
CRIM 315: Research Methods and Analysis in Criminology 

 

Course Description 
CRIM 315 provides an introduction to research design, methods, and analysis in the field 

of criminology. Students will learn to understand, interpret, and critique quantitative and 

qualitative research approaches, and become intelligent consumers of research. 

 

A successful research methods course should not only teach students about statistics and 

research methods. Instead, it should teacher students to become critical consumers of 

information. With research often presented in the media, it is important for all people to 

understand to evaluate what they are seeing and be able to gauge if a study is reliable. 

Some research methods are appropriate for only some research questions. Thus, it is 

important to know not only about the research methods, but when they apply and how we 

can better understand if they are performed effectively.  

 

Required Text 

Bachman, R.D. & Schutt, R.K. (2017). The Practice of Research in Criminology and  

Criminal Justice. Sixth Edition. SAGE Press. Thousand Oaks, CA. (520pp.) 

 

Additional required research articles are posted on the Blackboard site. Please read each 

of these Blackboard readings prior to attending class each week.  
 

You are also expected to conform to APA Style in all of your written assignments. You 

can obtain online APA help from https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/ or 

http://www.apastyle.org/learn/tutorials/basics-tutorial.aspx.  

 

Class Preparation 

This course meets once a week, from 5:00 – 8:30pm. Thus, it is important to come to 

class knowing that it is a lengthy evening class. Class time will be a combination of 

lecture, discussion, and demonstrations. Active involvement with the material is 

necessary to become a critical consumer of research in criminology. Active involvement 

involves asking questions and contributing to class discussions. Research has shown that 

active learning helps learners process the information at a deeper level, which aids in the 

understanding, subsequent recall, and critical questioning of the materials. 

 

By being enrolled in the course, you are making a commitment to attend lecture at the 

scheduled times and to actively participate in class discussion. Given the nature of the 

subject matter, all materials are highly interconnected and it is absolutely crucial that you 

show up for lectures and read the required materials to do well for the course. This is 

especially true regarding readings outside of the text, as the research methods presented 

in these articles could form the basis of not only the class discussion but also exams and 
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participation. Readings will be made available on Blackboard at the start of the course, 

though the readings might be updated if new articles are published during the semester.  

 

If there are any weather emergencies or cancellations, please check Blackboard before 

coming to class. The instructor will post any updates as soon as practicable.  

 

Respect 

A good classroom is built on mutual respect between the instructor and the students. Text 

messaging, using social media (Facebook, Twitter, whatever new technology comes out 

in 2017), checking e-mail, using the internet, using cell phones, reading newspapers, 

eating, playing games, using fidget spinners in a distracting manner, sleeping and related 

behaviors are disrespectful and distracting. If you engage in these behaviors, you might 

be asked to stop or leave the class. Please avoid engaging in these activities during class. 

This class will also touch on sensitive issues. If a topic is uncomfortable for you, you may 

leave the class no questions asked and you are encouraged to contact the instructor about 

any missed material. In this instance, you will not be held accountable for missed 

participation (see below).  

 

Late Work and Make-Up Policy 

Late work will NOT be accepted. If you are going to miss class, please hand in your 

work ahead of time. Work is generally due at the start of the class period (by 

4:59:59pm). Assignments should be submitted online via Blackboard.   

 

Make-up assignments/exams will only be given for religious observances, scheduled 

University activities, or medical/family emergencies. The student is required to notify the 

Instructor before religious observances or scheduled University activities and will be 

expected to complete the assignments earlier or on time. For emergencies, the student is 

required to notify the Instructor as soon as practical. Please see the instructor for 

information. 

 

Students as Scholars 

This class is identified as a Students as Scholars Scholarly Inquiry course, where students 

learn about the recursive process of scholarly inquiry either through studying previous 

scholarship or as preparation for participating in an original scholarly project. To learn 

more about Students as Scholars, visit oscar.gmu.edu. In this Scholarly Inquiry course, 

students will: 

 Articulate a question, problem, or challenge that is generally relevant and 

appropriate in scope. 

 Identify some relevant ethical issues; demonstrates some attention to ethical 

principles at some stages of the inquiry process. 

 Communicate knowledge from a scholarly or creative project through writing, 

presenting, or performing, employing some conventions appropriate to the 

audience and context. 

 

Technology 
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If you do not have access to a personal computer for out of class assignments, you should 

plan to utilize the University’s computer lab, which is located in the Johnson Center, 

room 342 (please see the university website for hours of operation: 

http://www.gmu.edu/resources/welcome/hours.html). You can also check out laptops at 

Fenwick Library: http://library.gmu.edu/laptops 

 

Academic Integrity 

Academic integrity is a basic guiding principle for all academic activity at the University, 

allowing the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner. It is 

assumed that students have read and understand the University’s Academic Honesty 

Policy as of the first day of class. You must not engage in or tolerate academic 

dishonesty. This includes, but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, fabrication of 

information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, unauthorized 

possession of exams, submitting work of another person, or work previously used without 

informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students. 

