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syllabus calendar below for a tentative list.)      
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RECOMMENDED TEXTS  

   (Note: you are not required to purchase these books; they are merely listed for your benefit:) 
 
 1. Clarke, Peter.  The Last Thousand Days of the British Empire 

 2. Commager, Henry Steele, ed.  Britain Through American Eyes 

 3. Dimbleby, David & David Reynolds.  An Ocean Apart 
 4. Foreman, Amanda.  A World on Fire: Britain’s Crucial Role in the American Civil War 

 5. Jasanoff, Maya.  Liberty’s Exiles: American Loyalists in the Revolutionary World 

 6. Phillips, Kevin.  The Cousins’ Wars: Religion, Politics, Civil Warfare, and the Triumph of 
  Anglo-America 

 7. Reynolds, David.  Rich Relations: The American Occupation of Britain, 1942-1945 

 8. Roberts, Andrew.  Masters & Commanders: How Four Titans Won the War in the West 

 9. Self, Robert.  Britain, America and the War Debt Controversy 

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES: 
 

 This course surveys the unique, if often quarrelsome “special relationship” between the British 

and American peoples from the colonial period and revolution to the military and political alliances of the 
two major English-speaking powers of the 20

th
 century.  It will also chart the cross-cultural influences that 

both nations have had on one another from the anti-slavery movement to the impact of popular music, 

film and television as both societies have reflected one another even as they often go their own separate 

ways.    
 

 

TEACHING TECHNIQUES & EXAMINATIONS: 
 

 Varied, although the emphasis will be on lectures, classroom discussions, and readings.  

Typically, I use what is called a “semi-Socratic” method of teaching.  If you are prepared, your 

contribution to these discussions will lead to a more lively and interesting experience for everyone.  On a 
more prosaic level, your participation in class will benefit your final grade.  Students who excel in this 

respect will benefit if their grades are borderline between a plus or minus; for example, a C might become 

a C+, or a B+ might become an A-. 
 

 Examinations will be composed of a mix of multiple-choice, short-answer, and essay questions.  

A study guide will be supplied prior to each test.  The mid-term exam will cover material from the first 
day of class up through the session prior to the exam itself.  The final exam will only cover material 

between the mid-term and the last class.  In other words, these exams are not cumulative.  

 

 You are personally responsible for knowing the time and date of exams and other assignments.  
(Note: the date for the mid-term exam given in the syllabus calendar is tentative.)  You are expected to 

take  exams when they are given to the class; students are not allowed to take exams at a time of their own 

choosing.  If you fail to show up for an exam without a documented excuse (usually medical in nature), 
you will not be allowed to take a make-up exam.  You will, instead, be given a zero grade without appeal.  

This applies, in particular, to the final exam; the date for this exam is set by the university and is given at 

the end of the syllabus calendar. 
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 Make-up exams and quizzes will be administered at a time and date that is mutually convenient 

to the instructor and student.  It is up to each student to resolve the matter of make-up work with the 

instructor - not the other way around.  Also, students who are permitted to take exams at the testing 

center must obtain the paperwork needed to do so prior to each examination.  

 

 

GRADING SCALE: 
 

Mid-term examination      25 percent 
Research paper       30 percent 

Final examination      35 percent 

Classroom participation/attendance and quizzes:    10 percent 

       __________ 
Total:       100 percent 

 

 
90-100      A - signifies remarkable, outstanding work showing complete mastery of the subject 

   A+  97   - 100    

   A 93   -   96.9 
   A- 90   -   92.9 

 

80-89       B - signifies work that is above the average expectations for this course. 

   B+ 87   -   89.9 
   B 82   -   86.9 

   B- 80   -   81.9 

 
70-79       C - signifies work that meets average university standards. 

   C+ 77   -   79.9 

   C 72   -   76.9 

   C- 70   -   71.9 
 

60-69       D - signifies work that is far below average but which is passable. 

 
59-below  F - signifies failure. 

