
HIST 125-007 Syllabus 

1 
 

World History 

HIST 125-007  

Tuesday & Thursday, 10:30 – 11:45 

Robinson B 208 

 

Professor Zayna N. Bizri 

Office: Robinson B 337 

Office Hours: Thursday, 1 – 3 pm 

Email: zbizri1@masonlive.gmu.edu 

Twitter: @gunsandgams

 

History is the story of us. It is also a dialogue, a conversation about events and their meaning. 

We will do more than learn the simple facts of “world history”; we will define it and contribute 

to the conversation. The main historical theme of this class is the impact of imperialism and 

colonialism around the world. We will consider primary sources from both the colonizers and the 

colonized and listen to the voiceless and dispossessed. We will engage with the material in 

various ways, including group discussions, conversations in online spaces, and individual 

analysis. 

 

Throughout the semester, we will be finding and critiquing digital history sources, tools, and 

presentations. We will ask questions such as: Why was this specific historical moment 

highlighted? What are the pros and cons of the chosen method of presentation? What would we 

do differently? Is the presentation effective? 

 

Readings will be selected from the following texts: 

Robert Tignor et al. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, Vol. 2: From 1000 CE to the Present 

Kenneth L. Pomeranz, James B. Given, and Laura J. Mitchell. Worlds Together, Worlds Apart, 

Vol. 2: A Companion Reader 

Trevor R. Getz and Liz Clarke. Abina and the Important Men: A Graphic History 

 

Technology Policy: Regarding electronic devices (such as laptops, cell phones, etc.), please be 

respectful of your peers and your instructor and do not engage in activities that are unrelated to 

class. Such disruptions show a lack of professionalism and may affect your participation grade.  

 

Academic Integrity Policy: The integrity of the University community is affected by the 

individual choices made by each of us. GMU has an Honor Code with clear guidelines regarding 

academic integrity. Three fundamental and rather simple principles to follow at all times are that: 

(1) all work submitted be your own; (2) when using the work or ideas of others, including fellow 

students, give full credit through accurate citations; and (3) if you are uncertain about the ground 

rules on a particular assignment, ask for clarification. No grade is important enough to justify 

academic misconduct. Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinions, or factual information 

from another person without giving the person credit. Writers give credit through accepted 

documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes. Paraphrased material 

must also be cited, using Chicago style or APA format. A simple listing of books or articles is 

not sufficient. Plagiarism is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in the 

academic setting. If you have any doubts about what constitutes plagiarism, please see me. 

 

Writing Center: Mason has a Writing Center that offers general workshops on writing 

improvement and individual tutoring for specific assignments. http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/  

 

mailto:zbizri1@masonlive.gmu.edu
http://writingcenter.gmu.edu/
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Disability Accommodations: If you are a student with a disability and you need academic 

accommodations, please see me and contact the Office of Disability Services (ODS) at 993-

2474, http://ods.gmu.edu. All academic accommodations must be arranged through the ODS. 

 

Trigger Warnings: Several of the assigned sources can be upsetting and disturbing. To a 

degree, this is the point of reading them – learning is an uncomfortable process. If you have 

specific triggers, please let me know and I will note assignments accordingly. However, this will 

not release you from the assignment. The trigger warnings are to give you the tools you require 

to complete the assigned work. 

 

Grades will be calculated as follows: 

10% Participation and Reading Quizzes 

Students are expected to have completed the week’s assigned reading by the first class meeting. 

There will be weekly reading quizzes which will be counted as part of the participation grade. 

While attendance will not be graded, it is in your best interest to attend every class meeting. 

Engaging with the material in class by asking and responding to questions and participating in 

discussion groups is also part of the grade.  

 

10% Paper 1 / 20% Paper 2 
The paper prompt will be provided three weeks before the paper is due. You will be expected to 

argue for your thesis with evidence from relevant readings.  

Thesis: A conclusion you have drawn based on your interpretation of the readings.  

Argument: the use of evidence to support your thesis.  

Evidence: excerpts, themes, and concepts from the readings that support your conclusion. 

 

15%: Twitter 

Create a unique Twitter handle for this class and follow @WorldHistGMU, and I will follow you 

back. All Twitter handles should be set and following by the end of Week 2. Tweet at least 3 

times per week (Monday – Sunday). You can begin a conversation by posing a question or 

comment on one of the assigned readings or by posting relevant historical content. You can 

contribute to a conversation by engaging with someone else’s tweet. 

 

This is more than a backchannel for questions during class, this is a way to engage with the 

material on your terms. The Twitter feed will be a starting point for your explorations into digital 

history. 

 

Should you opt out of the Twitter component, you must write an additional analytical paper 

about one of the optional readings, listed below. Consider how the book speaks to our broader 

themes of imperialism and colonialism. All of the books are available through Mason’s library 

and the WRLC. If all copies are checked out, Interlibrary Loan will be able to obtain them for 

you; however, ILL takes a much longer time. Please plan accordingly. 

