Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 5 & 6, 2018
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.
AS WE GATHER
The Father has loved the Son, and the Son has loved all people, making a home for us
with Him in the Father’s love. Dwelling in the Father’s love by faith in Jesus, we keep
His commandments. As we come to realize that we are loved by God, we discover that
keeping His commandments is not burdensome, but a joy. Jesus’ word of promise fills
us with joy. He has chosen us to be His fruit-bearing friends who love people the way
He does.

PRELUDE
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”

setting by Michael Burkhardt

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

 PREPARATION 
Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

INVOCATION
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Leader:

People:

Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart, and confess our
sins to God our Father, imploring Him in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

Leader:
People:

I said, I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.
And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Leader:
People:

Almighty God, merciful Father:
I, a troubled and penitent sinner, confess to You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have offended You and for which I justly
deserve Your punishment. But I am sorry for them, and repent of them,
and pray for Your boundless mercy. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being; forgive my
sins, give me Your Holy Spirit for the amendment of my sinful life, and
bring me to life everlasting. Amen.

Leader:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and
for His sake God forgives you all your sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

People:

HYMN OF PRAISE
2

946

Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise

© 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission. © Oxford University Press. Used by permission.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

Let us pray.
Risen Lord, while we were still in our sins You chose us, laid down
Your life for us, and called us friends. By Your great love for us, inspire
us to love one another and to go out into the world to bear fruit
according to Your promise; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE
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WELCOME
 WORD 
FIRST READING

Acts 10:34–48
(Peter preaches the Gospel of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit is poured out on Gentile hearers.)

Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show
favoritism 35 but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.
36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace
through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached-- 38 how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.
34

"We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They killed him by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him from the dead on the
third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by
witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is
the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets
testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through
his name."
39

While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the
message. 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the
gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 46 For they heard them
speaking in tongues and praising God.
44

Then Peter said, 47 "Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They
have received the Holy Spirit just as we have." 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.
Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 98
4

Leader:
People:

Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

Leader:

The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness
to the nations.
He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

People:
Leader:
People:

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with
music;
make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of
singing, 6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram's horn-- shout for joy
before the LORD, the King.

Leader:
People:

Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.
Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;

Leader:
People:

let them sing before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples with equity.

EPISTLE

1 John 5:1–8
(We are born of God and overcome the world through faith in Jesus.)

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves
the father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of
God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his
commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God
overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.
5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
1

This is the one who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ. He did not come by water
only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the
truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three
are in agreement.
6

Lector:
People:
Please stand

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
5

Leader:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 15:9–17
(Loving one another, we abide in God’s love and experience the fullness of joy.)

"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you
obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's
commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you
and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have
loved you.
9

Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14 You are
my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant
does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything
that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but
I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father
will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is my command: Love each other.
13

Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE WORD
490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand
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NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father
before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not
made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the
Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
5:00
8:30

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”

setting by John Leavitt
setting by Benjamin M. Culli

The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His And He is mine forever.
Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth.
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me.
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me.
(continued on next page)
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Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth;
And, oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth!
And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never;
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever!
Public domain

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Leader:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

 SACRAMENT 
In the Lord’s Supper we receive Christ’s body and blood in and with the bread and wine. The two great
blessings of the Lord’s Supper are the forgiveness of sins and strength to live an improved Christian life. In
response to the Lord’s command we are to examine ourselves privately prior to partaking of the Sacrament.
There are three basic questions on which we should examine ourselves, all of which we should be able to
answer in the affirmative if we are to partake of the Sacrament worthily: 1) Am I truly sorry for my sins?
2) Do I believe Jesus Christ is my Savior? 3) Do I promise with God’s help to live a Christian life? If you
agree with the above statement, we invite you to the Sacrament.

PREFACE
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
8

Pastor:
People:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Pastor:

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.
And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for the
glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb,
who was sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He
has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has restored to us
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and
with all the witnesses of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of me.
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: Drink of it, all of you; this is my
blood of the new testament, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

PEACE OF THE LORD
Pastor:
People:

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
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AGNUS DEI

If you wish to take communion in the pew, please raise your hand when the communion assistant comes
down the aisle.
When the wine is distributed, individual glasses will be offered first, then the common cup. Communicants
may take whichever is preferred. If taking the individual glass, please keep the glass visible so that the
communion assistant with the common cup will know who has already communed.
Non-alcoholic wine is available in the center of the communion tray for those who have a sensitivity to the
alcohol in wine.

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying
467 Awake, My Heart, with Gladness
845 Where Charity and Love Prevail
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Please stand

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Pastor:

People:

Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that
for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus

POSTLUDE
“Festival March”

Henry Smart
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Theodore Laesch

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Jake Bellinghausen
David Shudy
Bill Rusnak

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Carolyn Brutlag
Bill Rusnak

Acolytes:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Kayla Rainey
Diego Dominguez
Zachary Oliver

Choir:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Choral Singers
Children’s Choir & Handbells

Directors:

Ryan Meyer & Jen Schmidt

Organist:

Ryan Meyer

Accompanists:

Carolyn Rusnak & Ryan Meyer

Radio Announcer:

Leon Steinbrueck

Elder of the Week:

Ellory Glenn

Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Acts 1:12-26; 1 John 5:9-15; John 17:11b-19
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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