 

 I do not, and I will not, grade on a curve.  Nor is it possible to offer extra credit work - for 

any reason.  Students should instead devote their energies to the assignments laid out in this syllabus.  If 

a student merits an “A”, that is the grade that he or she will receive.  At the same time, I do not distribute 

grades based on some sort of percentage basis, meaning that only a certain number of students can earn an 

“A”, a certain number a “B”, and so forth.  If every student deserves an “A”, that is the grade that each 
student will be given.  Having said that, I again point out that “A” work as defined above is genuinely 

outstanding and shows complete mastery of the subject.  While I hope that every student will strive to 

meet this standard, it will not be easy to obtain such a grade. 
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ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATION: 
 

 If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see me and 
contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 703.993.2474.  All academic accommodations must be 

arranged through that office.  You should see me about this matter immediately so that ODS can plan for 

the specific accommodation to assist you.  
 

 

RESEARCH PAPER - How “special”, the special relationship? : 
 

 “It is always a joy to me to meet an American”, says Sherlock Holmes in one of the many tales of 

the fictional sleuth, “for I am one of those who believe that the folly of a monarch and the blundering of a 

Minister in fargone years will not prevent our children from being someday citizens of the same world-
wide country under a flag which shall be a quartering of the Union Jack with the Stars and Stripes.” 

 

 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle penned those words in 1890, when Britain possessed the world’s largest 
economy, the world’s largest civilian and military fleets, and the largest empire in recorded history while 

their “American cousins” were poised to become the world’s leading industrial power.  On both sides of 

the Atlantic, Conan Doyle was far from alone in believing that the future belonged to the “English-
speaking peoples” - Britain, its empire, and America united by the ties of a common language, history, 

and culture. 

 

 It was not always thus, nor would it be many times in the future.  Over roughly four centuries, 
Anglo-American relations have as often as not been marked by rivalry - economic as well as military, 

with large servings of hostility and contempt served up in equal measure by both sides for the other.   

 
 All students taking this course are required to write an 12- to 14-page analytical paper.  It should 

examine a particular aspect of Anglo-American relations - political, economic, military, social, or cultural 

- to show how the relationship between these two nations is indeed “special” or unique.  Or, you may 

wish to use your paper to demonstrate that the “special relationship” is an illusion, as fictional as Sherlock 
Holmes himself.    

 

 Ideally, your analytical paper should be based on at least four (4) books and at least three (3) 
academic journal articles.  NOTE: Your paper may use readings assigned for this course.  But - they must 

be used in addition to the seven (7) independent sources required for these assignments.  Therefore, it is 

not necessarily to your advantage to use course readings for this assignment. 
 

 It is critical that you bear in mind that this paper is not to be a simple narrative.  Rather, your 

assignment is to examine  a policy, or event, or a particular incident in a person’s life by addressing 

questions such as: Why did this person, or political party, or other set of actors take the decision or action 
being analyzed?  What were the origins of a particular policy, how did a particular event affect those who 

lived through it?  Were there viable alternatives to the policy or action taken by your subject?  Were the 

results those expected or hoped for?  Or, did matters take an unexpected turn?  Was the result disastrous 
for those involved?  Your paper should lace your analysis throughout, using examples to substantiate your 

verdict.   

 
 

 



- 5 - 

 
 

 As well as avoiding the trap of writing a purely narrative paper, you should also be aware that this 

is not an exercise in writing counterfactual history.  While your paper may consider alternatives to, say, 

a policy being considered, it is important that you only go so far as the evidence allows when making 
these determinations.  Put another way, your paper should not be an exercise in “what if” history.    

