
TEACHING OF WRITING AND LITERATURE 2011-2012 ADVISING SHEET

OVERVIEW
At the core of this program are two courses focusing on teaching: ENGH 610, Proseminar in Teaching of Literature, and ENGH 615, Proseminar in 
Composition Instruction.  Students also take a course in research methods, two courses in literature, two courses in writing, a course in linguistics, 
a course in composition theory, and one elective.  The program offers practicing educators the opportunity to renew knowledge and envision new 
paths as instructors; students new to the field will benefit from an array of prespectives afforded by its breadth.  As with all of the MA in English 
programs, students must demonstrate foreign language proficiency as outlined below.  
Please note:  Additional information on this concentration, courses, and graduate studnet policies is available in the MA in English Student Handbook.

PLANNING YOUR COURSE OF STUDY
You must complete 30 credit hours of coursework in this program.  Consult the schedule of classes each term to see which courses in literature are 
offered.  Consult the University Catolog for a complete listing of English courses.

TEACHING WRITING 3 CREDIT HOURS
Choose from among:
ENGH 615: Proseminar in Composition Instruction
ENGH 695: NVWP In-service Program (offered only to full-time teachers through school district contracts)
ENGH 699: Workshop in English (NVWP Summer Institute, open to full-time teachers on an invitation basis)

TEACHING LITERATURE
Choose between:

ENGH 610: Proseminar in Teaching the Reading of Literature
ENGH 695: NVWP In-service Program (offered only to full-time teachers through school district contracts)

3 CREDIT HOURS

RESEARCH COURSE 3 CREDIT HOURS
ENGH 701: Literary Scholarship

LITERATURE COURSES 6 CREDIT HOURS &
Select from an array of offerings each semester, being sure to consult with your adviser, the graduate director, or the graduate programs manager if you have 
questions about whether a given course counts as literature course.  Some of these are special topics courses, which may be offered only once.  Many courses 
are on a two-year rotation, some are on a one-year rotation, though even in these the content may vary from semester to semester.

WRITING COURSES 6 CREDIT HOURS &
Choose two fo the following:

ENGH 505: Computer-Assisted Publications Writing and Design 
ENGH 564: Forms of Poetry (manuscript required  to receive permission of instructor)* 
ENGH 565: Forms of Nonfiction (manuscript required  to receive permission of instructor)* 
ENGH 566: Forms of Fiction (manuscript required  to receive permission of instructor)*
ENGH 611: Studies in Rhetoric (depending upon the topic)
ENGH 612: Cultures of Professional Writing 
ENGH 613: Technical and Scientific Writing 
ENGH 616: Nonfiction Writing Workshop (prerequisite: ENGH 565, manuscript required to receive permission of instructor)  
ENGH 617: Poetry Writing Workshop (prerequisite: ENGH 564, manuscript required to receive permission of instructor)
ENGH 618: Fiction Writing Workshop (prerequisite: ENGH 566, manuscript required to receive permission of instructor) 
ENGH 619: Special Topics in Writing (manuscript required to receive permission of instructor)
ENGH 699: NVWP Summer Institute

Please note:  ENGH 564, 565, and 566 are only 
available to non-MFA students during the spring 
semester.  These classes are reserved for MFA 
students each fall semester.

LINGUISTICS COURSE 3 CREDIT HOURS
LING 520: Descriptive Linguistics
Students may choose to take one of the following courses instead of LING 520, but these courses have prerequisites.

LING 507: Internship in Applied Linguistics (prerequisite: LING 521 or EDCI 519) 
LING 521: Applied Linguistics (prerequisite: LING 520)
LING 522: Modern English Grammar (prerequisite: LING 520) 
EDCI 519: Teaching BiLing/ESL 
LING 581: Psycholinguistics (prerequisite: one course in linguistics or permission of instructor)

COMPOSITION THEORY 3 CREDIT HOURS
ENGH 697: Theory of Composition

ELECTIVE COURSE 3 CREDIT HOURS

Elective courses are meant to reinforce your course of study.  Of particular interest to students in this program are the following:  ENGH 503, Theory and Prac-
tice of Editing; ENGH 504, Internship in Writing and Editing; ENGH 611, Studies in Rhetoric; ENGH 614, Internship in the Teaching of Writing; ENGH 696, NVWP 
Teacher-Researcher Seminar (prerequisites: ENGH 615, ENGH 695, or NVWP Summer Institute); and ENGH 798, Directed Reading and Research.

THESIS OPTION 6 CREDIT HOURS

TWL students may also choose to complete a thesis (ENGH 799) as their elective.  Please note, however, that this requires 6 credit hours of coursework, bringing  
the total degree credit hours to 33.

&

NON-COURSE REQUIREMENTS LISTED ON THE NEXT PAGE >>>



NON-COURSE REQUIREMENT: INTERMEDIATE LEVEL FOREIGN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

Intermediate proficiency corresponds to Mason’s coursework through the 202 or 210 level.  Generally speaking, this level represents four consecutive semesters 
in a given language (e.g. French 101, 102, 201, and 202), although the number of courses varies depending on the university at which they were taken.  

Students may satisfy this requirement in one of the following ways:

•Confirm that your undergraduate (or continuing education) transcript includes courses corresponding to intermediate proficiency.  If you 
completed your undergraduate studies at Mason, you have fulfilled the language requirement.

•Take a proficiency exam administered by the English department if your language proficiency is German, Russian, French, or Spanish.  Contact 
the graduate programs manager to schedule an exam.

•Take a proficiency exam administered in the Modern and Classical Languages department if your proficiency is in a language other than Ger-
man, Russian, French, or Spanish.  Contact MCL to determine whether appropriate exams are administered. 

•Take courses at Mason or elsewhere through the intermediate level.  Make sure the intermediate level  elsewhere corresponds to that at 
Mason.   

Please contact the graduate programs manager soon after enrolling to determine how you will meet the language proficiency requirement.  The 
graduate programs manager can be reached at 703.993.1180.

Please note: Even if you complete your foreign language coursework at Mason, you must contact the graduate programs manager to complete the necessary paper-
work.


