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I. Course Overview: 

 

         In this class we will explore and study American history from 1960 through 1973. 

We will explore the political, military, diplomatic, social, and economic history of that 

period and we will look at the changes our country has undergone, and attempt to 

ascertain why the changes occurred. We will look at how social, economic, and political 

divisions have shaped the evolution of American history throughout the period. 

          The course makes no claim to being exhaustive in its treatment of such a vast 

subject; however the course does have several main objectives: 

          First, the course is designed to provide a thematic and chronological overview of 

the timing and flow of that historical period in the United States. The course will help 

students understand the prime reasons behind why the history occurred as it did. 

          Second, the course is also designed to help provide students with skills in critical 

reading, thinking, writing, and analysis. Students will read and analyze primary and 

secondary sources and will work to create informed and sophisticated interpretations of 

historical events and actors. 

          Third, students will develop and practice the ability to write cogently and 

concisely, to verbally express their thoughts clearly, and to analyze and debate issues 

rationally and intelligently, utilizing sources and materials from the course of study. 

           Finally, the broadest goal of the class is to develop thinking, questioning, and 

educated adults and to promote critical historical thinking in how we understand 

ourselves, our history, and our society. This involves coming to understand that ideas, 

institutions, customs, and assumptions present and prevalent in the United States have a 

history. These things have changed over time in response to a wide variety of influences. 

Understanding the continuum of historical change during that important historical period 

in the United States will better enable students to place current and future events in the 

appropriate historical context. 

 

 



 

 

II. Reading List: 

 

          Required: 

                                  

 

 Takin It To The Streets, edited by Alexander Bloom, Wini Breines 

 George C. Herring, America’s Longest War 

 Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided 

 

                      Additional e-reserve and blackboard articles as noted in daily class schedule 

 

 

 

 

III. Blackboard:  
          

          The course syllabus, additional reading assignments, and other class materials and 

occasional announcements are included in the GMU Blackboard site for this course. You 

are responsible for regularly consulting the site. Questions concerning the readings or 

class lectures periodically may be posted for discussion, some of which may provide 

matter for examination.  

 

IV. Class Attendance, Participation, and Preparation: 

 

          This course combines lecture, reading, discussion, and other in-class exercises. All 

of these elements are essential for a successful experience in the course. Class attendance 

and active participation are mandatory. Preparation for and constructive participation in 

class discussions is a significant part of the student’s grade for the course. This means 

attending all classes, arriving for class on time, behaving respectfully to the professor and 

other students, doing all assigned readings, bringing course materials with you to class 

and participating in discussions and other exercises. The most important requirement is 

that each student takes an active role in the learning process- what one gets out of class, 

in learning and in intellectual growth, is directly proportional to what one puts into it. 

Open minds are essential. Class attendance and preparation are mandatory. Classes begin 

promptly at 4:30 PM, DO NOT BE LATE! Lateness is viewed as simply another form 

of absence from class, plan for traffic as needed. 

          This is a University course worth three credit hours. There will be three credit 

hours worth of University level work expected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

V. Classroom Behavior: 

        TURN OFF (not to vibrate or silent) and PUT AWAY (out of sight) all electronic 

devices before class starts and keep them that way for the duration of class. Be aware this 

is a serious matter of courtesy and respect as far as this professor is concerned and 

violations will be reflected in grades. 

          Do not record or tape lectures, or utilize lap top computers without special 

permission from the instructor. Taking written notes while someone is speaking is a skill 

all students need to acquire and master for any job or profession. 

          Please be courteous to your fellow students and do not bring food into the 

classroom. 

           Open mindedness is an absolute prerequisite for this class. Respect and tolerance 

for differing opinions are expected of all University students and are demanded by the 

instructor. 

 

VI. Academic Integrity: 
 

          Academic integrity, the standards defined in commonly accepted and enforced 

ethical principles are essential to any scholarly or educational enterprise. Without the 

canon of regulations that guarantee truth and honesty in scholarly work, the labors of 

educators in general could no longer be trusted and the university as an effective 

institution would cease to exist. No issue at the university is more serious, or addressed 

with greater severity, than a breech of integrity. Standards of academic conduct are 

governed by the university’s Academic Code. This course will enforce them to the fullest 

extent. You are responsible for being acquainted with the Code, which can be found in a 

number of places including the university’s Student Handbook on the GMU Web Site. 

Your enrollment in the university is your acknowledgment of familiarity with the Code 

and your pledge to honor it. Plagiarism is not dependent on a student’s intent, intent is 

immaterial. If you have any questions about academic integrity- about appropriate forms 

of collaboration, the definition of plagiarism, use of sources, especially the Internet, and 

other matters involving the Code- see the instructor BEFORE proceeding. 