 

 This assignment gives each student the opportunity to explore a topic that he or she finds 
particularly interesting. For this reason, each student’s selection should be unlike those of his or her 

fellow students.  At the same time, you should make sure that your topic can be examined within 12-14 

pages.  It should not be so broad that it cannot be analyzed, but neither should it be so narrow that your 
paper is repetitive.  For instance, several of the topic suggestions below involve Winston Churchill.  It is 

impossible to analyze the impact of Churchill on Anglo-American relations in 12 to 14 pages.  However, 

you can take a look at one particular period or episode such as the impact of his famous wartime radio 

broadcasts to America, his defense of Britain’s empire against US critics, or his attempts to influence 
Dwight Eisenhower on the nuclear arms race of the early 1950s.  For your benefit, I require that you see 

me during office hours, to discuss paper topic options.  Your selection must then be submitted as a 

typed, one-page memorandum on 8 1/2" by 11" paper no later than 21 September.  A sample 
memorandum is given here: 

 

{STUDENT’S NAME} 
{STUDENT’S E-MAIL ADDRESS} 

HIST 388/007 

{DATE} 

 
 Leni Riefenstahl has created some of the most innovative and controversial films of our time.  As 

a woman film maker in a male dominated profession, her chances of success in this field were slim.  One 

powerful man, however, promoted her career: Adolf Hitler.  Young and in awe of the situation in which 
she found herself, Riefenstahl created films such as Triumph of the Will, Olympia, and Day of Freedom - 

Our Armed Forces.  I wish to explore the turbulence surrounding Riefenstahl’s career to answer the 

following questions: What role did Riefenstahl play in promoting the Nazi regime?  Should she be viewed 

as evil, or should her work be considered from a purely artistic perspective? 
 

*** 

 
 Your paper must be typed, paginated, with margins of no more than one inch, double-spaced 

and footnoted; other citations - e.g., endnotes, MLA style, etc will not be accepted.  Your must also 

include a complete bibliography.  If you use alternative citations or fail to include a bibliography, your 
papers will be returned to you ungraded, and your subsequent grade for the assignment will be lowered by 

a full letter grade. A guide showing how footnotes and your bibliography should be presented will be 

issued shortly.   

 
 I understand students use the internet to research papers.  However, using internet sources alone 

is in itself insufficient.  While books and articles typically pass in front of four or five pairs of eyes 

before publication, material that appears on the internet is too often scanned in but not subsequently 
checked for accuracy.  This occurs even on reputable sites, where the most glaring errors occur.  On one 

site, for instance, a colleague found that Abraham Lincoln died not in 1865, but in 1965.   
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 For this reason, your paper should rely mainly, if not exclusively, on printed sources (books, 

academic articles, etc.).  If you depend on internet sources that prove to be inaccurate, the grade for your 

paper will suffer accordingly.  Having said that, you are permitted to use academic articles obtained via 
reputable sites such as JSTOR.  

 

 Students may include prints, charts, etc, but only if they directly advance your argument.  Nor 
should they be used as a substitute for your text.  If you include a chart, that takes up half a page, for 

instance, that half page will not count toward the 12-14 page requirement.   

 
 It is expected that these papers written will be free of factual, spelling and grammatical errors.  

For this reason, I require students to purchase and use Strunk & White’s Elements of Style.  This reliable, 

inexpensive guide will save you from numerous errors both now and in the future and is well worth 

having.  Needless to say, it is the student’s responsibility to submit a correct, legible copy of his or her 
paper. Unfortunately, some students are tempted to obtain research papers from the internet.  To prevent 

that happening, and to protect other students who play by the rules, I reserve the right to ask students to 

supply all notes, evidence of research, and drafts of their work should a question of authorship arise. 
  

 Below are a series of topic ideas for analysis grouped by date.  This list is by no means complete 

and students are allowed - indeed, encouraged - to present alternative topics: 
 

 Colonization to Revolution: 1500-1783 The origins of Britain’s North American empire; the 

legacy of Jamestown; Slavery & the first British empire; a “city on the hill” - the Puritans in England and 

America; the impact of England’s Civil War on its American colonies; John Locke’s influence on 
American politics; English Cavaliers in the American South; the Scots-Irish in America; the challenge of 

France in North America; “King’s men” - Americans fighting for Britain; Benjamin Franklin - 

transatlantic superstar; how to govern the American colonies; Losing America’s affection - the Stamp 
Act; the road to Revolution; John Adams, British redcoats, & the “Boston Massacre”; “Ungrateful 

children”: Parliament’s view of its American colonies; Loyalists v. rebels: the American Revolution as 

civil war; George Washington’s role in defeating Britain; caught in the middle: American Indians in the 

Revolution; the impact of the Declaration of Independence in Britain; American champions: Edmund 
Burke and William Pitt, the Elder; from colonial rebellion to global war: France’s impact on fighting & 

winning the Revolution; “False hopes” - Britains’ use of slaves as soldiers in the Revolution; the Treaty 

of Paris: Britain recognizes the United States of America. 
 

