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Part 1 - Introduction 

C. S. Lewis wrote:
“What are we to make of Christ? The things He says are very different from what any other teacher has said. Others say, ‘This is the truth about the Universe. This is the way you ought to go,’ but He says, ‘I am the Truth, and the Way, and the Life.’ He says, ‘No man can reach absolute reality, except through Me.’ He says, ‘If you are ashamed of me, if when you hear this call, you turn the other way, I also will look the other way when I come again as God without disguise… I am Re-birth, I am Life’” (What Are We to Make of Jesus Christ?).
Lewis’s point is clear and, to those who take Scripture seriously, undeniable: it is impossible to separate the message of Jesus from the historical reality of His life, death, burial, resurrection, and ascension. As Michael Green puts it in his Runaway World, Christianity “depends upon this fundamental conviction that God was made manifest in human flesh.” Disprove the historicity of Jesus Christ and, in Green’s words, “Christianity will collapse like a pack of cards.”
Confucius’s rule of reciprocity (“What you do not wish yourself, do not unto others”) may or may not commend itself to us, but our belief in Confucius's historicity need not affect our evaluation of this suggested rule of conduct. Similarly, the Buddhist does not predicate his belief in the doctrine of reincarnation upon the historical reality of certain events in the life of Buddha.
But with Christ it is quite different. His claim to be “the way and the truth and the life,” and the only means of fellowship with God (Jn. 14:6), is true only if the central historical claims about Him recorded in Scripture are true.

A personal note

Some 60 years ago, in my teenage years, I was profoundly influenced by materials promoted by the New Zealand Rationalist Association, and in particular by a booklet written by Patrick Campbell titled The Mythical Jesus. In this booklet, Mr Campbell confidently asserted:
“Christian teachers, in obvious fear of awakening doubt in the minds of their congregations, persistently refrain from telling the truths which criticisms have revealed concerning the contents of the New Testament and the complete lack of historicity regarding Jesus Christ.”
In his introduction to the book, James O. Hanlon, Editor of the N. Z. Rationalist, wrote:
“There is nothing in the story of Jesus Christ to evoke our profound admiration, and, when we realise that there is no historical basis for the story, we are full of contempt for Christianity and sorrow for the generations of mankind led astray by it through the centuries. While Christianity flourishes …, there is need for a book such as this, reminding us that the Christ whom they praise and on whom they expend their unthinking adoration has no substance but is a figment of man’s imagination.”
Thankfully, in my early 20s, I came into contact with informed, critically minded Christians who patiently and gently pointed out the weaknesses, fallacies, and superficiality of the “Rationalist” position. I came to understand why the renowned New Testament scholar F. F. Bruce wrote:
“Some writers may toy with the fancy of a ‘Christ-myth’, but they do not do so on the ground of historical evidence. The historicity of Christ is as axiomatic for an unbiased historian as the historicity of Julius Caesar. It is not historians who propagate the ‘Christ-myth’ theories.” (The New Testament Documents: Are They Reliable?)
Bruce wrote these words in 1943. Fifty-three years later philosopher and New Testament scholar Gary R. Habermas expressed the same view saying, “Very few scholars hold the view that Jesus never lived.” He adds: This conclusion is generally regarded as a blatant misuse of the available historical data” (The Historical Jesus: Ancient Evidence for the Life of Christ).
In this series of articles, I will attempt to explain why I came to accept the Gospels—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—as reliable and trustworthy accounts, written by individuals who were well equipped and qualified to provide an accurate record of the events they document. Additionally, we will consider extrabiblical evidence for the historicity of Jesus—evidence that is often ignored, dismissed, or undervalued by critics who are unsympathetic to the idea of supernatural revelation.
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