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INSTRUCTOR:    Dr Kevin Matthews 
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OFFICE HOURS:    12.00-1.15 & 3.00-4.15 p.m. Thurs, or by appointment. 

TELEPHONE:    703/993-1250 (main department number) 
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REQUIRED TEXT & MATERIALS: 
 

   1. McKittrick, David & David McVea.  Making Sense of the Troubles: The Story of Conflict in 

Northern Ireland     

   2. Townshend, Charles.  Political Violence in Ireland: Government & Resistance Since 1848  

   3. Strunk, William & E.B. White.  The Elements of Style 

 

(Note: Because a number of sources relevant to this course are out of print, other readings will be 

provided by the instructor via the internet; see the syllabus calendar below for a tentative list.) 
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 All students are required to purchase two Scantron cards Form No. 882-E, and two large blue 

books (11" x 8.5").  Both of your blue books must be delivered to the instructor no later than the third 

week of the course.  Failure to meet this deadline will be grounds for a failing grade on the first exam.  

DO NOT WRITE YOUR NAME ON THE BLUE BOOKS BEFORE TURNING THEM IN.  (If you 

drop the course, your unused blue books will be returned to you - but only after you have officially 

dropped.)  Do not hand in your Scantron cards - but make sure you have one with you on both exam days. 

 

 

RECOMMENDED TEXTS  

   (Note: you are not required to purchase these books; they are listed here as additional resources:) 
 

 1. Fisk, Robert.  In Time of War: Ireland, Ulster, and the Price of Neutrality, 1939-45 

 2. Laffan, Michael.  The Partition of Ireland, 1911-1925 

 3. Lee, J.J.  Ireland, 1912-1985: Politics and Society 

 4. Mansergh, Nicolas.  The Unresolved Question: The Anglo-Irish Settlement & its Undoing 

 5. Moody, T.W. & F.X. Martin, ed.  The Course of Irish History 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: 
 

 This course is designed to examine how representative governments deal with the often 

intractable problem of ethnic conflict and how these conflicts uniquely challenge the institutions of a 

democratic state.  To do so, this course will take as a case study British attempts at settling, or at least 

containing, the conflict between Irish nationalists and Unionists over the course of the 20th century.  The 

aim of this course is to understand why ethnic conflicts in general, and this one in particular, are so hard 

to solve.  Over the course of the semester, students will examine questions such as: 

 

   * How does a democratic government deal with the claims of competing national or ethnic groups, 

especially when one of those groups (here, Ulster Unionism) is closely identified with one of the nation's 

two leading political parties (in this case the British Conservative Party)? 

 

   * How have successive British governments dealt with the challenge of guerrilla insurgencies?  This 

will be a recurrent theme and, in particular, this course will closely examine the Anglo-Irish War of 1919-

21, as well as the „Troubles‟ of 1969-98.   

 

   * How has partition been used in attempts at solving such conflicts?  (Here students will have the 

opportunity to look beyond the Irish conflict to similar situations in Palestine/Israel and the Indian 

subcontinent). 

 

   * How have interest groups in the United States attempted to influence U.S. foreign policy regarding the 

Irish conflict and tried to involve this country in what, technically, is a purely domestic concern of an 

allied state - i.e., Great Britain? 

   

   * How/why has British resistance to foreign involvement in the Northern Ireland peace process changed 

over time leading, ultimately, to the 1998 Good Friday Agreement? 
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 It is assumed that not every student coming to this course does so with a detailed grasp of 

Anglo-Irish history, or of the people and institutions that will be discussed in lectures and readings.  

When possible, I will go into detail about these matters - but, for those of you who do not have a strong 

background in either British or Irish history, I encourage you to make use of Moody & Martin‟s Course of 

Irish History.  You may also wish to consult John Ramsden‟s edition of The Oxford Companion to 

Twentieth-Century British Politics. 

 

 

TEACHING TECHNIQUES & EXAMINATIONS: 
 

 Varied, although the emphasis will be on lectures, classroom discussions, and readings.  

Typically, I use what is called a “semi-Socratic” method of teaching.  If you are prepared, your 

contribution to these discussions will lead to a more lively and interesting experience for everyone.  On a 

more prosaic level, your participation in class will benefit your final grade.  Students who make an effort 

to participate will benefit if their grades are borderline between a plus or minus; for example, a C might 

become a C+, or a B+ might become an A-. 

 

 Examinations will be composed of a mix of multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions.  

