
Christmas • Session 3
Jesus Was Born

Bible Passage: 
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

Story Point: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.

Key Passage: 
Hosea 13:4

Big Picture Question:
Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things according to His character.

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 minutes)

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 minutes)
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The BIBLE Story

Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2

When sin entered the world, peace between God and people was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many 
years later, Isaiah the prophet said, “A child will be born for us, a son will be given to us! He will be called the Prince of 
Peace.” Isaiah said the Prince of Peace would be from Galilee. God chose to send His Son, Jesus, to earth as a baby, and He 
chose Mary to be Jesus’ mother.

During the time Mary was pregnant with Baby Jesus, the Roman emperor, Caesar Augustus, announced that everyone needed 
to be registered for a census. Every person traveled to the town where his family was from. Mary was engaged to Joseph. Since 
Joseph was a descendant of King David, he and Mary left their home in Nazareth of Galilee and traveled to Bethlehem, the 
city of David.

While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. Mary and Joseph looked for a safe place for Mary to 
have her baby, but every place was full because of all the people who were in town to be counted.

So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were kept, and that is where Mary had her baby. She wrapped Baby Jesus 
tightly in cloth, and she laid Him in a manger.

In the same region, some shepherds were staying out in the fields and watching their sheep to protect them from thieves 
and predators. All of a sudden, an angel of the Lord stood before them. A bright light shone around the shepherds, and they 
were terrified!

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have very good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord, 
was born for you in the city of David.”

Then the angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” A king in a manger? That was no 
place for a king!

All of a sudden, many angels appeared, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on 
earth to people He favors!”

So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find Baby Jesus. They found Mary and Joseph, and the baby who was 
lying in the feeding trough. The shepherds went and told others about the baby Jesus.

Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was happening and tried to 
understand it.

The shepherds returned to their fields, praising God because everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent to earth from 
heaven. Jesus came into the world to bring peace between people and God. He came to save people from their sins and to be their 
King.



Introduce the Story
Session Title: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things according to His character.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Help new kids connect to your group. Prompt kids to share where they were born. Do they 
know what city they were born in? Were they born in a hospital or at home? Have they seen pictures from when they were a 
newborn baby?

Activity page (5 minutes)
“Christmas Word Scramble” activity page, 1 per kid
pencils or markers
Invite kids to complete “Christmas Word Scramble” on the activity page. Guide kids to unscramble the letters in each set of 
ornaments to find words related to Jesus’ birth.
Say • What words did you unscramble? [Allow kids to respond.] All of these words are related to something that happened in the 

Bible story we will hear today, the story about the birth of Jesus. 

Session starter (10 minutes)
Option 1: What I want to be
Allow kids to take turns acting out what they want to be when they grow up. The other kids should guess what job or role each kid 
is depicting. 
Say • How long have you known what you want to be when you grow up? Today’s Bible story is about Jesus’ birth. Jesus came 

into the world with a purpose. He didn’t try different activities and hobbies and then decide what He would do with His 
life.

Jesus was born so He could live without sin and die for us. He grew up to pay the price for our sin and rise from the dead 
in victory. All along, Jesus wanted to follow His Father’s plan. He wanted to rescue us from sin.

Option 2: Take a census
Form groups of two to ten kids. Groups do not need to have equal numbers of kids. Provide one kid in each group with a copy of 
the group census sheet. She should interview the others in her group to record the required census data. Census takers should also 
include data about themselves. 

Give kids a few minutes to collect census data and list the totals on the census sheet. Prompt each group to examine which 
group member is the youngest. Who is the oldest? How many of the group members were born in another state? When kids finish, 
collect the census sheets. Announce some of the data totals. How many boys are in the class? How many girls? 
Say • Great work, everyone. Census data is helpful in learning about who is living in certain areas. 

In our Bible story today, the Roman emperor—Caesar Augustus—conducted a census so he would have a list of people 
he could collect taxes from. People had to travel to their hometowns to be counted. 

Transition to teach the story



Teach the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things according to His character.