Violations of academic integrity will result in a failing grade on the exam, assignment, or 

the course. Failure to acknowledge other people’s work by using quotes or appropriately 

referencing the author’s work (even from the textbook, my lectures, or a past paper 

you’ve written) can constitute plagiarism. Do not submit papers written for other classes. 

 

Accommodations for Special Needs: If you anticipate needing any type of 

accommodation in this course or have questions about physical access, please contact me 

for a confidential discussion of your needs for academic accommodation as soon as 

possible. I aim to provide flexible and individualized accommodation to students with 

documented disabilities that have been disclosed to the appropriate GMU entity.   

 

Grading Scale: 

A+* (100 - 96.50%)    A (96.49 – 92.50%)   A- (92.49 - 89.50%)    

B+ (89.49 - 86.50%)  B (86.49 - 82.50%)   B- (82.49 - 79.50%)  

C+ (79.49 - 76.50%)    C (76.49 - 72.50%)  C- (72.49 – 

69.50%)   

D (69.49 – 59.50%)  F (< 59.49%)   

*An A+ will be recorded as an A on your official transcript.  

 
Assignments and Graded Activity 

Your final grade will be based on the following:  

 

 Research Critique #1:  15 points  

 Research Critique #2: 15 points   

 Exam:    30 points  

Final Paper:    30 points  

 Participation:   10 points___  

     100 points 
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Research Critiques: 30 points total (30% of your grade)  
There will be two research critiques during the course. Each will follow the same 

guidelines, though more will be expected in the second research critique. The instructor 

will provide a set of articles for the students to choose from. The student will then write a 

4-6 page Times New Roman double-spaced research critique on a set of factors discussed 

in the class (and provided to the student in the research critique prompt).  

 

Take-Home Exam: 30 points total (30% of your grade)  
There will be only one exam in this course. All material covered in the lecture and the 

readings (including application) will be covered. The exams will consist of multiple 

choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer essay questions. No make-up exam will be 

provided unless you meet an above exception. This exam is a take-home exam. You 

can use any of your class materials (textbook; outside readings; Internet sources) 

but this is an INDIVIDUAL exam. Any collaboration with colleagues could result in 

a 0 on the exam. If you have any questions, see the instructor. Due via Blackboard. 

 

Methods Paper: 30 points (30% of your grade)  
You will be required to write a final paper that takes an area of criminology research and 

proposes a study. The focus of the paper (and the majority of the grade) will be on your 

hypotheses and methods section, though you will also be expected to write an 

introduction literature review. More will be discussed about the paper during the class 

period, but as an overview, it will be 10-12 pages (not including the title page and 

references), double-spaced, Times New Roman and following APA format. The paper 

must include at least 5 peer-reviewed journal sources, and discuss one hypothesis that 

you test across four research methods. You are encouraged to start thinking of a topic and 

get the instructor’s approval as soon as practical to help give you enough time to 

successfully complete the assignment. Topic approval is not required. More instruction 

will be provided in class. Both the outline and final paper are due to the instructor via 

email.  

 

Participation: 10 points (10% of your grade)  
Throughout the class, the instructor will do participation “checks”. These are meant to be 

easy if you are in attendance and paying attention. For example, during a lecture on 

correlation, the student might be given a “pop quiz” to write down the definition from 

their class notes and submit to the instructor for credit. Unless you fit an exception noted 

above, these checks cannot be made up if missed. Attendance will not be taken in the 

class, but attendance is strongly encouraged if not mandatory.  

  



CRIM 315: Research Methods and Analysis in Criminology 

 

Class Schedule (Subject to Change) 
Week Classes / 

Dates 

Required Reading / Topics 

(Refer to the Course Content folder for 

Additional Readings for Each Week) 
Assignments 

1 May 23 Science, Society, and Criminological 

Research (Ch. 1) 

The Process and Problems of 

Criminological Research (Ch.2)  

 

2 May 30 Research Ethics (Ch.3); 

Conceptualization and Measurement 

(Ch.4) 

 

3 June 6 Sampling (Ch.5); Causation and 

Research Design (Ch.6) 
Research Critique #1 

Due 

4 June 13** Experimental Designs (Ch.7)  

5 June 20 Survey Research (Ch.8)  

6 June 27 Qualitative Methods (Ch.9); Analyzing 

Content (Ch.10) 
Research Critique #2 

Due 

7 July 4 NO CLASS FOR HOLIDAY 

8 July 11 Evaluation and Policy Analysis (Ch.11)  

9 July 18** NO CLASS: WORK ON EXAM  

10 July 25 Mixing and Comparing Methods 

(Ch.12); Quantitative Data Analysis 

(Ch.13) 
Take Home Exam Due 

11 August 1 Analyzing Qualitative Data (Ch.14)  

12 August 8 

(Last class!) 
Reporting Research Results (Ch.15)  

 August 11  Methods Paper Due 

 

In the case of a weather emergency, please check Blackboard Announcements.  