A study guide will be supplied prior to each test.  The mid-term exam will cover material from the first 

day of class up through the session prior to the exam itself.  The final exam will only cover material 

between the mid-term and the last class.  In other words, these exams are not cumulative.  

 

 You are personally responsible for knowing the time and date of exams and other assignments.  

(Note: the date for the mid-term exam given in the syllabus calendar is tentative.)  You are expected to 

take  exams when they are given to the class; students are not allowed to take exams at a time of their own 

choosing.  If you fail to show up for an exam without a documented excuse (usually medical in nature), 

you will not be allowed to take a make-up exam.  You will, instead, be given a zero grade without appeal.  

This applies, in particular, to the final exam; the date for this exam is set by the university and is given at 

the end of the syllabus calendar. 

 

 Make-up exams and quizzes will be administered at a time and date that is mutually convenient 

to the instructor and student.  It is up to each student to resolve the matter of make-up work with the 

instructor - not the other way around.  Students who are permitted to take exams at the testing center 

must obtain the paperwork needed to do so prior to each examination.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Since lectures and discussions are the foundation of this course, attendance of class sessions is 

mandatory.  Each student is responsible for all material and all announcements presented at each lecture.  

Students should also be aware that they will be tested on material covered in class but which will not 

necessarily be found in the assigned readings - and vice versa..  If a student must miss a class, (s)he 

should arrange to obtain class notes from a fellow student.  Lecture notes will not - under any 

circumstances - be provided by the instructor. 
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 It is important that each student stays ahead of the reading assignments for this course so as to be 

prepared for classroom discussions.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis will make it extremely 

difficult to keep abreast of the course as it develops and can only result in lowering the student‟s final 

grade and, possibly, failure in the course.  Specifically, the final course grades for students who fail to 

attend class on a regular basis (as determined by the instructor) will drop an entire letter grade - 

without exception.  This is beyond the 10 percent part of your grade covered by “classroom 

participation/attendance and quizzes”.  Valid excuses for missed lectures (again, usually medical in 

nature) should be in writing; verbal explanations will not be accepted. 

 

 

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION: 
 

 If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and 

contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703.993.2474.  All academic accommodations must be 

arranged through that office.  You should see me about this matter immediately so that ODS can plan for 

the specific accommodation to assist you.  

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 

 Cheating and plagiarism - Either offense will constitute grounds for failing this course.  The 

university has a code governing academic ethics.  Any student who is caught cheating on a quiz or exam 

or who plagiarizes will have his or her case sent to the Dean‟s office for adjudication.   

  

 It is a serious academic offense to plagiarize, i.e. to present the ideas, particularly the use of 

direct quotes, as if they were your own.  This is particularly important when writing the term paper for 

this course and students should take care to properly cite in footnotes work produced by others.  More 

serious still is the presentation of a paper which has been acquired via the internet.  Cases of this 

nature will be immediately submitted to the Dean‟s office.  

 

 The Internet - The instructor‟s E-mail addresses is at the top of this syllabus & I will check 

messages on a regular basis.  However, I prefer face-to-face communication.  In other words, do not 

abuse the internet.  If a student repeatedly sends unnecessary messages, I will simply decline to respond. 

 

 Classroom decorum - Students are expected to show up for class on time and, once in class, to 

remain for the entire session, except in case of dire emergency.  Arriving late or leaving in the middle of a 

lecture is disruptive and disrespectful to your fellow students.  Those who violate this rule can expect to 

receive a lower course grade.   

 

 Use of tape-recorders & lap-top computers - These are permitted during lectures.  However, you 

will be required to discontinue their use if they are disruptive to other students.  Also, your use of lap-tops 

or other such devices will be banned if you use them during lectures to check social networks, E-mail, 

play video games, etc.  Continued use of these devices after you have been told not to do so will result in 

a failing grade for this course - without appeal.. 
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 Pagers and cell phones are to be turned off at the beginning of each class.  Failure to do so will 

adversely affect your course grade.  Any attempt to use unauthorized devices during an examination will 

be grounds for failing the course.  You are welcome to bring drinks to class.  However, eating during 

lectures & exams is forbidden.  Put another way - I don’t lecture in your kitchen; don’t eat in my 

classroom. 

