
Unit 4 • Session 1
Joseph Sent to Egypt

Bible Passage:
Genesis 37

Story Point: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.

Key Passage:
Hosea 13:4b

Big Picture Question:
Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

Introduce the Story
(15–20 minutes)

Teach the Story
(10–15 minutes)

Experience the Story 
(20–25 minutes)
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Early Childhood



The BIBLE Story

Joseph Sent to Egypt
Genesis 37

Jacob and his family lived in the land God had promised to his grandfather Abraham and his family. Jacob had 12 sons, but 
his favorite son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful robe. Joseph’s brothers saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, and 
they did not like Joseph.

One day, Joseph told his brothers about a dream he had. He dreamed that he and his brothers were putting together 
bundles of grain. Suddenly Joseph’s grain stood up and the other bundles bowed down to his. The dream meant that Joseph 
would rule over his brothers. Now Joseph’s brothers really did not like Joseph!

Then Joseph had another dream. In this dream, Joseph saw the sun, the moon, and 11 stars bowing to him. This dream meant 
all of Joseph’s family would one day bow down to Joseph. Now Joseph’s brothers were even more jealous.

Some time later, Jacob sent Joseph to check on his brothers, who were tending to the sheep. When the brothers saw 
Joseph coming, they said, “Here comes the dreamer!” They decided to kill him. But Joseph’s brother Reuben said, “Let’s 
just throw him into a pit.”

When Joseph came, the brothers took off Joseph’s colorful robe and threw him into a pit. Then they saw a caravan of 
people heading to Egypt. They decided to sell Joseph to the travelers as a servant. The travelers took Joseph to Egypt.

The brothers took Joseph’s robe back to their father. Jacob cried loudly because he thought his favorite son was dead.

Christ Connection: Joseph’s brothers did not like Joseph, but God protected Joseph and used him as part of His plan to rescue 
his family. Many years later, people did not like God’s Son, Jesus, and they killed Him. Jesus’ death was God’s plan to rescue 
sinners.



Introduce the Story
SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
Bible Passage: Genesis 37
Story Point: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4b
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

Welcome time
 Play a theme song in the background as you greet preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. Set an offering 
basket near the door to collect at an appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a few favorite theme-related toys, 
such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
 Guide preschoolers to use the key to find and circle the 7 hidden items in the picture. Then circle the brother in the colorful robe.
Say • Jacob had a large family with 12 sons, but his favorite son was Joseph. Jacob gave Joseph a colorful robe. Joseph’s brothers 

saw that Jacob loved Joseph most, and they did not like Joseph.

Sing a song
 Sing the lyrics below to the tune of “London Bridge Is Falling Down.” If you are unfamiliar with the tune, look it up online 
before the session. 

“Is there anything God can’t do*, God can’t do, God can’t do?
Is there anything God can’t do?”
God can do anything!

*Substitute God can help us when we’re sad or other emotions in subsequent rounds. Finish each stanza with God can do 
anything. 
Say • Our big picture question for the next several weeks is, Is there anything God cannot do? The answer is, God can do all 

things. Our next several Bible stories are about a young man named Joseph. Some sad things happened to Joseph, but God 
used all those sad things for Joseph’s good and to rescue His people. 

Paint with watercolors
 Arrange paints, brushes, cups of water, and absorbent paper on a flat surface. Protect each child’s clothing with a smock. 
Demonstrate how to wet the brush before dipping it into the paint. Remind children to rinse the brush before using a new color. 
Say the names of the colors as children paint.
Say • Look at all the colors! In today’s Bible story, Jacob gave his son Joseph a colorful robe. I wonder which of these colors 

were in Joseph’s special robe? Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him. They did something terrible to him, but God had a 
plan for Joseph.

Transition to teach the story
 To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the lights, or clap a 
simple rhythm for the children to copy. Call preschoolers to Bible study by asking children wearing blue clothing to come first. 
Continue naming different colors until every child has arrived.



Teach the Story
SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
Bible Passage: Genesis 37
Story Point: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4b
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

Introduce the Bible story
 Place a bookmark at Genesis 37 in your Bible. Invite a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
Say • The Bible is God’s Word, and God’s Word is true! The Bible has two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. 

