Third Sunday after the Epiphany
January 26 & 27, 2019
5:00 p.m. & 8:30 a.m.
AS WE GATHER
It’s easy to take for granted something that happens every time we gather in the Lord’s
house and around His Means of Grace. It’s easy to lose sight of the fact that, whenever
we worship in Spirit and in truth, Jesus Himself is present. As He did in the ancient
Nazareth synagogue among His own family and friends, Jesus stands in our midst,
opening the Scriptures to us, and showing us how He has come to fulfill them for our
salvation. More than just speaking the Word, Jesus is the Word made flesh! Today, in
our hearing, Jesus comes anew with God’s favor for us. Let us gladly receive Him!

PRELUDE
8:30

“The Perfect Wisdom of Our God” Townend/Getty, arr. by Lloyd Larson

The congregation turns and faces the cross as the procession approaches the altar reminding
us that Christ leads us into the presence of God.

 PREPARATION 
Please stand

ENTRANCE HYMN
523 O Word of God Incarnate

INVOCATION
Leader:
People:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Leader:
People:

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Leader:
People:

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Leader:

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and
for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us,
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

People:
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HYMN OF PRAISE
603 We Know That Christ Is Raised

© John B. Geyer. Used by permission. Public domain

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Leader:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Leader:
People:

Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, look upon us with mercy that we may
receive the Scriptures and, fixing our eyes on Jesus, see Him as the
fulfillment of all You have spoken; through the same Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
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EXCHANGE OF PEACE
During this cold and flu season, it is important to recognize that some people are especially
susceptible to the viruses that can be spread by contact and that some immune systems are very
sensitive. Please understand that some people may choose not to shake hands during the
Exchange of Peace, but might simply greet you with a verbal greeting, a wave, or a smile.

WELCOME
 WORD 
OLD TESTAMENT READING

Nehemiah 8:1–3, 5–6, 8–10
(The people gather as one to hear God’s Word.)

all the people assembled as one man in the square before the Water Gate. They told
Ezra the scribe to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had
commanded for Israel. 2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought
the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were
able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
1

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing above
them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the LORD, the great
God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, "Amen! Amen!" Then they
bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.
5

They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so
that the people could understand what was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor,
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who were instructing the people said to them
all, "This day is sacred to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep." For all the
people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said,
"Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have nothing
prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength."
8

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM
Leader:
People:

Psalm 19
The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display
knowledge.

Leader:
People:

There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the
world. In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun,

Leader:

which is like a bridegroom coming forth from his pavilion, like a
champion rejoicing to run his course.
It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other;
nothing is hidden from its heat.

People:

Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:

The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the
LORD are trustworthy, making wise the simple.
The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The
commands of the LORD are radiant, giving light to the eyes.
The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the
LORD are sure and altogether righteous.
They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are
sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.

Leader:
People:

By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
Who can discern his errors? Forgive my hidden faults.

Leader:

Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then
will I be blameless, innocent of great transgression.
May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.

People:
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EPISTLE

1 Corinthians 12:12–31a
(In Christ, we are one Body with many members.)

The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are
many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit
into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one
Spirit to drink.
12

Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. 15 If the foot should say,
"Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease
to be part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not
belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. 17 If the
whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were
an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact God has arranged the parts in
the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If they were all one part,
where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one body.
14

The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the
feet, "I don't need you!" 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with
special honor. And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty,
24 while our presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has combined the
members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that
there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every
part rejoices with it.
21

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 28 And in the
church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those
with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all have gifts of
healing? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all interpret?
27

31

But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

Lector:
People:

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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ANTHEM

Please stand
Leader:
People:

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

HOLY GOSPEL

Luke 4:16–30

(Jesus reads and fulfills God’s Word in His hometown synagogue.)
He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went
into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the
prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written:
16

"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for
the blind, to release the oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."
18

Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of
everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them,
"Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."
20

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.
"Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked.
22

Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself!
Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'"
23

"I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure
you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for
three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah
was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And
there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of
them was cleansed--only Naaman the Syrian."
24

(continued on next page)

7

All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up,
drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was
built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and
went on his way.
28

Leader:
People:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

HYMN OF THE WORD
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

Please stand

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING
8:30

“He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”
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Charles Callahan

Please stand

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Leader:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Each concluding:
Leader:
People:

+ + + Special Intercessions + + +
Leader: Lord, in Your mercy, People: hear our prayer.

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we
pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader:

People:

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please turn towards the cross as it is carried out of the church, and remain facing it until the
hymn is completed. This symbolizes our following Christ into the world as we leave.
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RECESSIONAL HYMN
662 Onward, Christian Soldiers

POSTLUDE
8:30

“Festive March”

N. Johnson
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Life Thought from Lutherans For Life
It’s never just a personal choice when the devil deceives people into using death as a
solution. Baptism into Christ’s family makes us brothers’ and sisters’ keepers. “If one
member suffers, all suffer together...” (1 Corinthians 12:26a). Our Gospel-motivated voices
can keep endangered neighbors from suffering with life-and-death situations in silence
and solitude. Lending our shoulders to help carry their crosses can change hearts, save
lives, and gain their fellowship. (Each week you can continue to read a "Life Thought" from
Lutherans For Life. They are posted on the Chapel Life Team bulletin board located at the bottom
of the stairs in the lower level of Chapel.)
The month of January is when we focus on and celebrate the sanctity of human life.
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Prepare for next weekend’s worship by reading:
Jeremiah 1:4-10; 1 Corinthians 12:31b-13:13; Luke 4:31-44
Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984
by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserve worldwide. www.zondervan.com
Hymns used by permission. OneLicense.net #A-725523 LSB Hymn License.net, Lutheran Service
Builder.

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2018 Concordia
Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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Serving at Chapel
Preacher:

Theodore Laesch

Liturgists:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Theodore Laesch
James Marriott
Alex Goodwin

Lectors:

8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

James Marriott
Ken Kreitner

Acolytes:

5:00 p.m.
8:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Jared Cleveland
Alex Uttley
Darius Johnson

Choir:

11:00 a.m.

Joyful Noise

Director:

Carolyn Rusnak

Organists:

Saturday
Sunday

Accompanists:

Ryan Meyer & Carolyn Rusnak

Radio Announcer:

Leon Steinbrueck

Elder of the Week:

Stan Schwede
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James Marriott
Ryan Meyer