 
 University resources - George Mason University offers a range of services to assist students in 

achieving their academic goals and you are encouraged to make use of them.  Among the services that 

you may find beneficial are: 

 

 * COUNSELING CENTER - 703-933-2380   http://www.gmu.edu/departments/csdc/ 

 

 * ENGLISH LANGUAGE INSTITUTE (FOR NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS OF ENGLISH) -  

703.993.3664   http://eli.gmu.edu/gmu_comm/workshops.htm 

 

 * WRITING CENTER - 703.993.1200   http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/ 

 

 

GRADING SCALE: 
 

Mid-term examination      25 percent 

Research paper       30 percent 

Final examination      35 percent 

Classroom participation/attendance and quizzes:    10 percent 

       __________ 

Total:       100 percent 

 

 

90-100      A - signifies remarkable, outstanding work showing complete mastery of the subject 

   A+  97   - 100    

   A 93   -   96.9 

   A- 90   -   92.9 

 

80-89       B - signifies work that is above the average expectations for this course. 

   B+ 87   -   89.9 

   B 82   -   86.9 

   B- 80   -   81.9 

 

70-79       C - signifies work that meets average university standards. 

   C+ 77   -   79.9 

   C 72   -   76.9 

   C- 70   -   71.9 

 

60-69       D - signifies work that is far below average but which is passable. 

 

59-below  F - signifies failure. 
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 I do not, and I will not, grade on a curve.  Nor is it possible to offer extra credit work - for 

any reason.  Students should instead devote their energies to the assignments laid out in this syllabus.  If 

a student merits an “A”, that is the grade that he or she will receive.  At the same time, I do not distribute 

grades based on some sort of percentage basis, meaning that only a certain number of students can earn an 

“A”, a certain number a “B”, and so forth.  If every student deserves an “A”, that is the grade that each 

student will be given.  Having said that, I again point out that “A” work as defined above is genuinely 

outstanding and shows complete mastery of the subject.  While I hope that every student will strive to 

meet this standard, it will not be easy to obtain such a grade. 

 

 

RESEARCH PAPER - “Democratic responses to ethnic conflict” 
        

 According to the historian D.G. Boyce, the “time when the Irish Question first entered British 

politics can be dated precisely”.  That date was 13 February 1844, when Lord John Russell told the House 

of Commons that “Ireland is occupied not governed”.  Over a century and a half after the famous Whig 

leader uttered those words, Britain is still trying to answer its “Irish Question” - and, some might say, the 

Irish are still trying to answer their “British Question”. 

 

 All students taking this course are required to write a 12- to 14-page analytical paper.  You 

assignment is to pick an actor, episode, incident, or policy and use this vehicle to analyze how the 

relevant democratic institutions involved in this situation dealt with Ireland‟s ethnic conflict.  Your 

analysis should be based on a mix of sources - ideally, at least four (4) books and at least three (3) 

academic journal articles.  NOTE: Your paper may use readings assigned for this course.  But - they must 

be used in addition to the required seven (7) sources.  Therefore, it is not necessarily to your advantage to 

use course readings for this assignment. 

 

 It is critical to understand that this paper is not to be a simple narrative.  Rather, your assignment 

is to examine  a policy, or event, or a particular incident in a person‟s life by addressing questions such 

as: Why did this person, or political party, or other set of actors take the decision or action being 

analyzed?  What were the origins of a particular policy, how did a particular event affect those who lived 

through it?  Were there viable alternatives to the policy or action taken by your subject?  Were the results 

those expected or hoped for?  Or, did matters take an unexpected turn?  Was the result disastrous for those 

involved?  Your paper should lace your analysis throughout, using examples to substantiate your verdict.   

 

 As well as avoiding the trap of writing a purely narrative paper, you should also be aware that this 

is not an exercise in writing counterfactual history.  While your paper may consider alternatives to, say, 

a policy being considered, it is important that you only go so far as the evidence allows when making 

these determinations.  Put another way, your paper should not be an exercise in “what if” history.    

 

 This assignment gives each student the opportunity to explore a topic that he or she finds 

particularly interesting. For this reason, each student‟s selection must be unlike those of his or her fellow 

students.  At the same time, you should make sure that your topic can be examined within 12-14 pages.  It 

should not be so broad that it cannot be analyzed, but neither should it be so narrow that your paper is 

repetitive.  For instance, several of the topic suggestions below involve the Irish Republican Army.  It is 
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impossible to analyze this paramilitary organization in 12 to 14 pages.  However, you might take a look at 

one particular aspect of its history, such as the creation of “flying columns during the War of 

Independence or the use of hunger strikes in the 1980s to achieve its goals.  For your benefit, I require 

that you see me during office hours, to discuss paper topic options.  Your selection must then be 

submitted as a typed, one-page memorandum on 8 ½" by 11" paper no later than 16 February; the sooner 

you see me, the more choice you will have when it comes to selecting a topic.  A sample memorandum is 

given here: 

