Miracles Part 5 B
The Gift of Tongues – Gossolalia 

Introduction
There is no evidence that xenoglossia occurs today in groups claiming to possess the gift of tongues (Miracles Part 5A). We now consider the argument that, in at least some New Testament instances, the gift of tongues manifested as non-linguistic speech or glossolalia —the same kind of speech which in present day charismatic circles is described as "tongues of angels," "prayer language," or "spiritual language." This view represents the position of most in the modern tongues movement.

Glossolalia
All kinds of insurmountable problems confront those who contend that we are dealing with unintelligible speech rather than authentic languages. For example, the purpose of supernatural gifts was to confirm the truth, but today a whole range of conflicting doctrines are taught by various groups claiming the gift. In his comprehensive study of the modern tongue movement, William John Samarin reports that individuals who claim to have experienced Spirit baptism are found in a great variety of Christian churches. He gives this partial list:
Congregational, several kinds of Baptist, Lutheran, Episcopal/Anglican,  Disciples of Christ, Methodist and Wesleyan Methodist, Church of God, United Church of Canada, Netherlands Reformed Church and  the marginally Christian sect of Christian Israel; not to mention the churches that have being charismatic since their beginning such as the Assemblies of God, Foursquare, Full Gospel and the Apostolic Church. Finally, even Catholic (Tongues of Men and of Angels: The Religious Language of Pentecostalism)
Since God is not a God of confusion His Holy Spirit cannot be endorsing a host of mutually contradictory doctrines, and this creates an embarrassing and puzzling challenge for many in opposing doctrinal camps. For example, the Catholic Charismatic Renewal began at Duquesne University in 1967 and shortly spread to Notre Dame. I was still a practicing Roman Catholic at the time. Kevin Ranaghan and Dorothy Ranaghan, lay theologians in the Catholic Church were leaders in the early movement, and in 1969 they published an account of its inception in an influential book titled Catholic Pentecostals. The book contains joyous accounts of “Holy Spirit baptism,” but does not deal seriously with obvious difficulties.
For example, consider these quotes from different Charismatic Catholics which are recorded in the book: “the mother of God has become more special to me…”; “my prayers include the Pope the Bishop and specific priests more often now than before”; “(attendance) at daily mass has grown to be my way of life”; I have come to a greater realisation of the Eucharist as sacrifice, and I have returned to frequent confession where before I was doubtful of its value… I have found a deep devotion to Mary and can now praise God”; “(the prayer) meeting took on, from that moment a decidedly Marian flavour.”


Understandably irreconcilable positions on the veneration of Mary, Papal authority and various other doctrines have led to frictions and embarrassing public disagreements. So too have the divergent theological views of groups associated with Classical Pentecostalism, Word of Faith and other movements. Prominent Pentecostal scholar Gordon Fee has written: “American Christianity is rapidly being infected by an insidious disease, the so-called wealth and health gospel - although it has very little of the character of the gospel in it” (The Disease of the Health and Wealth Gospels). Like Fee, wealth and health proponents like Kenneth Hagin also claim to possess the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
The bottom line is that groups claiming to possess the gift of tongues diverge in their understanding of a multitude of different doctrines – predestination, original sin, libertarian free will etc. And if today’s tongues are nothing more than non-semantic utterances which cannot be compared with actual languages, there is no way to determine which of the “inspired” messages, if any, are of God. Inexplicably many are untroubled by the apparent willingness of God’s Holy Spirit to grant confirmatory signs to those with competing theologies, but it is a red flag to others.

Interpretation
Unlike xenoglossic speech, glossolalic utterances lack semantic structure and cannot be tested against real languages; alleged interpretations lack all credibility.
In this context consider this instructive observation from the late Dr Heather Kavan, who earned her PhD in religious studies and who undertook 500 hours of fieldwork in Pentecostal/Charismatic meetings throughout New Zealand. The following lengthy quote is from her whimsically-titled article “We Don’t Know What We’re Saying But It’s Profound”: 
Tongues messages and interpretations are infrequent, and I would estimate that one would hear a message and interpretation in fewer than one in every fifty Pentecostal meetings… 
During tongues messages, speakers customarily stand up and raise their hands and burst into glossolalia. They may sway, tremble and give the impression that they cannot contain their breathless outpourings. Then there is a silence as the group wait for someone to interpret the utterance. Occasionally no interpretation is forthcoming, and this is embarrassing for the person who has leapt to their feet and given the message, because it implies that their utterance was not genuine. As giving an uninterpreted message may cost the speaker their spiritual credibility, one Pentecostal woman candidly explained that she always has an interpretation “up my sleeve” in case this happens to her.  
While outsiders are led to believe that interpretations are miracles where the Holy Spirit cracks a secret linguistic code, in reality the demands on an interpreter to give a credible performance are not high. Interpretations are limited by the vocabulary, intelligence and beliefs of the interpreter. Typically, they contain a single platitude repeated in several ways. They are often full of mistakes, for example one man speaking as God in the first person announced, “For as I say unto you in my Word - the Bible -the lion had a prickle in his paw...” and then proceeded to tell a story that was a mixture of Aesop’s fables and Androcles and the lion.
(Kavan We Dont Know What Were Saying But Its Profound | PDF | Pentecostalism)
Since Paul insisted that tongues in the assembly must be interpreted for the benefit all, the importance of correct interpretation cannot be overstressed.  Yet we have statements like the following from E Mansell Pattison, who was Assistant Professor of Psychiatry at Washington University at the time of writing: 

