet, and he stood up.
26

After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, "Why couldn't we
drive it out?"
28

29

He replied, "This kind can come out only by prayer."

Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE WORD
“Not Ours to Know”
Not ours to know the reason why Unanswered is our prayer;
But ours to wait for God’s own time To lift the cross we bear.
Not ours to know the reason why From loved ones we must part;
But ours to live in faith and hope, Though bleeding is the heart.
Not ours to know the reason why This anguish, strife, and pain;
But ours to know in God’s own time Our happiness we’ll gain.
A cross, a bleeding heart, and tears Sometimes to us are given;
Through faith and love for Him I know My joy will come in heaven.
Text: Vicki Budd Darby; Tune: Dundee

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD
The Prayer that Moves Mountains (Mark 9:14-29)

Please stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
“How Firm a Foundation”

John Leavitt

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Leader:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

 SACRAMENT 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.
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PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen creation,
humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient
unto death, even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed
us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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AGNUS DEI

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes
down the aisle.
When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants
may take whichever is preferred. If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the
communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.
Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the
alcohol in wine.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
846 Your Hand, O Lord, in Days of Old
620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
825 Rise, Shine, You People

POSTLUDE
“Jesus Comes Today with Healing”

Benjamin M. Culli
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Jeremiah 11:18-20; James 3:13-4:10; Mark 9:30-37
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2018 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“O Church Arise (Arise Shine)” CCLI Song # 7065980 Chris Tomlin | Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty |
Stuart Townend © 2016 S. D. G. Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Sixsteps Songs
(Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Worship
Together Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music
Services, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com
CCLI License # 11301522
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Norman Meyer

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

James Marriott
James Marriott
Theodore Laesch

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Kirk Mueller
Ken Gerler

Acolytes:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Caitlin Manno
Nate Laesch
Keeley Ambler

Choir:

8:30 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.

Director:

Ryan Meyer

Organist & Accompanist:

Carolyn Rusnak

Radio Announcer:

Steve Brutlag

Elder of the Week:

Glenn Lackey
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Choral Singers

