
HIST 100(025): History of Western Civilization    Class Contacts 
George Mason University, Fall 2012    
Sandbridge 107, Wed 4:30-7:10pm 

 
Instructor Fred Saddler 
Office/Hours Robinson Hall B371-A/Wed 3-4pm & by appointment 
Mailbox  Robinson Hall B359 
Email  jsaddler@gmu.edu (Note that it is “j” not “f”) 
Phone/Hours (202)746-5738/Mon-Sat 8a-8p 

 
Course Description 
As stated in the college catalog, this is a course in the “History of Western civilization from ancient Mediterranean origins through 
medieval and modern development of Europe to contemporary world.”  So what does that mean and how can we tackle thousands of 
years of history across a broad geography that ultimately includes an understanding of the origins and workings of modern global—not just 
European—societies?  What is history?  What do historians mean when they say “western civilization”?  What is the difference between 
“Western” history and the history (or histories) of the rest of the world?  Can people as different as Scots, Sicilians, and Syrians, or indeed 
Czechs, Congolese, and Californians be said to share aspects of a common history?  And then again, why study Western history, especially 
if some definitions of “Western” exclude us for some reason?   
 
This section of Western Civilization will answer these questions by exploring how individual and cultural identities in the European-
influenced world have been shaped and communicated through law, religion, and economics.  Encounters with both eyewitness accounts 
and works of history in a variety of genres and media provide the context for our study of identity as well as offer us an opportunity to 
analyze, write, and discuss the social, cultural, economic, political, and aesthetic aspects of history.  Course activities are enriched by field 
work and film studies.  This course addresses key concepts through sustained engagement with questions such as: What is Western 
identity?  What are the socio-historical, cultural and political influences on that identity?  What have been the global consequences of 
Western historical development?  As we investigate these questions and those above, we will also examine several other related themes 
such as freedom and unfreedom, gender and sexuality, migration and settlement, and globalization in the pre-modern and modern world. 

 
Goals & Objectives 
By the end of this course, you should be able to 

 demonstrate familiarity with the major foundations and chronology of Western civilization and culture 

 explain long-term changes and continuities in Western civilization  

 identify, evaluate, and appropriately cite online and print resources 

 analyze primary sources of various kinds (texts, images, music) and use these sources as evidence to support interpretation of 
historical events 

 communicate effectively your understanding of patterns, processes, and themes in the history of Western civilization 

 
Texts 
There is one required textbook for this section of HIST 100: 
 

 Hunt, Lynn et al.  The Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures-A Concise History, 3rd ed.  Boston: Bedford-St. 
Martin’s, 2010. 

 
Other readings and viewings will be available online, on Blackboard, or in the library databases.  Location of these texts and videos is 
designated in the course schedule, and we will discuss in class how to access these items in advance of their due dates. 

 
Evaluation 
There are 500 possible points in this course: 
 

Assignment Points Possible Portion of Course Grade 
Midterm Exam 100 20% 

Final Exam 100 20% 

Prep Assignments (6 x 25pts) 150 30% 

National Gallery Assignment 150 30% 
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Late Paper Policy 
The Prep and National Gallery Assignments are due according to the instructions listed in the assignment in Blackboard, and typically they 
are due at the start of class, in class. Only in extraordinary circumstances, well-documented on your part, will I consider accepting an 
assignment by any other means than the one listed in the assignment.  If your paper is late, it will incur a 5% penalty per day up to 5 days 
without notice of a major documented crisis.  No assignment will be accepted after 5 days without a valid written medical note or 
documented notice of a major crisis. 
 

Grading Scale  
Letter Grade Percentages Total Points  Needed 

A+ 97-100% 485-500 

A 93-96.9% 465-484 

A- 90-92.9% 450-464 

B+ 87-89.9% 435-449 

B 83-86.9% 415-434 
B- 80-82.9% 400-414 

C+ 77-79.9% 385-399 

C 73-76.9% 365-384 

C- 70-72.9% 350-364 

D 60-69.9% 300-349 

F 59.9% & below 299 & below 

 
Academic Integrity 
First and foremost, please adhere to the Honor Code scrupulously.  Students are expected to follow the academic integrity standards 
as set down in the Student Handbook.  Academic dishonesty shall not be condoned.  When such misconduct is established as having 
occurred, it subjects you to possible disciplinary actions ranging from admonition to dismissal, along with any grade penalty the instructor 
might, in appropriate cases, impose.  Procedural safeguards of due process and appeal are available to you in disciplinary matters. Academic 
dishonesty, as a general rule, involves one of the following acts applicable to this section: 
 

 Cheating on an examination or quiz, including the giving, receiving, or soliciting of information and the unauthorized use of notes 
or other materials during the examination or quiz.  

