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Course Description 
  

This course investigates the presence of religious concepts and themes in literary 
texts, and the relationship between religion and literature: the role of religion in the 
creation of literature and how literary ideas have shaped religious texts. Literary works 
are chosen from different time periods and world cultures. Themes such as creation, 
divine justice, death and immortality, good and evil, salvation, life’s meaning and 
selected issues in religious ethics will be considered. 
  
 
Course Goals 
 
To introduce students to the significant relationship between religion and literature. 
To acquaint students with selected major works of literature drawn from global cultures 
that are shaped by and themselves influence religious ideas. 
To help students identify the literary types and genres containing religious motifs. 
To understand the ways in which literary works explore, analyze, criticize and present 
religious traditions and ideas. 
 
 
 
Required Texts  
 
Jonathan Culler, Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction  (Handout) 
The Epic of Gilgamesh (Penguin Classics tr. N. K. Sandars) 
The Book of Job (Handout) 
Sophocles, Oedipus Rex (Prestwick House Literary Touchstone Classics) 
C. S. Lewis, The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s Nephew and The Last Battle 
 
Recommended 
Jonathan Culler, Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction (for a complete study) 
 
 



 
 
 
Course Requirements 
Evaluation: Papers will be graded on the students’ ability to gather, to analyze and         
                    present information, offer a  reasoned argument and conclusions. In grading,  
                    Writing Assessment Criteria established by the Department of Religious  
                    Studies will be used. Attendance and participation will also be noted. 
 
Classroom Etiquette 
The use of cell phones for texting, browsing, tweeting, e-mail or voice mode is absolutely 
forbidden in class: they must be switched off and hidden/unseen. If anyone is found using 
one, it will be confiscated till the end of class and only returned with an abject apology 
for discourtesy. Laptops, netbooks, tablets, e-book readers, etc. may only be used for 
reading assigned texts under discussion or taking notes, checks will occasionally be 
made. Students who use these must present a summary of the day’s lecture at the next 
class. Persistent ignoring of these rules will incur a request to leave the class and even 
these enforced absences are recorded against the final grade. Unexcused late arrival to 
class and early departure are unacceptable and will also result in loss of grade points.  
 
Honor Code 
George Mason University has an honor code. It is the duty of all members of this 
academic community to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and 
integrity. Cheating, plagiarism, lying, and stealing are all prohibited. All violations of the 
Honor Code will be reported to the Honor Committee.  
See honorcode.gmu.edu for more detailed information.  
 
Disability Services 
If you are a student with a disability and you need academic accommodations, please see 
the professor and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 993-2474. All 
academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. http://ods.gmu.edu 
 
Other Useful Campus Resources 
Writing Center: A114 Robinson Hall; (703) 993-1200; http://writingcenter.gmu.edu 
University Libraries “Ask a Librarian” 
http://library.gmu.edu/mudge/IM/IMRef.html 
Counseling and Psychological Services (caps): (703) 993-2380; http://caps.gmu.edu 
University Policies 
The University Catalog, http://catalog.gmu.edu, is the central resource for university 
policies affecting student, faculty, and staff conduct in university affairs. 
 
Important Semester Enrollment and Withdrawal Dates 
 Students are responsible for verifying their enrollment in this class.  
Schedule adjustments should be made by the deadlines published in the Schedule of 
Classes. 
Last Day to Add: January 27th 2015     



Last Day to Drop: January 27th 2015 – without penalty  
After the last day to drop a class, withdrawing from this class requires the approval of the 
dean and is only allowed for nonacademic reasons. See the Academic Calendar for 
Spring 2015 for the dates of withdrawal at penalties of 33% and 67% respectively. 
Undergraduate students may choose to exercise a selective withdrawal. See the Schedule 
of Classes for selective withdrawal procedures 
 
 
Writing Intensive (WI Requirement) 
 
 This course fulfills all the Writing Intensive requirements in the Religious Studies 
major. It does so through the five papers on each literary unit in the syllabus. One or two 
of these papers will require a draft presentation with feedback, a draft revision and a final 
paper. 
 
 
Course Requirements 
 Readings: As in the syllabus: students must read the assigned texts before 
            each class, and be ready to offer analysis, criticism and commentary in class 
 discussions.                                                     
 
Papers/Exams: 
The course will be examined by essays/commentary papers: students should be prepared 
to write these either in class or as research papers depending on the assignment. There 
will be a short quiz on Literary Theory and 4 papers, each 25% of the course. At least one 
paper will require the submission of one or more drafts. 
            No late papers are accepted after the due date and time, except for a compelling  
            reason. 
            Students who do not complete all the papers on time will fail the course. 
            IN-completes must be requested in writing (university policy) and are only given  
            under the most extreme circumstances. 
 Students must be absolutely clear that this course demands a close reading of the 
assigned texts and the interpretation of selected passages. In these papers students are 
expected to articulate clearly the religious issues and themes that appear in the text, to 
identify and analyze them, to set them within appropriate contexts, religious, literary or 
biographical, and to draw sustainable conclusions. Final grades will be based on these. 
Papers are evaluated according to the Writing Criteria established for Religious Studies, 
available online. 
  
Grading by numbers should not be a feature of the humanities – however: 
 
A  95-100, A- 91-94, B+ 88-90, B 84-87, B- 81-83, C+ 78-80, C 74-77, C- 71-73,  
D 60-69, F 59 and below; numbers are only used to calculate the final grade if needed. 
 
 
      
 



 
 

Course Outline 
 

 
Weeks1-2: (1/21, 27, 29) Introduction to Literary Theory (Culler, Handout) 
 
Weeks 3-5: (2/2, 4, 9, 11, 16, 18) Death, Destiny and Immortality:  
                                                      The Epic of Gilgamesh 
  
Weeks 6-8: (2/23, 25; 3/2, 4, 16, 18) [Spring Break 3/9-3/15]                                           
                                                           Divine Justice (Theodicy- Is God just, is Job right?) 
                                                     The Book of Job                    
                                                           First Paper due: 2/25 in class 
 
Weeks 9-11: (3/23, 25, 30; 4/1, 6, 8) Fate/Free Will and Divine Destiny 
                                                         Oedipus Rex 
                                                           Second Paper due: 3/25 in class 
 
Weeks 12-15: (4/13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29; 5/5) Creation, Evil and World’s End 
                The Chronicles of Narnia: The Magician’s  
                                                                        Nephew, The Last Battle 
                                                                        Third Paper due: 4/15: in class 
 
Final Paper/Exam – Monday May 11th  
 
 
Disclaimer 
This syllabus represents an agreement between the instructor and the students. The 
instructor reserves the right to make appropriate changes to it at any time and at his sole 
discretion and there will be changes. Students are responsible for keeping themselves up 
to date on course information. 