 

Brooks, Geraldine, The Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women 

Fagan, Brian M. The Little Ice Age: How Climate Made History, 1300-1850 

Fraser, Antonia. The Warrior Queens 
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Holland, Barbara. They Went Whistling: Women Wayfarers, Warriors, Runaways, and 

Renegades 

Hochschild, Adam. King Leopold’s Ghost: A Story of Greet, Terror, and Heroism in Colonial 

Africa 

Nicholson, Virginia. Singled Out: How Two Million British Women Survived Without Men After 

the First World War 

Perrottet, Tony. The Naked Olympics: The True Story of the Ancient Games 

Shumway, Jeffrey M.  The Case of the Ugly Suitor and Other Histories of Love, Gender and 

Nation in Buenos Aires. 

Speigelman, Art. Maus – A Survivor’s Tale 

Strebe, Amy Goodpaster. Flying for Her Country: The American and Soviet Women Military 

Pilots of World War II 

Yoshida, Takashi.  The Making of the “Rape of Nanking”: History and Memory in Japan, China 

and the United States 

 

15%: Midterm Exam / 20%: Final Exam 
No blue books will be required for the exams. The midterm will cover material up until the class 

period before the exam, and the final will be comprehensive, though weighted more toward the 

second half of the course. 

 

10%: End of Semester Project 

What did I miss? World History is the history of everything and, therefore, large chunks must be 

left out.  After the majority of the semester has passed, students will research an event, location, 

or person who they believe should have been included. They will submit a digital source or 

presentation with a critical analysis, using the skills developed during class. Submissions for this 

project will only be accepted between 4 November and the final exam period, 16 December 

2014, 10:30 – 1:15. 

 

Schedule 
Week 1: 26 August / 28 August 

Reading Assignment 

 Chapter 10: Becoming “The World,” 1000-1300 CE (Companion p. 1-26) 

 Digital Source:  http://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/post/95087313607/the-rise-

and-breakup-of-the-mongol-empire 

  

Week 2: 2 September / 4 September 

Twitter account setup due by 4 September 

 Chapter 11: Crisis and Recovery in Afro-Eurasia, 1300-1500  

 Companion: Casebook #1 (p. 27-40), p. 41-65 

 

Week 3:  9 September / 11 September 

 Chapter 12: Contact, Commerce, and Colonization, 1450-1600 

 Companion p. 66-107  

 Digital Source:  http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/solguide/VUS02/VUS02.html  

 

Week 4: 16 September / 18 September 

http://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/post/95087313607/the-rise-and-breakup-of-the-mongol-empire
http://mapsontheweb.zoom-maps.com/post/95087313607/the-rise-and-breakup-of-the-mongol-empire
http://www.vcdh.virginia.edu/solguide/VUS02/VUS02.html
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 Chapter 13: Worlds Entangled, 1600-1750 

 Companion p. 108-127, Casebook #2, p. 129-142 

 

Week 5: 23 September / 25 September 

 Chapter 14: Cultures of Splendor and Power, 1500-1780 

 Companion p. 143-169 

 

Week 6: 30 September / 2 October 

2 October: Paper #1 due 

 Chapter 15: Reordering the World, 1750-1850 

 Companion: p. 170-197 

 

Week 7: 7 October / 9 October 

 Abina & the Important Men, p. xv – 111 (Part 1-3) 

 Digital Source:  https://www.freetheslaves.net/SlaveryinHistory  

 

Week 8: 14 October / 16 October 

14 October – NO CLASS 

 Chapter 16: Alternative Visions of the Nineteenth Century 

 Companion p. 198-220 

 

Week 9: 21 October / 23 October 

23 October: Midterm Exam 

 

Week 10: 28 October / 30 October 

 Chapter 17 – Nations and Empires, 1850-1914 

 Companion p. 221-248 

 

Week 11: 4 November / 6 November 

Final Project Submissions acceptance period opens 

 Chapter 18 – An Unsettled World, 1890-1914 

 Companion p. 249-264 

 Digital Sources:  http://www.sahistory.org.za/node/16629; 

 http://www-cs-students.stanford.edu/~cale/cs201/apartheid.hist.html;  

http://www.sahistory.org.za/article/apartheid-and-reactions-it  

 

Week 12: 11 November / 13 November  

13 November: Paper #2 Due 

 Chapter 19 – Of Masses and Visions of the Modern, 1910-1939 

 Companion p. 285-303 

 

Week 13: 18 November / 20 November 

 Chapter 20 – The Three-World Order, 1940-1975 

 Companion p. 304-369 

 

Week 14: 25 November / 27 November 

https://www.freetheslaves.net/SlaveryinHistory
http://www.sahistory.org.za/node/16629
http://www-cs-students.stanford.edu/~cale/cs201/apartheid.hist.html
http://www.sahistory.org.za/article/apartheid-and-reactions-it
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27 November – THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO CLASS 

 

Week 15: 2 December / 4 December 

 Chapter 21 – Globalization, 1970-2000 

 Companion p. 370-385 

 

FINAL PROJECT MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE FINAL EXAM PERIOD 

 

Final Exam: 16 December 2014, 10:30 am – 1:15 pm 

 

**Please be advised, the syllabus may change. All changes will be posted to Blackboard. 


