
HISTORY 615  008 

AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENT, AND SOCIETY 

FALL 2011 

MCGILL 

 

The list of required books, with complete publication information, is available on the bookstore 

website. 

 

TH Sep 1: Introduction 

 READ:  Douglas R. Hurt, “Reflections on American Agricultural History” Agricultural 

  History Review, Vol. 52, No. 1 (2004) pp. 1-19. 

 

TH Sep 8: Native American agriculture 

 READ: Donahue, Great Meadow chap. 2 (The Native Ecological System) 

  Daniel K. Onion, “Corn Culture of the Mohawk Iroquois” Economic Botany, Vol. 

    18, No. 1 (Jan.-Mar 1964) pp. 60-66. 

  William E. Doolittle, “Agriculture on the Eve of Contact: A Reassessment”  

   Annals of the Association of American Geographers, Vol. 82, No. 3 (Sep.  

   1992) pp. 386-401. 

  C. Margaret Scarry and John F. Scarry, “Native American „Garden Agriculture‟ in 

    Southeastern North America” World Archaeology, Vol. 37, No. 2 (Jun. 

    2005) pp. 259-274. 

  From the Bible, Genesis 3; 4:1-10 

  At the website http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends read the following: 

   Tuscarora legend “The Corn Spirit” 

   Chippewa legend “The Father of Indian Corn” 

   Arikara legend “The First to Know Maize” 

   Cherokee legend “The Origin of Game and Corn” 

 

TH Sep 15: Anderson, Creatures of Empire 

 

TH Sep 22:  Donahue, Great Meadow 

 

TH Sep 29: Breen, Tobacco Culture 

 

TH Oct 6: Chaplin, Anxious Pursuit 

 

TH Oct 13: Agrarianism 

READ: Hector St. John de Crevecoeur, Letters from an American Farmer 

   Letters I, II, III, IX, X, XII 

  Crevecoeur, Sketches of Eighteenth-Century America, available at  

 http://openlibrary.org/books/OL6683343M/Sketches_of_eighteenth_century_America 

   I. “A Snow-Storm as It Affects the American Farmer” 

   II. “Ant-hill Town” 

   IV. “Thoughts of an American Farmer on Various Rural Subjects” 

  Thomas Jefferson, Notes on the State of Virginia, Query 19 “Manufactures” 

http://www.firstpeople.us/FP-Html-Legends


  available at:  http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefVirg.html 

 

TH Oct 20: Clark, Roots of Rural Capitalism 

 

TH Oct 27: Stoll, Larding the Lean Earth 

 

TH Nov 3: Faragher, Sugar Creek 

 

TH Nov 10:  Vincent, Southern Seed, Northern Soil 

 

TH Nov 17:  Saville, Work of Reconstruction 

 

TH Nov 24: THANKSGIVING; NO CLASS 

 

TH Dec 1: Report on primary source reading 

 PAPER DUE 

 

TH Dec 8: In-class report on agricultural site visit 

 

TH Dec 15: Final exam 

 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

I. Regular Participation.  It should not be necessary to remind students at this level that 

class attendance is absolutely vital for absorption of the material.  Class discussion will not only 

(it is to be hoped) open up new ways of thinking about the subject at hand, it will also help fix 

the information in your mind more firmly than merely reading the book on your own would do.  

You will also be expected to contribute in a useful manner to class discussion—something you 

cannot do if you are absent or unprepared.  “Useful manner” means that you have specific things 

to say about a book, not just general remarks.  Point to page numbers; give facts.  Remember—

when you are leading the discussion, you will want responsive classmates; be sure to return the 

favor!   

 

II.      Agricultural Site Visit.  You will need to visit a historic site that forefronts agriculture.  

Some suggestions are: Museum of American Frontier Culture (Staunton, VA); George 

Washington‟s barn at Mt. Vernon; Claude Moore Colonial Farm (Mclean, VA); Cyrus 

McCormick Farm (Lexington, VA); Loudoun Heritage Farm Museum (Sterling, VA); Cherry 

Hill Farmhouse and Barn (Falls Church, VA); Ball Sellers House (Arlington, VA).  Please ask 

me if you have another site in mind.  Discussion of the visits will form the main topic of 

discussion for one class.  If you visit a site at which only the house is still intact, you may wish to 

do some additional background reading. 

 

III. Leading Discussion.  You will need to lead, perhaps with another student, one class 

discussion on an assigned book.  You will not be responsible for the entire class period; I will 

have questions I wish to ask, and typically each class will also have some lecture content that 

addresses the theme listed on the syllabus.  You may approach this in whatever way you choose, 

http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/JefVirg.html


using book reviews, interactive activities, visual aids, handouts, any other appropriate format or 

material, or none of the above.  You should ask other students to briefly summarize the book, 

and establish what the main thesis is; however, be sure your presentation is not a lengthy 

recapitulation of the book itself.  Assume the rest of the class has already done the reading; your 

job is to raise talking points and questions about the book. You should also expect class members 

to address factual details in the reading, and not just broad themes.  You may provide 

background information on the author, and should try to fit the book into larger historiographic 

trends (does it build on previous studies? is it a departure in methodology or interpretation? etc.)  

As the semester progresses, you should also try to relate (or, rather, encourage the class to relate) 

your chosen work to previous reading assignments.  On the day of the discussion you must hand 

in to me a one or two page outline of what you plan to present to the class and how the group (if 

you are part of one) divided up the work (include handouts, if any). 

 

IV.     Comparative Book Review. Write a book review comparing the topic, methods, sources, 

and conclusions of two of the assigned books for the semester.  Suggestions for comparison are: 

Faragher/Vincent; Breen/Chaplin; Chaplin/Saville; Saville/Vincent; Clark/Faragher; 

Clark/Donahue; Donahue/Stoll; Stoll/Chaplin; Anderson;/Faragher; Donahue/Clark.  You should 

be sure you have covered the bases for each book, as well as making comparisons.  You will 

need to decide on the books you want to use by the second week of class.  Your review will be 

due on the day the later of the two books is the assigned reading.   

 

V.     Primary Source Research.  You will need to read a book-length primary source (or 

combination of related sources).  These could be farm journals, agricultural periodicals or 

treatises, descriptions of agriculture by foreign visitors, or another appropriate primary source.  

Many of these are available either in modern publications or on line.  The footnotes and 

bibliographies of your assigned readings offer many examples from which to choose; you should 

begin scanning these early on.  When you have settled on a source, check with me; do this by 

Nov. 17.  Your paper should describe and analyze your source material, and also fit it into other 

of the semester‟s readings, making comparisons or contrasts where appropriate (approximately 7 

pages).  You will also be sharing your reading in class on the day the paper is due. 

 

VI.     Final Exam.  The final exam will be take home, and will be due Thursday, Dec. 15.  It 

will consist of essay questions (you will have a choice).  You need to give me a hard copy, either 

by putting it in my mailbox in the history department lobby area (before 5:00 p.m., as the outer 

door is locked after that) or by bringing it to me at my office between 6:30 and 8:00 p.m. 

 

Grading:  Leading discussion, comparative book review, primary source paper, and final exam 

will each count as 25% of your final grade. 

 

Contact information: Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 

concerns.  You can reach me in the following ways: 

email:  kmgill@gmu.edu 

 Office: Robinson B, 371B 

 Office hours: Thursday, 6:30-7:00, or by appointment 

 

mailto:kmgill@gmu.edu

