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CRIM 492 Honors Seminar 
 

“Beyond Mere Observation: Examining the Factors Affecting Perception of 
Physical and Social Disorder” 

Professor:  Dr. Sue-Ming Yang     Semester/Year: Spring, 2018 

Class Day/Time: T/4:30 pm - 7:10 pm   Class Location: Thompson Hall 
2021Email: syang10@gmu.edu    Office: Enterprise Hall Room 306 

  Office Hours: Tuesdays 3:00pm to 4:15pm, or by appointment 

Course Description and Objectives 

In 1982 Wilson and Kelling published their seminal piece “Broken Windows” in the Atlantic 
Monthly in which they suggest that disorder has criminogenic effects with untended disorder 
eventually leading to crime problems. Since then, urban disorder has become a center of public 
policy. Urban Sociologist Richard Sennett views so-called disorder as a manifestation of the 
social diversity of a place where people come from different racial, ethnic, social, and economic 
backgrounds.  Thus, disorder is considered a byproduct that comes with the modernization of 
urban cities. On the contrary, criminologists often classify disorder as a social negativity. Urban 
disorder has been argued to be the main source of the “fear” of residents, rather than the true fear 
of “crime.” In our fast-changing society, these contrasting viewpoints illustrate the subjective 
nature of what disorder is and its corresponding social meanings.  

In this course students will identify “factors” that affect individual perception of urban disorder. 
Based on the findings, students in this class will learn to design experiments to test different 
types of racial stereotypes and how they affect our perception of urban disorder and fear of crime. 
This study will build on and extend prior studies that the instructor has conducted regarding 
disorder perception. Students will conduct research on various issues related to racial stereotypes 
and implicit biases. The controversies related to zero-tolerance policing will also be reviewed 
and discussed. 

Course Activities 

CRIM 492 is the second part of the two-semester Honors Seminar, building upon the work 
students began in CRIM 491. This semester will be dedicated to data collection and analysis to 
answer the research questions students developed in CRIM 491.Students will work with the 
instructor to compile and interpret their results for public dissemination. At the end of the spring 
2018 semester, students will present their research for the CLS faculty and at the CHSS 
Undergraduate Research Symposium. Students may also work with the instructor on the 
dissemination of written products such as scientific journal articles or white papers. (These 
activities may continue beyond the end of the course, in which case students are welcome to 
continue their collaboration with the instructor) Students may also have opportunities to present 
their work at other events arranged by the instructor for audiences of practitioners and 
policymakers. 
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Research and Scholarship-Intensive Course and Honors Program Information 

This class is designated as a Students as Scholars Research and Scholarship (RS) Intensive 
Course, which means that you will have the opportunity to work on a real-life research project 
and present your results beyond the classroom. To learn more about Students as Scholars, visit 
http://oscar.gmu.edu.  
 
On completion of this course you should be familiar with the principles of participatory action 
research and research methods, be able to discuss prior research on community policing, alcohol-
related crime, and place-based crime prevention, and have developed a research question and 
research proposal that will be implemented in the Spring semester (CRIM 492). 
 
RS Student Learning Outcomes 
In this RS-designated course, students will: 
• Create an original scholarly or creative project 
• Communicate knowledge from an original scholarly or creative project 
• Engage in scholarly inquiry by: 
– Articulating and refining a scholarly question 
– Following ethical principles 
– Gathering evidence appropriate to the question 
– Assessing the validity of key assumptions and evidence 

The Criminology, Law and Society Honors Program is open to Criminology, Law and Society 
majors who show the ability and drive to benefit from intensive study in the honors seminars. 
There are no formal course or GPA requirements, although the most promising candidates will 
be students who have taken challenging courses at Mason and who have earned at least a 3.5 
overall/cumulative GPA. Students must have permission to participate in this course and are 
expected to make a one-year commitment to participate in both CRIM 491 and CRIM 492. 
Students who successfully complete CRIM 491 and 492 with a GPA of 3.5 or above will 
receive the honors designation in Criminology, Law and Society when they graduate and the 
letters “RS” will appear on their academic transcripts indicating they have participated in a 
Research and Scholarship Intensive course. The six credits from these two courses count in the 
elective category and toward the criminal justice concentration.  
 
Course Readings: 

Books 
Wesley Skogan (1990). Disorder and Decline. The Free Press. 
Peter K.B. St. Jean (2007). Pockets of Crime. The University of Chicago. 
Ralph Taylor (2001). Breaking Away from Broken Windows. Boulder, Co: Westview Press. 
Kelling and Coles (1996). Fixing Broken Windows. Simon and Schuster.  
 
Additional readings in PDF format 

In addition to the text, there are required readings assembled on the course blackboard page. All 
readings are in PDF format requiring you to have Adobe Acrobat Reader on your computer. You 
can read the readings on the screen or you can print them out.  
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COURSE GRADING AND ASSIGNMENTS  

Students will be graded based on the following criteria. All journals and paper discussed below 
should be submitted to the instructor electronically.  
 