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate for Christmas over the existing theme. Use simple decorations such as string 
lights, garland, or a Nativity scene.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Leader enters wearing festive attire. You may choose to wear Christmas accessories over existing themed attire.]
Leader • Merry Christmas, everyone! I am so glad to see you. My name is [your name] and today we are going to talk about one 

of my favorite Bible stories of all time. It’s about the birth of a very special baby. Now, I don’t know if you’ve ever spent 
much time around newborn babies, but they are pretty cute. Besides the crying, they sleep a lot and are snuggly; and after a 
few weeks, they start smiling on purpose. 

Now, lots of babies are born every day. In fact, statistics show that every second, about four babies are born into the 
world. Isn’t that incredible? [Count to five.] Boom! Twenty babies!

Big picture question (1 minute)
Leader • As you listen to our Bible story today, I want you to keep our big picture question in mind. You see, ever since sin 

entered the world, it affected everything. God had promised to send a Savior, someone to rescue people from sin. 
But so many years had passed. Would God really keep His promise? Could He? Well, is there anything God cannot do? 

God can do all things according to His character.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as you review.
Leader • The stories we’ve been hearing about Joseph are important because they show how God was at work in the family of 

Jacob. God was forming a nation through the family of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He used Joseph to rescue his family 
during a time of famine. The nation of Israel was part of God’s bigger plan to rescue sinners.

The Old Testament is full of reminders that a Savior would come. God planned to send His Son, Jesus, into the world 
through Israel. 

Many years later, God kept His promise. Jesus was born into the world as the promised Messiah, the Prince of Peace. 
Listen closely to today’s Bible story about the day Jesus was born.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2. Use the Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show the Bible 
story video “Jesus Was Born.”
Leader • As soon as sin entered in world with Adam and Eve, people were separated from God. But God gave hope; He 

promised to send a Savior to rescue sinners. Someone in Adam and Eve’s family would undo the curse of sin. It didn’t 
happen right away. Adam and Eve’s son Cain was not the promised One. Neither was Abel or Seth. None of Adam’s 
grandsons was the Messiah. Generation after generation, babies were born, but none of them could save people from sin.

People might have wondered if God was really going to do something to rescue people from sin. Still, God was working 
out His perfect plan. God spoke through prophets to remind people of His good promise. The prophet Isaiah lived hundreds 



of years before Jesus was born. God spoke through Isaiah to tell what the Savior’s birth would be like. Isaiah said the 
Messiah would be the Prince of Peace. At just the right time, Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people. 

Everything the Old Testament prophets said about Jesus’ birth came true. God sent His Son into the world. Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem to Mary, who married Joseph. He wasn’t born in a palace like you might expect a king to be, but He was 
born in a place where animals are kept. Mary wrapped Him in cloth and laid Him in a manger.

Christ connection
Leader • The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent to earth from heaven. Jesus 

was born to bring peace between God and people. He came to save people from their sins and to be their King. God 
kept His promise to send a Savior. Let’s review our big picture question and answer: Is there anything God cannot do? 
God can do all things according to His character. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 3” questions from kids video. Prompt kids to think about why God waited to send Jesus. Lead them 
to discuss why it can be hard to wait for things. What can we do while we wait?



Missions moment (3 minutes) 
Form teams of five to ten kids and instruct them to stand next to one another in straight lines. Give each team an apple. Ask kids to 
put their right hand on their right shoulder and left hand on their left shoulder. Explain that when you say “go,” the first team 
member will pass the apple to the next team member using only her elbows. Players should pass the apple all the way down the 
line.

Once the apple reaches the last player, players should begin passing the apple back to the first team member. The first team to 
complete the relay wins.
Leader • Any guesses what apples have to do with Christmas? In China, Christmas Eve is called “Peace Night.” The Chinese 

word for “peace” sounds a lot like the Chinese word for “apple.” Because of this, many people in China give each other 
apples as gifts at Christmas.

But many people in China don’t know that Jesus was born to bring true peace between God and people. We can pray that 
they will hear and believe this good news!