 

VII. Grading: 

 

          All papers, assignments, and examinations are mandatory. Any failure to submit 

assignments WHEN DUE may result in a student receiving a failing grade. Late papers 

will not be accepted and extensions will not be given regarding handing in assignments. 

No extra credit assignments or make up tests will be given. The course will be assessed 

through grades received on one term paper, in class quizzes, one Preliminary Exam, a 

cumulative Final Exam, and class attendance and participation. The assigned percentage 

of the student’s grade is as follows: 

          Term Paper                                       15% 

          Quizzes                                             10%  

          Preliminary Exam                             25% 

          Final Exam                                        25% 



         Class Attendance/Participation          25%           

 

 

VIII. Term Paper: 

 

          Each student will write one 18-25 page term paper on a topic of their choice, 

approved in advance by the professor. The papers will require the student to analyze, 

examine, and evaluate arguments made by various authors and will utilize a variety of 

sources. Details of the Term Paper will be distributed in class. Prep assignments for the 

Term Paper (subject proposal and annotated bibliography) and the Papers are due in class 

on the due date assigned. Late papers WILL NOT be accepted and will result in a grade 

of zero (0).  

 

IX. Class Participation: 

 

            This is a seminar class. Students should be prepared to be called on to discuss 

readings in class. Being able to speak in front of people intelligently and coherently, to 

present information and ones’ point of view are necessary skills for any employment and 

for an educated person. This is especially true for those students who are reticent to speak 

and participate. Class discussions are designed to develop and hone those skills, no 

student is penalized for participation at any level, but all will be expected to be prepared 

by having done the assigned readings and to actively participate in classroom discussions. 

You will be randomly called on in class to discuss class material and readings. 

 

XI. Exams:  

 

         There will be one scheduled preliminary exam and a cumulative Final Exam. 

 

XII. Schedule of Classes and Assignments (to be read prior to date due): 

 

 HOW WE GOT HERE 

Tues. June 5 (Introductions, Definitions, and Concepts) 

Required Readings: 

Bloom/Breines: 1-12 

Herring: 3-88 

Isserman/Kazin: 1-20 

 

KENNEDY: 1960-1963 

Thur. June 7 

Required Readings: 

Bloom/Breines: pp.13-28, 154-160 

Herring: pp. 89-130 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 21-77 

 

Tues. June 12 

Required Readings:  



Bloom/Breines: pp. 48-66, 393-398 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 78-96 

 

Thur. June 14 

Required Readings:  

Bloom/Breines: pp. 393-398 

Griffith and Baker, pp. 125-172 [Blackboard e-reserve]  

 Susan Douglas, pp. 21-60 [Blackboard e-reserve] 

 

LBJ: 1963-1968 

 Tues. June 19 

Required Readings:  

Herring: pp. 131-170  

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 97-137 

Lizbeth Cohen: pp. 194-256 [Blackboard e-reserve] 

TERM PAPER TOPIC DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS 

                                

Thur. June 21 

Required Readings:  

Bloom/Breines: pp. 28-47, 66-80, 161-167 

Douglas: pp. 61-98 [Blackboard e-reserve] 

                     

Tues. June 26 

Required Readings:  

Bloom/Breines: pp. 80-106 

Herring: pp. 171-224 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 138-178 

                                 

Thur. June 28 

Required Readings:  

Bloom/Breines: pp. 107-148, 167-224, 225-249 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 179-194 

ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS 

 

Tues. July 3 

Required Readings: NONE 

PRELIMINARY TEST IN CLASS 

 

                        

Thur. July 5 

Required: 

Bloom/Breines: pp. 264-285 

Herring: pp. 225-270 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 195-209 

 

 



 

NIXON: 1969-1974 

Tues. July 10 

Required: 

Bloom/Breines: pp. 149-152, 287-323, 323-392 

Isserman/Kazin:  pp. 219-228  

 

 

Thur. July 12 

Required: 

Bloom/Breines: pp. 399-438 

Herring: pp. 221-368 

 

Tues. July 17 

Required: 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 229-246, 438-463 

Douglas: pp. 139-161 [Blackboard e-reserve] 

 

Thur. July 19 

Required: 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 247-278 

Griffith and Baker, pp. 280-322 [Blackboard e-reserve] 

 

Tues. July 24 

Bloom/Breines: pp. 464-532 

Isserman/Kazin: pp. 279- 288 

 

Thurs. July 26 

FINAL EXAM  
       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