[bookmark: _Hlk219833607]Linguistic comparisons of glossolalia and the "interpretation" reveal that the interpretation is not a translation. For example, I have often observed a brief glossolalic utterance translated into a whole paragraph of English. Or I have heard the same glossolalic phrases repeated by the same glossolalist in different services, but each time the identical glossolalic utterances are given a different translation (Behavioural Science Research on the Nature of Glossolalia JASA 20 September 1968
https://www.asa3.org/ASA/PSCF/1968/JASA9-68Pattison.html)
Clearly when “identical glossolalic utterances are given a different translation” we are left adrift in a sea of uncertainty. And it gets worse. Pattison relates that “Werner Cohn, at the University of British Columbia, took naive students to Pentecostal churches to hear glossolalia and then asked the students to speak in glossolalia in the laboratory.” He continues: “They were able to successfully do so. Their recordings were then played to glossolalists who described the glossolalia as beautiful examples.” 
These failures of interpretation are easily explained—the New Testament gift of tongues was the ability to speak authentic languages, while glossolalia does not qualify. Significantly, although early post-apostolic Church Fathers said little on the subject, they assumed New Testament tongues meant real human languages.

Breaking with the past
Our contention that New Testament tongues were manifestations of xenoglossia finds support in the following quotes from some of the Church Fathers, all available online: 
Irenaeus (c. 130–202)
Against Heresies Book 3, Chapter 17, Section 2
2. This Spirit did David ask for the human race, saying, "And stablish me with Thine all-governing Spirit; " who also, as Luke says, descended at the day of Pentecost upon the disciples after the Lord's ascension, having power to admit all nations to the entrance of life, and to the opening of the new covenant; from whence also, with one accord in all languages, they uttered praise to God, the Spirit bringing distant tribes to unity, and offering to the Father the first-fruits of all nations. 
Irenaeus of Lyons, Against Heresies / Adversus Haereses, Book 3 (Roberts-Donaldson translation)

Origen (c. 185–c. 254)
Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans
In my opinion he had become a debtor to the various nations because through the grace of the Holy Spirit He had received the ability to speak in the tongues of all the nations as he himself says “I speak in tongues more than all of you”
(Origen - Commentary On The Epistle To The Romans Books 1-5 | PDF | Books | Origen)

Hilary of Poitiers (c. 310–c. 367)
On the Trinity, Book VIII - 25
And we learn that all this prophecy was fulfilled in the case of the Apostles, when, after the sending of the Holy Spirit, they all spoke with the tongues of the Gentiles.
CHURCH FATHERS: On the Trinity, Book VIII (Hilary of Poitiers)

Cyril of Jerusalem  (c. 313–386)
Catechetical Lecture 17.16
And they began to speak with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. The Galilean Peter or Andrew spoke Persian or Median. John and the rest of the Apostles spoke every tongue to those of Gentile extraction … But the Holy Spirit taught them many languages at once, languages which in all their life they never knew.
(https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/310117.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com)


Rufinus  (c. 345–411)
Commentary on the Apostles Creed
Our forefathers have handed down to us the tradition, that, after the Lord's ascension, when, through the coming of the Holy Ghost, tongues of flame had settled upon each of the Apostles, that they might speak diverse languages, so that no race however foreign, no tongue however barbarous, might be inaccessible to them and beyond their reach, they were commanded by the Lord to go severally to the several nations to preach the word of God.
(https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/2711.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

Augustine (354–430)
Tractate 44 (John 9)
Was that the night when the Holy Spirit came, and, filling all who were in one place, gave them the power of speaking in the tongues of every nation?
(https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/1701044.htm)


John Chrysostom (c. 347–407)
Commentary on First Epistle to the Corinthians
And as in the time of building the tower the one tongue was divided into many; so then the many tongues frequently met in one man, and the same person used to discourse both in the Persian, and the Roman, and the Indian, and many other tongues, the Spirit sounding within him: and the gift was called the gift of tongues because he could all at once speak various languages.
CHURCH FATHERS: Homily 35 on First Corinthians (Chrysostom)


Leo the Great (400–461)
Sermon 75
For as the Apostles' story testifies: while the days of Pentecost were fulfilled and all the disciples were together in the same place, there occurred suddenly from heaven a sound as of a violent wind coming, and filled the whole house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them divided tongues as of fire and it sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Holy Spirit gave them utterance Acts 2:1-4 . Oh! How swift are the words of wisdom, and where God is the Master, how quickly is what is taught, learned. No interpretation is required for understanding, no practice for using, no time for studying, but the Spirit of Truth blowing where He wills , the languages peculiar to each nation become common property in the mouth of the Church. 
(https://www.newadvent.org/fathers/360375.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com)

Collectively, these writings provide strong support for the argument that New Testament tongues-speaking was the God-given ability to speak real foreign languages. The available materials do not align with the contemporary Pentecostal/Charismatic view.
Friends in the tongues movement are often surprised to learn that “sporadic manifestations of glossolalia occur—and remain unstudied—in non-Christian spiritual paths such as Mahikari, Kundalini yoga, Siddha yoga, Qi Gong, channelling, Subud, and Sant Mat” (Kavan). Ecstatic language also featured in Greco-Roman mystery religions, today’s New Age "light languages," and others, all attributing followers' incomprehensible speech to supernatural agency. Surely this is another red flag.
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