1. Weekly Research Journal (20 points) 

Students will be expected to show regular progress on their research tasks and to take part in 
class discussions about the research project. When tasks are completed, students should 
submit weekly journals to the instructor that detail their progress and obstacles in the 
research processes. The research journal should also include the number of hours spent 
working on the project (both inside and outside of class). Other reading and assignments may 
also be assigned as needed during the semester. 
   

2. Final Summary Paper (60 points) 
Students will prepare a final paper as a group that summarizes their conclusions about the 
research project based on a synthesis of both prior research and the new research evidence 
generated by the class. In the paper, students should integrate their work and discuss how this 
evidence could be used to help police work with community when enforcing disorder 
policing. The instructor will provide further instructions and details about the paper during 
the semester. 
 

3. Public Presentations (20 points)  
Students will participate in developing and conducting a group presentation on the class’s 
research for the faculty and students of the Department of Criminology, Law and Society at 
the Department’s annual end-of-year honors and awards ceremony (date to be announced). 
(Note that presenting your work to audiences outside the classroom is a requirement of RS 
courses.) Students will also present their work (likely through a poster presentation) at the 
CHSS Undergraduate Research Symposium (date to be announced). Students may also have 
the option of taking part in other presentations that the instructor may arrange for specialized 
audiences of practitioners and policymakers (these will be announced during the semester if 
applicable). 
 
The course components will be weighted as follows in determining grades: 
 
Weekly Research Journal    20% 
Summary Paper     60% 
Presentations of Results    20% 
 

Grading Scale 

96-100 = A+  86.5-89.9 = B+ 76.5-79.9 = C+ 60-69.9 = D 

93-95.9 = A  83.5-86.4 = B  73.5-76.4 = C  <59.9   = F 

90-92.9 = A-  80.0-83.4 = B-  70.0-73.4 = C-   
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RESOURCES 
 
Blackboard 
Visit http://coursessupport.gmu.edu if you need help using Blackboard. Walk-in assistance is 
available at the Collaborative Learning Hub, 311 Johnson Center. 
 
The Writing Center and Mason Library 
The Writing Center at Mason (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu) is a fantastic and free resource 
providing information and one-on-one tutoring for all your writing needs. While I am always 
willing to review drafts of your writing and provide feedback, consider the Writing Center if you 
need more intensive assistance with any part of the writing process, from planning and 
organizing your paper to proof-reading and revising. Their website also has guides on best 
practices for reading, note-taking, and citing sources. Mason Library also has excellent tutorials 
on writing, reading, note-taking, giving presentations, time management, and academic integrity. 
See http://library.gmu.edu/tutorials for a full list. 
 
Personal and Academic Resources 
If you are struggling, in crisis, or just need information and resources, the Offices of University 
Life provide support and assistance for many areas of your personal and academic life, including 
academic integrity, counseling and psychological services, disability services, diversity and 
inclusion, health and wellness, LGBTQ resources, and advice for international students. See 
http://ulife.gmu.edu/home/offices-of-universitylife/ for a full listing of service areas and contact 
information. 
 
University Policies 
Students with Disabilities: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic 
accommodations, please inform the instructor and contact the Office of Disability Resources at 
703.993.2474. All academic accommodations must be arranged through that office. See 
http://ods.gmu.edu for more information.  
 
Cell Phones and technology:  All cell phones, pagers and other forms of communication must be 
silenced during the class period.  If you need to have your device on for emergency purposes 
inform the professor as well as take steps to minimize the disturbance to the class. This includes 
texting as well as speaking.  Students who use laptops should use them for class purposes, as 
other uses can be a distraction for other students in the course. 

Statement on Academic Integrity: I expect adherence to the University Honor Code. If I witness 
any violations of the Honor Code, I will follow the standard reporting procedures as outlined in 
the University Handbook. Most forms of cheating are self-evident and need no elaboration here. 
Plagiarism is not always well understood by students. Plagiarism is representing another's work 
as one's own. This extends to ideas as well as words. That is, if you paraphrase the ideas 
expressed in something you have read, you need to cite the author and source. Exact phrases, 
sentences, etc. from someone else's writing must be quoted and proper citation given.  

Important Dates and Deadlines:  

Last day to drop with a 33% tuition penalty   February 12th, 2018 
Final Drop deadline with a 67% tuition penalty February 23rd, 2018 
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COURSE OUTLINE AND DATES  
The spring 2018 semester of the honors seminar (CRIM 492) will be devoted to the development 
of original research on perception of social and physical disorder related to racial biases. The 
instructor will assign research activities (such as collecting and designing photos representing 
social and physical disorder) to each student on an ongoing basis. During the semester, students 
will work on these assigned tasks and discuss their progress and results with the instructor and 
their classmates. The instructor will notify students as to any changes to the class schedule. 
Unless stated otherwise by the instructor, class meetings will be held on the following dates: 
 

January 23rd, 2018 

January 30th, 2018 

February 6th, 2018 

February 13th, 2018 

February 20th, 2018 

February 27th, 2018 

March 6th, 2018 

Spring Break--No Class on March 13th  

March 20th, 2018 

March 27th, 2018 

April 3rd, 2018 

April 10th, 2018 

April 17th, 2018 

April 24th, 2018 

May 1st, 2018 

May 15th, 2018 (Final Exam Period) 