 North American rivals: 1783-1860 Exile: American Loyalists after independence; Making 

trouble - British support for American Indians in the West; American ambassador - John Adams in 
Britain; the French Revolution’s impact on Anglo-American relations; America’s “almost war” with 

revolutionary France; America’s Anglophobe - Thomas Jefferson; Britain blockades Napoleon’s Europe; 

Impressment - forcing Americans to serve in the Royal Navy; America covets Canada; Britain’s alliance 

with Tecumseh’s Indian Confederacy; American sideshow - the War of 1812; Americans burn York - the 
British burn Washington; “Not coming back” - the role of the War of 1812 in establishing an American 

identity; Britain & the Monroe Doctrine; the development of the transatlantic anti-slavery movement; 

Texas plays its “British card”; almost another war - the dispute over the Oregon Territory; Mrs Trollope’s 
“American adventure”; Charles Dickens meets his American fans; “King Cotton” & British cotton mills. 
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 The “Anglo-Saxons”: 1861 -1914 Ambivalent allies - British aid to the South in the American 

Civil War; British shipyards & Confederate commerce raiders; Britain reacts to America’s naval blockade 

of the Confederacy; the impact of the American Civil War on Britain’s economy; “One war at a time:” - 
Abraham Lincoln & Anglo-American relations; industrial giants: Anglo-American economic competition 

in the 19
th
 century; the Irish-American “invasion” of Canada; an American abroad - Mark Twain tours 

Britain; the British immigrant experience in America; British titles & American money: the marriage 
British nobles & American heiresses; Buffalo Bill Cody brings the Wild West to London; the Venezuelan 

dispute; Britain backs American in its war with Spain - America backs Britain in its war with the Boers; 

taking up the “white man’s burden” - Britain & America as imperial partners. 
 

 The Great War & its aftermath: 1914-1939 Anglo-American relations, 1914-1917; America 

reacts to Britain’s naval blockade of Europe; supplying the Allies; Irish-America & the Easter Rising; 

British propaganda wins American public opinion; Room 40 & the Zimmermann Telegram; the US Navy 
& the Royal Navy in the first “Battle of the Atlantic”; Anglo-American military cooperation on the 

Western Front; Intervention: Britain & America in the Russian Civil War; Woodrow Wilson & David 

Lloyd George at Versailles; the impact of the Anglo-Irish War on American public opinion; Parity - the 
Anglo-American naval rivalry; the Americanization of British culture; Battling for first place - the Anglo-

American competition in world trade; “Hired money” - America, Britain, & the war debts dispute; the 

impact of the Great Depression on Anglo-American relations; trade wars - American tariffs v. imperial 
preference; that “American woman” - Britain’s Abdication Crisis; the influence of John Maynard Keynes 

in Britain & America; “Nothing but words” America’s role in British appeasement of Nazi Germany; 

royal charm - George VI & Queen Elizabeth visit America on the eve of war. 

 
 The Grand Alliance: 1940-1945 “Not a second time” - American isolationism, 1939-41; that 

“half-breed American” - Winston Churchill; “Never surrender” - the Battle of Britain’s impact on 

American public opinion; the destroyers for bases deal; “This, is London” - Edward R Murrow reports the 
Blitz to America; Franklin Roosevelt decides to aid Britain; the importance of Lend-Lease; “Waging 

peace” - the US & British navies wage the Battle of the Atlantic, 1939-41; the first “summit”: FDR meets 

Churchill, 1941; Japan attacks the British and Americans, December 1941; an alliance like none before - 

the creation of the Anglo-American Combined Chiefs of Staff; architects of victory - America’s General 
George C. Marshall & Britain’s Field Marshal Sir John Dill; “Occupation” - American troops in Britain, 

1942-45; Jim Crow comes to Britain - the experience of black American soldiers in Britain; the Royal Air 

Force, the US Army Air Corps & the bombing of Germany; from “Tube Alloys” to the “Manhattan 
Project” - the Anglo-American creation of the atomic bomb; “We’ll meet again” - American soldiers & 

British war brides; strategies for victory. 