 Buying, selling, stealing, or soliciting any material purported to be the unreleased contents of a forthcoming examination, or the 
use of such material.  

 Substituting for another person during an examination or allowing such substitution for one’s self.  

 Plagiarizing. This is the act of appropriating passages from the work of another individual, either word for word or in substance, 
and representing them as one's own work. This includes any submission of written work other than one’s own.   Detailed 
citation instructions will be listed on the National Gallery assignment, and we will discuss this issue in class before the 
assignment is due. 

 Colluding with another person in the preparation or editing of assignments submitted for credit, unless such collaboration has 
been approved in advance by the instructor.  

 
Extra Credit & Attendance 
There are two opportunities for extra credit, worth up to 25 points: 
 
1.  Museum Exhibition Analysis (15 pts)—you may complete an extra site visit and decide how it contributes to your understanding of 
Western civilization.  Guidelines will be posted in Blackboard. 
 
2.  Perfect Attendance (10 pts)—all students who have perfect attendance—no absences, excessive tardies, or any early departures—will 
automatically receive the extra points at the end of the course.  If you miss class for ANY reason (even illness, emergency, etc., 
documented or otherwise), you will not receive these points.  These points are extra credit over and above the course requirements; if you 
do not earn them, they will not harm your grade in any way. Because attendance is recorded only for extra credit, I do not need generally 
need to know when or why you miss class (unless, of course, an assignment is due and you are seeking an accommodation). 
 
 Attendance Policy 
Tardy (T) = 15+ minutes after class starts 
Leaving Early (LE) = any unexcused departure before class is dismissed 
2 Ts or LEs or combination of the two = 1 absence 
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Incompletes 
Incompletes are given only in extraordinary circumstances, and we must discuss those circumstances well before the end of term.  You 
must have completed at least 70% of the coursework with a passing grade (60% or above) AND have a regular pattern of attendance for 
consideration.  Those who receive incompletes are generally not eligible for ANY extra credit, including that given for attendance. 
 

Learning & Writing Centers 
Subject-specific help is available, free of charge, from the college.  If you begin to have difficulty in the course, talk to me first!  If you make a 
sincere effort to follow my advice, and your work still does not improve, then you should seek further assistance from the Learning and/or 
Writing Centers.  If you make an appointment to use one or both centers, please let me know in advance, and I will contact your tutor and 
let him/her know what we have been working on and what I think you need help with.  If you seek help for a specific assignment, 
remember to take a copy of the instructions with you. 

 
Special Accommodations 
If you require any type of special accommodation, testing or otherwise, please see me privately at the beginning of the term.  You must 
provide proper documentation from the appropriate authority, and we can then make any necessary adjustments.  Students with 
disabilities are encouraged to contact a counselor in the Disability Resource Center to discuss possible accommodations.  All 
information is kept confidential and may increase your chances of success in the academic setting.  Also, if you have anything 
going on in your life that might prevent you from doing your best work, let me know as soon as possible so we can discuss strategies for 
success—waiting until after you have failed a quiz or missed an assignment will not help, and it will be disastrous if you wait until the end 
of the term. 

 
Inclement Weather & Class Cancellation Policy 
If class is cancelled for reasons of weather or instructor absence, check your email and Blackboard for more information.  

 
Course Schedule 
Remember that this is a tentative schedule.  If we fall behind for any reason, that is OK—we will make up the difference somewhere else, 
or not!  As for due dates, they are solid unless I notify you otherwise. 
 