Take time to pray for the people of China.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read together Hosea 13:4.
Leader • This is the same key passage we have been learning as we’ve heard the stories about Joseph and how Jacob’s family 

moved to Egypt. God is the same today as He was with Joseph and Jacob. He is our Savior. Let’s sing our key passage song 
to help us memorize this verse.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
Leader • Lord God, Christmas is such a special time of year. Please fix our eyes on Jesus. Help us remember the true reason we 

have to celebrate: the gift of Your Son. Thank You for keeping Your promise to send a Savior. In Jesus, we have peace with 
You. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story



Apply the Story
SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Born
Bible Passage: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
Key Passage: Hosea 13:4
Big Picture Question: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all things according to His character.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Write words or phrases of the key passage on separate index cards so each kid has one index card. Mix up the cards and distribute 
them among the kids. You may choose to provide clothespins for boys and girls to clip the cards to the front of their clothing.

Challenge kids to arrange themselves in order to complete the key passage. Then prompt them to say the key passage aloud 
with each kid saying the word on her card.
Say • Great job! I love this passage because it reminds me that God never changes. We can know Him through His Word, the 

Bible, and He is the one true Lord and Savior. If you haven’t yet memorized our key passage, keep practicing!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Luke 2. Point out that the Bible is divided into two sections, the Old 
Testament and New Testament. Luke is in the New Testament. Explain that the Old Testament and the New Testament are divided 
into smaller sections called divisions. Usually each division is a group of books that have something in common.

Tell kids that the Old Testament has five divisions, and the New Testament also has five divisions. The Book of Luke is in the 
division called “Gospels.” The four books in the Gospels division—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—tell all about Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection. 

Choose a volunteer to read aloud Luke 2:10-11. 
Say •  The birth of Jesus was good news because Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
Point out the location of Bethlehem (I4) on the New Testament Israel Map. Then ask the following questions. Lead the group to 
discuss:

1. What was unusual about Jesus’ birth? Guide kids to talk about the humble conditions surrounding Jesus’ birth. God’s own 
Son wasn’t born in a palace but came humbly. Jesus gave up His high position in heaven to come to earth in the flesh.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 8:9.) 

2. What does it mean to have peace with God? Lead kids to realize that apart from Jesus, we are enemies of God who deserve 
death as punishment for our sins. Jesus brings us into a right relationship with God so we can have forgiveness and eternal 
life with God as His dearly loved children. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Col. 1:19-22.) 

3. What was special about Jesus’ coming to earth? Prompt kids to consider that Jesus is God in the flesh. His name is 
Immanuel, God with us. Jesus showed us who God is and what God is like. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 1:14.)



Activity choice (10 minutes)
Option 1: Peace apple ornaments
Group kids at tables and give each table an apple that has been cut in half (from top to bottom), a paper plate with red paint, green 
and brown construction paper, scissors, and glue. Distribute a piece of red yarn to each kid along with a piece of white 
construction paper.

Remind kids that it has become a new tradition in China to give loved ones “peace apples” at Christmas. Most who celebrate 
Christmas in China don’t know that Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.

Invite kids to make a peace apple ornament. Instruct them to dip an apple half into the paint and stamp it onto the white paper. 
While the paint dries, use the green construction paper to cut out an apple leaf and the brown paper to cut out a stem. Once the 
paint is dry, cut out the stamped apple and glue on the leaf and stem. Punch a hole at the top of the apple and tie the yarn through 
the hole.
Say • Now you can hang this peace apple somewhere at home to remember to pray that many Chinese people will receive the 

true gift of peace through Jesus Christ. 

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed on the page:

What does this story teach me about God or the gospel?
What does the story teach me about myself?
Are there any commands in this story to obey? How are they for God’s glory and my good?
Are there any promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God?
How does this story help me to live on mission better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, thanking God for providing Jesus to bring peace between God and 
people.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “Baby Names” on the activity page. Kids should look up each verse and list the names 
for Jesus found in the Bible. 