 

{STUDENT‟S NAME} 

{STUDENT‟S E-MAIL ADDRESS} 

HIST 388/009 

{DATE} 

 

 Leni Riefenstahl has created some of the most innovative and controversial films of our time.  As 

a woman film maker in a male dominated profession, her chances of success in this field were slim.  One 

powerful man, however, promoted her career: Adolf Hitler.  Young and in awe of the situation in which 

she found herself, Riefenstahl created films such as Triumph of the Will, Olympia, and Day of Freedom - 

Our Armed Forces.  I wish to explore the turbulence surrounding Riefenstahl‟s career to answer the 

following questions: What role did Riefenstahl play in promoting the Nazi regime?  Should she be viewed 

as evil, or should her work be considered from a purely artistic perspective? 

 

*** 

 

 Your paper must be typed, paginated, with margins of no more than one inch, double-spaced 

and footnoted; other citations - e.g., endnotes, MLA style, etc will not be accepted.  Your must also 

include a complete bibliography.  If you use alternative citations or fail to include a bibliography, your 

papers will be returned to you ungraded, and your subsequent grade for the assignment will be lowered by 

a full letter grade. A guide showing how footnotes and your bibliography should be presented will be 

issued shortly.   

 

 I understand students use the internet to research papers.  However, using internet sources alone 

is in itself insufficient.  While books and articles typically pass in front of four or five pairs of eyes 

before publication, material that appears on the internet is too often scanned in but not subsequently 

checked for accuracy.  This occurs even on reputable sites, where the most glaring errors occur.  On one 

site, for instance, a colleague found that Abraham Lincoln died not in 1865, but in 1965.   

 

 For this reason, your paper should rely mainly, if not exclusively, on printed sources (books, 

academic articles, etc.).  If you depend on internet sources that prove to be inaccurate, the grade for your 

paper will suffer accordingly.  Having said that, you are permitted to use academic articles obtained via 

reputable sites such as JSTOR.  

 

 Students may include prints, charts, etc, but only if they directly advance your argument.  Nor 

should they be used as a substitute for your text.  If you include a chart, that takes up half a page, for 

instance, that half page will not count toward the 12-14 page requirement.   

 

 It is expected that these papers written will be free of factual, spelling and grammatical errors.  

For this reason, I require students to purchase and use Strunk & White‟s Elements of Style.  This reliable, 
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inexpensive guide will save you from numerous errors both now and in the future and is well worth 

having.  Needless to say, it is the student‟s responsibility to submit a correct, legible copy of his or her 

paper. Unfortunately, some students are tempted to obtain research papers from the internet.  To prevent 

that happening, and to protect other students who play by the rules, I reserve the right to ask students to 

supply all notes, evidence of research, and drafts of their work should a question of authorship arise. 

  

 As pointed out above, there are a wealth of topics for you to choose from for this assignment, 

some of which are listed below to use as a starting point in this process.  These suggestions are by no 

means complete and students are allowed - indeed, encouraged - to present alternative topics: 

  

 1885-1918 (the Home Rule Crisis): The “uncrowned king of Ireland”: the strange career of 

Charles Stewart Parnell; the impact of mass-participation politics on the Irish Question; Parnellism & the 

Irish economy; the Conservatives & Home Rule; Gladstone‟s embrace of Irish Home Rule; “Ulster will 

fight: Ulster will be right!”: Lord Randolph Churchill plays the “Orange card”; the self-destruction of the 

Irish Parliamentary Party; “Ourselves Alone” - Arthur Griffith & the creation of Sinn Féin; John 

Redmond‟s quest for Home Rule; Marriage of Inconvenience: the Liberal Party & Irish nationalists; 

Orangeism as a political creed; Queen‟s rebel - Sir Edward Carson; “None dared call it treason” - the 

Conservative Party‟s decision to back the Ulster Unionists; Not his father‟s son: Winston Churchill & the 

Home Rule Crisis; Sacrifice: Unionists at the Somme & its impact on the Irish Question; Revolutionary 

politics: the impact of the Easter Rising; Lloyd George does a deal: the aborted 1916 settlement; “A 

failure of democratic compromise: the Irish Convention”.  