The Old Testament tells about the things that happened before Jesus was born. Today’s story is from the Old Testament 
Book of Genesis. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together to tell an even 
bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Tell or watch the Bible story
 Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story for young 
preschoolers.
Say • Joseph’s brothers did not like Joseph. Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt to be a servant, but God protected Joseph and 

used him as part of His plan to rescue his family. Many years later, people did not like God’s Son, Jesus, and they killed 
Him. Jesus’ death and resurrection was God’s plan to rescue sinners.

Practice the key passage 
 Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4. Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to the key passage. 
Read the key passage aloud. Create motions for preschoolers to use as they say the key passage. Use the key passage song video 
for inspiration. 
say • Our key passage comes from the Old Testament Book of Hosea. Hosea was a prophet. A prophet gives God’s messages to 

His people. God wanted His people to know that He is the only God and Savior. 
Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the theme song “You Are Good.”

Learn the big picture question
 Say • Remember Joseph’s dreams? We will hear how God made Joseph’s dreams really happen in the next weeks’ Bible stories. 

From this week’s Bible story, we see that God can do all things. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things. 
God took the wrong thing that Joseph’s brothers did to him and used it to get Joseph to Egypt like He planned all along.

Missions moment 
 Say • Jesus is God’s plan to rescue people from sin. Many people in South Asia don’t know that Jesus came to rescue them. Watch 

this video to see some of the people in South Asia. Let’s pray that these people and everyone in South Asia will hear this 
good news! 

Show the “Meet the People of South Asia” missions video.

Pray and transition to experience the story



Experience The Story
SESSION TITLE: Joseph Sent to Egypt
Bible Passage: Genesis 37
Story Point: Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4b
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

Play “More, More, Most”
 Mark the key passage in a Bible. Sit preschoolers in a circle. Ask for a volunteer to stand outside the circle. Guide her to walk 
around the circle, tapping each child on the shoulder while calling “more…more…more” until finally calling “most.” That child 
will get up and chase the volunteer around the circle, trying to tag her to determine who will be It next. Invite a child to open the 
Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage to the preschoolers.
Say • When Jacob gave one of his sons, Joseph, a colorful robe, his other sons felt that their father loved Joseph most of all. 

Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt because they did not like him. God protected Joseph and used him in His plan to 
rescue Joseph’s family. Many years later, Jesus, who was part of Jacob’s family, rescued sinners when He died and rose 
again. 

Explore bedtime
 Gather nighttime items and place the items inside a pillowcase. Invite a child to reach in and feel an item. Guide him to try to 
guess what the item is before removing it from the pillowcase. Set an alarm on a clock, smartphone, or tablet. Unroll a sleeping 
bag and suggest a child pretend to sleep until the alarm “wakes” him.
Say • Did you have any dreams when you were pretending to sleep? Joseph dreamed his family would bow to him. This made 

Joseph’s brothers angry. Joseph’s brothers sent him to Egypt, and let their father believe Joseph had died. Years later, 
God used Joseph to rescue his family. That reminds me of Jesus. 
When the angry people killed Him on a cross, they didn’t know it was part of God’s plan to rescue us from our sin. 

Find faces
 Print out the “Face Find” printable. Cut the photos apart and hide them around the room. Explain that you have hidden pictures of 
some of the faces preschoolers saw in the video about South Asia. Challenge preschoolers to search the room to find each image. 
Set out all the images and pray that the people in the photos and others in South Asia will hear that Jesus came to rescue them 
from their sin.
Say • God wants people in South Asia to know He sent His Son, Jesus, to rescue them. God created them, and He knows their 

names. God sends missionaries and other Christians to tell them the good news of the gospel.



Review

Remind children that Joseph dreamed the sun, the moon, and 11 stars bowed to him. This dream meant all of Joseph’s family 
would one day bow down to Joseph. 

Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed. 
How many sons did Jacob have? (12 sons)
What special gift did Jacob give to his son Joseph? (a colorful robe)
Why didn’t Joseph’s brothers like him? (Their father loved Joseph most.)
When the brothers sold Joseph to travelers, where did they take him? (to Egypt)
What did Jacob think happened to his son Joseph? (He thought Joseph was dead.)
Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

Transition 
 When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the key 
passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the 
session. Distribute the preschool big picture cards for families.


