
Miracles Part 4
The Gentile Pentecost

Introduction

In Acts chapter 10 Luke describes an event which may seem to be at odds with our claim that supernatural gifts did not continue beyond the apostolic age. He recounts an instance in which the Holy Spirit fell upon a group of Gentiles in just the same manner as He did upon the apostles in Acts 2. These Gentiles spoke in tongues just like the 12 apostles did on the Day of Pentecost. 
Clearly we need to assess this event in light of our argument that in the normal course of events the gifts were received through the laying on of the apostles’ hands. Our argument is this: the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Jews in Acts 2 and upon the Gentiles in Acts 10 were unique historical events that fulfilled specific Old Testament prophecies. They form part of the scriptural record of the establishment of the church — or kingdom — in the first century, but they do not constitute an ongoing pattern for the church after her initial formation. Let’s consider a few relevant points.

Peter and the keys of the kingdom 
Peter’s confession of Jesus at Caesarea Philippi — “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16) — together with the Lord’s response, has generated mountains of discussion and debate. Our focus, however, is on Jesus’ words to Peter in Matthew 16:19:
“I will give you (singular) the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind (second person singular) on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose (second person singular) on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”
In Matthew 18:18, the disciples are addressed collectively and the terms for binding and loosing are plural. Yet it is Peter who is singled out as the recipient of “the keys of the kingdom of heaven,” a detail relevant to our present discussion. J. W. McGarvey, a prominent figure in the Restoration Movement, explains:
The figure of the key-bearer is taken from Isaiah 22:22. Peter used the keys on the day of Pentecost to open the church to the Jews, and about seven years afterward, at Cæsarea Palestinæ, he used them again to admit the Gentiles.
Wesley makes the same point:
“(Peter) first by preaching opened the kingdom of heaven, both to the Jews (Acts 2:14 ff.) and to the Gentiles (Acts 10:34 ff.).”
As we will see Peter “opened the kingdom” to the Jews on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) and some 7 or 8 years late to the Gentiles when he preached to a Roman centurion (Acts10). These were unique historical events that fulfilled specific Old Testament prophecies. They form part of the scriptural record of the establishment of the church — or kingdom — in the first century, but they do not constitute an ongoing pattern for the church after her initial formation. Let’s consider a few relevant points.

The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2)
Some ten days after Jesus’ ascension, the Holy Spirit descended upon the twelve apostles—not the one hundred and twenty disciples—in the upper room (Acts 1:15; 1:26–2:4). Prior to His departure, Jesus had promised the apostles that they would receive power when the Spirit came upon them in the city of Jerusalem (Acts 1:4, 8). On that Day of Pentecost in Acts 2, this power was manifested when “tongues as of fire” rested upon each of the apostles, and they began to speak in various languages (2:1–4).
In keeping with Jesus’ promise (Matt. 16:19), Peter used the “keys” to open the doors of the “kingdom of heaven” by preaching the first Gospel sermon (2:14ff). From Acts 2:5 and 10, we learn that the crowd on that occasion consisted of Jews of the Diaspora—“devout men from every nation under heaven”—and proselytes, that is, Gentile converts to Judaism who were part of the Jewish community. Thus, the group of three thousand who entered the kingdom that day (2:41) did not include Gentiles, which is significant for our present discussion.
Even though Gentiles were not among the converts on the Day of Pentecost, Luke’s narrative in Acts 2 makes it clear that the divine plan embraced all humanity, not just the nation of Israel. Peter explained to his Jewish brethren that they were witnessing the fulfilment of “what was spoken of through the prophet Joel” (2:15), and he quoted the prophet at length, beginning with these words from Joel 2:28:
‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says,
‘That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
And your young men shall see visions,
And your old men shall dream dreams.’ (2:17)

In Joel’s original context, “all mankind” appears to refer to all classes of people within Israel. Yet from the broader context of Scripture, it is clear that Peter—under divine inspiration—applies these words to all humanity, both Jew and Gentile. Nonetheless, he does not yet grasp the full significance of his own words. Later, he tells his listeners: “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call to Himself” (2:39). Some commentators (e.g., Barnes) argue that “those who are far off” refers to scattered Jews, but it is more likely that Gentiles are intended (Eph. 2:17). Again, Peter does not seem to understand at this stage that the Gospel was meant for the Gentiles as well. 
It is clear that Peter's incomplete understanding was shared by his Jewish brethren who had obeyed the Gospel. Later, Luke records that "those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with Stephen made their way to Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews alone" (Acts 11:19). In the following verses, we learn that "men of Cyprus and Cyrene ... came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to the Lord" (Acts 11:20-21). This event likely occurred 7 or 8 years after Pentecost and it was a watershed moment in church history. Antioch became a hub for worldwide evangelism and the matrix of Gentile outreach, with the events of chapter 10 playing a foundational role in opening the Gospel to the non-Jewish world. We now focus upon the events of chapter 10 which is often referred to as the Gentile Pentecost. 

