Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 12 & 13, 2018
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.

AS WE GATHER
On this final Sunday of the Easter season, the apostles are gathered to select as successor
to Judas one who had been with them from the beginning to become a witness of Jesus’
resurrection. In the Epistle, John teaches us the Good News that God testifies concerning
Jesus, the Son: “Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God
does not have life” (1 John 5:12). In the Gospel, Jesus, in His High Priestly Prayer, prays
that all who have received His Word may be one and that His joy may be fulfilled in us.
He sanctifies us together in the truth of His Word as we live as resident aliens in this
world.

PRELUDE
“Prelude in C Major”

Harald Rohlig

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

 PREPARATION 
Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
473 Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free

INVOCATION
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Leader:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Leader:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Leader:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

People:
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HYMN OF PRAISE
548

Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious

Public domain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Pastor:
People:

Let us pray.
Risen and ascended Lord, You now pray for us at the throne of the
Father. Keep all those whom You love in Your name, O Lord, that they
may be one even as You and the Father are one; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

EXCHANGE OF PEACE

WELCOME
 WORD 
FIRST READING

Acts 1:12–26

(Peter leads the apostles in choosing a successor to Judas.)
Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath
day's walk from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where
they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and
Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and
Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the
women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.
12

In those days Peter stood up among the believers (a group numbering about a
hundred and twenty) 16 and said, "Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled which the
Holy Spirit spoke long ago through the mouth of David concerning Judas, who served
as guide for those who arrested Jesus-- 17 he was one of our number and shared in this
ministry."
15
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(With the reward he got for his wickedness, Judas bought a field; there he fell
headlong, his body burst open and all his intestines spilled out. 19 Everyone in Jerusalem
heard about this, so they called that field in their language Akeldama, that is, Field of
Blood.)
18

"For," said Peter, "it is written in the book of Psalms," 'May his place be deserted; let
there be no one to dwell in it,' and, " 'May another take his place of leadership.'
21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the whole
time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from John's baptism to the
time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one of these must become a witness with us
of his resurrection."
20

So they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and
Matthias. 24 Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of
these two you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go
where he belongs." 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to
the eleven apostles.
23

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM

Psalm 1
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or
stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates
day and night.

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in
season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers.
Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away.
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the
assembly of the righteous.
For the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.
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EPISTLE

1 John 5:9–15
(Jesus the Son is the testimony of God that He has given eternal life to His people.)

We accept man's testimony, but God's testimony is greater because it is the testimony
of God, which he has given about his Son. 10 Anyone who believes in the Son of God has
this testimony in his heart. Anyone who does not believe God has made him out to be a
liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this
is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He who has
the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.
9

I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may
know that you have eternal life. 14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God:
that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he
hears us--whatever we ask--we know that we have what we asked of him.
13

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM
8:30

“He Will Hold Me Fast“

Getty/Habershon/Campbell

When I fear my faith will fail Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail He will hold me fast
I could never keep my hold Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold He must hold me fast.
Chorus:
He will hold me fast He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so He will hold me fast
Those He saves are His delight Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight He will hold me fast
He'll not let my soul be lost His Promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost He will hold me fast. Chorus
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For my life He bled and died Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied He will hold me fast
Raised with Him to endless life He will hold me fast
Till our faith is turned to sight When He comes at last. Chorus

Please stand
Leader:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

John 17:11b–19
(Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer for His disciples)

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name--the name you gave me--so that
they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept
them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to
destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
"I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word
and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them
from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by
the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the
world.
13

19

For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.

Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE WORD
539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer

(tune: Today Your Mercy Calls Us)

Christ is the world’s Redeemer, The lover of the pure,
The font of heav’nly wisdom, Our trust and hope secure,
The armor of His soldiers, The Lord of earth and sky,
Our health while we are living, Our life when we shall die.
Christ has our host surrounded With clouds of martyrs bright,
Who wave their palms in triumph And fire us for the fight.
Then Christ the cross ascended To save a world undone
And, suff’ring for the sinful, Our full redemption won.
Down through the realm of darkness He strode in victory,
And at the hour appointed He rose triumphantly.
And now, to heav’n ascended, He sits upon the throne
Whence He had ne’er departed, His Father’s and His own.
Glory to God the Father, The unbegotten One,
All honor be to Jesus, His sole-begotten Son,
And to the Holy Spirit— The perfect Trinity.
Let all the worlds give answer: Amen! So let it be.
Public domain

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

8

Please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
“Ridgecrest“

setting by Joseph Martin

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Leader:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Pastor:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.

RECESSIONAL HYMN
644 The Church’s One Foundation

POSTLUDE
“Toccata in D Minor”

Gaston Bélier
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series B, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2017 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
“He Will Hold Me Fast“ CCLI Song # 7016161 Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker © 2013 Getty
Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services,
Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com CCLI License
# 11301522
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Theodore Laesch

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Theodore Laesch
Orval Mueller
Jake Bellinghausen

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Judy Kooi
Rachel Alcozer

Acolytes:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Keeley Ambler
Caitlin Manno
Steven Walker

Soloist:

Shannon Ambler

Organist & Accompanist:

Ryan Meyer

Radio Announcer:

Steve Brutlag

Elder of the Week:

Jerry Bowen
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