 

 1919-1925 (Independence & partition): Michael Collins & the origins of modern, urban 

guerrilla warfare; Sinn Féin & the challenge of Irish Unionism; Proportional representation as an answer 

to ethnic conflict; Eamon de Valera & the Ulster Question; “Funding a revolution”: Collins & the Irish 

Loan; the IRA‟s challenge to the British army; the decision to partition Ireland; the Lloyd George 

Coalition & the Irish Question, 1919-22; Arming the Protestants: the creation of the Ulster Special 

Constabulary; “Bloody Sunday”, 1920 - its origins & its impact; Public opinion & British policy in 

Ireland; “Creating Northern Ireland”: Sir James Craig & the first Ulster government; the Irish Treaty on 

partition; Winston Churchill & Britain‟s Irish policy, 1922; the boundary question: 1921-25; the Craig-

Collins Pacts; the IRA‟s “Northern offensive” - April-June 1922; the Northern Nationalists & partition; 

the Irish Free State‟s “Ulster Question”; the Boundary Commission debacle; “Irish theocracy?” - the Free 

State & the Catholic Hierarchy.   

 

 1926-1968 (Stagnation, world war, stagnation): “A Protestant State for a Protestant People: 

anti-Catholic discrimination in Northern Ireland; “Restless dominion”: the Free State & the British 

empire; “Benign - or malign? - neglect”: British policy toward Northern Ireland, 1925-1968; the de 

Valera Constitution and the claim to all Ireland; the IRA‟s disastrous 1939 campaign; the “Emergency”: 

Irish neutrality during World War II & its impact on Anglo-Irish relations; Northern Ireland in World War 

II; the impact of the declaration of the Irish Republic on Anglo-Irish relations; the IRA‟s “Border 

Campaign”, 1956-62; discrimination in Northern Ireland‟s economy; “Building bridges: Terence 

O‟Neill‟s moderate Unionism; the origins of the Northern Ireland civil rights campaign. 
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 1969-1979 (The “Troubles”): Summer, 1969: origins of the “Troubles”; The British Labour 

Party & the Northern Ireland Question; “The Doctor”: the Rev. Ian Paisley & the Democratic Unionist 

Party; the decision to send British troops to Northern Ireland; “I Ran Away” - the IRA in 1969; “The 

political education of Martin McGuinness”; Protestant paramilitaries; Provos: the split of Sinn Féin & the 

IRA; the politics of Gerry Adams; Internment as an instrument of anti-terrorist policy; the justice system 

& terrorism: creation of the Diplock courts; “Bloody Sunday” & its legacy; the end of Stormont; the 

IRA‟s bombing campaigns; the Sunningdale Agreement & its downfall; “On the blanket” - the “dirty 

protest” of IRA prisoners; Peaceful nationalism - the Social, Democratic & Labour Party; David Ervine & 

working-class Unionism; Collusion - British security forces & Loyalists paramilitaries. 

 

 1979-1997 (Thatcherites & the IRA): Margaret Thatcher‟s Unionism; the hunger strikers: 1980-

1981; the Anglo-Irish Accord; the IRA‟s bombing campaign in Britain; “Shoot-to-kill”? British security 

forces battle Irish republicans; Denying the “oxygen of publicity”: Thatcher‟s attempts to suppress media 

of Irish republicans; John Major & the peace process; the Dumcree marches: a case-study in the failure to 

compromise. 

 

 1997-2004 (The Blair Dispensation): New Labour - “new attitudes”? Blair & the Irish Question; 

Official Unionism under David Trimble; “An American in Ulster”: George Mitchell & the peace talks; 

the impact of Mo Mowlam; Fianna Fáil under the leadership of Bertie Ahern; the long road to the Good 

Friday Agreement; “Strange bedfellows”: Paisley & McGuinness & the Northern Ireland Executive; Sinn 

Féin in southern Irish politics. 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES & READING ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

Week 1  23 - 27 January   Britain’s “Irish Question”   

    

 You know, Mr Paisley, we are all the children of God. 

 No, we are not, Mr Callaghan.  We are all the children of wrath.    

    - exchange between James Callaghan & the Rev Ian Paisley 

 

 24
th
 - First meeting of   HIST 388/009 

 

 Readings:   Townshend, chp. 1, ( skim 2-3)                                                        

 

 

Week 2  30 January - 3 February  The militarization of politics 

 

 I have a parliament for Ireland within the hollow of my hand.     

    - Charles Stewart Parnell  

 

 31
st
 - Last day to add a course or to drop a course for a 100% refund 

 

Readings: Townshend, chp 4; Miller excerpt (supplied by instructor) 
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Week 3  6 - 10 February    “We will not have Home Rule” 

 

 There are things stronger than Parliamentary majorities. 