 
 “Our Greeks to their Romans”: 1945 -1963 An “economic Dunkirk” - postwar Britain; Keynes 

negotiates the “American loan”; America’s nuclear monopoly & Britain’s decision to “build the bomb”; 

Churchill’s “iron curtain” speech; Ernest Bevin & the creation of the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, 

& NATO (all separate topics); the RAF, the US Air Force, & the Berlin Airlift; Britain & the Korean 
War; to the summit again - Churchill’s relations with the Eisenhower administration; “Kicking out the 

Brits” - Australia, New Zealand, the United States, & the ANZUS Treaty; MI-6, the CIA, & the 1953 

coup in Iran; humiliation at Suez; “Our Greeks to their Romans” - Harold Macmillan rebuilds Anglo-
American relations; Polaris missiles & Scottish protestors; American rockers & British Teddy boys; 

“James Bond” & the British image in America; “Scandal”: the Profumo scandal & Anglo-American 

relations. 
 

 



- 8 - 

 

 

 From “Beatlemania” to Tony Blair: 1964-2010 The “British invasion” of American music; 

rock’s “bad boys” - the Rolling Stones; the cultural influence of “swinging London”; Twiggy & fashion; 

Harold Wilson refuses to send British forces to Vietnam; Britain’s 1968 anti-war protests; “We shall 
overcome” - America’s civil rights movement & the civil rights movement in Northern Ireland; Monty 

Python in Britain & America; a transatlantic voice - Alister Cooke; the legacy of Masterpiece Theatre; 

Irish-America, the Irish Republican Army, & the “Troubles”; the Sex Pistols come to America; “Mrs T” 
& “Ronnie” - the Thatcher-Reagan partnership; capturing America’s heart - Princess Diana; war in the 

Falklands; the women of Greenham Common; the Westland affair; the “Big Bang” - the City of London 

returns as a world financial center; brothers-in-arms, again: the first Gulf War, 1990-91; “Punching above 
its weight”? - Britain as America’s partner on the world stage; Anglo-American cooperation in the 

Balkans wars; the impact of 9/11 on British public opinion; Bush, Blair, & the war on terror.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE: 
 

 Since lectures and discussions are the foundation of this course, attendance of class sessions is 

mandatory.  Each student is responsible for all material and all announcements presented at each lecture.  

Students should be aware that they will be tested on material covered in class but which will not 

necessarily be found in the assigned readings - and vice versa..  If a student must miss a class, (s)he 
should arrange to obtain class notes from a fellow student.  Lecture notes will not - under any 

circumstances - be provided by the instructor. 

 

 Students should also note that a great amount of reading is required for this course.  It is, 
therefore, important to stay ahead of the readings so as to be prepared for classroom discussions.  Failure 

to attend class on a regular basis will make it extremely difficult to keep abreast of the course as it 

develops and will result in a lowering of the student’s final grade and, possibly, failure of the course.  
Specifically, the final course grades for students who fail to attend class on a regular basis (as 

determined by the instructor) will drop an entire letter grade - without exception.  This is beyond the 10 

percent part of your grade covered by “classroom participation/ attendance”.  Valid excuses for missed 

lectures (again, usually medical in nature) must be in writing; verbal explanations will not be accepted 
for any reason. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
 

 Cheating and plagiarism - Either offense will constitute grounds for failure of the course.  The 
university has a code governing academic ethics.  Any student who is caught cheating on an exam or who 

plagiarizes will have his or her case sent to the Dean’s office for adjudication.   

