
CRIM 320—CRIME AND PLACE
Fall 2017

Dr. Charlotte Gill | Department of Criminology, Law and Society, George Mason University
Thursdays 10:30am–1:10pm | Blue Ridge 129, Fairfax Campus

 cgill9@gmu.edu |  (703) 993-6085 |  Research Hall 317 (Thurs 1:30-3:00 or by appointment)

Course Description

Crime and place is an exciting area of study related to both theories of crime and practical applications in
criminal justice settings. Although interest in crime patterns at places is not new, criminologists have only
recently begun to focus significant attention on place-based explanations for crime and opportunities for
crime prevention. In this course we will explore the meaning of place in criminology, why crime happens at
some places more than others, the impact of high crime places on individual behavior, and how this knowl-
edge is used by criminal justice agencies to respond to and prevent crime.

Prerequisite: CRIM 100.
Credit Hours: 3.

Required Text

Weisburd, D., Eck, J. E., Braga, A. A., Telep, C. W., Cave, B., Bowers, K., …, & Yang, S.-M. (2016). Place
matters: Criminology for the twenty-first century. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press
Additional readings will be made available on Blackboard. Weekly reading assignments are listed under
Tentative Course Schedule and Reading Assignments starting on page 3.

Course Objectives and Roadmap

Objective Class
Demonstrate how place is relevant to crime and crime prevention 1, all
Summarize the different ways in which crime problems at places aremeasured 2, 3
Describe and compare place-based theories of crime 3-5
Apply place-based theories to demonstrate why some places have more crime
than others

6

Describe, contrast, and critique different place-based crime prevention strate-
gies

7-10

Synthesize knowledge about place-based theories and strategies to evaluate
topical issues and recommend appropriate solutions

7-10, project, assignments

mailto:cgill9@gmu.edu
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Assignments and Grading

All grading in this class is based on a points system. Every student starts with 0 points and can earn up to
500 points by completing the above assignments. I provide clear instructions on how to earn the maximum
number of points on each assignment. At the end of the course, letter grades will be assigned as follows:

A+ 485+ A 465-484 A- 450-464
B+ 435-449 B 415-434 B- 400-414
C+ 385-399 C 365-384 C- 350-364

D 300-349
F < 300

5-Minute Papers (up to 60 points)

In the last fewminutes of each class students will write a brief reflection on a key point from the day’s class and
any issues they are still unsure about. The purpose of this assignment is to assess participation, reinforce the
material, and provide feedback to the instructor. Papers will be graded as complete (5 points) or incomplete
(0 points).

Weekly Quizzes (up to 100 points)

Students will complete weekly online quizzes to better prepare them for course discussion and activities. The
quizzes will consist of up to 10 multiple choice, true/false, and/or fill in the blank questions. Students who do
not get full points on the quiz may retake it at any time during the semester for extra credit (up to 3 retakes).
Students who get full points on 7 of the 9 quizzes (including retakes) will receive an additional 10 points of
extra credit.

Midterm Exam (up to 100 points)

Students will take a midterm exam on October 12 to test comprehension of the key points covered so far.
After the midterm students will be ready to apply the concepts they have learned to different aspects of the
criminal justice system. Themidterm examwill consist of short answer questions (multiple choice, true/false,
and/or fill in the blank) and one essay question selected from a choice of three, whichwill be graded according
to the rubric posted on the course website. Material from classes 1-6 will be covered.

Group Project (up to 240 points)

Students will work in a group to complete a course project that applies the material we have learned to a real-
world crime problem. We will collaborate with theWMATA (DCMetro) Police Department for this project.
This project develops and assesses students’ skills in synthesizing and applying the course material. Students
will work together on in-class and take-home assignments and will prepare a group Powerpoint presentation
and individual summaries of recommendations to the police department. Students will be evaluated on their
participation in the group, the overall group presentation, and their individual summaries according to the
rubrics posted on Blackboard. Full instructions, including project milestones and task deadlines, will be
posted on Blackboard early in the semester. The individual summaries will be due no later than December
14 (there is no formal final exam in this class).

Last updated: September 6, 2017



CRIM 320 Crime and Place 3

Course Schedule and Reading Assignments

The weekly schedule is subject to change depending on the progress of the class. Any changes will be an-
nounced in class and posted on Blackboard.