    - Andrew Bonar Law, speaking as Conservative Party leader 

 

 9
th
 - Last day to turn in exam blue books (see top of page 2 for more information) 

 

 Readings: Townshend, chp 5 

 

      

Week 4  13 - 17 February   Sacrifice 

 

 We are going out to be slaughtered. 

    - James Connolly, leaving Liberty Hall to join the Easter Rising 

 

 16
th
 - Last day to submit a research paper memorandum 

 

 Readings: Townshend, chp 6 

 

 

Week 5  20 - 24 February   War of Independence 

 

 This odd shooting of a policeman here and there is having a bad effect ... .  What we want is one 

good battle about once a month with about 500 men on each side.  

    - Eamon de Valera to IRA chief of staff Richard Mulcahy  

 

 

 Readings: Townshend, chp 7 (to p. 356); Hopkinson excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 

 

Week 6  27 February - 2 March   The politics of partition 

 

 [Ireland] ... is a most unfortunate country.  Something awkward always occurs at critical 

moments in her history. 

    - David Lloyd George 

 

 Readings: Phoenix excerpt (supplied by instructor); Fraser excerpt (supplied by instructor) 
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Week 7  5 - 9 March   The freedom to achieve freedom 

 

 I tell you this - early this morning I signed my death warrant.   

    - Michael Collins, after signing the Treaty of Irish independence 

 

6
th
 - Mid-term examination (tentative) 

 

Readings: Townshend, chp 7 (p. 356-364); Matthews excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 

 

Week 8  12 - 16 March   Spring Break - no classes 

 

 

Week 9  19 - 23 March   Static societies: Ireland after partition 

    

 We are a Protestant Parliament and a Protestant State. 

    - Sir James Craig, speaking as Northern Ireland‟s prime minister 

 

 Readings: Townshend, chp 8 (p. 374-388); McKittrick & McVea, “Introduction”, chp.1  

 

 

Week 10 26 - 30 March   “The Emergency”: Ireland in World War II 

 

 Should the present situation last till the end of the war ... a gulf will have opened between 

northern and southern Ireland, which it will be impossible to bridge in this generation. 

    - Winston Churchill 

    

 Readings: Barton excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 

 

Week 11 2 - 6 April    Civil rights/civil wrongs 

 

 For God’s sake bring me a large Scotch.  What a bloody awful country.    

   - Reginald Maudling, Home Secretary, after his first visit to Ulster 

 

 Readings: Townshend, chp 8 (p. 388-405); McKittrick & McVea, chp.2-3 

 

 

Week 12  9 - 13 April    Descent into violence 

 

 For half a century it [Unionist Party government] has misgoverned us, but it is on the way out.  

Now we are witnessing its dying convulsions.  And with traditional Irish mercy, when we’ve got it down, 

we will kick it into the ground.  

    - Bernadette Devlin 

 

 Readings: Townshend, “Epilogue”; McKittrick & McVea, chp.4-6 
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Week 13 16 - 20 April   Provisionals & Mrs T 

 

 Today, we were unlucky, but remember, we only have to be lucky once - you will have to be lucky 

always.  

    - IRA statement after its attempted assassination of Margaret Thatcher 

 

 Readings: McKittrick & McVea, chp.7-9 

 

 

Week 14 23 - 27 April   “An acceptable level of violence” 

 

 I saw the man who killed my daddy. 

    - 8-year-old son of Adrian McGovern after his murder by paramilitaries 

 

Readings: McKittrick & McVea, chp.10-11 

 

 

Week 15 30 April - 4 May    The long road to the Good Friday Agreement 

 

  The tragedies of the past have left a deep and profoundly regrettable legacy of suffering.  We 

must never forget those who have died or been injured, and their families.  But we can best honour them 

through a fresh start ... . 

    - Preamble of the Good Friday Agreement, 1998 

 

 Peace is today declared. 

    - Joint statement by Michael Collins & Sir James Craig, 1922 

 

 3
rd

 - Last class meeting for    HIST 388/009 

 5
th
 - Last day of classes    

 

 Readings: McKittrick & McVea, chp.12, “Perspectives” 

 

 

Week 16/17 7 - 16 May    Final exam period 

 

 7
th
 - 8

th
 - Reading Days 

 

Final exam schedule 
          

HIST 388/009   Thursday   10
th
 Thursday    1.30 p.m. -  4.15 p.m. 

   

 

 PLEASE NOTE: ALL DATES AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO SLIGHT 

MODIFICATION DEPENDING UPON UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 
 