  

 It is a serious academic offense to plagiarize, i.e. to present the ideas, particularly the use of 
direct quotes, as if they were your own.  This is particularly important when writing papers for this course 

and students should take care to properly cite in footnotes work produced by others.  More serious still is 

the presentation of a paper which has been acquired via the internet.  Cases of this nature will be 
immediately submitted to the Dean’s office.  

 

 The Internet - The instructor’s E-mail address is at the top of this syllabus; I will check messages 
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on a regular basis.  However, I prefer face-to-face communication.  In other words, do not abuse the 

internet, i.e. please write to me only when necessary.  If a student repeatedly sends frivolous messages, I 

will simply decline to respond. 
 

 Classroom decorum - Students are expected to show up for class on time and, once in class, to 

remain for the entire session, except in case of dire emergency.  Arriving late or leaving in the middle of a 
lecture is disruptive and disrespectful to your fellow students.  Those who violate this rule can expect to 

receive a lower course grade.   

 
 Use of tape-recorders & lap-top computers - These are permitted during lectures.  However, you 

will be required to discontinue their use if they are disruptive to other students.  Also, your use of lap-

tops or other such devices will be banned if you use them during class to check E-mail, play video 

games, etc.  Continued use of these devices after you have been told not to do so will result in a failing 
grade for this course - without appeal.. 

 

 Pagers and cell phones are to be turned off at the beginning of each class.  Repeated failure to do 
so will adversely affect your course grade.  Any attempt to use unauthorized devices during an 

examination will constitute grounds for failure of the course.  You are welcome to bring drinks to class.  

However, eating during lectures & exams is forbidden.  Put another way - I don’t lecture in your 

kitchen; don’t eat in my classroom.       

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES & READING ASSIGNMENTS: 

(Note: Excerpts supplied by the course instructor are to be treated as assigned readings.) 

 

 
Week 1  29 August - 2 September A New World 

    

 We must consider that we shall be as a City upon a Hill. 

     - John Winthrop 
       

 29
th
 - First meeting of   HIST 388/007 

 
 Readings: Burk, Prologue (skim); chp 1, p. 23-101 

 

 
Week 2  5 - 9 September  Revolution   

  

 If I were an American, as I am an Englishman, while a foreign troop was landed in my country I 

would never lay down arms, - never! never! never! 
     - William Pitt (the Elder), Earl of Chatham 

 

 6
th
 - Last day to add a course or to drop a course for a 100% refund 

 

 Readings: Burk, chp 1, p. 101-107; Chp 2 
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Week 3  12 - 16 September   In the Age of Napoleon   

  

 The day France takes possession of New Orleans ... we must marry ourselves to the British fleet 
and nation. 

     - Thomas Jefferson 

 
 Readings: Burk, chp 3, p. 189-248 

 

 
Week 4  19 - 23 September   Way out West 

 

 Fifty-Four Forty, or fight!. 

     - Democratic Party slogan during the Oregon boundary dispute 
 

 19
th
 - Last day to drop a course for 33% tuition penalty  

 21
st
 - Last day to submit an analytical paper memorandum 

 

 Readings: Burk, chp 3, p. 248-268; chp 4; chp 5, p. 332-341 

 
 

Week 5  26 - 30 September  Taking sides: Britain & America’s Civil War 

 

 We may have our own opinions about slavery; we may be for or against the South; but there is no 
doubt that Jefferson Davis and other leaders of the South have made an army; they are making, it 

appears, a navy; and they have made what is more than either, they have made a nation.. 

     - W.E. Gladstone 

 

 30
th
 - Last day to drop a course for a 67% tuition penalty  

 

 Readings: Burk, chp 3, p. 268-276, 
 

 

Week 6  3 - 7 October   Rivals on the world stage 
 

 It is the unfriendly state of our relations with America that to a great extent paralyses our action 

in Europe.  There is not the slightest doubt that if we were engaged in a Continental quarrel we should 
immediately find ourselves at war with the United States. 

     - Lord Clarendon, the foreign secretary, to Queen Victoria 

 

 5
th
 - Mid-term examination (tentative) 

 

 Readings: Burk, chp 5, p. 308-332, 341-364; chp 6, p. 380-428; chp 7, p. 529-548 
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Week  7 10 - 14 October  The Great War  

  

 Great Britain has given the flower of her youth & strength to the war.  The unyielding, 
unconquerable, constant, tenacious British spirit, cheerful in disaster, unboastful in victory, has never 

bent or weakened. 