**[KEY TO READINGS: Hunt=textbook, Lualdi I=blue reader, Lualdi II=red reader, (BB)=Blackboard, any weblinks listed 
should be accessed directly through this document or the link in BB.]** 
 

CLASS 
MEETING 

TOPIC 

 
READING(S)/VIEWING(S) 

 
**You must read all of the required texts and completed any assignments on the schedule below PRIOR to the day for 

which they are listed and to be discussed.  Bring all listed reading materials to class each day.** 
 

Aug 29 

 
 

Introduction to 
Western 

Civilization: 
Faith & 

Philosophy in 
the Early West 

 

-after class in Hunt, skim pp. 3-92 using the terms and questions in the relevant section of Prep 
Assignment 1 [located under “Assignments” tab in Blackboard] 

Sep 5 
An Age of 

Empire 
-Hunt, pp. 92-178 
-“From Jesus to Christ,” excerpt [in class] 

Sep 12 The Jesus Wars 

-Hunt, pp. 178-252 
-Tertullian, “Prescriptions Against the Heretics” [BB] 
-Arius, Letter to Alexander of Alexandria [BB] 
-Nicene Creed [BB] 
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Sep 19 
The Medieval 

Character 
-Hunt, pp. 252-309 
-“Medieval Conflict: Faith and Reason” [in class] 

Sep 26 
The Warrior’s 

Love of 
Flowers 

-Hunt, chaps. 9-10 
-Crusading Culture Worksheet [BB] 

Oct 3 
New Worlds 

for All 

-Hunt, chaps. 11-12 
-Johannes de Trokelowe, description of the famine of 1315 at 
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/famin1315a.asp 
-Epstein, excerpt from An Economic and Social History of Later Medieval Europe [BB] 

*Oct 10* 
**Exam 
Day** 

***MIDTERM EXAM, 4:30pm*** 

Oct 17 
Seeds of 
Empire 

-Hunt, chaps. 13-14 
-Standage, “New World, New Foods” [BB] 
-Primary Source Documents Worksheet [BB] 

Oct 24 
Forgotten 

Revolutions 

 
-Hunt, chaps. 15-16 
-“Credit Where It’s Due” at http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/universe-changed/ OR 
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=A502F5EC13753A1F [need to view before class] 
-accounts of the potato revolution at http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1695potato.asp 
 

Oct 31 
Forces of 
Change 

-Hunt, chaps. 17-18 
-Fernández-Armesto, “Feeding the Giants” [BB] 
-Worksheet on Working-Class Life in Britain & Germany [BB] 

Nov 7 
Imperialism, 

Colonialism & 
War 

-Hunt, pp. 728-796 
-George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” and related documents [BB] 

Nov 14 
Warnings from 

History 

 
-Hunt, pp. 796-867 
-“The Nazis: A Warning from History,” part II: “Chaos and Consent” at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6f5EvzUOh4&feature=BFa&list=ULS6f5EvzUOh4 [episode 
has 4 parts-view before class] 
-Walter Laqueur, “The Weimar Union: Back to the ‘30s,” The New Republic, July 13, 2012 at 
http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/104890/laqueur-eu-integration-nationalism-
crisis?page=0,0 
 

http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/source/famin1315a.asp
http://topdocumentaryfilms.com/universe-changed/
http://www.youtube.com/view_play_list?p=A502F5EC13753A1F
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1695potato.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6f5EvzUOh4&feature=BFa&list=ULS6f5EvzUOh4
http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/104890/laqueur-eu-integration-nationalism-crisis?page=0,0
http://www.tnr.com/article/politics/magazine/104890/laqueur-eu-integration-nationalism-crisis?page=0,0
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Nov 28 
Coca-Cola vs. 
Communism 

 
-Hunt, chap. 22 
-NSC 68 [BB] 
-explore what really happened on 2 Oct. 1968 in Mexico City at 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=97546687 [before class, listen to the story 
as you read along, then be sure to view the images from Tlatelolco Plaza, read the FBI 
document (and the Mexican Govt. document if you can) and watch the Mexican Govt. video 
footage] 
 

Dec 5 
The Pros & 
Cons of a 
McWorld 

-Hunt, chaps. 23-24 
-“Life and Debt” [in class] 

Dec 12 Exam Day **FINAL EXAM, 4:30-715pm** 

 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=97546687