You must do the assigned reading and related quiz before each class. Quizzes are due by 11:59pm the
night before class.

Please see page 4 for a full reference list of class readings. All readings that are not from the required text will
be posted on Blackboard.

Class Date Content & Readings
1 Aug-31 Introduction to Crime and Place

• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), Chapter 1 and pp. 75-79

2 Sep-7 Measurement and Analysis of Crime
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), pp.86-90 and 93-95
• Read Hart and Lersch (2015), Chapter 1
• Complete reading and quiz by September 6

3 Sep-14 Behavior of Crime at Place (Guest Instructor Dr Clair White)
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), Chapter 2
• Complete reading and quiz by September 13

4 Sep-21 Crime at Small Places
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), Chapter 3
• Complete reading and quiz by September 20

5 Sep-28 Crime in Communities
• Read Sampson (2011), pp. 210-223
• Complete reading and quiz by September 27

6 Oct-5 Environmental Criminology
• Read Clarke (1997), pp. 2-15
• Read Sherman (1995), pp. 35-45
• Complete reading and quiz by October 4

Oct-12 In-Class Midterm
• No assigned reading or reading quiz

7 Oct-19 Designing Out Crime
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), pp. 113-115 and 127-132
• Read Clarke (1997), pp. 15-28
• Complete reading and quiz by October 18

8 Oct-26 Place-Based Policing
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), pp. 115-126
• Read Gill, Weisburd, Telep, Vitter, and Bennett (2014)
• Complete reading and quiz by October 25

9 Nov-2 Communities, Justice, and Place
• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), pp. 133-134
• Read Sampson (2011), pp. 223-232
• Complete reading and quiz by November 1

Last updated: September 6, 2017
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Class Date Content & Readings
10 Nov-9 The Future of Place-Based Prevention

• Read Weisburd et al. (2016), pp. 135-138, Chapter 7
• Listen to a podcast about broken windows policing or read the article at the same
web page (posted on Blackboard).

• Complete reading and quiz by November 8

Nov-16 Independent Project Work
• No assigned reading or reading quiz
• No class meeting (you may use the classroom for your work)

Nov-23 Thanksgiving Break
• No class or assignments. Happy Thanksgiving!

Nov-30 Final Project Presentations I
• No assigned reading or reading quiz
• You must still attend class to receive participation points

Dec-7 Final Project Presentations II
• No assigned reading or reading quiz
• You must still attend class to receive participation points

References

Clarke, R. V. (Ed.). (1997). Situational crime prevention: Successful case studies (2nd ed.). Guilderland, NY:
Harrow and Heston.

Gill, C., Weisburd, D., Telep, C. W., Vitter, Z., & Bennett, T. (2014). Community-oriented policing to reduce
crime, disorder and fear and increase satisfaction and legitimacy among citizens: A systematic review.
Journal of Experimental Criminology, 10(4), 399–428. doi:10.1007/s11292-014-9210-y

Hart, T. C. & Lersch, K. M. (2015). Space, time, and crime (4th ed.). Durham, NC: Carolina Academic Press.
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236). Oakland, CA: ICS Press.
Sherman, L. W. (1995). Hot spots of crime and criminal careers of places. In D. Weisburd & T. McEwen

(Eds.), Crime mapping and crime prevention. Monsey, NY: Criminal Justice Press. Retrieved from http:
//www.popcenter.org/library/crimeprevention/volume_04/02-Sherman.pdf
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Course Policies and Resources

Course Policies

CourseWebsite and Communications

• The syllabus, course schedule, certain readings, and additional information and announcements will
be posted on Blackboard (http://mymasonportal.gmu.edu). Announcements will also be sent to your
Mason email address. Please be sure to check your Mason email regularly or ensure that you have
set up email forwarding correctly. For privacy reasons you should use your Mason email address to
correspond with me.

• My contact information is at the beginning of this document. Email is the best way to reach me. I will
reply to emails and voicemails within 24 hours during the week and by Monday morning if messages
are sent on Fridays or over the weekend. Please include “CRIM 320” in the subject line of emails and
your full name in the message. Leave your full name and a callback number or email address in voice
messages.