     - The New York Times, editorial, 4 December 1918 
 

 Readings: Burk, chp 6, p. 428-460; Dimbleby excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 
 

Week 8  17 - 21 October  Rivals, again  

 

 You must not speak of us who come over here as cousins, still less as brothers: we are neither ... 
there are only two things which can establish and maintain closer relations between your country and 

mine: they are community of ideals and of interests. 

     - Woodrow Wilson to George V  
 

 Readings: Burk, chp 5, p. 364-368; chp 6, p. 461-473; Dimbleby excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 
 

Week 9  24 - 28 October  A low, dishonest decade 

 

 I sit in one of the dives on 52
nd

 Street, uncertain & afraid / As the clever hopes expire of a low, 
dishonest decade. 

     - W.H. Auden, “September 1, 1939", written in New York City 

 
 Readings: Burk, chp 6, p. 473-485; chp 7, p. 548-553 

 

 

Week 10 31 October - 4 November The Grand Alliance 
 

 What kind of people do they think we are?  Is it possible they do not realize that we shall never 

cease to persevere against them until they have been taught a lesson which they and the world will never 
forget?  

     - Winston Churchill, addressing the US Congress, 26 Dec 1941 

 
 Readings: Burk, chp 6, p. 485-496; chp 7, 553-559; Instructions for American Servicemen (read 

the entire booklet); Reynold excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 

 
Week 11 7 - 11 November  “Over here” & “under Eisenhower” 

 

 There’s nobody, in a war, I’d rather have fighting alongside me than the British. 
     - Dwight Eisenhower 

 

 Readings: Burk, chp 6, p. 497-528; Reynold excerpt (supplied by instructor) 
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Week 12 14 - 18 November  John Bull gives way to Uncle Sam 

 

 We are like the Greeks in the later Roman Empire.  They ran it because they were so much 
cleverer than the Romans - but they never told the Romans this. 

     - Harold Macmillan describing Britain’s role vis-a-vis America 

 
 Readings: Burk, chp 8, p. 560-602 

 

 
Week 13  21 - 25 November  Beatlemania & the “British invasion”  

 

 There's only one person in the United States we ever wanted to meet ... Nothing really affected me 

until I heard Elvis. If there hadn't been an Elvis, there wouldn't have been the Beatles. 
     John Lennon, after meeting Elvis Presley 

 

 23
rd

 - No class meeting - university closed, 23-27 November, for Thanksgiving recess 
 

 Readings: Burk, chp 5, p. 368-379; chp 8, p. 602-615; Dimbleby excerpt (supplied by instructor) 

 
 

Week 14 28 November - 2 December Drifting apart 

 

 Look, George, this is no time to go wobbly. 
     - Margaret Thatcher to George H.W. Bush 

 

30
th
 - Last day to submit an analytical paper (NOTE: Papers may be submitted earlier than this 

date - but no papers will be accepted after this date for any reason whatsoever.) 

  

 Readings: Burk, chp 8, p. 615-647 

 
 

Week 15 5 - 9 December   Still friends? 

 
 Something happened that seized the American imagination like nothing else.  On Thursday, 13 

September, at the ceremony of the Changing of the Guard at Buckingham Palace, the band of the 

Coldstream Guards played the “Star-Spangled Banner”.  This was something without precedent. 
     - Christopher Meyer, British ambassador to the US after 9/11 

 

 7
th
 - Last class meeting for HIST 388/007 

 
 Readings: Burk, chp 8, p. 647-659 

 

 
Week 16/17 19

th
 – FINAL EXAM - Hist 388/007   Monday   7.30 - 10.15 a.m.  

 

 

 PLEASE NOTE: ALL DATES AND ASSIGNMENTS ARE SUBJECT TO 

SLIGHT MODIFICATION DEPENDING UPON UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES. 


