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This course, which satisfies the university’s IT requirement, prepares students to use and understand a wide variety of 
current and emerging digital technologies—everything from basic office software to more complex services such as 
databases and digital maps. It also has a focus on the issue of sustainability as it relates to information technology, 
and will address IT’s impact on the environment, on social and economic equality, and on the ability of future 
generations to access information. The course teaches the fundamentals of information technology within the context 
of a history course rather than as a set of abstract principles or discrete skills tied to particular software packages. No 
background in history is required. In groups, students will work with material provided by Historic Blenheim to 
develop an online exhibit that tells the story of one of the soldiers who wrote graffiti in the Fairfax house during the 
Civil War. 

 
LEARNING OUTCOMES WEEKS ASSESSMENTS 
You will be able to use technology to locate, access, 
evaluate, and use information, and appropriately cite 
resources from digital/electronic media (IT Requirement #1) 

1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 
12, 13 

Blog 
Project 

You will understand the core IT concepts in a range of 
current and emerging technologies and learn to apply 
appropriate technologies to a range of tasks (IT Requirement 
#2) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 13 

Blog 
Midterm exam 
Project 

You will understand many of the key ethical, legal and social 
issues related to information technology and how to 
interpret and comply with ethical principles, laws, 
regulations, and institutional policies (IT Requirement #3) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9 Blog 
Midterm exam 

You will develop knowledge of sustainability as it relates to 
information technology (Green Leaf course) 

2, 4, 5, 6, 7 Blog 
Midterm exam 

You will demonstrate the ability to communicate, create, and 
collaborate effectively using state-of-the-art information 
technologies in multiple modalities (IT Requirement #4) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13 

Blog 
Project 

You will understand the essential issues related to 
information security, how to take precautions and use 
techniques and tools to defend against computer crimes (IT 
Requirement #5) 

7 Blog 
Midterm exam 

You will learn how to do historical research and scholarship 
using a range of tools and resources that are available on the 
web 

2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 
10, 11, 12, 13 

Blog 
Project 

You will successfully develop and publish historical 
scholarship on the web 

 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 Project 

 
To achieve these learning outcomes we will use a combination of reading, writing, exploring, and experimenting with 
digital tools and materials. Learning by doing is a central part of this course. That is, in most weeks you will engage 
in making or analyzing something using digital tools and media.  Persistence and willingness to try many approaches 
will be a key to doing well in this course. For many, this work with digital tools will be a new experience, and it is 
important to remember that an important part of learning is failing. Not every exercise will go successfully, and we 
will all make mistakes. If we reflect on those mistakes, we can learn from them – which is why a blog is one of the 
assignments. 
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SCHEDULE 
 
1/21: GETTING STARTED 
 
1/26: THE INTERNET, THE WEB &  
THE ENVIRONMENT 
1/28: THINKING LIKE A HISTORIAN 
 
2/2: DIGITAL HISTORY 
2/4: YOUR CIVIL WAR SOLDIER 
 
2/9: HISTORIANS & CIVIL WAR  
SOLDIERS 
2/11: DIGITAL SOURCES 
 
2/16: ONLINE PRIMARY SOURCES ON 
THE CIVIL WAR 
2/18: COPYRIGHT & ACCESS 
 
2/23: CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS:  
WARTIME EXPERIENCES 
2/25: OPEN SOURCE SOFTWARE &  
OMEKA 
 
3/2: SECURITY, SUSTAINABILITY & 
PRESERVATION 
3/4: CIVIL WAR SOLDIERS: POSTWAR 
LIVES 
 
3/16: MIDTERM 
3/18: BUILDING CONTEXT WITH  
SECONDARY SOURCES 
 
3/23: ONLINE SECONDARY SOURCES 
3/25: CONTRIBUTING TO WIKIPEDIA 
 
3/30: NUMBERS & VISUALIZATIONS 
4/2: CHARTING YOUR SOLDIER 
 
4/6: DIGITAL MAPPING 
4/9: MAPPING YOUR SOLDIER 
 
4/13: DIGITAL TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 
4/15: TEXT MINING THE CIVIL WAR 
 
4/20: ONLINE EXHIBIT BUILDING 
4/22: PUTTING TOGETHER YOUR 
SOLDIER’S STORY 
 
4/27: PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOP 
4/29: PRESENTATIONS & WORKSHOP 
 

CLASS PARTICIPATION (10%): In addition to keeping up with the readings 
on a weekly basis, each student is expected to be an active participant in class 
discussions. Participation begins, obviously, with attendance, but it requires more than 
attendance.  You need to come to class prepared to exchange ideas about the readings 
or tasks assigned for that meeting. Your grade for this part of the course does not 
depend on providing the ‘right answers’; it will reflect what you contribute to our 
discussions.  That does not mean that you can get a good grade regardless of what you 
say: you need to make thoughtful contributions that reflect careful reading and 
consideration of the questions raised by what you have read and what you have done 

BLOG (30%): Each student will be responsible for maintaining a blog where 
you will chronicle the results of your in-class exercises, your thoughts about the issues 
that we discuss, and the development of your project. Specific questions for each week 
can be found in the course schedule. Each blog post is due by 12 midnight on the 
Friday of the week of the class. Late posts wil l  not be accepted.  

MIDTERM (15%): The midterm exam will be a short answer test on the digital, 
sustainability, and historical concepts discussed in the first half of the course. We will 
review these concepts the week before the exam 

 PROJECT (45%): In groups of 4-5, students will create an online exhibit that 
tells the story of one of the 120 Union soldiers identified as the authors of graffiti at 
Historic Blenheim, the Civil War era farmhouse in Fairfax.  These projects are not simply 
classroom exercises; the best will form part of a public site, Graffiti Soldiers, which is 
also featured at the Civil War Interpretive Center at Historic Blenheim. 
The main sources for the project will be service and pension records from the National 
Archives. Each group will do research to supplement this material with other related 
primary sources available online, and with secondary sources that explain and put into 
context their soldier’s life. 
Each exhibit will be built using Omeka, the online tool created by Mason’s own Roy 
Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media. Your exhibit must offer a narrative of 
your soldier’s life that describes and explains his experiences and examines how typical 
they were, and include: 
• full descriptions and metadata for the sources that are items in your exhibit 
• at least one data visualization – a chart or graph  
• a digital map showing your soldier’s movements before, during and after the war 
• at least one textual analysis using a computational tool 
• a photograph of the graffiti left by your soldier at Historic Blenheim 
• at least one page that uses secondary sources to put your soldier’s experience in 

context 
Your group will be provided with the records for your soldier in week 3, and you will use 
that material as data for the work with digital tools that we do each week, giving you the 
opportunity to develop both the skills and content necessary to complete the required 
elements of the project. 
When the completed project is submitted, each member of the group must submit a 
self-assessment of their contribution to the project, together with an assessment of the 
contributions of each of the other members of the group. Any student who those 
assessments indicate contributed significantly less than other members of a group will 
incur a penalty on their mark for the project. In all other circumstances, all members of a 
group receive the same mark 
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