Acts 10 – “The Gentile Pentecost"
In Acts chapter 10, Luke recounts a significant theologically important incident in the life of the early church. The account is given in great detail because it is a landmark in church history. 
We are introduced to Cornelius, a Roman centurion residing at Caesarea who is described as “a devout man (who) feared God with all his household, (who) gave many alms to the Jewish people and (who) prayed to God continually” (10:2). He is an uncircumcised Gentile (10:45; 11:2, 3) and one whom Peter had hitherto classed as a “foreigner” (10:28). In a vision Cornelius is instructed by an angel to send for Peter who is currently in Joppa, a coastal city about 50 kilometres from Caesarea. Cornelius is to hear a message from Peter, (10:22) a message of salvation for him and his household (11:14) and which the soldier recognised as a commandment of the Lord (10:33).

b. The opening verses of Acts 10 record that the Lord uses a vision of "clean" and "unclean" animals to teach Peter that he must not "consider unholy" that which God has "cleansed" (v15). Having been divinely prepared for the encounter with Cornelius’ messengers, Peter provides these Gentiles with overnight lodging, accompanies them to Caesarea and enters Cornelius’ house (10:23-25). He has learned the important lesson that no man is “unholy or unclean” (10:28) in the sense that he is disqualified from Gospel obedience.  Peter proceeds to preach Jesus (10:34-43) but he is interrupted by a startling occurrence. Luke records that “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard the message” (10:44). Later Peter explains to his Christian brethren from Jewish backgrounds: “Then as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as he did on us at the beginning” (11:15). 
By “the beginning” Peter means the Day of Pentecost, and by “us” he means the apostles who received the gift of tongues (Acts 2:4). Peter and those who accompanied him were astonished to hear the Gentiles “speaking in tongues and praising God” (10:46)  and Peter recognised that the Lord had given to the Gentiles the “same gift” which he had given to the apostles at Pentecost (11:17), namely the baptism of the Holy Spirit promised by John (Acts 11:16; 1:5; Matt 3:11). Later he will affirm that “(God) has testified to … (the Gentiles) by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did to us…” (Acts15:8). He reminds his brethren: “… you know that some  time ago God chose me to preach to the Gentiles so they would hear the message of the gospel and believe” (Acts15:7). Peter’s words echo the promise of Jesus (“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven”). 

Conclusion
The “oracles of God” had been committed to the Jews (Rom 3:2). They were a prepared and expectant people, which explains why, by divine design, the Gospel was preached “to the Jew first” (Rom 1:16). Peter says to his Jewish audience “For you first, God raised up His Servant and sent Him to bless you by turning every one of you from your wicked ways” (Acts3:26). Later Paul tells a group of hostile Jews: “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46 cf 18:5, 6). 
It was some 7 or 8 years after the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2) that Peter opened the door to the Gentiles in fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy (Gen 12:3; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; Isa 2:2, 3; 11:10; 60:1, 2; Zech 8:23) and the  events of that day (Acts 10) form part of the scriptural record of the establishment of the church. They do not constitute an ongoing pattern for the church after her initial formation.
Peter was used by the Lord to open the door of the kingdom first to the Jews (Acts 2) and later to the Gentiles (Acts 10). In doing so, the Lord ‘made both groups into one’ (Ephesians 2:14), granting ‘access in one Spirit to the Father’ to both Jew and Gentile alike (Ephesians 2:18). These were unique, unrepeatable events in redemptive history, marked by a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit. To treat Holy Spirit baptism as a normative, repeatable experience for believers today is therefore a serious mistake. The confusion, division, and misplaced emphases found in many charismatic settings should caution Christians against allowing emotion, rather than Scripture, to govern their spiritual lives.
Rex

Christians meeting at 360 Peachgrove Road Hamilton

Please accept our invitation to attend worship services with us at the times and location advertised. Under What to Expect we explain format and give Scriptural explanations for our practices
  