• I hold scheduled office hours on Thursdays after class (1:30-3pm). If this time doesn’t work for you,
you are welcome to email me or speak to me during class to set up an appointment at another time. I
will only discuss grades and make-up requests during face-to-face meetings. Any changes to this
schedule will be announced in class.

Classroom Conduct

• Please respect your instructor and classmates by coming to class on time and prepared, and by actively
listening to others.

• Use of laptops, tablets, and cellphones is encouraged at certain times during class to look up information
and contribute to discussions. However, students who use technology for non-class related activities
and/or disrupt the learning of others will be asked to leave the classroom and may have participation
points deducted.

• Sometimeswewill talk about uncomfortable or controversial topics where students have differing opin-
ions. I aim tomakemy classroom a safe space in which students feel comfortable discussing their ideas,
experiences, and opinions. This does not mean we avoid difficult subjects. I encourage respectful de-
bate and disagreement, and you should always feel free to challenge what I say. I expect you to be
considerate of the viewpoints and privacy of others.

Missed Assignments or Exams

I understand that emergencies arise and will discuss extension or make-up requests with students on a case-
by-case basis. In return I expect you to contact me as soon as possible and preferably in advance if you have
a problem, be honest about your situation, and do everything you can to meet the deadline or requirements
before requesting any special consideration.

Academic Integrity and theMason Honor Code

Students are expected to abide by the Honor Code, which prohibits lying, cheating, stealing, and plagiarizing.
Please see http://oai.gmu.edu/the-mason-honor-code/ for a full description of the Code and the honor com-
mittee process. The principle of academic integrity is taken very seriously and violations are treated gravely.
Instructors are required to report all violations of the Honor Code to the Mason Honor Committee. Viola-
tions will likely result in a failing grade for the assignment andmay result in a failing grade for the course, plus
any additional penalties determined by the Committee, which could include dismissal from the university.

Last updated: September 6, 2017
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In this course, academic integrity means that you will properly cite the words, work, and ideas of others in
all written work and presentations and work on your own on your quizzes, 5-minute papers, and midterm
exam. To help you comply with the Honor Code I will provide an overview of proper citation practices and
will include detailed information about my expectations in the instructions for each assignment (also see the
Resources section below). If you have any doubt as to whether you are in compliance with the Honor Code,
always ask me.

Students with Disabilities

If you are a student with a disability who needs academic accommodations, please contact Disability Services
(http://ods.gmu.edu) at (703) 993-2474. All academic accommodationsmust be arranged through that office.
If you have already contacted ODS and you are waiting to hear from a counselor, please let me know.

Enrollment Statement

You are responsible for verifying your enrollment in this class. Schedule adjustments should be made by
the deadlines published each year in the Schedule of Classes, available from the Registrar’s website (http:
//registrar.gmu.edu).The last day to add this class is September 5. The last day to drop without a tuition
penalty is September 5 (September 19 with a 33% penalty; September 29 with a 67% penalty). After the
last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the Dean and is only allowed
for nonacademic reasons. Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the
Schedule of Classes for selective withdrawal procedures.

Resources

Blackboard

Visit https://doit.gmu.edu/students/course-tools/blackboard-courses/ if you need help using Blackboard.
Walk-in assistance is available at the Collaborative Learning Hub (CLUB), 311 Johnson Center.

TheWriting Center andMason Library

The Writing Center at Mason (http://writingcenter.gmu.edu) is a fantastic and free resource providing in-
formation and one-on-one tutoring for all your writing needs. While I am always willing to review drafts of
your writing and provide feedback, consider the Writing Center if you need more intensive assistance with
any part of the writing process, fromplanning and organizing your paper to proof-reading and revising. Their
website also has guides on best practices for reading, note-taking, and citing sources. Mason Library also has
excellent tutorials on writing, reading, note-taking, giving presentations, time management, and academic
integrity. See http://library.gmu.edu/tutorials for a full list.

Personal and Academic Resources

If you are struggling, in crisis, or just need information and resources, the Offices of University Life provide
support and assistance formany areas of your personal and academic life, including academic integrity, coun-
seling and psychological services, disability services, diversity and inclusion, health and wellness, LGBTQ re-
sources, and advice for international students. See http://ulife.gmu.edu/home/offices-of-university-life/ for
a full listing of service areas and contact information.

Last updated: September 6, 2017
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